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of Officials in Midnapore, at the Presidency, and other places , dityn 
the interval between 17G4-74. 
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1. MiDNAroEE Resident oe Collector. 


1704. —Anselm Beaumont and Hugh Watts. 

1705. —Hugh Watts and John Graham. 

1700.—John Graham. 

1707.—John Graham and George Vansittart. 
1768 — George Vansittart. 

1709.—George Vansittart. 


1770 —Georgo Vansittart, Edward Haber, and 
J Peiarce. 

1771. —Edward Haber. 

1772. —Edward Baber. 

1773. —Edward Baber and Samuel Lewis. 

1774. —Samuel Lewis. 


2. Head op the Government in Calcutta. 


1701—IT. Vansittart and J. Spencer. 
1705 —J. Spencer and Lord Clive. 
1700.— H. Vcrelst and Lord Clive. 

1767. —J. Cartier and H. Verelst. 

1768. —II. Vcrelst. 

1763.-11. Verelst. 


1770. —J. Cartier. 

1771. —J. Cartier. 

1772. —J. Cartier and Warren 11 astin;TS. 

1773. —Warren Hastings and VVilliam Aldersey. 
1774—Warren Hastings. 


1765.—H. Verelst. 


2A. Supervisor. 

I 1706.—H. Verelst. 


3. Collector-General. 

1767,—Claud Russell. 1770.—Claud Russell. 

17^8.—Richard Becbcr. 1771.—Claud Russell. 

3 7t59.—James Alexander and Claud Russell. 

4. Superintendent of Khalsa. 

1773.—John Graham and George Vansittart. I 1774—Georgo Vansittart, Mr. Lnwrell. 

6. Supervisor op tub Khalsa. 

1773.—Richard Bar wall. 

6. Military Paymaster. 

1770.—Richard Harwell. 


7. Calcutta Secretary to Council. 
1772.-J.Stcw.ut. ’ I 1773.—J. Stewart. 


8. Burdwan Resident, 


1706.—Mr. Ashburnor. 

1767.—Mr. Sykes and Mr. Graham. 

1771.—Mr. lliggiusou. 


1772.—Mr. Sumner, Cliarle3 Srewnrt. 
1 ; 7 J,—Charles SUwavt, Julm Bathoe» 

1774.—John flathuo. 


9. Bkkbrhoom Resident. 
1773.—John Sumner. 


1766.—Mr. Marriott. 


1770. —Mr. Graham. 

1771. -Mr. Lushington. 

1770.*—Mr. Alloyne, or Allen* 


10. Bala sore Resident. 

1773.—Mr. Marri-.it. {Most probably 
Mr. Mairfoil all through.) 


11. Hooguly Resident. 

i 177*3.—Mr. Lushington. 
| 1773.—Mr. Hosoa. 


12. Cuttack Resident. 

I 1773.—Mr. Alleyno, (Most probably 

Mr. Alleyuc in 1771 and .1772 aim.) 


13. Mint-Master. 
1765,—Alexander Campbell, 
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HISTORY OF MIfNAPORE. 


CHAPTER I. 


INTRODUCTION. 

An attempt is mado,in these notes to depict the relations of rite 
East India Company in the last century with territories which wore? 
then known by the names of the Midnap ore and Jellasoro provinces, 
and the greater portion of which is now included in the Midnaporo 
district. It is hoped that the information which is submitted, gleaned, 
as it has been, entirely from the old records extant in the Collector's 
office, will not be deemed quite uninteresting ever by the general 
reader; to officials connected with the district by ties of duty; to 
indigo planters and others who have found it a field of successful 
commercial enterprise; to both, in remembrance of the many agreeable 
hours spent in Midnaporo in quest of sport, it is believed t hat almost 
every line will prove sufficiently attractive to be perused without 
weariness. . . 

A knowledge of the official attitude of the authorities towards the 
people among whom they resided for a time may certainly be acquired 
by an off-hand perusal of the following notes without the aid of an 
introduction. The acquisition necessarily would be pieoe»meal, and after 
all perhaps not well digested. With a preliminary chapter to help the 
read or, as it were, on his way, it is believed that these notes will be 
considered with increased intelligence and greater satisfaction, the more 
so as the notions of the generality of people regarding the mode in 
which the Company’s servants conducted thernsi Ives in the old days in 
the discharge of their official functions, and the appliances they hud at 
their disposal, are not particularly well defined. 

FUNCTIONS OF THE RESIDENT 

The records which contain the past history of the district consist 
of letters addressed by the Chief or Resident (that is, the Company’s 
Principal European servant stationed at the head-quarters >f a province 
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or factory) directly to the Government, to his immediate superiors, to 
his subordinates, and to other departments, and also of letters addressed 
to him from the same quarters. These letters deal with a multiplicity 
of subjects. On the Resident lay the responsibility of repelling an 
invasion, or of making an advance to idle. Company’s weavers; of 
settling the revenue of a pergunnali, or of instituting a court-martial on 
a mutinous sepoy. They commence witli the year 1764. It is to be 
regretted that thoy are wanting for an earlier period, concerning which 
all that is known is that there were Residents, Messrs. Johnstone and 
Burdett, and perhaps others, who, besides other exploits, repelled an 
invasion of the Mahrattas and made a revenue settlement of the 

district. 

It is distinctly stated* that after the provinces of Midnapore and 
Jollasore were ceded by the Nabob, when Mr. Henry Vansittart was 
Governor, Mr. Johnstone,f the first Resident appoiuted*to Midnapore, 
came and made a settlement of the district, which proceeding must 
have taken place about the year 1762. Mr. Johnstone was succeeded 
by Mr. Burdett,f in whose time the erection of a fort was commenced. 

The Revenue Board§ in 1787 said that since the Company first obtained 
possession of the district a period of six and twenty years had elapsed, 
thereby fixing the date of the acquisition to he 1761. In fact, it is 
expressly stated ! that the last year of the Nabob’s Government was 
1167 Amii, and that in 1168 Amli Mr. Johnstone settled its juifcma. 

These years correspond with 1760 A.D. and 1761 A D. respectively. 

The principal European servant of the Company in Midnapore 
retained the title of Resident or Chief consistently not later than the 
year 1772.f About 1779 his official designation was altogether 
changed into that of Collector** or Superintendent of the Collections.ft 
Ho was never styled Supervisor, lie was generally supported by one 
or more assistants. However, it is not to he supposed that as Chief or 
Resident ho had no employment other than providing the Company’s 
investment, or preventing encroachments .on the Company’s territory. 
Certainly so early as 1764, most probably several years before that 
time, he had complete control over the revenue settlements of the 
porguunahs situated in his district; he had police-stations or thanas 
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a Prom the Collector to the Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Governor-General, and Member* 
of the Board f Revenue, dated Midnapore, the 22nd September 1778. 

t From J. reiareo to the Hou'ble Warren Hasting, Governor-General, &c., Member* 
of the ( iueil. F n William, Revenue Department, dated Calcutta, the 16th November 1778. 

% From the Collector to Mr. Slimy, Acting President, and Members of tlio Committee of 
Revenue, Calcutta, dated Midnapore, the 3rd November 1781. 

§ From i t Revenue Board, consisting of Thomas Graham, John Mackenzie, and Richard 
J .ini on, to Mr. J. Puievu, Collector of Midnapore, dated Calcutta, the 21st September 1787. 

]1 From the Collector, t * John Shore, Es^., President, and Members of the Board of Revenue, 
dated Midnapore, the llth October 1787. 

Apparently the first letter in which the Resident was addressed as Collector v :v from 
.f. Stewart, Secretary to the Council, to Mr. Edw kJ Buber, Collector 6f Midnapore, dated bort 
William ‘he lfitli Octolw 1772. , 

Finiti Warn n H ..-.ting<. Richard Harwell; P. Francis, Edward VVholer, to Mr. John 
Peiuir*'. (’ollectwi of Midnapore, dated Fort William, the 4th January 1770 

ft From Warren HaMing,. Uiohuxl Harwell, P. Frauds, Edward Whelor, m the Uoveuuo 
Department. to Mr. John Pcmrce, Supi-riutendout of tbo Collections of Midnapore and Jelmsore, 
d,u< d Fort William the 8th January 1770. 
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lit selected sites in the provinces over which he presided, to which, there 
can be no doubt, some officers were appointed to preserve the peace of 
the district, to apprehend robbers and daeoits, and generally to act for 
the prevention of crime; and other offioers who were more specially 
charged with the realization of the revenues under the designation 
of tehsildars. Both thanadars and tehsildars worked in concert, and 
the former were bound, and for the most part able, to render material 
assistance in the collection of the revenues whenever it was required 
by the latter. Indeed it is stated in the records that from the very 
first acquisition of the Miduapore district tlio provision of the invest¬ 
ment was, in the eyes of the Resident, a matter of but secondary 
consideration, the collection of the revenue being held of primary 
importance. In a letter* written to S. Middleton, Esq., in May 1775, 
it was expressly declared that a greator attention had formerly been 
paid in Midnapore by the merchants (who were likewise landholders) 
to, making good their quota of the revenues (by misappropriation of 
part of tkoir advances) than to fulfilling them contracts, as the former 
was an object of much greater moment than the latter. 

In a letter addressed to J. J. Keighley, Esq., Accountant to the 
Board of Trade at Port William, dated the 16th Docomber 1775, the 
Midnapore Resident said :—“ You will find by the Midnapore books 
ending April 1775, and transmitted to the Board, that the cost of tbo fort 
and buildings has been brought as a balance under the hoad of Midua¬ 
pore factory; why, I know not, as the principal, or rather only motive, 
of raising the several buildings here was for the collection*. For 
somo time after followed an establishment here of the Company’s 
commercial concerns, they being gradually removed from Balnsoro, 
whore the assortments now forming the Midnapore investment were 
formerly procured.’’ 

There can be no doubt that the Resident in Midnapore exercised 
a potential voice also in the civil and criminal jurisdiction of tho 
country long before the introduction of the reforms brought in by 
Mr. Warren Hastings in 1772. Justice was administered, if not 
directly by him, by native officials specially appointed for the purpose; 
in criminal cases by the Faujdar ; by tho Dewan or Naib sitting m 
the Adalat in civil matters. But the execution of the decrees of the 
latter, and of the sentences pronounced by the former, was carried out 
by the Resident; and it is therefore a legitimate inference from very 
safe premises to conclude that the Resident was altogether in the end 
responsible for the good government of the country, though the extract 
from a letter from the Resident to the Provincial Council now quoted 
shows that nominally the disposal of criminal business, and the scrutiny 
of the expenditure attendant thereon, even so late as 1778,f were more 
particularly under the care of the Nabob of Moorshedabad “ Accom¬ 
panying you will please to receive the accounts for these districts for 
the mouth of Jeyt with the several receipts. The bills or account of 
the Pousedarry charges that were transmitted to you for the months of 


* To 8. M idcll toil. Esq., President of tho Board of Trade, dated 15th May 1775, from tho 
■Resident of Midnapore. 

f Erom tfio Collector to Mr. Higgmson, Chief. Members c-t' the Provincial Council. 
Revenue, Burdwan, dated Midnapore, the 26th Juuo 1778. 
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goon, Cheyt, and Bysaac were given by the Fousedar here, as the 
Nabob had not transmitted any from the city; but His Excellency 
having now transmitted them, they aro herewith forwarded to you. 
I therefore request you will return mo those before sent of the 
Fousedar’s, who has applied to me for them. J 

It should be stated that in still later years, when the administra¬ 
tion of justice was taken out of the hands of the Collector, tho same 
nominal subordination of tho district criminal court to the authority of the 
Nabob was maintained; for in May 1782 the Committee of Revenue 
informed* the Collector that the pay of all the native officers of the Fauj- 
dari Adalat would be defrayed by the Naib Nazim himself, and that no 
further disbursements oil this account were to appear in his monthly 
accounts. These orders were not meant to extend to the receipts of 
the Judges of the Dewani Adalats on account of their Faujdari charges, 
which were to be defrayed by the Collector as usual. The Collector 
was to require duplicate receipts of the gentlemen acting as Fauj- 
dars. It was afterwards explained!* that the prohibition of the further 
payment of any vouchers for the expenses of the Faujdari Adalats was 
not to come into operation till the 1st Baisakh 1189 B.S.; in tho 
meantime vouchers under the signature of the Naib Nazim for the 
pay of tho officers of the Faujdari Adalats were to be discharged as 
usual by the Collector to the end of Chait 1188 B.S. 

The Resident also directed all military movements. The sepoys 
were sent on deputation by his orders, and the commanding office! was 
bound to carry out his instructions to the very letter. Returns of the 
troops, and the accounts of their stores and ammunition, were also sub¬ 
mitted to him, and explanation used to be required when punctuality 
in their transmission was not observed. His power for good or evil 
was far greater than is now exercised by tho Collector of the largest 
district in Bengal, and so far from being a mere merchant or factor, 
responsible only for the safe and profitable investment of the 
Company’s advances, he was at once a statesman, besides being the 
chief executive authority in the district. It is very probable that the 
business of the Company’s investment occupied but a small portion of 
his attention, his consideration being mainly directed to tho safe and 
tranquil settlement of tho revenues, or the expulsion from the district 
of gangs of robbers and dacoits; to the destruction of a hostile French 
armament* or a skilful negotiation with the Mahrattas. 

The acquisition of tho Dewani by the Company took place in 
Am rust i 7(15, but it would not by any means bo correct to say that it 
was only from that date that the collection and receipt of the revenue- 
in Midnapore passed into the hands of the Company’s officials. The 
fiscal administration of the district had come to be regulated by them 
several years before 3 765, and it is absolutely certain that the Resident 
devoted a very large portion of the time at his disposal to the consider¬ 
ation of revenue matters in 1761. 


* l*Yem tho Cormiiitnr- of Revenue, counting ,>f John Shore and 8. Charters, to John 
PitUirr Collect.»r, Miiln. t ore, dated Calcutta, tho 80th May 17S2. 

t 1-Vow the Knremtf Committee, consisting of Juhn Shore and John Evelyn, to John Potarcc, 
CoUfclor of Miduupore, dated Calcutta, tho 10th Juno 1782 
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Warren Hastings quitted Fort St. George in 1772 to become the 
head of the Government in Bengal. A great historian Jum written* 
that “ the only branch of politics about which the English function¬ 
aries busied themselves ” (even so late as that year) “ was negotiation 
with the native princes. The police, the administration of justice, 
the details of the collection of revenue, were almost entirely neglected.’’ 
And again, “ the collection of the rovonuo, the administration of justice, 
the maintenance of order, were left to this high functionary ” (meaning 
the native minister at the court of Moorshedabad). Whatever modicum 
of truth there may bo in the application of this remark when limited 
to the administration of justice or the maintenance of order, there 
can be no doubt whatever that in the district of Midnapore the officials 
cannot be charged with neglect of the land revenue branch of the 
administration for several years before 1772. It was only that the 
.Resident came to bo generally called Collector after 1772. There was 
no change or even modification of his functions introduced by the mere 
alteration in the mode of address. Almost the first letterf to be met 
with in the old records details the measures concerted in 1764 for 
the improved realization of the revenues by two of the ablest of 
the servants of tho Company in Midnapore, Messrs. Beaumont and 
Watts. 

In Midnapore:}: before 1772 there were no cutcherries held independ¬ 
ent of the Faujdar’s authority, which authority was delegated to, and 
exercised by, the Resident. In every pergunnah there was a cutohorry 
established for the collection of the revenue and the administration 
of justice under the management of a tehsildar (collector), who held his 
station by virtue of a perwannah from the Resident, and who acted as 
his representative, under the Resident’s immediate orders. Almost all 
complaints were preferred directly to the Faujdar’s or Resident’s 
cutcherry, who issued his orders to the tehsildar of the pergunnah whence 
the complaint was made to inquire into the merits of the cause, and 
directed him in what manner he was to settle it. Tho tehsildar 
reported tho result of his inquiry to tho Resident, and these reports, 
together with the complaints and orders, were all registered and 
lodged in the Faujdar’s cutcherry. It was explained that under this 
system there could he no arbitrary fines or impositions or taxes, nor 
could any authority he exercised independent of the Resident, who ruled 
and superintended the whole. It was to him that all appeals lay, and 
by him all regulations for the care of the inhabitants and the welfare 
of the province were made. It is doubtful wliat control or superin¬ 
tendence in excess of this is exercised by tho Collector-Magistrate 
of a district in the present day. The machinery at his disposal 
may be more elaborate, the nomenclature in use may bo more in 
accordance with the advanced notions current among us; in place 
of the tehsildar, the Magistrate issues his commands to inspectors and 
sub-inspectors, but it is likely that the tehsildar of 1772 was as sharp 

• Essny on Warren Hasting, by Lord Macaulay, volume 11, page 188. 

f Fiom A. Beaumont to tho Hon'ble jtenry Vansittart, Esq., President aud Governor, &o., 
Committee of Lunds, doted Fort William, 11th December 1701. 

X From Edward Buber t . the Hoo’bie tho President, &<?., Members of tho Committee of 
Keveuup, dated Midnapore, the 3rd. January I77ij. 


willing the web of a daeoity, and as honest in refusing a bribe, 
as the bedecked and belted myrmidon of 1870. To dissipate every 
shadow of doubt from the subject, as well as to illustrate it, is here 
quoted u demi-official letter* dated the 10th of April 1772, and addressed 
by the Resident to Mr. Lusbington, who was probably Resident at 

Hooghly:.“ Dear Lusbington,—F send* you two follows who have been 

taken up out of a gang that came into a pcrgunnah of mine, Bhunya- 
niutta, to rob and plunder; and enclosed I send you a copy of the 
petition which was presented to me, by which you will perceive that 
this nest of thieves is in } our territory. It is necessary a severe exam¬ 
ple should be made of them, and I am sure of your hearty endeavours 
to bring the rest of the gang to justice, as well as your inflicting an 
exemplary punishment on the present delinquents, who I send to you 
for that purpose.—lam, dear Lusbington, yours very sincerely, Edward 
Baber.” And also another letter,! of the 2nd August, to John Sumner, 
Esq., probably Chief at Burdwan:—“ Dear Sumner,—Long ero this 
you must doubtless have been acquainted with the propensity of your 
subjects to pilfer; upon the borders of this province they have the same 
inclination, and hence it is that mutual depredations are often made. 
By punishing the aggressors and rendering strict justice to the 
injured, it is to be hoped that we may in time make them more civilized 
and more tractable. Enclosed I send you a complaint from my people 
in Supur and Amainagar, from which you will fully learn the parti¬ 
culars of their grievance, and I am to request you will inquire into 
the matter, and where the offence is, there let the great axe fall. —I am, 
dear Sumner, yours sincerely, Edward Baber.” 

Were proofs and documents of a still anterior date required to 
satisfy the doubting roador, even they are forthcoming. On the 9th 
J uly 17G8J the Resident wrote to Calcutta, saying :—“ Some very horrid 
murders have lately been committed here. The perpetrators are now 
in prison ; the facts have been fully proved upon them, and are 
confessed by themselves. What would you have me do with them? I 
wish to hang them for the sake of example, but do not think it 
proper to proceed to that extremity without your approbation.” 

To which a reply was made by the Collector-GoueraP on the 
19th July 1768: —“ Having spoken to the President concerning the 
murders mentioned in your letter of the 9th instant, he thinks an 
application to the Board unnecessary, and that the perpetrators ought 
to lie tried in the Eousedar’s court at Midnapore, where, if the facts 
ar* proved, they muFi be condemned to death; in which case I desire 
you will order their execution to he made in such a manner as may be 
most likely to deter others in future.” It is clear that though the 
L on j da r was a native official, sitting in judgment with the aristanc-: 
of the Mahomedan expounders of the law, and though his decisions 
wore to a certain extent independent, still his proceedings were under 
tho control and supervision of the Resident, who was undoubtedly held 


*' From tho Resident to Mr. Luflbington, dated Uiduapore, the 10th April 1772, 
t Fioin the H'-oideot to John Sumner, Eio.. dated Midnnpore, the 2na August 1772. 

X From the Resident to Ridmrd Becher, Ksq., dated Midnapore, the 9th July 170S. 

§ From Richard Beobcr, Collector*General, to George VimBittort, Es^., dated Calcutta the 
l»th .July MB. 
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It appears proper in this place to anticipate to some extent the 
records of years subsequent to those the occurrences of which are 
narrated in the following chapters, and to show clearly the succes¬ 
sive. changes that were from time to time made of the particular 
officials who in Midnaporo were charged with the duties of Collector of 
the Revenue, of Judge, and of Magistrate. As will have been already 
learnt, in Midnapore, in the earliest times of its acquisition, the Resi¬ 
dent, or Chief, or Superintendent of the Collections, was the chief revenue 
authority in the district. Moreover, it he did not himself exercise all 
the functions of the executive, he certainly was vested with its 
superintendence. In him also was centred the supervision of the 
proceedings of the courts of justice, both civil and criminal. This was 
in accordance with what was to be expected. Mir Kasim’s assignment! 
of the revenues of Burdwan, Midnajioro, and Chittagong was made 
iu September 1760, and the Company wore constrained to establish in 
those three provinces, from the date of their acquisition, the usual 
zemindari courts, J in the same way as they had already done in tho 
district round Calcutta, and as they afterwards did,§ with certain modi¬ 
fications and improvements, universally throughout Bengal, Behar, and 
Orissa seven years after the cession of tho Dewani in 176o.|| These 
zemiudari courts were tho Faujdari, or criminal court, tho Mai Adalat, 
or court for the disposal of revenue questions, and the Dewani 
Adalat, or eutclicrry for tho trial of civil causes. In tho first few years 
of their occupation, and indeed for a considerable time after, it was not 
possible, nor at all necessary, for the Company to depute to a district 
more than one European official, who not only looked after theeommer- 
cial concerns of his masters, but also, so for as Midnaporo was 
concerned, represented them as the zemindar of the province,—that is, 
disposed of all fiscal questions, as well as superintended the proceedings 
of tho two courts, Mofussil Faujdari and Mofussil Dewani. 


FIRST CHANGE. 

Iii May 1774 the local superintendence of tho Resident or Col¬ 
lector in Midnapore was abolished^ by tho withdrawal of Mr. Samuel 
i iowis to Burdw.-ui. In a paper** of the 3rd May 1774 it was said that 
Mr. Vansittart, tho Chief of the Provincial Council of the Division of 
Burdwan, was to set out in a few days for Midnapore. Upon his 


v pf 'codnre pointed out by the Collector*Gon>ral vrtis undoubtedly thu 

ordinarily obtained in criminal cases. Tho Faujdar pronounced hi* fatwa, or 
used to be subiniH.ed to the Naib Nazim for confirmation. Ou receipt of the 

uurdera xvev 


whi-h 

judgment, which 

„ ■ .7 " lur connrraauon. uu reevipb ui mo Naib’a orders, tho 

Resident executed them. The case under notice was special ; tho murders wove commit ; Mn !, 
circumstances ot great atrocity, and tho Resident, perhaps unnecessarily, was induced to i k for 
instructions. It waa pnmkci out to him, very properly, that tho u-ml procedure could u»t b» 
departed from. 

t Mills’ History, volume 111, page‘MG, book IV, chapter V 
.1 Mills’ History, volume III page 15. book IV. chapter 1. 

Mills History, volume 111, page :ri book V, chap;. r 1. 

I! Mills’ History, volume lIT, page book IV, chapter VU 

Mills' History, volume IV, page o, b ; twb v , Raptor III. 

** From Warren Hastivg*. A Mersey, Uaero-s, I aw roll, and Graham, t. U Stuuuoi I ri 
Collector, Midnapore, dated Fort William, the 3rd May 1774, 
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Mr. Lewis was to deliver over the charge of his Collectorship 
take his seat as a Member of the Provincial Council. Mr. Lewis 
was to proceed with Mr. Vansittart to Burdwan as soon as the neces¬ 
sary arrangements were made for the future management of the 
business of the Midnapore district, which consisted in the appointment 
of a native deputy or nail/ to superintend the work of realizing the 
revenue and to hold courts of fiscal judicature called Dewani Adalat. 
Apparently before this change had been decided upon the following 
orders,! prohibiting the Company’s servants from engaging in the inland 
trade, were promulgated: — 

“ And bo it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from 
and after the first day of August one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-four it shall not bo lawful for any Collector, Supervisor, or any 
other of His Majesty’s subjeots employed or concerned in the collection 
of tho revenues or the administration of justice in the provinces of 
Bengal, Behar, or Orissa, or their agents or servants, or any person or 
persons in trust for them, to buy any goods, wares, merchandize, or 
other commodities whatsoever, by way of tralfic or trade at any place 
within the provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, and to soli the 
same again, or any part thereof, at the place where he or they bought 
tiie same, or at any other place within the said provinces, respectively; 
and it shall not be lawful for any of His Majesty’s subjects in the said 
provinces to engage, intermeddle, or be any way concerned, directly 
indirectly, in the inland trade in salt, betel-nut, tobacco, or rice, 
except on the account of the said United Company, on pain of 
forfeiting all such goods or commodities which he shall so buy 
and sell again by way of traffic, or in which he shall so trade; and 
also treble the value thereof, one moiety to the said United Company 
and the other moiety to him or them who will sue for the same in the 
said Supreme Court ; and every such person on conviction shall, more¬ 
over, bo liable to be sent to England by such order as aforesaid, unless 
he or they shall give sufficient security to remove him or themselves 
within twelve months after such conviction.” 

It would appear that tiro criminal branch of judicature among the 
natives was romitted to the nominal government of the Nabob and exer¬ 
cised under tho superintendence of Mahomed RezaKhan.J A gentleman 
holding the rank of junior merchant, with an allowance made to him as 
:’uoh of 20 Company’s rupees per mensem, was stationed in Midnapore 
with tho title of Commercial Resident,§ in which capacity his salary was 
150 sicca rupees. 

SECOND CHANGE. 

In April 1777 a return was made to the old arrangements, and 
Mr. Poiarce, who was by rank a senior merchant.!) was appointed 


* Mrilr*’ IJiotury, volume JV, page 2, bonk V, chapter III. 

f C‘»|vy of the 27 th ur-aion of the Chapter 63, 13th of the King, being tho curio ore t > 
a circular letter from E. liny, ^cr- • try to the Government, Kevenue Department, lo W. N. W. 
Hn'Vi M, JinJ-p* uf tho Dew uni Adalit tit ilijli, dated ivevimua Department, Council 

Chamber, the 30th January 1786. 

x .Mills* Hist volume J V, page 6 book V ehnj.»0»r li I. 

t; Kr-m flic Rc ?odent to Samuel Middleton, Jttscp, President, &c„ Members of the Board of 
Ti’fi'i •, dated Midnapore, tho 16th August 1776. 

!1 From J. IV-mrco, K to David Anri'non, Eiif}., President, and Member? of the Commit 1 a 
of Ke venue, Calcutta, doted Midnapore, the 10th November 1781. 
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bl lector of Midnapore and Jellasore,* to have that local control over 
the affairs relating to the revenues of the two districts which had been 
abrogated in 1774 in favour of tho superintendence of the Provincial 
Council of Burdwan. This return is apparently unnoticed by Indian 
historians; it may be that it was not generally made throughout 
Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, and that Midnapore was considered, 
exceptionally circumstanced, and was treated in a special manner. 
Undoubtedly it was the tendency of tho time to abolish tho local 
authority of the Collectors, and to centre all control in Councils or 
committees to be stationed at selected towns in the provinces, or to 
p^ I0 Presidency. After Mr. Peiarce’s appointment, a separate 
European official, one Mr. King,f was stationed as Commercial Resident 
in Midnapore. 

No change in the arrangements made in 1774 for the distribution 
ot civil and criminal justice seems to have been introduced in 1777, 
alter which year Mr. Peiarce was addressed by the members of Govern- 
mentj (Warren Hastings, Barwell, Francis, Wilder, and Eyre Coote) 
indifferently as Collector of Midnapore, or Collector of Midnapore and 
Jellaeore, or Superintendent of the Collections. His status as Collector 
was so distinctly kept in view, that when Mr. Charters was sent 
in 1777 to carry out the settlement of Midnapore and its depend¬ 
encies, the Provincial Council judged it expedient to appoint Mr. Peiarce 
to act with Mr. Charters as d committee of their Board at Midnapore, 
in order, as they said, to obviate the many inconveniences and delays 
which would inevitably attend tho transaction of the business ht 
Burdwan. Mr. Peiarce was to understand that the appointment of 
Mr. Charters was not intended to interfere in any degree with hip. 
station of the Superintendent of tho Collections of Midnapore^ but was 
confined solely to tho business of the revenue settlement. It was not 
lib 1778, however, that the Honourable the Governor-General and 
Council wore pleased to make Midnapore a separate colleotorsbip,|| the 
actual separation of the district from the Burdwan division not taking 
place till the 1st December 1778.11 


THIRD CHANGE. 

The next change to be chronicled was made in 1781,** when a court, 
separate Rom the Provincial Council, and styled Dewani Adaiat, was 
established in Midnapore for the cognizance of such disputes as arose 
bet ween individuals; all such disputes as affected the revenue continuing 


dated BuX^^uh H 4t1l“mV W ' W ' Ch#rtors ' to Mr ' J - l ’« 

Marri0tt ’ W ' ** l ° Mi ' iuup " re ' 

(prob^fro^l !!eSidCnl “ Mi *^*»* ^ U » U “" a > *» » '-cnbor 

t From Warren Haatmga, Richard Barwell, P. Fronou, Edward WM«v Kvrc Co„ 
Mr. .luhn Pmareo, Colh , port William, ihu 84th Manh i;7»). 

it, . : i '" :! , Higgiuson, William Marriott. William Pw, and Satuuet Chart* 

Mr. John Poiarce, Midu.ipore, duf.-.t fcordwtiu, tho 12th Amu-t (777. 

" Pe !? rc 5 (probRblv ,) to Mr - William Marriott, Chief, Member* of tin* Pm 
L oil mil, Revenue, Burdwan, dated Midnapore, the 28th December 1778. 

CV,h 3 , inr 3 1 Crviti \ A or ou n t a n V- General to the Board, F-<rt William, fro* 

t-. ol 1 eot o r, da te -1 M * d n a pore, the noth June 1779 . 

,v if »«lory. volume J.V. page 241, booh V, diopm, Vi 


laree 
da? d 
1778 
v to 
i, to 
moral 
\ Tho 
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subject exclusively to the jurisdiction of the Collector, Mr. Peiarce, in 
Midnaporo; of the Provincial Council elsewhere. Mr. Peiarce in 1781 
as Collector enjoyed a salary of Sicca Rupees 1,200 per mensem and 
Rs. 300 house-rent ; his assistant got Rs. 372 and houso-rent Rs. GO ;f 
his dewan got Rs. 150 per mensem. 

A covenanted servant of tho Company was appointed^ to preside 
over the local Dewani Adalat, who was Mr. Shearman Bird,§ sworn into 
office by Mr. Peiarce in August 1781.|| The Collector, writing some 
years later, in 1780,If to the Preparer of Reports to the Revenue Depart¬ 
ment, said that tho Dewani Adalat was formed, and the Magistrate 
arrived, about May or June 1781. 

It would be well to bear in mind the nature and extent of the 
Magistrate’s authority.** Besides being Superintendent of the Dewani 
Adalat, he was vested with the power of apprehending depredators aud 
delinquents within the hounds of his jurisdiction, but not of trying or 
punishing them, a power which was still reserved to tho Nizamat 
Adalat acting in the name of the Nabob. In other words, Mr. Bird 
was Police-Magistrate as well as Civil Judge, in which latter capacity 
he was allowed, on the recommendation of Sir Elijah Impey and with 
(he approval of the Board,ff “a fee of 10 per oent. on all deposit fees 
to be received at the commencement of causes in his court.” Mr. Bird 
had a registrar, or, as he was styled in 1781, “ register,” who was 
Mr. Camac.Jf Mr. Peiaree’s assistant, succeeded by Mr. George Purling 
in June 1784.§§ The creation of a European Magistrate, to whom were 
transferred at least some of tho duties entrusted to tho Police Magistrates, 
called Faujdars and Thanadars, introduced in 1774, did not interfere, 
however, with the subordination of the Faujdar to the Naib Nazim, which 
was still recognized, as the following lettcr|||| will show : — 44 I have received 
3 our receipts for Fauzdarry charges for the months of Asar, Sravan, and 
Bhadon, at Rs. 481 per mensem. In reply, I am to inform you that I 
am directed by the Committee of Revenue to discharge the allowance 
to the officers of the Fauzdarry Adalat under the attestation of the 
Naib Nazim, as usual. And likewise, that I am to make the necessary 
advances to the judges of tho several Dewani Adalats for their Fauz¬ 
darry expenses. 


• Establishment for the Midnapore collectorship. charges, collections; Calcutta, dated 1st 
Kovomher 17# i. 

f Kvon down to 17s<; Mr. Peiar :e’s assistant got Rs. <132 per mensem, vide letter from 
Mr. Purlin ;, assistant, to John Peiarce, Esq.. Collector of Midnapore, dated Midnaporo, tho 12th 
March J?$o. 

X To En :• Bani’h, SVcretnry to the Bevenue Depart*., 'at, from Mr. Peiarce (probably), 
dated Midnapoie, tho 28th August 1781. 

$ T>> Mr. Shore-, Acting President of the Committee of .Revenue, Calcutta, from Mr. P-iarce 
(probably), dated Midnapore. the 9th August 1781. 

j] To Mr. Bird from J. Poiaroe (probably), dated the 10th July 1781. 

% From the Collector, to John Duncan, Ewp, Preparer of Reports to thoRovcnue Department, 
Khnlflu Midnapore, the 6th October 1786. 

»• Mills’ill ’"ry, volume IV uago 252, book V, chnpt Vt 

ff l.'rmn Willi tm Jolmsou, lUgiMer of the Sudder Adalat. to S. Bird, Es<l-> Judge of tho 
1 a-vnm Adal.d at Midnapore, dated C-dantra, tho 6th June 1781. 

;ft TV Ertinuel Charters KV<|., Acting Prcnuleut, &c., Commit*:.' - -f Rev euuo, from tuo Colloctor 
f)*rob.ihlv), flat I Midnapore, the ::Jrd June 174. 

§)• From W, W. bher. Nectary to I he Re ouuo Department, to Mr. G cargo Purling, dated 
1 • ! \\ iliiam. the 7th April 1781. 

Hi; From the Collector to S, Bird, E«|., dated Midnapor? the 13th October 1781. 
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“I am therefore now to inform you that ‘before the receipt of 
yoiu-s I had received a letter from the Nazim enclosing an attestation 
for the payment of Rs. 459-6 and Rs. 105 to Mir Sadat Ally as his 
Fauzdarry allowance for the month of Asar, and which sums were 
accordingly paid him.” 

7 Monthly advances used to be made* from the treasury on account 
or. the prisoners in the Faujdari jail for their• allowance of diet; the 
sum used to be repaid when the cash for that purpose was issued out 
by the Nabob. 

While dwelling pn this subject, it may not be deemed out of place 
to give some account of the duties zemindars and others owed to the 
ewani Adalats. . Such is accordingly afforded in the extract of the 
subsidiary regulations for the administration of civil justice quoted in 
the appendix.f 

Some years later, in 1785, Magistrates were invested with the 
power of adjudicating in criminal cases of a trifling nature, when all 
the Faujdari summonses were issued* by Mr. Bird, and in his absence 
by the Register, Mr. Hewett. The Secretary to Government in the 
Revenue Department wrote § to the Committee of Revenue, which body, 
as will bo shown hereafter, had taken the place of the Provincial 
Council“ I am directed by the Hon’blo the Governor-General and 
Council to acquaint you that, for the more speedy and effectual adminis¬ 
tration of criminal justice, they have thought proper to invest the 
Magistrates with powers to hear and determine, without any reference 
to the Fauzdarry Court, all prosecutions for potty offences, such as 
abusive language or calumny, inconsiderable assaults or atl'vuys, pilfor- 
ings, and the like; but that in all cases affooting either the life or limb 
of the party accused, or subjecting him or her to imprisonment for any 
term exceeding the space of four days, or to corporal punishment 
exceeding fifteen rattans, the Magistrates do proceed, according to tho 
existing regulations,, to remit the case to the hearing and determination 
of tho established criminal courts.” 

It should be remarked that beside the|| ordinary courts of penal 
judicature,, special commissions for the trial of desperate or extraordi¬ 
nary criminals were occasionally obtained from tho Naib Sub a on 
application made to the Governor-General. 

In the year 1781 also the Provincial Council of Burdwau, which 
had hitherto acted as the next superior controlling authority over tho 
of Midnapore, was abolished^ and the powers with which 
it had been vested were transferred to the Committee of Revenue formed 
at Lie Presidency, to which body the Collector of Midnaporo was 
accordingly henceforth subordinate. 

i I 16 ^ m bers of the Committee of Revenue were Mr. David 
Anderson, John Shore, Samuel Charters, and U. Croffce.3, the first-named 

A ■^ r . 0 . m ^onector to the Committee of Revenue, dated Midnapore, tho 20th October 1785 
f Vide Appendix Ho.,1. - ,CJ ' 

f I'rom fho Collector (probably) to C. Gromwcliu, Esq. (probably Commercial lament) 
at, Chat;.!, dated Midnapore, the 30th August 17 80 . 5 1 1 J h . 

§ From W. Webber, Secretary, Hvimie Depart mi it, to W. Cow per, Esq., &o Mcmbm 
ot Uh - Committee of Revenue, dated Fort William, tho 15th April i7$o. 

40 Mr - '• tho Collodion., 

f Aiilis’ History, volume IV, page 253, book V, chapter VI. 
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-gSiflomau being President. On this subject two letters,* quoted in 
the appendix, dated respectively the 9th and 20th February 1781, 
and addressed to Mr. Piearce, may prove interesting. 

The regulations! dated 12th August 1783, quoted also in the 
appendix, detail the powers to'be exercised by the Committee, Chiefs, 
and Collectors with regard to zemindars. 


For Tumlook, which is now a sub-division of the Midnapore 
district, there lire records extant from the year 1783, from which it 
is seen that in that year there was a Salt Agent stationed there, who 
performed the functions of a Collector ; he also exercised to some extent 
a criminal jurisdiction. It appears that criminals were ordinarily 
tried at Chitpore, at least for the graver offences committed in the 
Tumlook division, as the following quotation! will show “ I have 
received your letter of the 14th instant, and request that you will send 
up Subudtree, the murderer, to me, that I may deliver her up to 
the Fauzdarry Adalat at Chitpore for trial. It will be necessary also 
to send up the following witnesses, &e ” But in October 1783 the 
Collector of Salt Districts wrote§ to the Salt Agent regarding a case 
of causing abortion, saying,—“ The prisoners ought properly to be tried 
by the Fauzdarry Adalat at Chitpore, but as the extensive jurisdiction 
of this court burthens it with more business than it can get through, 
there is very great delay in the trials, and sometimes the prisoners cannot 
be tried at all. In the meantime the prisoners aud witnesses 
must be maintained at the expense of Government; I therefore recom¬ 
mend to you the trial of these persons in the Zemindarry Court in 
your district, as the offence by the Mussulman law is not capital; 
and inflict such punishment as may prevent such practices in future.” 

In the December ensuing, the following letter|| was written :— 
u When the Fauzdars of Tumlook and Mysadul were recalled, about 
three years ago, the business of that department was conducted in the 
name of the zemindars till such time as you were pleased to adopt 
the measure of fixing an establishment for having the business conducted 
by my predecessor, which, I look upon as a duty incumbent on me 
to acquaint you, has turned out every way satisfactory to the native 
inhabitants of these districts, and effectually put it out of the power 
either of the zemindars or their servants to oppress them by confine¬ 
ment or undue exactions. It is therefore incumbent on me, for 
their future relief and for the better preservation of the country, 
to recommend that the business of the Fauzdarry be conducted at the 
public cutcherries, agreeable to the system adopted during the time 
of my predecessor, and that complaints be received at the eutchervy 
by the servants on the part of Government and those of the zemindar?; 
and that all trifling complaints be immediately investigated and 
•ftled (hero; but m those of a more serious nature,the parties to be 


• W’tie App'-mlicoH Noo. 2 and 3. 
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nfc up to Mr. Campbell, with whom it will be necessary to 
continue the vakools that are now there to attend on the pail of 
each zemindarry. 


“ The establishment you have been pleased to allow for conduct¬ 
ing the business of the Fauzdarry will bo full sufficient with the addition 
of one canoongo-mohurir to attend at the Tumlook cutcherry, the same 
as at Mysadul, and two hundred rupees annually for the subsistence 
of the prisoners during the time they are in confinement. These 
recommendations will, 1 flatter myself, meet with your approbation and 
approval. 5 ’ 

In the same month of December was written the reply* to this 
letter:— 

“ I have received your letter of the 16th instant, and I authorize 
you to take the Fauzdarry business into your own hands and conduct 
it yourself in the name of the zemindar, according to tho plan which 
you have described. 55 


FOURTH CHANGE. 


On the 27th November 1786 Mr. John Peiarce, the Collector, was 
appointed to the vacant offices of Judge and Magistrate of the 
division of Midnapore and.Jellasore.f In the January following the 
Right Honorable the Governor-General in Council was pleased to pass 
tho following resolution :— 

“ Agreed that the Collector of Midnapore be, from tho loth 
instant, as Judge, allowed the same reduced establishment and salary 
as are drawn by the Judge of Chittagong, and as the several other 
stations where the office of Judge is united to the Collectorship, viz. 
Sicca Rs. 1,602 per mensem. 55 J 

In the beginning of 1787 the following letter was notified for 
general information:— 

“ The Court of Directors having determined that it will tend more 
to simplicity, energy, justice, and economy to reinvest the provincial 
Chiefs or Collectors with the superintendonoy of the Courts of Dewani 
Adalat, it is our resolution that this determination shall take effect 
from the commencement of tho ensuing Bengal year 1194. 

“ The Collectors are to continue as at present to act under your 
immediate orders in all revenue matters, and to correspond with us on 
any subjects relating to the administration of justice or the general 
government of the country. 

“In order to prevent the interference of private banyans or 
agents, of any denomination, who have no official employ or respon¬ 
sibility, as well as for other considerations, the Court of Directors have 
ordered that official dowans shall bo stationed with each Col lector, upon 
the principles of the regulations of 1773. We deem it advisable to 
permit the Collectors to recommend the persons stationed with them 


• From ll»*ni7 Van> atari. Collector oi’ Salt Districts, to Wiliam Deni, A$out for tiic Division 
of Tumlook, dated the 17th December 1783 . 

t To Hi*. John Peiarce, Collector at Midnapore, from William Bruore, Secretary, Council, 
Revenue Department, dated Couueil Chamber, the ‘.27 th November 17S0. 

j From W. Bruore, Secretory, Bo venue Department, to Mr. J. i'eiaroo, Judge ul Miduapor*- 
datca Council Chamber, tho 10th January 1787. 
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dewane, subject, however, to your confirmation under this special 
restriction, that the persons so recommended by them shall not serve 
them as their private banyans or in any private capacity. 

“ It is not our meaning that the dewans are to hold or exorcise 
any authority independent of the Collectors, but in all respects to net 
under their immediate orders and control. 

“ The power of apprehending in criminal cases, which by the 
Regulations of Justice is vested in the Judges of the Adalat in their 
capacity of Magistrates, will of course be transferred to the Collector 
in his judicial capacity.”* 

In April 1787 the Assistant Secretary to Government wrote to 
Mr. Peiarce,f — “ I am directed to inform you it has tills day been further 
resolved that your allowance, both as Collector and Judge, be hence- 
lorth consolidated and fixed at the rate of fifteen hundred sicca rupees 


per mensem. 

“ 3rd .—It has been determined that two assistants be allowed to 
your station, the senior of whom is of course to be Register of the 
Adalut; and that their allowances have been fixed at the rate of 
11s. 500 per mensem to the former and Rs, 400J to the latter; which is 
to include, and be in lieu of, all allowances whatsoever that might bo 
drawn or claimed by the respective ranks in the service. Mr. Dickson 
has been appointed your first, and Mr. J. B. Burges your second, 
assistant. 

“4th .—Enclosed you will receive a copy of the establishment 
which has been allowed you as Judge of the Adalut at Midnapore, 
according to which you are to nominate tho several officers of that 
court.” 

Mr. Peiarce’s personal salary was exclusive of such commission 
as night hereafter be allowed, but included the consolidated allowances 
of Judge, Magistrate, and Collector.§ 

The establishment for the Dewani Adalat was fixed at Rs. 556 
a month, to commence from the 1st June 1787.|| It should be remem¬ 
bered that, these changes did not affect the subordination of the regular 
Eaujdari courts to the Naib Nazim, who had still the superintendence 
of those tribunals.il 

The student of history will find in these arrangements an illustra¬ 
tion of tli* 1 regulations passed in 1787, whereby Collectors of .Revenue 
were again vested with the powers of judicature and police, by having 


* jkxinvi of a lf»tf r from tho Right Honorable the fJovcrnor-General in Council, dated 5th 
February 17b7, being the enclosure to a letter fi >m J. 8hore, Thomas Uraharn, And John Mackenzie, 
to Mr. John Pelnrco, Collector of Midnapore, dnt d Calcutta, the 10th April 1767. 

f To VIr. J. Peinrce, Collector and Judge of Midnapore. from John Duncan, Ae&iatant Seem, 
tury, lb emu Douartinetit, dntod Council Chamber, the 18th \pril 1787. 

X However, it wau plainly watt'd m tho Juno following that tho Register's allowance was 
Rs. Ht*0 per mensem; and in tin* December previous it was :.mid that assist ante at a subordi¬ 
nate got a sulury of lie. 300. To Mr. Duncan, Assistant Secretary. Revenue Department, c.'uleutt 
frprd the (ad! h; tor, dated Midnapore, the Hth June 1787, and froxu William Dickson andj.il. 
Burgufl, to John Poiurco. Jv p, Co)loct-»r of Midnnpore, dated :3pth December 17 

6 To Mr. } Poiarco, Collector of Midnapore, from Will iron Cowpor, Thomas Crabatn, John 
Miiekenaio. Richard Johnson. dated Calcutta. liny 2iih April 1787. 

(| V' r (iiu rh«i Collector r J jlui Shore, DM*j,. Pn-i lent of ihe Board of Revenue, duied the Uh 
Juno 1767 

A Rrirnot of u letter from the Uov rnor-O^neral in Council, dated *2Uf May 1788, and 
recorded ijj the ptocucdiiiyt of Dm Board of Kcvcmie dated Die 27th of t i sumo month. 
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conveyed to them the principal authority in the Dewani Adalats, with 
the power of Magistrates in apprehending olfenders against t!16 public 
peace: in other words, they were vested with the triple power of 
Revenue Agents, of Judges, and of Police Magistrates.* * * § 

Accordingly in 1787 Mr. Peiarce, the Judge, Magistrate, and 
Collector of Midnapore, used to transmitf to the Bight llon’ble Earl 
Cornwallis, Governor-General, &c., Members of the Sudder Dewani 
Adalat, at Port William, an abstract register of causes decreed during 
the course of each month. In the appendix is given a copy of certain 
regulations for the guidance of the Collector or Superintendent of the 
two courts of civil and criminal justice. + 

Previous to this return to the old system, in J uno 1786, in confor¬ 
mity to orders§ received from the Ilon’ble the Court of Directors, the 
Committee of Revenue was dissolved, and a Board of Revenue consti¬ 
tuted in its room, of which John Stables, Esq., was to be President, 
Messrs. Cowper, Graham, Mackenzie, Johnson, and Evelyn members, to 
be resident at the Presidency.il Besides the Board of Revenue at 
Calcutta, there was a Supreme Board, called the Hon’ble Board, consist- 
of tho Govern or- General and Momhers of Council.^! 

Before describing tho next change it would not bo amiss to 
explain the views of the Government in 1787 regarding the allowances 
sanctioned for Collectors, and tho way in which it was hoped they 
would comport themselves. They are embodied in a letter written 
in the month of July,** * * §§ which, being of sufficient importance to be 
quoted in extenso, •will be found in the appendix.ft 

Two years later, in March 1789, an orders was passed by the Gover¬ 
nor-General in Council precluding the Judge of the Mofussil Dewani 
Adalat at Midnapore from any concern whatever in commercial trans¬ 
actions, or in the management of any banking-house or house of agency, 
from and after the first day of May 1789. Collectors of Revenue and 
Customs were also so precluded. 

As regards Tumlook, the Salt Agent reported?? in March 1/87 
that the districts had been khas ever since the month of October 17S1, and 
the management of the revenues annexed to his agency by order of the 
Ilon’ble the Governor-General in Council; since which time tho zemin¬ 
dars of Tumlook and Mysadul had not been invested with any authority . 
The Governor-General in Council had been pleased to an oex to the Agent 


* Milla’ History, volume V, pago book VI, choptev V. 

f From J. Poiaree to tho Fight ITon’blo Eari Cornwallis, Governor-Uruml, &e , 3 Members 
of tho Sudtlor Dewani Adalat, FortWilliam, dated Moftissil Dewnui Adulut, Midnapore, tim iai 
August 1787. 

t Vide Appendix No. 6. 

§ From Si inn Assistant S .-crottirv, to John Peiarce, F~'i. Collector of \lidimpc)iv s dated 
Calcutta, the 1st Juno 1788. 

|j From J. Stables, William Cow por, Thomas Cl rah am, John Mackenzie, and J. J>elyn, to 
Mr. J. L. Chauvet, Kcddent at Jmo*,duled Calcutta, the September l?Hii. K»vemu> 
Hoard. 

From William Cowper, Thomas Graham, Richard Johnson, J. Evolyn, to Mr. dohu Pointer, 
Collector of Midnapore, dated Calcutta, tho 8 th November 17$U, Revenue Board. 

From .Toiui Duncan, "CcreUry to tho Council. Council Chamber, Revenue U.j.urtuv. to 
Jolua Poiareo, Collector of Midnapore, duied the JWth July 1787. 
ft Vi Jr Appendix No. (5. 

From K. Hay, S'crotnry, to C. Ruttowcm, d ited Council Chamber (h* 4ih March 178.*, 

§§ From William Dent, Salt Agent of tumlook, to Thotum* Uaivort, Collector of tho dnlt 
Diaferiefr, dated Tumlook, th > 113th March 1 787* 
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of the Tumlook Division the charge of Collector of the Land Revenue, 
giving it as the reason “ that the two articles could not be separated 
(considering it so blended with the salt) without embarrassing the 
managers and creating a loss to Government.” The Salt Agent then 
proceeded to say that if the Adalat were annexed to his agency in any way 
the Jiight Hon’ble the Govomor-General in Council might be pleased to 
order, "he was fully persuaded the inhabitants would derive from it 
much ease and comfort, and it would be the saving of a groat expense, 
which they were under the necessity of incurring whenever complaints 
were preferred against them, and those complaints settled and adjusted 
at so great a distance from their own habitations. 

In the June following the Salt Agent was appointed Judge and 
Magistrate and sworn in at the Council House in Calcutta." On this 
point the following letter will he perused with interest:— 

“ f lam directed by the Right Honorable the Govern or-General 
in Council to acquaint yon that, in consequence of a system that has 
been lately generally adopted throughout the provinces for re-annexing 
to the officer in charge of the collections the authority of administering 
justice in civil cases, his Lordship has this day been pleased to appoint 
you Judge of the Dewani Adalat, which you are hereby directed to 
establish and open at the seat of your agency and eollectorship, and 
to carry on the administration of justice in all cases that may come 
before yon, and that appertain to persons and property within the 
local extent of your collections, according to the spirit and, as nearly 
as present circumstances w T ill admit, to the letter of the Judicial Regu¬ 
lations, of which a printed copy is herewith transmitted to you for 
immediate use, it being intended to furnish you with an amended code 
which is now preparing. 

“ The Governor- General in Council has also been pleased to vest 
in you the authority of Magistrate. Your duty as such is to apprehend 
all robbers, murderers, and thieves, and in general all disturbers of the 
peace, and to deliver them over with a written charge under ybur 
signature to the nearest Fauzdarry Adalat to take their trials ; but for 
the more speedy and effectual administration of criminal justice you 
are invested with power to hear and determine, without any reference to 
the Fauzdarry Court, all prosecutions for petty offences, such as abusive 
language or calumny, inconsiderable assaults or affrays, pilferings and 
the like. But iu all cases affecting either the life ortho limb of the party 
accused, or subjecting him or her to imprisonment for any term exceed- 
, iug tlio space of four days, or to corporal punishment exceeding fifteen 
rattans, you will proceed, according to the existing regulations, to remit 
the cause 10 the hearing and determination of the established criminal 
courts. 

li In your capacity of Civil Judge of the Adalat of Tumlook you 
are to correspond with the Sudder Dewani Adalat, and occasionally 


* FVmn JhUh Duncan, Secretary, Revom;o P< partmeiit, to Mr. William Pent, Judge aud 
M'tpiU*US' of the SMI Division of Tumlook, dated Council C bumbor, the 27th Juno 1/ 7. 

i Prom John Pun^n, Secretary, lim/ouuo Dopovtmout, to Mv. U.Dout, dated 

( ottocii ChfitoLor, tin* lib Juno 17H7. 

f J f > Mr. V,. N VV. Hrv/oLt from John Duoean, Assistant Secretary, Revenue Department, 
dated CduncR Chamber, the 4tn .Tumi 17S7 
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with the Governor-General in Council, as you will find directed in the 
J udiciftl Regulations. As Magistrate your correspondence is ^to lie 
with the Remembrancer to the Criminal Courts, ah office at present held 
by Mr. John White, whose instructions you will strictly adhere to in 
making tho monthly returns of your proceedings in the manner that 
ho will point out. As Salt Agent, and in charge of tho collections, you . 
are to consider yourself as remaining, as before, subject to, and under 
the control of, the Salt Department. 

“ Enclosed is a copy of the establishment which lias been allowed 
you in your judicial capacity, according to which you will appoint the 
officers of your court. The Board think the amount fully sufficient fo 
enable you to conduct with propriety and effect tho new duties entrusted 
to you, considering the comparatively suuill number of causes that 
will probably como before you and the ’other establishments already 
allowed to you as Salt Agent, and as the person entrusted with the 
immediate charge of the collections. 

“ Enclosed are two forms of oaths which .you are to take and sub¬ 
scribe to in the most public and solemn manner in presence of 
Mr. Uewett, the Agent and officor in charge of tho collections of the 
neighbouring division of Hijii in like manner as he has .been instructed 
to take and subscribe to the same oaths before you previous to his 
entering upon the new similar authorities that have been vested in him 
tliroughout his own division. These oaths, when thus taken and signed 
to, you aro to return to me.” 

It may be remarked en passant that it was stated in August 1700 
that tho Dewani Adalat in Tumlook waB closed? for three months—Jti|y, 
August, and September—on account of the cultivation of the land/ 

The establishment allowed tho Judgesf of the two salt divisions of 
Tumlook and Hijii (which is also a subdivision of tho Midnapore 
district), Messrs. Dent and Hewett, consisted* t>f a darogahon Rs. 80 a 
month, a muharrir on Rs. 30, a pandit on Iis. 20, two luunslns on 
i t*. 25 each, a sheristadar on Rs- 30, a mulla on its. 5, a Brahmin on 
its. 5, a jemadar on Rs. 10, eight peons on Rs. 32; tho total cost being 
Rs. 262 per mensem. 

It should be borne in mind that all Europeans not British subject * 
were equally amenable with tho natives to the authority of the Magis¬ 
trate within his own district, and to the Fattjdari Court to whinh they 
might bo committed.§ The only exceptions to this rule were those 
subjects of France resident within “her six ancient factories of Ohan- 
demagore, Cossim Bazar, Dacca, Nuddea, Bala sore, and Patna, which, 
with the territories belonging to them, were under the protection oft 
the itag and subject to the French jurisdiction.” 

Mr. Ilewott, the Salt Agent of Hijii, as Magistrate!! w?ts invested 
from the lit January 1791 with tho charge of the Faujdari jail and 

fe ’ Fr.nn J. linyijf An^-nunt, Tumlook Division. to Mr. J. ('oruit-h, A distant Collector of ilio 8alt 
Dislricis, Fort William, d-ned TomlooV, tho Utb August 1?90. 

t Tho enclosure to lettef from John Duncan, Awiatent Secretary, Eevemio Doparlinont, t o ‘ 

Mr. W. N. W. Hew-At, dated Cotuicil Chamber, tho ith jum> 1 87. 

I I’uailcok iMvani Adaml cAnblishmcnt, dated Tumlook, too 30th Juno 1790. 

} Fhom Lord Cornwallis ai»J v'lr.Aev 8 j-ul to VV N. W. flow- 0. L':n., Magistrate of 
Hijii, dated IWl William, tlio I2> U UovemV-v i7SS. 

i| Frum I£, H. Barlow, vSuh-Seerot.tr;- to W. N. W liow-it, MugfctMU, Hijii, d»t t d i,;U. 
h'Ciiaibu 1790, iiavenue Der-artuiont, Council Chamber. 
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tsoners, and also of tho malthana. lie was further authorized to 
issue tho established diet money to the prisoners in confinement* The 
duties connected with this oharge were hitherto performed by the Yiarogah 
of the criminal court at Hijli, who also kept the records of the court 
In the letter from which this information regarding the accession 
to Mr. Howett’s duties is obtained is accorded the first notice "of the 
creation of courts of circuit, established for the trial of offenders. 

The Magistrate of Hijli* was to send all prisoners he might have 
committed before or since the-change of system for tho administration 
of criminal justice, and all persons who might be hereafter apprehended 
within his jurisdiction against whom there might appear sufficient 
grounds for commitment to Midnapore, furnishing the Magistrate of that 
district with the charges preferred against them in the form prescribed 
by the existing Faujdari regulations. The Judges of the Court of 
Circuit on arrival at Midnapore would try these Hijli cases. 


<SL 


FIFTH CHANGE. 

In the end of 1792, or in the beginning of 1793, the Collector of 
Midnapore, Mr. Cosby Burrowes, was deposed, apparently because his 
endeavours to secure a satisfactory condition of the revenue collections 
were not entirely successful. It had about the same time been decided 
that the offices of Magistrate and Collector should be separated, and the 
Govern or-General in Council availed himself of the opportunity to 
appoint Mr. Dowdeswell, a man endowed with great ability and judg¬ 
ment, to he the chief revenue authority in Midnapore.f Mr. Burrowes 
remained as Magistrate* § and Mr. John Fendall became Judge,§.till later 
iii the year, in May, the offices of J idge of the Dewani and Magistrate of 
the zillah of Midnapore were amalgamated in the person of Mr. Fendall.il 
Mr. Dowdeswell was appointed to he Sub-Secretary and Persian and 
Bengali Translator to the Board of Revenue, and Mr. C. Ogilvie was 
deputed to fiil hie place in Midnapore. Mr. Burrowes disappears from the 
scene entirely. Later in the year there was another change. Mi. Ogilvie®; 
applied for leave of absence for a month on account, as it is quaintly said, 
of a violent disorder in his bowels, for which nis physician reoommended 
a change to sea; and Mr.,Dowdeswell, whose worth was known ro the 
Board, was sent to fill his place till his return.** It was distinctly eaid+f 
that Mr. Dowdeswell was intimately acquainted with the decennial settle¬ 
ment -«f Midnapore, and that his experience would, in the Board’s opinion, 
be ot good service in the revenue administration of the district. 


* * 'IV vV. N. W. Hwet'i, Esq., Magistrate of Hijli, from Register, Nizamufc Adnlat, daW 

Fort Willium, the 31st October 1701. 

f To Mr. G. TJawdcswaH, Acting Collector of Midnapore, from Thomas Gralmm, Charles 
Chapman, J. Hullar, and nothor. Revenue Board, 21st. December 1792. 

X TofYsby Burrowes, Magistrate at Midnopore, from Thomas Doshwood, Civil Auditor, 
Fori William, Civil Auditor’.- Olhco, 16lh January 1793. _ 

§ To John Fended, E:-q., Judge, Midnapore (apparently from tho Collector), dated Oth January 
1793. 

|| To G. Dowdeswell, Ksq., from E. H. Barlow, Sab-Sccretary, Revenue Department, dated 
Council Chamber, iho 29th M.tr b 1793. * n , . 

T From Mr Up'ilvie f -o William Cowper, Fsq.. P*T*>ident pnd MvmbflJffl# boaui ot 

Rcvniim. Crd-'-r .t- d . Inaj , the* lfj’h August. 1793. H 

‘ * T'» Dcwdmvidl. ]•. [ 1 ., from tin .^vr< iar\. Rov, mm Board, diit.-d the 27feh August 17:*..;. 
ft l-suaot ...f ,-i l.ttor fn.m tin Governor-Oemra! in Con -at. dued the 2Hrd August C93, b.-mg 
anrjo m:- vc . t : from tht Srcrolary, Revenue Board, to Mr. C. Ogilvie, Collector o» Miuuapmo, 
datui 27th August 1701*. 







The foregoing details are but au illustration of the scheme,devised 
and established by Lord Cornwallis in 1793. ‘‘In each district, that is 
in the language of the country, each zillah, and in each of the consider¬ 
able town or cities, a zillah or city court was established. One of the 
Company’s servants, higher in rank than the Collector, was the 
Judge* To this Judge was appointed a registrar and one or more 
assistants from among the junior servants of the Company. ”f The 
business of penal judicature was to be performed by circuit, the Judges 
of the Court of Circuit for the division of Calcutta holding periodical 
sessions for the disposal of criminal business in Midnap ore. J 

The Judge-Magistrate at this time enjoyed a salary of 29,000 sicca 
rupees per annum, or Es. 2,416-10-8 per monsem.§ # His register got # 

Es. 500 per mensem (the sum is noted as Es. 400 in a different part|| 
of the records); the Collector got Es. 1,500; his assistant E 3 . 400; his , 
dew an Es. 150; his sheristadar Es. 30.11 

For the district of Hijli it was proposed** that the Salt Agent 
should be relieved of all duties save those appertaining to the manufac¬ 
ture of salt; that the Collector and the Judge-Magistrate of Midnapore 
should be vested respectively with the charge of the collections of the 
revenue, and with the preservation of the peace, the charge of the police, 
and the administration of justice; and that tho office of tho Collector 
of the Salt restricts should be abolished from the 15th March 1793.tf 
Later, however, tlio Governor-General in Council directed:^ that Hijli 
and Tumlook should be continued under the charge of thoir respective 
Salt Agents till the settlement of the districts should he completed, the 
aoquiesenco of the proprietors in the settlement to he proposed in 
1794 being made a condition of the transfer of the Revenue Department 
in the Hijli salt districts to the zillah of Midnapore. The proposed 
transfer was not looked upon as an unmixed benefit by the ryots and 
zemindars. §§ It appears that they used to pay rents aud revenues at tho 
treasury of the 24-Pergunnahs :|||| they made objections when they 


.’curt of Circuit 


# Mills’ History, volume V. page So3, book VI, chapter V. 

f Mills’ History, volume V, page 368, book VI, chm ter V. , 

j From tho Magistrate to Robert Bathurst, Kaq., Acting Senior Ju-igo ol the - 
for the division of Calcutta, dated Midnapore, the 6th December 1793. . 

§ Fstabhshm-'nt of the Zillah Ada hit of Midwtp r<\ being the enclosure to the .ci .er . rorn tho 

Sub-Secietary to the Revenue Department, dated tho 29th March 1793. 

SI Statement comprehending all fixed allow ® o 

in tho Judicial Department* on account of judicial and police eMnbliumn nu on the HO* > 
April 1791, being the enclosure to a letter from the lvcsidont to the Board ol uovonue, ‘luted 2,jih 
November 1/94. 

f Establishment, for the Office of Collector of the District, of Midnar being tho enclosure to 
a letter from the Secretory to the Board of Revenue, daied tho ’29th * lurch 1 •*•••. 

» * From Iiord Cornwallis, Peter Speke VVilliani Onvp t. '1 hmnft-* 4 Hninum, to William Coupe-, 
p>q., President, and Members of tho Board of Revenue, Revenue Department. dated Fort William, 
1 1st *2’2nd February 1793, being the enclosure to a letter from «lrhn R.v.v bus, Acticr Serrct.iry , 
Revenue Board, to Mr. W. N. W. He welt, Salt A^eu* at Hijli, dated tho 27th February 1793. 

ft From B. Griiuial!, Collector, to Mr. W. N. W. Hcwett, Agent for the division of Hijli, 
dated Salt Office, the 27th February 1793. , 

It From O. H. Bm low, Sub-Secretary,to John Rawlins, Esq., Rem-lary to tho ik .ird of Re\ <rnm\ 
Revenue Department, dated Council Cbnitihcr, uio 27th September 17 03, being tin mtch ;uru ton 
lrtirr from .}. ttawlms, Secretary, to Mr. W. Den .Sal. Awnt at Turn look, date 1 Revenue Board, 
the ] >t October 1793. 

I r.mj W. N. W. Hcwett. A^ent, I THU Division, to Withutu < mvpor, iv u rrr.udcul-, mid 


Iciutarn of th 
||l| From 

Revouuis F 


i Board of Hc-venne, Fort William, d Coutai. the 10th Dec 
V. If. W. H>iwvl\ Agent, Hijli Diviri n. todohu Rawlins, 
rt William, dated C&ntii, the 30ih Dccenu w 1793. 
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„^directed to pay at'Midnapore. Mr. Hewett, the Salt Agent of 
Ilijli, explained that in his opinion the principal ground of objection 
lay in the comparative case with which they obtained credit in Calcutta, 
when they wanted such, to facilitate the regular payment of their 
instalments. Tho Ilijli districts used to pay their revenue with tho 
Hoo°hly Division. Midnapore, it was said, was four days’ journey from 
jlijli- the transmission of money to Midnapore thence was attended 
with some risk on tho road, and with considerable expense. 

It was not till the month of December 1794 that the Salt Agent of 
Ifijli was relieved of the duties of Judge aud Magistrate of that 
district; it was further in contemplation to transfer the exorcise of all 
ue functions to the Collector of Midnapore. This measure was 
postponed, however, till such time as Mr. Chapman had completed 
‘md adjusted the settlements of tho different estates under his 
charge; till,* in fact, tho various zemindars were pleased to signify 
their assent to tho terms of tho decennial settlementt proposed for their 
estates.' TheJ charge of the rovenuo collections in both Ilijli aud 
and Tumlook was actually ordered^ to he transferred from the Salt Agents 
of those districts to the Collector of Midnapore from the ond of tho 
Wilaiti year 1203, or September 1796.|| 

No further change in the functions of tho various officials stationed 
in Midnapore was made down to 1800. It is not deemed expedient to 
go further into this subject. What has already been written will enable 
tho reader to form some conception of the soveral distributions that 
were made from time to time of the work that devolved on the mufussii 
civilians of tho last century. 


FUNCTIONS OF THE RESIDENT.— CResrmcd.) 

The Resident, during tho period extending from 1764 to 1774 
exercised an unlimited control over the military stationed or employed 
in tin.? provinces placed under his authority^ It was his duty to cause 
to be assembled courts-martial for the trial of offending sepoys, and 
punctuality was required from him in the submission to Government of 
the reports of tho proceedings. All transfers of subaltern officers by 
the commanding officer were to be notified to, mid approved by him. and 
it was merely the mechanical portion of a soldier’s duty with which he 
did nor choose to interfere, and to which he was particular m xestactrag 
the officers out on command in the interior, as Mr. Samuel Lewis s letti r 


* Extract of ft letter fr mi tho Governor-General. dated bo 10th .Tone I7<h\. bein* tba 
rncli'suru Loa l-‘for from G. Dowdcsavell, Secretary, lu-uiine Uoard, to 0. Umpman, Esq., bft . 
kgxot at HUH,1 ■« WttJSgHwB._ „„ p_, ta „ ( of tho Board cf 


Bo 


t FruoTthc * 1 uilsc: -v >o WilUun Cowpor, Rgq., President.. S:c. t Mr.fflbora of 
tv. iiv . 1 .t VVilliun (i .tvii dllah Midi j- ., ' ^ KMb Juno 1790. 

, J r. in J. Ch.MD’ji-ii,*, A. T. D., to William Gowpr Esq., Ercsiaonf, fma 

Ti . ii.... 1 tl.rt mm Tnl w 


denoVf'TO of tlio 

l rrom o. k \. i. ?»m«i« ■* -— 

U-urd of Revenue Fort Wdliaib, doth 1 tbo lOlh July 1700. .. . 

^ Prom C. (’haptniw, Agent, Hijli Division, to George Dowdcswell, U«q.» Scf.»'L«.y tr tno 
Th- urd of E venue, Furt Wiiiim• •, tinned lioulni, ti,; 28th June ( v ,,*^.1 

m a,,,, tnisr tor o! r 1ic r.lm t.f theeollouiionsfrom Turolook fwms to hawibetn teallj , - * 
, u it wad apnnrnntly not carried out; for many y?nri . nutwillv tmming riio ni >■ j •» . 

^^..iK.ar.ndutn'ar.u., above, h. ;bo extract of a letter lean tho Govotuui-Gone.al 
.• a ilnt (1 Pm * icujW J7 Ui the Revounr LI nrd. it is written , , 

• U ^deration 01 thu «iicntm,tanuu suue. !,v the A*-i»t at Hijh, corroborated b> >ou, 
n. V ,. 'mva rt r nlvcil the tl: • • bee cittiltued uniter UifJ tvnrge, ay at ptCSelU, W i 

draiie you will Me. odingly inue the ateeawiry ordure fur tliu purpose. 
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to Lieutenant Hearsey, commanding at Jellasore, dated 20th November 
1773, will show: — “Sir,—Many complaints have been made to 
me of your interfering with the administration of justice in the 
pergunnah whoro you arc stationed. As this is deviating widely 
from the purposes for which you wore sent out, I must. desire 
that you will in future confine your attention to the disciplining tlio 
sepoys under your command and preventing any encroachment oi the 
Mahrattas.” _ . 1 , 

The following correspondence will show how far the iresiucnt s 
responsibility extended with regard to the troops at his disposal for 
seeming the tranquillity of his district, and the authority winch ho 
thought himself justified' in arrogating to himself for the regulation or 
their conduct, so as to render them as efficient as possible in the as st¬ 
ance they were called upon to afford him. In July 17 7o there was a 
dispute and affray between the sepoys of two battalions that were quar¬ 
tered in Midnaporo at the time; one ot them having been sent to relieve 
the other, and unavoidable delay having occurred in the march from the 
station of the departing battalion, owing to its several detachments not 
having come in from the different out-stations, some of which were at a 
considerable distance from head-quarters. The letter acquainting tho 
Government with the occurrence of the affray and tho measures taken 
to punish the ringleaders runs as follows 

“Tho charge* of the Government having devolved to you by 
Mr. Hastings’ absence from the Presidency, I lake lire liberty of 
acquainting you of an extraordinary occurrence which lias happened ,10r ° 
this day. A dispute having arisen in tho bazar betweed some sepoys 
of the two battalions at present hero which was likely to be attended 
with bad consequences, Captain Forbes sent out a party and Prized a 1 
that were concerned. Those of his own battalion ho confined, ,KS .° 
belonging to Captain Thompson he sont to him under a guard. - s l | s 
escort was returning, after having delivered over the prisoners,. mey woio 
attacked in Captain Thompson’s lines by some of his .. swore s 

and bayonets and much wounded. A man of the 12th ha ta mn as 
likewise suffered in the fray. As these circumstances appeal ^ 10 y 
unmilitary, and to require an immediate example, I have ordorc a sepoy 
general court-martial to sit upon the offenders, which i °l ,e mce 
with your approbation. It is probable some of each battalum^are o ) amt. 
As the particulars come to light I shall lay thorn before you. x icsul i 
of the proceedings not having been communicated in what t le vaovoiu or 
thought a reasonable time, he administered a rebuke <o the Kvsulont 
in the following terms :*j—“ I am a good deal surpiisocl that .1 have 
received no answer from you to my letter of tho 2Ut ultimo, nor any * 
account of the proceedings of the sepoy general court-martin) which 
you had assembled at Midnaporo, and which that Jotter authorized. 
The urgency of the ease and the necessity of immediate example and 
punishment was my only motive for delegating a limited authority to . 
you in this instance'; ioi l really supposed that judgment must have 


* From bamnul Tiuwi.-* 
•Ik ’ ily 177 J. 

f From Wilimni Ald< 
• ho 14th AusuAt 


llewilmtat Midnapoio, to William AW i*y Esq., dated Midt.upjre, 
rso y t Mr, SamuW I<vm, Collector at Midnaporo, Anted fort Wiilmiu, 
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ieen passed on many of the delinquents before my letter of confirma¬ 
tion would arrive with you. How such delay would since take place 
I am totally at a loss to imagine, and I desire that you will immediately 
write me on the subject. 

“ It appears equally surprising to me, after the repeated letters 
you have received from* Mr. Hastings and myself concerning the march 
of the 1 dtk Battalion of sepoys to this place, that you should take 
upon you to detain it so long at Midnapore. So early as the 10th of 
June last Mr. Hastings expressly ordered you to call in all detachments 
from the 14th Battalion, that it might he in readiness to march 
immediately on the arrival of the 12th. You will ho pleased to 
account to me for deviation from such positive instructions. 

“ By the late arrangements and alterations in the sepoy corps, it 
is tho intention of Government to preserve the discipline of the 
brigade sepoys, for which purpose all Collectors with whom they may 
be stationed are enjoined to disperse them as little as possible, and to 
make ifo detachments but under the command .of a subaltern officer. 
If the service should require any small parties to ho sent out, they 
must not be allowed to continue long absent from their corps, but tho 
whole battalion kept as much together as possible. To those instruc¬ 
tions I expect that a proper attention will be paid by you. ' In 
vindication the Resident* reported :— “ I am favoured with your letter ot 
the 14th instant, and am sorry to find I have incurred your displeasure 
for not making you acquainted with the proceedings of the general 
court-martM held here. I beg leave to assure you, sir, that my silence 
on this occasion proceeded from my deeming them too trifling to trouble 
you with, as, notwithstanding the utmost endeavours of the officers, 
the sepoys who were guilty of using their side-arms could not be 
discovered, excepting one man, who was kimselt much wounded. 
Enclosed you w ill receive a copy of the proceedings. 

“In answer to Mr, Hastings’ letter of the 10th June,I represented 
to him the inconveniences that were likely to arise from withdrawing 
the detachments then in the jungles without their being relieved 
by others, which could not be done till the arrival of the 12th Battalion ; 
and from his silence I was led to think lie approved of their remain¬ 
ing there. The 12th Battalion did not arrive here till tho last 
day of June, in Hie evening, when detachments were immediately 
ordered out. Owing to the great distance of the stations at Hahii- 
pukhar and Narsiughgar, and tho impediments they met with from the 
swelling' of the rivers, Captain Forbes’ sepoys did not come until the 
mid of last month, and then in so sickly a condition that they were 
incapable of marching. As your orders were pressing, and the people 
# recuvcred very slowly, I provided boats to carry the sink, and the i f . d 
;u v no .v mi ( heir m uvh to Calcutta, where I hope ( optrun I'orbes will 
shortly present himself to you. Believe me, sir, it is my earnest 
wish to pay the most implicit obedience to the orders of my superiors, 
and I flutter myself this account will exculpate me to you tho 
detention of the 14th Battalion. I shall strictly attend to your orders 


/aiding detachments 


and 


am, with respect, ecc., oce. 


* From Samuel Lew hi to Wm. 


iilwurj. Esq., dated Huuiapore, the 10th Au<; .ibt 1773 
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In the same month of July the Resident wrote to a Captain Geonre 
lliompsoiij then stationed at Midnapore* :—“Lieutenant Hawkins has 
acquainted me that he has your orders to join the company at Bahli- 
pii ,har and take on him the command of the detachment there. Orders 
oi this nature are to be issued only by the Chief. I must therefore 
request m future you will confine yourself to the detail of your batta- 
T lon ’. ,v no means ^h to assimie extraordinary authority, nor can 
quietly give up what the Governor and Council have thought propor 
to honor me with.” To which letter the gallant Captain replied,t- 
7 ; 4 m v , p ave confined myself to the duty of my battalion in sending 

-lieutenant Hawkins to join the company at Haldipukhar. 

, 1 he Governor and Council have directed that an officer shall he 

^rationed to each company, which will be the case when the absent 
oncers join, and is particularly necessary where a company is separate- 
ij detached, to keep the men in ordor and discipline. 

“T do not wish to assume any authority further than mv <lutv 
requires me to answer.” ^ ^ 

(( Again in the ensuing month the Resident WTote to the Captain*— 
I he bubahdar of the Fort Guard has for two days past sent the Jama- 
* cla f oi the A Guar( i t" make a report to me, for which he soys he has y our 
oraers. As 1 think it proper he tdiould make his report in person 
1 request you will give the necessary orders.” This letter Elicited 
the following reply,§ “Perhaps you are not acquainted that it 
is ttlQ custom of the army for tho Suhahdar commanding a guard to 
send the .Jamadar to make a report. The officer commanding a rnianl 
n^ver makes any report in person until lie is relieved. The guards 
will be relieved weekly as far as I have men to furnish. 

u I paid you tho compliment of a return on my arrival; Thave 
duly returned to the commanding officer of the brigade to which this 
corps is attached and to the Commissary of Musters. If you desire 
a third you shall have it, so far am I from any attempt to detract from 
fnj' authority you may possess, though I am sorry to find that you 
have left me very little.” J J 

One more instance showing the extraordinary control the civil ser¬ 
vants ot the Company successfully arrogated to them sol vo.g and tho 
feeling of animosity, as the inevitable consequence, that ‘arose between 
them and the military, will .^uiliee. In J 778 the Resident, Mr. Peiarco, 
wrote to the Goyernnmet,||—“As the troops at Midnapore by the late 
arrangements are upon full batta and stationed for field service, I request 
to be in) uaned it the command of the Fort and Lascars attached to that 
garnson is to appertain to me or to tho officer commanding those troops, 
ano it tho house*and bungalows formerly occupied by the captain and 
subaborns n garrison cantonments are to remeiu under my thar»e and 
direction or ui der those of the officer commanding the corps encamped 

* rom Samu, ‘ l TiOW ’®> Resident nt Midnapore, to Captain George Thompson, dated 21sfc July 

f \ym Georgn Thompson to Samuel Lewis, Ksq., dated Camp Midi- ipore, theSlsi July 1*773. 
pore^eTi ******** Midn ‘ lI>oro< George Thompson, dated Midnn- 

V : r :'2 Thomp.m. Samuel Lewis, Esq., dated the4ib Aiurosfcl77S. 

1 ,5V), V^ l,i ‘, r ' t Hc6l : hm f ,n ‘W" r ' • •' rha Hoi.’bk mutiny. Eiq. Governor 

onne.u). and Member: oi the Connell, dated Calcutta, the 30th Novoinbcr 1773. 



WHlSTfiy. 



( 24. ) 


<SL 


lie field, Major Ahmuty having taken possession of the hoiise formerly 
occupied by the captains, and having placed sentries over the other bunga¬ 
lows now unoccupied. If you should deem the command of the troops 
stationed at Midnaporo as unconnected with the command and charge 
of the Fort houses and zemindari bazars, it will save me some alter¬ 
cation to have your orders to the commanding officer upon the occasion 
directing him to allot me two companies of sepoys, which I deem would 
bo sufficient to serve as a garrison for the Fort, and to supply guards 
for my own liouso, for the public cutchorries, and for the different 
bazars in the town of Midnapore.. 

“I request likewise to be informed that incase sepoys or any 
of the camp followers are found making disturbances in the bazars or 
in the country, what remedy I am to apply. I remain, with respect, 
&c., &c.” 

In consequence of the instructions received in reply from Govern¬ 
ment, the Resident wrote to the Commantling Officer* As tho 
Governor-General and Council have been pleased to consider the troops 
Motioned here upon field service, and the command of them as entirely 
unconnected with tho command of the garrison, under tho supposition 
that you have not received such intimation, I beg leave to inform you ' 
that they have thought proper to order that the fort at Midnaporo, 
with tho lascars, &c., attached to it, be under my command, and that 
the hbuso and bungalows formerly oooupiod by tho oaptains and 
subalterns that used to be stationed hero bo under my charge and 
directions.” 

The Commandant accordingly delivered over to Mr. Peiarco tho 
charge of tho fort and public buildings, together with the. ordnaueo 
and stores contained in tho fort. 

The Midnaporo records from 17C1 to May 1774 aro in a state of 
almost perfect preservation. 

After Mr. Lewis’s, departure in tho latter year, the provision of the 
investment seems to have been superintended locally, as usual, by the 
Commercial Resident (Mr. Poiarce); for there are letters, styled factory 
letters, which follow one another in reasonably quick succession ; but no 
con espondence dealing with the fiscal or general administration of the 
province for sorno time after 1774 is found preserved, t and it is doubt¬ 
ful whethc r any ever existed in Midnaporo. It is possible, however, 
that a search amongst the records of the Burdwan district might 
throw some light on the subject. 

’When, in April 1777, Mr. John Peiarce was appointed to the charge 
of thu collections of Midnaporo and its dependencies, he wrote t , 
Mr. Air • under Higginson, Chief, &a, Members of the.Provincial Council 
of Revenue;,f saying that be had taken upon himself the disoharge of his 
function:*; ami us it appeared that all 'he books and papers rehitiru 
to the ic venue branch in the districts had been removed to Diudwau, 
In; requested that they might bo sent to him as soon as possible. 
Tho following letter, however, it appears, had aheady boon whiten 


# From J‘ii .1 Priaron, K. .ident at Midnaporo, to Major Ahmuty, eoraruunding the tv.op: ut 
Midnopor f dated Afidnapo , tlv 8fch Tlcc^mKr .1779. 

f 1, >ui Jolm Ochres to Mr. aFinruW Li;■ ’jtnsoD, Li a ? &c., Mosnbertf Oi iho Provincial 
C'ouucil, lit. rtf mu* duUd Midnaporo, iho >Uih Apni 1777 
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him*: <k We have tills day received a letter from the Honorable 
Governor-General and Council of Revenue, acquainting us with their 
having thought proper to appoint you to fill the vacant seat at this 
Board, and to give you the temporary charge of the Midnnpore 
collections. 

u As we think it will be necess iry for you to inspect our proceed- 
ings, m order to make yourself acquainted with the present state of 
the affairs of the Midnapore province, we recornmond it to you to 
take the earliest opportunity of coming to Burdwan for that purpose, 
Tl 38 concer ^ with us such further measures as may occur for 
no future management of the district. In the meantime we enclose 
}uu a perwannah* to Rajnarayan Ray, directing him to transact the 
business of. the collections under you as acting naib till we are 
urmshed with further instructions from the Board respecting his 
appointment. Until you inform us of your having received over 
charge, we shall continue to issue our orders to Rajnarayan Ray.” 

On the receipt of Mr. Peiarce’s letter tho Provincial Council 
wrotef“ We have received your letter of the 19th instant, and have 
m consequence ordered our accountant to transmit to you without 
delay the several hooks and papers relating to the Midnapore province 
which were brought to Burdwan by Mr. Lewis on his delivering over 
charge of the collections in the assembly of the Provincial Council” 

It is time now to turn to the actual record of events which more 
immediately concern the Midnapore and Jellasore provinces. With the 
aid of the foregoing brief sketch of the nature of the employment in 
which the Resident used to he engaged, and the responsibilities ho 
was called upon to undertake, it is hoped that the narrative of facts 
will he better understood, and a more intelligible interest attach to it, 
than if the reader were required to peruse it without any preliminary 
preparation. 


r . ^ cxan ^ p . r 11 > William Marriott, William Pv\ and Samuel Charters, to 

iUr. John Peiarco, Resident, Midnapore, dated Burdwan, the 11th April 1777 

t t^rom Alexander Higgins n. William Marriott, William Pye, and Bainuo! Charters, to 
Mr. John Peinrce, dated Burdwan, the 25th April 1777. 
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CHAPTER II. 




BOUNDARIES OF THE COMPANY’S JURISDICTION. 

Period 1764 — 1774 — Transfers and annexations introduced in later ijears. 

Preceding on Recount' of tlio historical events, tho revenue settle® 
ments, the commercial transactions, the statistics, and other similar 
topics relating to Midnapore in the earliest times of the East India 
Company’s connection with the district, there ought to be given some 
explanation # regarding the tract of country over which the Company’s 
revenue jurisdiction and commercial transactions extended from 1764 
to 17 74, inclusive; and there should bo stated, whenever practicable 
with reasonable approximation to accuracy, the points of time at which 
separate portions ot it were acquired. The oldest records forthcoming 
merely give us to understand that in 1764 the Company wore in 
enjoyment ot the land revenue of the two provinces, Midnapore and 
Jellasore, or, as they were commonly styled in the phraseology of the 
time, the chaklas of Midnapore and Jellasore. In that part of tho 
country skirted on the east by the rivers Hooghly and Roopnarayan, and 
bounded on the west by the Subarnrekha, stretching from the sea 
upwards, besides a few apparently unconnected pergunnahs, were recog¬ 
nized three chaklas, the two mentioned above and Hijli, or, as the 
word is spelt in the old records, “Ingellee.” Over Hijli the Company's 
servants stationed at Midnapore had, down to 1774 and even later, 
apparently no authority; though they availed themselves of their posi¬ 
tion to send troops into the country when they thought by so doing 
they could keep a watch over, and guard against, possible enemies. 
A demi-official letter found among the records of 1771, it is presumed, 
removes all doubt that Hijli formed part of the Hooghly district, where 
a Mr. Lushington wasResidont. The Midnapore Resident wrote: — “Dear 
1 Aisll. ,*—About a year and a hal f or two years ago Vansittart took a great 
deal of pains to accommodate some disputes between the Balshoi chaps 
and some belonging to a pergunnak in Hijli named Metiabhog,f 
which is contiguous to it. The Eouzdar of Hooghly and he had a 
meeting at Birkul, .and mutual obligations were taken from these 
people for each other’s good behaviour. Beernarain Ckowdry has 
begun these quarrels again ; taken Rs. 60 from one Earn Sunder, and 
demands rents from the Balshni people. This demand and exaction has 
given rise to a complaint, of which I enclose a copy, and am to 


* Edvrftrd Baber, Resident at Midnapore, to Mr. Tushiiigton. 

+ This is not n p-Tgaonah, but a village on the sea coa^t called Metieibhos, within three 
or four miles, as tho crow flies, of the ivn-sido lesortof Chandpur. It is situated altogether in the 
jalpiii (or land formerly reserved for tho manufacture) of salt) lying on tho sea side of the great 
sea dyke. fc>lr«ngo to gay, tho same dispute that existed more than ft hundred years ago aiill 
pp vnih, and in the identification and demarkatirm of the Government jalpai lands for purposes 
of settlement, the settlement authorities were called upon in 187G to adjudge to which pergunnnh, 
Kalindi Balshai rn Orissa BaUbai, certain land said to be in MeMahhog belonged. Kulindi Bulahai 
v .<. and is in iJijii, Orissa V ilehai is n permanently settled perg-.muah of M’duapore proper. 
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request that you will send orders that your people are strictly to 
conform to the engagements entered into, and* to let everything 
remain as it was settled by Vansittart and the Fouzdar, and also that 
Kam bunder shall be reimbursed his Rs. 60.'” If further proof were 
wanted, it is afforded in a letter purporting tobG written in Juno 1773* 
i t° j i m • Bea > Esq., Collector of Hooghly. Sir,—This will bo 
delivered to you by Kalicham, vakil of tho zemindars of Amarsi, who 
have delivered me a petition setting forth that they had made the 
usual bunds to prevent the water encroaching on their lands, and that 
ie zemindars of the pergunnah of Sujamutta, in your district, have 
10ven down. . I beg leave to refer the complaint to you, and 
reques , if you find it justly grounded, that you will order the bunds 
to he immediately repaired, as the rains are daily expected, and will 
entirely overflow the pergunnah if it remains in its present situation ” 
It is clearly shown in the old records that though the Midnapore 
Residents lent an ear to complaints from the ryots of the Hijli 
chakla when the grievances under which they were said to labour proved 
likely to affect the Company’s commercial relations with the country 
most notably in the matter of the salt manufacture, they exercised 
them intervention, if not in the first place at the instance, yet at all 
events, with tho ultimate approval of the Hooghly authorities. 

As regards Tumlook (which is now, together with Hijli, included in 
and forms a subdivision of, the Midnapore district), there is no evidence 
to show that the Midnapore authorities had any official control in or 
before 1774 over the affairs of that pergunnah and its dependencies, 
which were governed as forming part apparently either of the Hooghly 
district or of the 24-Pergunnahs ;f for even so late as 1783 all the 
graver criminal offences committed in the Tumlook Division were tried 
by a court sitting at Chitpore. The transfer of the Dowani having taken 
place in 1766, the Company would have had no occasion for interference 
in t he affairs of Tumlook till that time, whereas the acquisition of the 
Midnapore province by the Company took place several years before. £ 
The pergunnaks comprised in the Midnapore chakla in 1764 were 
apparently those mentioned below. From the best information that 
can be obtained, they were transferred peaceably to the Company by 
the Mahomedan Government of the country in 1761. On the outer 


* 1 roia S. Lewis to William Hosea, Esq., Collector of Hoegblv, dated Mi. 
June 1773. * 


a pore, the 1st 


+ From Henry Vansittart, Collector of Salt Districts, to William Dent, Agent for tho 
Division °i Tumlook, dated Salt Office, the 22nd September 1783. 

J there is a statement found amongst the records of the old Hijli Salt Agency that Tumlook 
also Was considered a chakla. The Naib Canoongoof Zillah Hijli said 11 The chaklas of Hijli 
and Inmlook were formerly, in tho Government of the Nazims, dependant on Orissa. Th« 
revenu - were paid to tho Snbahdar of Cuttack. In the interim Tty'o Kban Musnud Aliy fr.bcb 
aiul ^ 'kundur \ alwan Saheb, two brothers, subjugated the two cliaklaa with their own forces and 
himng got the zemindars into their power confined them. Afterwards thoy also made them- 
6elve8 masters of about twenty adjoining villages in the chnklas Midnapore and Jell.soro which 
were under the Subahdnr ot Cuttack, aud having for n long time enjoyed tho poasesRan Tnje Khau 
oiroulated his own seal and acted as the sovereign, paying no revenue into thei Royal Treasury but 
disposing of it as he thought proper. After the death of the two brothers, tho son and son-in-law 
of T;«jc Khan succeeded. Afterwards an army being sent from Delhi, they were both marto 
prisoners, and the country being reduced under tho authority of the King, was separated from 
Ons-a and annexed to Bengal; from which tiim tho revenue? of tho two chakla* have beep 
included with those of Bengal—Translation of an arzie of Jugmohuu Mugmonahd.tr Naib of 
Dcbnarrain Roy, Judder Canocngo of Zillah Hijli and Tumlook, Cr warded to R. \V. i'ox Fsa 
Accouninnt, Board of Revenue, Fort William, on the 6th January 1789, by Charles Chapman! 
*tgt’Ut, Hijh Diviaion, writing from Ccutai.” 
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the Company’s Midnapore jurisdiction was Bhanjabhum 
iHenortli; to the west Bahadurpur; lower down Dkarinda, lialarampur, 
N cir&y an gar or Fateh gar (called also Bomjan), and Kkandar. Patas- 
pur, which belonged to the Mahrattas, had to be skipped over. Then 
came TTttarbehar; lower down Dantamutta; then came in succession 
Amarsi, Bajarpur, Bhunyamutta, Sabang, Mayanackor, Kashijora, 
Kutubpur, andNarajol, as the eye travels on the map from west to 
south; then east; and finally rests on Bhanjabhum again. As a-matter 
of course all pergunnalis, such as Shapur, Kedarkund, Kharakpur, 
and others, lying within the enclosure bounded by the limits of these 
pergunnahs, formed, part of the chakla of Midnapore. Even at this 
early stage of British connection with the province it was recom¬ 
mended that negotiations should he set on foot with a view to the 
transfer of Pataspur to the Company. The river Subarnrekha was 
looked upon generally as the limit of the Company’s territory on the 
west and that of the Mahratta occupations on the east; but both 
parties had acquired lands which were altogether separated by the river 
from the bulk of their possessions on the opposite side. On this sub¬ 
ject the two extracts from later records given in the appendix (Nos. I 
and II, and dated 2nd and 24th August 1782, respectively,) will be 
found interesting. The following-extract from a letter written by the 
Magistrate of Midnapore in July 1800 is also worthy of perusal.* 
“ Towards the south-west quarter of this zillah, but at a considerable 
distance from the frontier, lies the pergunnah of Pataspur, belonging 
to the Mahrattas, entirely surrounded by the Company’s territory. 
There are likewise situated between Pataspur and the common bound¬ 
ary, several detached villages, amounting in the whole to about the 
same quantity of land as is contained in Pataspur, belonging also to 
the Mahrattas. These detached villages are in like manner surrounded 
by, and intermixed with, the Company’s lands. The most common 
and natural limit between this zillah and the Mahratta territory to the 
west is the Subarnrekha river; but while some of the Mahratta lands 
lie to the east of the river, some of the Company’s lands lie to the 
west of it. This state of things is productive of many disputes and 
inconveniences. The Mahratta pergunnahs contain a very considerable 
number of dacoits—some of them well known as such, others are more 
secret. Most, of the proprietors of land and of those who possess wealth, 
or influenco in these pergunnahs are either dacoits themselves or con¬ 
nected with dacoits. Some of the persons employed by the Mahratta 
Government in the pretended administration of justice or in the collec¬ 
tion of revenue are connected with dacoits and salt smugglers, receive as 
the reward of their assistance or connivance considerable contributions, 
and in some instances a share of the actual plunder. Dacoits, Chuars, 
and plunderers of every description, retire to tins territory and occasion¬ 
ally return to commit depredations. Their inducements to reside there 
are the facility of pursuing their occupations of pillage and at the same 
time evading justice. Hence this part of the Mahratta territory is 
much better cultivated than the Company’s lands which surround it. 


<SL 

on 


• Fr<u„ H. S. Strachey, Magistrate, fo H. St. (4. Tucker lv-q.> Si-omtary U> tho Government 
in the Judiuui and Kevetiuc Departments, Fort William, dated «UJuly 1S00. 
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lawless, and turbulent Mahratta subjects are well protected in 
(heir persons and property, while I airi conscious of my inability to 
afford the same protection to the peaceful and industrious inhabitants 
<>t this zillah. Criminals of every description, whose aim it is to evade 
justice, convicts escaped from jail, deserters, persons who have resisted 
judicial process and who are outlawed, to which may be added insolvent 
debtors and persons charged with crimes who fear to stand their trial, 
find an asylum in the heart of the Company’s territories. A few weeks 
a £°, °! n ty a Ppli°© daroga was charged with corruption, upon which, 
both he and his sureties retired to Pataspur.” The Magistrate wrote 
further that complaints of carrying off cattle from the neighbouring 
viilages were very frequent, and the injured applied to him in vain 
for redress. A large quantity of salt was manufactured in lands by the 
Mahrattas, and the whole of it was sold in the Company’s territory 
either to the Salt Ageut or smuggled, to the great loss of the revenues 
of Government. If the Mahrattas could be .prevailed upon to cede 
their lands, by which an uninterrupted line of demarkation would 
be produced, the police in the south-west of the district would 
receive more improvement than it was possible to attain by any 
internal regulation of Government or by any exertions of the 
Magistrate. 


All the Mahratta possessions in Midnapore or the adjoining 
districts were under the rule of the Balasore Faujdar,* who in turn 
owed allegiance to the Cuttack Subadar, who received his orders direct 
from Berar. The Company appear from the earliest times to have 
had a Resident at Balasore, who in 1788 acted in the capacity of 
Post-Master, and also as Agent for Mahratta salt, and was one 
Mr. Wodsworth.f 

Before the end of the year 1770, and principally in 1707, 
were added to the Company’s revenue jurisdiction the following 
pergunnahs, most of which were dependent on the Midnapore zernin- 
dari (Iiani Shiroinani’s),^ and for which she paid annually about 
Rs. 1,300§ byway of revenue:—Digparoi, Jhargram, Kalianpur or 
Matkudpur, Sankakulia or Lalgar, Ramgar, Phulkusma, Raipui\|| 
Amain agar, Supur, Ckkatna, Manblioom, Barahabhum, Ghat ?i la, Jhati- 


F Pom J. Dyueley, Superintendent of the Collections, to Thomas Graham, E^q., President, &c., 
Committee of .Grain, dated luth April 1764, Midnapore. 

t r rom the Collector to William Wadsworth. E'q., Resident at Balaam, dated Midnapore, 
r 2 A t! ‘ Ju lr From tho Collector to Mr. Wodsworth, Balasore, dated Midnapore, tho 8th 

June lyfcD. h rom W. Wodsworth, Resident at Balasore, to Cosby Burrow©*, Rsq , Collector at 
Midnapore, dated Jellasore, the 20th Jnly 1788. To Mr. Wodsworth, Bnlamre. from J. Peiarce, 
dated tho 8th June 1785. From W. Wodsworth, Post-Master, to John Peiarce, Esq., Collector 
tho Midnaoore DiyKion, dated Balasore, tho 1st July 1786. 

I h rom the Pesiueut to Richard Becher, Esq., Collector-General, dated Midnapore, the 30tb 
December 1767. 


§ “Before we brought the jungle pergunnahs under our own immedirde management, they 
wero rented to tho Runny for Alla Sn-eu Rs 1,298-2-3. and so formed a part of the TiwUves st \u'<\ 
for Mid n npore pergunnah.’ (To Richard Beeher, Esq., Collector-Goneral, from the Resident dated 
Midnapore, the 30th December 1767.) 

jj in 1772 Raipur and Phulkusma were said to be in Burdwan. In a letter written 
by Mr. Ruthoo, Collector of Burdwau, ou tho 14th January 1774, Bogree and Raipur arc both said 
to ho in Burdwau, though there can bo no doubt that Lieutenant Ferguson set tin) l>oth Raipur 
and Phulkusma, aud actually collected revenue from these perguunahs, which was remitted to 
the Midnapore treasury. Vide also letter. 

From Charles Stuart to E. Baber, Esq., Chief of Midimpore, dated Burdwau, tha 26-h 
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UUL1JU or Silda, Jambunni, Baliabera, Cbaira or Chiara, Barajit, that 
part of Kiarchand which went by the' name of Kalrui and Naiabasan, 
Rohini including Moubhandar. A European officer with a small party 
of sepoys reduced tho zemindars of those pergunnahs, not without 
considerable difficulty,Jto obedience; and, settling the land revenue 
immediately with them on very moderate terms, left them iu possession. 
At the samo time, without subjugating Patkamb, Singbhoom, and 
Moharhhanj (the last-mentioned district was under the Mahrattayoke), 
friendly relations were established with the zemindars, who in some 
cases expressed a desire to have their country recognized as part of 
the Company’s territory; though it was not thought expedient, at the 
time to do anything'that’might provoke the Mahrattas into aggressive 
measures against the English. 

Two police-stations, one at Janpur in Baliabera, and the other at 
Balarampur, four* kos distant from the Ramgar pergunnah, which had 
apparently existed before 1767, were in that year reorganized and 
established on a firmer basis for the protection of tho newly-acquired 

tfe I1 Mldnapore in the present day, though other pergunnahs besides 
those mentioned have been added to it, as the inapt of the district, 
which is subjoined in an appendix to this chapter, will show, has 
lost many of those which were included in it more than a hundred 
years ago. Phulkusma, Raipur, Amainagar,. Supur, Manbhoom, 
Barahabhum, belong to Manbhoom, a non-regulation district; Ghhatna is 
included in Bankoora, while Ghatsila is part of another non-regulation 
district, Singbhoom, which takes its name from the pergunnah so 
called; and Moharbhanj is one of the tributary mehals dependent on 

^Itlfshown in a preceding note that Phulkusma and Raipur, though 
subjugated by Lieutenant Eergusson, and settled by him about 1767, 
werem 1772J found to be included in Burdwan. Similar transfers and 
retransfers vvere constantly made after 1770 with regard to other per¬ 
gunnahs also. Amongst the most important may be noted the following. 
6 In 1783§ Shamsundarpur, besides Phulkusma and Raipur, was said 
to be in the Burdwan eliakla. In the same year- Bogroe.il which had 
hitherto apparently been considered part of Burdwan, was formed into 

Mr. Thomas VowJer Short; ij 


a separate eollectorahip presided over by Mr. Tho 

In 1793 Ramgar was the head-quarters ot a Magistrate, 


Mr. William Hunter,** and was in all probability generally contermin¬ 
ous wl th the present non-regulation district of Purulia. It is likely 
ekakla Packet was included in Ramgar. 


Prom the Collector to Lieutenant Broughton, dated Midnapore, the 5th June 1781. 

I FiInCharles Stuart to'& Baber, Eeq., Chief of Midnapore, Burdwan, the 26th November 


3773 « From J. Dynoley, Superintendent of Collectione. to John Shore, Eeq., Acting President, Ao„ 
of Bovonuo, dated Midnapore, the 3rd October i/83. , , • 

a prom the Collector to Lioutonant-Colonci Horton Briscoe, Commanding the troop., in 


j| rrom fbo collector w iiiouwuuuh-vuiwi^* - 

c “’ a ^r n ™ r ,m SnicuelCblrtm, * 1 t*. Croftes*John Evelyn, to Mr. John Dynoley at Midnapore dated 

< ‘ l1 ..''/’'-o'm the 1 "Magistrate to William Hunter, E»q., Magistrate at Kiungar, dated thcllth 
J tine 17U3. 
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1795* * * § ** * * §§ Bogree was transferred from Burclwan to Midnapore, and 
"paid its revenue thenceforward into the treasury of the latter district.f 
However, one of its four thanas, Chandrakona, belonged in 1798 to 
Hooghly.J In 1799§ Raipur was said to be in Midnapore, so also 
apparently was Ramgar,|| thereby leading to an inference that an inter¬ 
mediate retransfer of these pergunnahs had been made. In January 
or February 1800 pergunnah Ohhatna was transferred^ to Beerbboom 
for the better preservation of the peace of the country, but was on the 
9th July 1800 ^ reannexed to the Midnapore zillah. In May 1800ft 
it was said that part of Bogree was in.the Collectorate jurisdiction of 
Lurdwan, but under the Magistrate of Midnapore. Again, in the same 
yearff it was said that Bogree was a jungle mehal, the collections of which 
belonged to^ Burdwan. In the end of 1800§§ they were separated 
from the jurisdiction of the zillah court of Hooghly and annexed to that 
of Midnapore. “First, that part of Chliatna and of taraf Daspur 
which lies to the south of the river Roopnarayan taken from the yellow 
southern boundary mark in Rennell’s map, where it crosses the Roop- 
naray an, and continued along the bank of that river in its northern course 
till joined by the Silye river near Ghatal, and thence following the 
Salai in its southern course till it meets the yellow boundary mark of 
the Burdwan district adjoining to the boundary of Midnapore. Second 
tlicwdioleof the pergunnah of Brahmanbhuiu.|||| Third, the whole of 
that part of the pergunnah of Bogree which is now annexed to the zillah 
of Hooghly, except the nine villages of Hatpankalia, Niz Pankalia, 
Shushni, Kuarsinghpur, Harisinghpur, Lalpur, Dalutabari, Khngra, 
Khagra Khurd, and Lalsagar.” 

Chakla Jellasore, which, together with chakla Midnapore, was 
under the direction of the Midnapore Resident, in 1770 contained 
apparently thana Fatehabad, pergunnahs Haveli Jellasore, Bhelorachar, 
Napochar, chak Ismalpur, Burichar, Sipur, Kurulchar, Agrachar, 
Turkaehar, Kakrajit, Dantunehar, Khatnagar, Tappas Gagneswar, 
and Kasiari, pergunnahs Narangachar, Rajgarh, Matkudabad, Tappa 


. * ?. ro , m Magistrate to Major John Bateman, commanding the troops at Midnapore, dated 
Zilltib Midnapore, the 25th May 1795. 

t Extract ot a letter from the Sub-Secretary to the Governor*General in Council, dated 
2(4n April 1795, being the enclosure to a letter from G. Dowd swell to F. Fierard, Esq., Collector 
Midnapore, dated Revenue Board, the 24th April 1795. 

£ Petition trora the Daroga of Bafcaw, dated the 19th Juno 1798, being the enclosure to 
a letter from the Magistrate to H. St. George Tucker, Esq., Secretary to the Government in the 
Judicial and lieccnuo Departments, dated Fort William, the 24th March 1800. 

§ To the Board from J. Imhoff, Collector of Midnapore, dated Zillah Midnapore, the 15th 
January 1799. 

|| from J. Mihoff, Acting Magistrato, to Lieutenant-Colonel Watson, commanding the 
troops at Midnapore, dated Zillah Midnapore, the 26th May 1709* 

T From H. Strachev, Magistrato, to 1). Campbell, Esq., Judge and Mftgistrateof Zillab Bcoi" 
bhoom, dated Zillah Midnapore, the 26th March 180U. From T, B. Ern^t, Acting Collector, to 
G. Purling, Esq., Collector of Beerbhoom, dated Zillah Midnapore, the 24th February 1800. 

** From T. H. Ernst, Collector, to William Egerton, Esq.. Accountant to the Board of 
Bevenuc. Fort William, dated Zillah Midnapore, the 24th August 1801). 

ft From H Strnchey, Magistrate, to V. Burges. Esq., Acting Collector, Burdwar;, dated 
Zillah Midnapore, the 26th May J8<:0. 1 ’ 

tt B. ^tmohoy, Magistrate, to H. Si. Gcnrgn Tucker, Esq,, Secretary to tho Govern¬ 
ment in tho Judicial and Bevonue Departments, Fort William, dated Zillah Midnapore tho 18th 
July 1800. 

§§ Extract of a letter from the Register of tlio Suddev Pewnni Adwlat. dated 19th November 
180). being tho oneiosure to a letter from Q< orge Dowdeswull, Secretary, Revenue Hoard, to 
T. II. Ernst, Esq., Collector of Midnapore, dated Bevonue Board, the oth Dec- ’uber 1800. 

Jill BrnhirjflJibhum wan eaid in 1788 to bo in Burdwan. From the Collector, to Koberl 
Gosling. Esq., Resident at Kirpai, dated Midnapo'e, the 14th July 1788. 
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urusuttampur, pergunnahs Birkul, Balshai, Mirgoda, and Kakraclmr; 
the last four being specially useful to the Company for the manufac¬ 


ture of salt. 

It may hot be out of place to state hero with regard to the Jella- 
sore ehakla that in 1781* the zemindars and talookdars thereof peti¬ 
tioned to be allowed to pay their rents at Calcutta. The Committee 
of Revenue appointed Mr. James Chollet, the Assistant at Midnapore, 
to receive the revenue from the renters of Jellasore, and monthly to 
transmit his accounts to Mr. Peiarce together with the amount of 
his collections. It was distinctly explained that Mr. Chollet, in 
being sent to Jellasore, was not mado independent of Mr. Peiareo. 
Mr. Chollet died in August 1783, f and from that date till June 1784 
the business of the collections from the Jellasore district was transacted 
in Midnapore. In that month Mr. Chauvet, Assistant to the Collector 
of Midnapore, was appointed Resident at Jellasoro. In intimating 
his appointment, the Committee of Revenue said,:}:—“ As the 
prevention of such disputes ” (meaning those with the Mahrattas) “ a 3 
have almost constantly subsisted between the officers and inhabitants 
of the respective Governments will tend greatly to their mutual ease 
and prosperity, we are confident that an immediate aud active control on 
the part of our Government will be attended with very beneficial 
effects, and will obviate innumerable causes of discontent which, under 
the management and representation of native officers, would be subject 
to delay and ^decision.” In a letter to Mr. Chauvet the Committee 
said,§—“ In addition to the duties which were annexed to the charge of 
your predecessor, the Hon'ble Board have complied with our recom¬ 
mendation that they should now be extended to any correspondence or 
communication between this Government and that of the Mahrattas 
on the subject of disputed boundaries and other matters of difference 
which have often arisen and might eventually arise from the frontier 
situation of the Company’s districts with those of the Mahratta states, 
and which, from the want of an immediate and active control, have 
remained undecided. The better to enable you to fulfill these objects 
of your appointment we herewith transmit you an extract of our 
correspondence with Mr. Dyneley, and the several proceedings held 
thereon, in as far as any of the differences stated by Mr. Dyneley 
still continue to exist. We desire you will immediately proceed to 
adjust them, and in this or in any future instances you will, if neces¬ 
sary, correspond with the superior officer of the Mahratta Government 
at Cuttack, or with his deputy at Balasore, transmitting to us regulody 
such inquiries as may require an ultimate determination of the 
Hon’ble Board.” In July 1786[| Jellasore, under Mr. Chauvet, was 


* Prom the Committee of Revenue to the Collector of Midnapore, dated Calcutta, tbo 22nd 
Nov' mb'* 17SI. , , , 

t Fn-m W. C. (apparently William Carnao, Ur. Peiarce’s Aesiataut) to J. Shore, datou (ho 

26th August J7SS. » » r i 

X Fu»m the OminiL'.utiof Revenue, ron*Utii»sr ofS. Charter-. .T >hn Evelyn, to ATr. John Dyneley, 
SumvmUudetit of tim Collectinn« of Midimpora, d.wod Calcutta, the I7^h duue 17B4- 

8 To Mr. John L.« hauvel from the Committee of Revortm*, dfttsd Calcutta, the 1710 Juuj 1 ,H l t 
being the closure to a ltd tar from Samuel Charters end John Evelyn, ^vonuo Comniittaro, 

John Dviudny, Superintendent of lh*t » «»lt" ihhm of Midoapmo, dated Calcutta, t he i7th June l Mi. 

il Prom John M.»cph«?raoii, Jehu Stable, tnd Chnrlf a St nan, !>v«m« - Department, lu John 
Stahl. \ E*n„ Prudent, and Members of tho Board of Revenue, Fort William, dated hurt William, 
the 11th Juk’ 1786. 
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converted into a separate and independent collectors!)ip. As the head¬ 
quarters of a Collector, and separate from Midnapore, it oeased, 
however, to exist m 1/87, in consequence of certain new arrange- 
ments of the several Collectorships ordered by the Court of Directors 
an raa e y the Light Hon’blo the Governor-General in Counoil/ 
according to which Mr. Peiarco was appointed to the charge of 
i 1 f addition of Jellasore, which last district the Presi- 

i j; 0 card of Revenue was pleased to direct Mr. Clmuvet to 

Tf • ' °y er c 'karge of to Mr. Peiarce as soon as might be convenient.! 

QOt ^Probable that before the cession of Midnapore by the 
the * ew years after the Company’s acquisition, 

T p ]i lc ^^LalasoreJ took care of the Company’s interests in chakla 
oenasore, tor it appears that sepoys used to bo sent from Balasore as far 
as o anpur. 

• . In 7780 t ’ 0 . tl1 tke districts of Hijli and Tumlook were converted 
into salt agencies under Mr. Thomas Calvert and Mr. Arohdekin 
respectively^ The Hijli Division was to he composed of tho two 
zemmdaries of JallamutlaandMajnamutta, or DoroDubnan.contaming 

1 anmrf Un ^ h f \ P 80 1 , B!rkul >H Mohnr, Kakraohar, 

Dampiay (ISafn) Ealshai, Mirgoda, and Mayanaohar. The Tumlook 

Um„ion was to contain the zemmdaries of Tumlook, Mysadul. including 
,' ! ga \’ . dnrapara, Aranganagar, Kasimnagar, Cumai, and Mandal- 
gnat, which last pe^gunnah was in i? 91 said to be in Burdwanjlf the 
, 1 A p eut ?* -tumlook apparently having no connection with the general 
ac ministration of his salt district, but being responsible for the lirovi- 
fcion of salt only. The Hijli Salt Agent also had no concern with the 
internal administration of any other pergunnahs than those contained 
m tho zemmdaries of Sujamutta, Jallamutta, and Majnamutta; Birkul, 
a iang, and the other pergunnahs of the salt agency, remained under the 
jurisdiction of the Midnapore authorities,** Mr. Calvert being oharged 
ni' lo y with the provision of salt from these pergunnahs and the preven¬ 
tion ox the manufacture and disposal of contraband salt in tho Midnapore 
" ls nc generally In 1/Sdff the revenue management of the four salt 
pergunnahs of the Jellasore chakla, namely Birkul, Balshai, Mirgoda, 
auc a kracnar, was transferred from Midnapore to the Salt Agent of 

* To Mr. John Peiarce from William Bi 
Chamber, the 21nt March 1787. 

Colli. Jr r Ti J . Shon 'J b T?f, Grnham ’- Tohn Modfcnzio, lievenuo Board, to ilr. J. 1,. Chnuvet 
k 01.(0 tor of Jellasore. dnfori Ontko a i u 


Secretary, Revenue Department, Council 

P,,]! ■. y ~ --.jouii lunciionzio, 

k one. tor of Jellasore, dated Calcutta, the 10th April 1787. 

24tn March* lflK fil " ldon i at to tho Gov erne r-Qeaeral in Council, dated Balasore, the 

P Francis IV'«SJPw25° n ° f a £ enc J> being the cnclesur.' to a left ,r from WarrenHo-dinua 
Fort *Wlliatn; the ^ ffl 

^ , mft J bo eir ded that the percunnah was formerly that is h lore fht* 

L Tl M-nipthe onolurttiro ft lottur from W. K W tVl!,, t „ r Hijli jjivL « 

Wrtri ^« ta ‘* d t '»“' «*. 16 th Junoirs' 

:u,l;'u!“ 10 Mt -°- Bur «-■'»*** «* 

t0 Mr - JO,,u ^ '- f 


M 


Croitof, 
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_ijli, in order that both them anufacture of the salt and the collections 
of the land revenue might be placed in the same hands and both oper¬ 
ations be worked together for their mutual benefit * 

In 1792f Lieutenant Wyatt, who had been entrusted with the 
construction and repair of the embankments in Hijli, adopted the 
following classification of the districts comprised therein. Hijli was 
said to contain twenty-two pergunnahs, which were again classified into 
eighteen divisions, styled zillahs.J These divisions were Balijora, 
Cho w ah Grottah, Chakpur, Balshai, Bhograi, Pautberrah, Datto Kharoi, 
Paharpur, Pataspur, Naruamutta, Erinch, Kasha Hijli, Amirabad, 
Parbahar, ? Eaipur, Doro Dubnan, Jallamutta, and Sujamutta. 

In the appendix^ is given an extract from an Analysis of the 
Einances of Bengal, &c„ delivered in to the Eight Hon’ble the Gover¬ 
nor-General in Council, Secret Department, on the 30th June 1787, 
which, as bearing on the original limits and extent of the Midnapore 
and Jallasore chaklas, is not unworihy of reference. 

It will not be deemed out of place to give the opinion of the 
Collector|| in 1800 regarding the population of his district, which in 
that year comprised both the salt agencies of Tumlook and Hijli, 
at least if the Magistrate’s criminal jurisdiction is considered. With 
a view to taxation, statistics connected with tobacco, pan, and betel, were 
collected through the zemindari and tehsildari establishments. They 
based their calculations on the number of shops in the district in 
which the articles were sold. The number of consumers was computed 
to be 100,000, exclusive of those in the jungles, where the number 
could not be ascertained, and where it would not answer to levy a tax. 
At the rate of three non-consumers to every consumer, the population 
of tho district would amount to 400,000, to which should bo added 
50,000 for the jungles and about 25,000 more who consumed from 
their own produce. The population of the district was usually supposed 
to be about 450,000.51 

Even in 1800** nearly two-thirds of the district consisted of jungle, 
the greater part of which was uninhabited and inaccessible. Where it 
was otherwise, and the soil "was fit for culture, the want of water, the 
want of bunds, the extreme disinclination of the lower orders of the 
natives to settle in the jungles, and of the higher orders to engage 
in any undertakings attended with expense and risk for the sake of 
remote advantage, seemed to the Collector insuperable obstacles to any 
great progress in clearing the jungle. 

• Frnm John Dyneley to Thomas Calvert, Esq., Agent for the Hijli DivEion, dated J|idnn- 
poro, the 16th December 17P3. . r . 

f Hei.oTt boing the enclosure to a letter from Charles Wyutt, Lieutenant. Engineers, to Lieu- 
t, luet-t'oioud Wood, Chief Engineer, Fort William, dated porguunab of Mysadul, tho )9tn May 

X The partition into zilluhs was originally mode by Mr. Calvert, the Collector, na well tor 
the Mtcr government of the district 03 to favour a more equal division of lhft lands. 

From T 11,Krimt,Collector, to William Cowper, E*q . President, uud Member of tho Board 
of lUvtmue. Fort W iliiam, dated zilluh Miduop re, the lsfe August lb«X>. 

«[ It i t do'ihtfnl whether tho dintrictin 1600, for the purposes «*f rhu census, oontuinefl M»Jli 
A9 it dor- in the present dny, when tho population is ascertained to b 2,6*.963. according to the 

) ifit cenBUH. Tr l?i(X) the Salt Agent of Hijli was trill the Collector 0/ his di«f not. 

From T H. Ernst., Collector, to George Dowdi-swell, Fo., Secretary to Lie Hoard of 
L.r.enm , Knrt. \\ tlliam, dated zilinh Midnapore, thn 31sl Oc.-ber 1600. 
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CHAPTER III. 




HISTORICAL EVENTS. 

Period 1764—1770.* * * § 

The oldest records relating to the affairs of the Midnapore province 
commence from the 1st March 1764, and consist of letters addressed 
to the Resident, who was then Mr. Anselm Beaumont. There are no 
letters written by him of an earlier date than the 11th November 1764. 
Mr. Beaumont was succeeded by Mr, Hugh Wattsf in October of the 
same year. 

In December 1764J it was reported that the Mahrattas had taken 
the field for the purpose of reducing to obedience the zemindars 
dependent on them. Some of the ehuars (plunderers) also, it was 
paid, had begun to be troublesome, and Ensign Davie, with two com¬ 
panies of sepoys, was deputed to proceed to Bussorah, a village on the 
banks of the Subarnrekha, with- the view of forcing them to keep quiet 
and of enabling Mr. Hugh Watts to draw more than sufficient to 
defray the expenses of batta and other incidental charges from a part of 
the country which had hitherto paid only about Rs. 500 yearly, though 
it contained forty-one villages. About the same time Mr. Waits 
and the Resident at Balasore§ gave notice of motions being made by 
the Mahrattas, and a detachment under command of Major Champion 
was sent from Fort William to check any attempts that might be 
made to effect an entrance into the Midnapore province. The troops 
were to be stationed at Jellasore, or at some other equally convenient 
spot on the frontier. A party of 50 Europeans and 600 sepoys was 
to be sent to join the detachment when it reached Midnapore, and six 
companies of the Midnapore battalion also were to be added. Four 
companies were considered to be sufficient for the purpose of assisting 
the Resident in collecting the revenues. Mr. Watts was to place him- 
self in communication with Major Champion regarding the m ease res to 
be taken to answer the purposes of the party, and to furnish him with 
supplies, and the latter was in goneral to be under Mr. atts orders. 


* Before tho reader proceed* further in the perusal of these notes, the compiler wishes it to bo 
distinctly understood that he lays no claim to originality either in the ioS rmation supplied or in 
tli® diction employed. Almost every line that follows in copied c erbatin • iteratitn from the 
records; occasionally a few word*, which are tho compiler's own, are used with a view to give a fi'ting 
introduction to a subject. If any credit is to bo awarded him for his work, it arises solely from that 
good fortune which has euabled him to fit in whole sentence extracted from tho I'ucoy.bj in such a 
way as to dovetail into one another and preserve the continuity of the story. Tho absouco 
of inverted commas in places docs not signify that the compiler is expressing hi* own ideas or 
sentiments, or evou clothing thoso of others in his own language The ’ no*es cau ho verified by a 
rcfurenco to tho records thomselvos, and tho reader can ucver be at fault in assiguiu^ what are 
really hid own oxprc.i»iooB fhu compiler. 

f Erom J. Spencer, C. S. Playuvil, H. Walts. S. Middleton, R. Leyco&ter, and .lohn Burdett. 
to Mr. Anselm Beaumont, Resident at Midn pore, dated Fort William, the iioth Octohov 1/dJ- 

t From H. Watts, Resident at Midi'opore, to the Hon’ble John .Spencer, lhcsideni and 
Governor, dated Midnapore, the 11th December I7ft4. 

§ Kiym J. Spencer, C. S. Playoell, R. Lcycoster, and John ihmlett, to Uo- h Walts, Esq.. 
Hcsidoot at Miduapore, dated Fort William, thy ‘i7th Dccymhor 17G4. 
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^j^^Apparently in January 1765* * * § a Mahratta force did approach near 
' lie Company’s territoiies, ostensibly with a view to subdue its own 
zemindars and subjects. However, till it returned to Cuttack no 
certainty could be made of its intentions : and it was principally for 
this reason that a detachment was to be stationed in the manner best 
adapted to prevent tho Mahrattas molesting the Company’s subjects. 
Subsequently Captain Hampton, with six companies, joined Major 
Champion. 

In February! the Mahrattas were reported to have returned to 
Cuttack and manifested no further intention of disturbing the Com¬ 
pany’s territories, and there appeared no longer any occasion for 
the "continuance of Major Champion’s detachment in the Midnapore 
province. It was accordingly resolved to ease the Company of that 
expense, and to recall it to Calcutta. 

In December 1764 Mr. YansittartJ had left for Europe, and the 
government of the presidency had devolved on Mr. John Spencer, 
who became President and Governor in Council at Fort William.^ 

The Nabob, Mir Jaffier, died on the 5th of February 1765,'! and the 
President, Mr. Spencer, in a letter addressed to Samuel Middleton,If 
Pesident at the Durbar, wrote that he was much concerned in this event, 
and would pay proper respect to the memory of the deceased. Ho 
further remarked that it was the interest of the Company as yet to 
support the family of Mir Jaffier. The officers of the late Government 
were to carry on the business in the usual manner. It was intended 
that a Committee of the Board should be appointed to seat a successor 
on the musnud iu a public and proper manner, that he, as well as the 
whole country, might see that he received his government from the 
Company. Subsequently, in March 1765,** Nizamud-Dowla’s accession 
to the euhahdari of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa was proclaimed in a 
proper manner at Midnapore. He had acceded to the treaty proposed 
to him, and "was seated in consequence by the Company’s deputies on 
the musnud.ft 


• From Hugh Watts to the Hon’ble John Spencer, President and Governor, &c., Council, 
dated Midnapore, the 10th January 1766. 

t From J. Spencer, C, S. Playdell, J. Burdett, and George Gray, to Hugh Watts, E-q., Resident 
at Midnapore, dated Fort William, the 28th February 1766. 

t Prom J. Snencer, C. S. Playdell, Warren Hastings. John Johnstone, S. Middleton, 
ft. Loycestor, and John Burdett, to Hugh Watts, Esq., Resident at Midnapore, dated Fort William, 
the 3rd December 1764. 

Mills' History, volume III. hook IV, chapter V.page 253. 

Note —Certain incidents referred to in t. .o records, but which belong to general 

Indian history, arc occasionally noticed below. They are but remotely connected with the aflnira 
if the Midnapore province, uud are related merely to mark the progress of events oo urrii.vr 
iu < ili parts of Bengal simultaneously with the transactions which form the Inn-is oi this 
narrative. 

§ From Hugh Watts to the Hon’ble John Sponcer, President and Governor, &c.. Council of 
Fort William, dated Midnapore, tho 7th December 1764. 

|| From J. Sponcer, l'. 9. Playdell, R. Leyoeater. and J. Burdett, to Hugh Watts, Esq,,"dated 
Fort William, tho 8ih February 1765. 

From J. Spencer to Samuel Middleton, Esq., Resident at the Durbar, dated Fort *' imam, 
the 8th February 1765. 

M From tha Resident to tho HoiFble John Spencer, President and Governor, &c., Council 
of Fort William, dated Midnapore, the iUh March 1765. 

■ft From J. Spencer, 0. S. Playdell, J. Burdett, and George Gray, to Hugh Watts, Iunj. 
Resident at Midnapore, dated Fort William, the 6th March 1765. 
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In May 1765* Lord Clive arrived and took upon himself the 
government of the presidency. The intention of the general Court in 
desiring Lord Clive to go to Bengal was that by his Lordship's charac¬ 
ter and influence peace and tranquillity might be the easier restored 
and established in that subahship.f. A committee, consisting of his 
Lordsliip. Mr. William Brightwell Sumner, Brigadier General Carnac, 
Messrs. Harry Yerelst, and Francis Sykes, was appointed with full 
powers to pursue whatever measures it might judge most proper to 
; ecure peace and tranquillity, after which it should cease, to exist. 

It is incidentally mentioned in the records that the war with Shuja 
ud-Dowla was brought to a termination in September 1765, and a treaty 
of peace was exeouted with him.J 

In October 1765§ Mr. Graham was ordered to take charge of the 
Midnapore factory from Mr. Watts, the transfer actually taking place 
on the 1st December.|| 

In March 1766^[ a measure was resolved upon by the Government 
which entailed upon the Company the necessity of sending an expedi¬ 
tion into the country to the west of Midnapore, that is the reduc¬ 
tion of the zomindars to the westward, and the capture and entire 
demolition of their forts, except such as might be thought necessary for 
the protection of the country. Such of the zemindars as might readily 
fenbmit and engage for the regular payment of their revenues, agree¬ 
ably to the custom of those parts of the provinces, were to be continued ; 
those that did not were to be entirely routed, and other persons 
appointed to the charge of their zemindaries. The detachment previ- * * § 
ously stationed at Midnapore had been setit to Burdwan,** but was 
recalled. However, owing to the scarcity of sepoys at the latter place, 
the expedition against the jungle zemindars, as they were called, was 
deferred till the cessation of the rains of 1766. 

In April 1766ft Lord Clive left Calcutta, Mr. Verel$t apparently 
succeeding to the vacant chair. 

On the 8th May ft the Nabob Nazimud-Dowla died, and his 
brother, Syf-ud-Dowla, succeeded him in the Subalidari, and was seated 
on the musnud on the 19th. 
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* Prom Lord Olive, C. S. Playdell, Francis Sykes, R. J.oyster, J. Burdett aotl Oeoreje Gray, 
to Hugh Waits, jvuj.. Resident at Midnapore, dated Fort Vi iliiam, the 3rc. May *<“«)♦ Mill:/ 
History, volume III, book IV, chapter VII, page 276. 

t Extract from the HoiFble Company's general letter to Fort V iJliam, dated tho lx, ,Tupe 
1704, being cnclosuro to a letter from Lord Cuve, W. B. Sumner, anil 1 ram ie Sykes, to Hugh 
Wat's, Eeq., Rt-ident at Midnapore, dated Fort William, tho 1 •'t h May 1«'6 d. 

t From Lord dive, W. B. Sumner, Francis Sykes, and R. lo yccslor, t > Hugh M at to, Esq., 
Resident at Midnapore, dated Fort William, the uth September 1763. 

§ From Hugh Watts to the Right Hon'ble Robert Lord Olivo, President and Governor, &c., 
Council of Fort William, dated Midnapore, tho 10th October 1705. 

j] From J. Graham to tho Right! Hon*ble Robert Lord Clive. President and Governor, Ac., 
Council of Foit William, dated Midnapore, the 3rd December 17do. 

¥j From H. Vorolat to Mr, J. Graham, at Midnapore, dated Calcutta, the l7tl\ March l'Oil 

** From Ff. Verelet to Mr. J. Graham, datod Calcutta, tho 10th April 17dd. 
ft From H. Verelst to Mr. J. Graham, dated Calcutta, the 10th April 1768. 

Mills’ History, volume III, book IV, chapter VII, page 206. 

Xt From W. B. Sumner, H. Verelst, Randolph Marriott. Hugh Watts, Claud Russell, WTliatn 
Aider*. v, Thomas JMsidl, and Chari.3 Floyer, to Mr. John Graham, Resident at Midnapore, dated 
Fort William, the 22nd May 17-00. 
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EXPEDITION INTO THE JUNGLE MEHALS. 

In January 1707, in pursuance of intentions already described, 
the first steps were taken to subjugate and settle the country to 
the westward of Midnapore,* which was said to be a very large 
tract comprehended within the limits of tho province, but of which 
the zemindars, taking advantage of their situation, had supported 
themselves in a kind of independence since the lime of the Mahratta 
troubles during Alivardi Khan’s Government. It was remarked that 
lot) years before the period concerning which these notes are compiled, 
Todel Mull had been sent by the Court of Delhi to take an account 
of the subc:s in that part of Bengal which included Midnaporo. “Tho 
continuance of the independence of the zemindars,” Mr. Grahamf 
mid, “ is judged to bo highly unsuitable in the present respectable 
situation of our Government, and is also thought to obstruct a com¬ 
mercial* intercourse which used heretofore to subsist between the Bengal 
provinces and the districts to the westward of the hills. The party 
which you are appointed to the command of is destined, therefore, to 
proceed against those zemindars with a view to reduce them to a 
proper subjection to our Government and payment of a just revenue, 
to enforce their obedience to the authority of the Ilesident of Midnaporo, 
and to encourage, if possible, the merchants of the western districts 
to open again their wonted communication with these provinces. 

“ Your several indents have been duly complied with; and as the 
party has been prepared under your own direction, I make no doubt but 
that it is now completed with every necessary article. 

“ From the best information that I could collect here, I have 
formed a statement of the situation of the several districts against which 
the- operations are intended; and I have also, with tho same assistance, 
laid down a route which is thought the best calculated for proceeding 
against them. Copies of these papers I herewith deliver you for your 
g :'dance, so far as you shall find them confirmed by your intelligence 
or ox peri* nee on the spot; but whenever these shall render it eligible to 
deviate from them, you are entirely at 3 0111 own discretion to do so. 

“ Sm h of tho zemindars as readily and willingly demean themsolvos 
to our Government, and give security for the payment of 1 n equitable 
revenue and thoir future good conduct, it is intended shall bo continued 
if? 1 h( ir possessions; and many of them, I am told, will shew a very 
early disposition to comply with these terms. I propose, therefore, to 
accompany vho party myself the length of the thuna of Balarampur.J 
win ro 1 will receive the submission of those who may he lima woll 
disposed, and settle with them tho rents thatthey are in future to pay. 

All tho instructions that I can give you in tho business of adjustment 
you will have an opportunity by this menus of receiving ; and after I 
ionve the part 3 % I will detach with you a person who is woll versed in 
tL«j revenue branch, by whose advice and your own judgment you v. dl 
bo gui'h d in oil further adjustments that it may bo necessary to make. 

In gemmi,i 1 beg leave to remark to you that as it 1 s more the intention 



* jjwirt ilii* to Pm lie I« Sykiti, dnld thfli Jwnf. 17S7 

t Fi-iru J. Graiuun a* Ktuu’n J*>hu Fonttm-nu, Uau'tl MirinntMrt', lb-' IlUth January Ij 
X iJalurauipux Wru* tUiuilwl a luw uitUai it . i«t tho CGiiliuta of (L - pu^uuunu ol Humour 
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of our Government effectually to secure the zemindars* bubmi.-siuii than 
to make a temporary advantage # of it, I think that end will he best 
accomplished by settling the payment of an equitable rent and claiming 
from them one of their nearest relations to reside by way of bostago at 
Midnapore, at least for the first twelve months. 

‘‘ Such of the zemindars as, through folly or obstinacy, shall 
persist in refusing their submission and attempt opposition to your 
party, you will of course .proceed against in a hostile manner, 
and, employing all advantages that your intelligence or other cir¬ 
cumstances may afford you, endeavour to expel them from their 
dominions. This once effected, the next- step, if practicable, will be 
to appoint other persons to their zemindaries; and if ever such 
ccso should occur, you must immediately ad vino the Resident of 
Midnapore, with whom the choice to such appointments is lodged. 
But if you apprehend the situation of the districts to bo such that 
auother person could not maintain himself in them without a foroo 
of ours constantly to support him, it will then remain with you as 
v/ell to inflict a punishment for the obstinacy and rebellion of the 
present incumbents as to render them incapable of creating further 
disturbance in time to come; the former by giving the persoual property 
and possessions of such zemindars and their head people up to 
plunder, the latter by destroj'iug as much as possible their refuges 
and Btrongholds. 

“ Unless, however, where the necessity of your duly requires tln'b 
tenor of conduct, you will please to bo peculiarly watchful tlmt no 
plunder or ravage'is committed by your men; but that, on the oontraiy, 
the strictest lenity and moderation be observed, and every mioourugn- 

ment given to the country people that you imagine can tend to ingra¬ 
tiate their affections towards our Government. 

“ The opposition that you may meet with I imagine will be very 
trifling : indeed the only risk, in my opinion, to be apprehended 13 irom 
treachery or surprise, surrounded, as you will almost constantly be, with 
thick woods. This renders it necessary that you should be alv, ays 
upon your guard. Proceed with the greatest caution, and jo parti¬ 
cularly attentive in the choice of your encaitti ments. Llic z'-rium tus of 
Dharinda and Korangur* will attend you with a parcel of their Lack 
troops, and these you may employ in scouring the -huts ox too road to 
prevent your suffering by any ambush or alarm. 

“ A bazar furnished* with every necessary is ordered to attend you, 
and, exclusive thereof, I have loaded oO bullocks with provisions from 
the Company’s stores. These are meant as a resource should your 
bazar at any time prove deficient or incapable of supplying you ; they 
arc therefore only to bo used in °ase of such enu-Tgonoy, when tho 
bazar-men must be made uncountable for wind is expended. 

“ The whole service you have to perform may occupy, I should 
suppose, about the space of two months; but it may bo highly eligible 
to i*x ou a cent rionl spot to on camp your party for some tinm longer, 

J/; order to awe tho zemindars into a strict obaurvan-o of their 
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__ jrfgQ ments. On this and every other subject you are to keep up a 
€ lose correspondence with me or the Resident at Midnapore for the time 
being, whose orders you are in every respect to follow, and if anything 
should occur which you think worthy the attention of the Governor of 
Calcutta, it will be proper on such occasions that you address him also. 

“I have only further to recommend to you to keep a journal of 
your proceedings, and, if possible, to form a chart of the marches you 
make. I heartily wish you success.’’ t 

Subsequently Mr. Graham was obliged to forego his intention of 
accompanying the party under Mr. Fergusson, for he was transferred 
to Burdwan as Resident of that place. He wrote to Mr. Fergusson :— 
« As I find* that my appointment to Burdwan and the business which 
I have to settle here before my departure will not admit of my absence 
from the factory for a space of time sufficient to render the service 
expected from my accompanying your party, I am obliged to set aside 
that intention, and you will therefore proceed without further delay. 

“ To assist you in adjusting with those zemindars who may be 
disposed to submit to our Government without giving trouble, I have 
ordered two persons, Cartickram and Chundnun Goss, to attend you. 
The latter is an intelligent man in the revenue business in general, 
the former is particularly acquainted with the families and possessions 
of the jungle zemindars, and will therefore he able, I should imagine, 
to render essential service. 

(( As soon as you arrive at the thana of Balarampur, you should 
issue orders summoning the whole to come in and pay their submission, 
and then halt six, eight, or ten days, according as you see a prospect 
of these orders being productive of success. After that time, I would 
not wish you, without very good reasons occur, to protract your stay at 
Balarampur, but to proceed without further delay to the reduction 
of each zemindar separately who refuses compliance. I shall expect to 
hear from you frequently, and I shall always be ready to give you every 
assistance in my power as to the business of adjustment.” 

When theso mstructionsf were laid before the Governor, who was 
tho IJon’ble Harry Verelst (Lord Olive had left town on the 26th 
January 1767 for England in the ship Britannia on account of his ill- 
health, and Was succeeded by Mr. YerelstJ), he thought that tho adiiut- 
ting§ of plunder even in the justifiable case above mentioned might be 
productive of disorders among the people under Mr. bergusson, and 
detriment to tho service in view. The offending clause of the instructions 
issued before was therefore superseded, and instead of plundering the 
personal property and possessions of the rebellious zemindars, it was 
ordered that everything on such occasions was to be seized and sent into 
Midnapore. If after Mr. Fergusson’s return he should report the sepoys 
to bo deserving of a reward, all tho effects collected should be distributed 
amongst them. 


# From the Resident to En i^n John Forgueaoo, dated Midnapore, (.he lr.t Fobrua'y 1767. 
t From the Resident to Eusij/n John Fergusson, dated Midnapore, the 3rd February 1767. 

T From Henry Verelat, Smith, Sykes, Rns-?11. Alderney, Kelsall, and Campbell, to Mr. John 
Giaham, Uesid* nl at Midnapore, dated Fort William, tho 2nd February 1767. 

§ ['rom the Resident to Erngn John Ferguson, dated Midnapore, the 3rd February 1767. 
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Mr^ Fergusson accordingly set out with tliree or four companies 
of sepoys and a European sergeant or two. On* reaching the Kaliau- 
pur pergunnah the zemindar acknowledged his dependence on Midna- 
porei He used to pay a trifling tribute at the “cutcherry” annually, 
but as that sum* about Rs. 30, was deemed by no means adequate to 
the produce of his pergunnah, it was thought that the present ogpor- 
tumty sliould not be let slip of settling with him a proper equivalent. 
Ihe rhulkusma zemindar was to have a demand made on him for the 
amount of a robbery at Antmdpur, which was proved to have been 
committed recently by his people. 

Ihe Jhargram zemindar proved eontumaeious. Mr. Fergusson 
preceded against his fort, which he took; and Mr. Graham t observed, — 
1 beg leave to congratulate you on your sucoess against the fort of the 
J ipirgram zemindar. Tho whole tenor of your progress thither meets 
with my entire approbation, although 1 confess I could have wished 
that your success had been the result of a more decisive stroke, for the 
zemindar's having been able to effect his escape without suffering an y 
defeat will, I am afraid, serve to embarrass our operations. It will be 
impossible from so small a party as yours to leave a garrison in ever/ 
tort that you may be obliged to reduce, and to leave them without one 
would just be undoing what it may have cost you trouble to do; for 
there is no kind of doubt that the runaways would immediately 
return to possession. My sentiments, then, on the present case, in addi¬ 
tion to the general plan of your instructions, tnke as follows:— 

“ The obstinacy or folly of this man has obliged you to proceed 
hostilely against him; and to make him the first example of the 
superiority of our arms, let us also, if possible, make him the 'first 
example of ourlenity and moderation, with a view of engaging others 
to a cheerful submission and allegiance to our Government/ For this 
purpose I would recommend you to write him a letter yourself, setting 
before him the folly and absurdity of his conduct, and the ill conse¬ 
quences which they have been productive of to himself and his affairs; 
that to convince him, however, that your original intentions were only 
to enforce his submission and obedience to his proper Government, you. 
still invite him to return in full security of protection, provided ho is 
disposed to execute reasonable terms for tho rents of his country and 
Ins future good conduct; tjiat to consider of and embrace this overture 
y ou will allow him a limited time (suppose 24 hours), after which space, 
if he still stands out, that measures will unquestionably bo taken for bis 
total expulsion from his zemindari, and no subsequent advances on his 
part will be received or listened to. 

UnleNS tho man is a great fool indeed I think lie will not let this 
last resource escape him; but if he should, you must then proceed to 
establish another person in his zemindari. The most proper candidates 
I can suggest are the four, that are with you, Biteram Oawn (by his 
proxy, Govindram), Cartickram, Gopinaut, and ItogUnaut Giigiiulai ; 
and i, leau* it to you to fix the choice ou the one who you judge will bo 



* Vroin the Resident to Ensign John Ferguson, dated Midnaporu, tho 4th February J 7(5?. 
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apable o{ supporting himself in possession, 
erms for the Company. 

“ One of these methods I think must unquestionably take place, 
and I will therefore at present avoid saying anything on the last 
disagreeable necessity of demolishing his fort and laying waste his 
villages. 

“ As to the effeots which you have seized, if the zemindar returns 
I would wish them restored to him, and you may engage him to 
make in lieu some consideration to the captors; but if tbe zemindari 
is -given to another, that person can have no such claim, and you will 
in such case dispose of what you please to your bazar, and, if possible, 
hnd means to .transport the rest to Bahadurpur, from whence I will 
bring it in here. In future cases where this, from the distance, cannot 
be done, you must make a regular sale in your own camp.in the manner 


you propose. 

“ After finishing affairs at this Jhargram, I would recommend to 
you to proceed immediately to Balarampur, to take advantage of this 
example for bringing the rest of the zemindars in, and that, if possible, 
without acting further offensively.” 

Having* become conscious of what he had to expect if he proved 
further unsubmissive, the Jhargram zemindar offered a compromise, and 
a sum apparently “ in the light of a purchase for his independence 
afresh.” This, however, could not be; for the sum to be paid to the 
Company was to become an established annual revenue, was to be paid 
monthly at the eutcherry of Midnapore, and a tashkhis paper was to be 
executed accordingly. Security was accepted from the zemindar and 
his fprt restored to him. The sepoys had behaved with so much good 
order in the midst of plunder (the greatest temptation that can be 
thrown in a soldier’s way) that they were to be given a consideration, 
which was to bo a reasonable one without the risk of making them, 
too rich. It was remarked that unless where the sepoys acted offensively 
they could have no claim to be considered. 

The zemindar of Ghatsilaf proved a more obstinate opponent 
than his brother of Jhargram* He posted troops in all the avenues 
and inlets to his pergunnah, and was determined not to admit a Feringhi 
into his courftry on any account. 

Mr. ForgussonJ was more successful ivith the* zemindars of Ram- 
gar, Sankakulia or Lalgar, Jamboni, and Jhatibunni or Silda. They 
came iu and settled for the payment of an adequate yearly revenue 
from their estates to the Company. 

Mr. Graham§ expressed his entire approbation of the adjustment 
which Mr. Fergusson had made. If a continuance, he said, of the 
same success attended Mr. Fergusson’s operations and negotiations, 
the whole of the expedition would terminate greatly both to his own 
and Mr. Graham’s credit. He advised that ulterior measures should 
be taken against the Ghatsila zemindar. 


* From tie Kr-.*idont t<:> Lieutenant Pcrgwsun, dntod Midnnpo-, the Oth February 1/07. 
t From John Fcrgussonto Mr. (irnh ua, dated thana of Babrompur, theluh February L707. 
t From John IPergusBoa to Joliu Graham, Esq., dated Bnlatampur thana, tbe 14th .cebrumy 
r. 

§ From the K&udcntto Lieutenant Forgusaon, dated Midnepore, the 16th February l/07. 
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There can be no doubt that the zemindars had hitherto boon 
treated with great moderation and indulgence, and it is questionable, 
if their means aro considered, whether this was not the safest and 
* wisest policy. For the country wore a very poor appearance,* and from 
the oppression of the former Collector many were really in no condi¬ 
tion to pay a considerable revenue; and those that were, hud where¬ 
withal to prevent the intelligence coming to the ears of the officials 
so as to enable Mr. Fergusson to make a proper adjustment. Mr. 
Fergusson was daily convinced from experience that though some 
oxpense would bo incurred, the only method of reducing the countr\‘ 
to the yielding of an adequate and orderly revenue was to station a 
force in a centrical place, where, by awing the whole, every individual 
would enjoy his own, aud where, by further acquaintance with the 
people and country, a just notion could be formed iu what estimation 
it might, bo held. In this way also a sure beginning to the other 
intended purpose of re-openiug the trade, with such security as 
must of course make it flourish, would be obtained. On inquiry 
Mr. Fergusson found that the country was not barren of a fund for 
commerce; for lie understood that thore was abundance of iron, wax, oil, 
dammer, buffaloes, besides the capital article of timber. Could the 
people but be convinced that by trading in these articles and b v y tilling 
their lands they would benefit themselves more and lead a happier life 
than by addicting themselves to theft and robbery, as they were doing, 
the point desired would be gained in its utmost latitude. 

In the meantime the old zemindar of Jhargram died, and his sous 
tendered their submission. + # ... , 

Hitherto Mr. Fergusson had confined himself within the^ limits 
of the Midnaporo district as they, aro now recognized. His further 
progress was towards the north-west; and he recommended, in order 
effectually to settle the revenues of Amainagar, Supur, Manbhoonn 
Chhatna, and Barahabhum, which all lay within the jurisdiction of 
thana Balarampur, and by the best accounts that could be procured 
were at least some of them richer and. more extensive, coni]'na¬ 
tively speaking, than what had been seen, that, oven it the zemindars 
should agree to attend him at Balarampur and settle, an advance 
ought to be made into a centrical place in the midst of them, with a 
view to make them immediately acquiesce in reasonable terms. 1'roin 
tho situation of the perguimahs of liaipur and PhulkusmOj, the zemin¬ 
dars of those places ought to have paid their revenue at Bauirampiir; 
the tehsil was said to be trifling, whereas they could aitord •< pretty 
considerable! one; they could have yielded annually to the Company no 
less than 3,000 Alda Sicca rupees. . 

Mr., Graham concurred with Mr. Fergusson.; in believing that it 
was expedient to march to a situation nearer the five pevgiumnlis 
and to bring the zemindars to a speedy settlement, other wise thy 
might relax from the* good disposition they professed to be in, and 
occasion fresh trouble to induce them to a proper way of thinking. 


* From John Fergusson to Mr. Graham, Sated Balarampur thana, tho 14th February 1/AT. 
f From John Feitrusson to Mr. Gral. nn, d tied *pu- than.' in- l*»th beUui&ry 1707. 

1 From the Resident fcO Lieutenant PurguiMon, dated Midnaporo, lha lBth February 1/0/. 
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^g^mindars of Raipur and Phulkusma, Mr. Graham ex pla i 
Independent on the Burdwan province, though they had taken 
advantage of their situation to avoid making their submission and 
paying an equitable rent, and therefore Mr. Graham said that the 
opportunity which offered of bringing them to a settlement should 
certainly be employed; afterwards it might be determined whether 
the collections should continue to be made under the thana of Balaram- 
pur. After disposing of the five zemindars, Mr. Fergusson was to 
pursue his route to the thana of Janpur, and thence as expeditiously 
as possible against the zemindar of Ghatsila, who was apparently 
preparing for war. Mr. Graham finally remarked that if a first 
payment of money from all those who had been settled with could bo 
sent in, it would carry an appearance favourable to the plan. 

The five zemindars being summoned to attend Mr. Fergusson,* 
those of Supur and Manbhopm sent vakils, with whom # he had 
interviews, but without any satisfactory result. Ho at once expressed 
his intention to start from Balarampur immediately and to approach 
nearer to their possessions, that he might settle with them peaceably, if 
possible, and if that course would not answer, by force as the last 
’resource. Mr. Graham suspected that Mr. Fergussonf found as ho 
proceeded farther westward that the zemindars were neither quite so 
tractable nor civilized as those who lived nearer the thana, but he 
recommended him to lose no time in bringing or reducing them to 
terms. Their fears seldom failed to bo operated upon with success, but 
to leave them time to see that themselves, was generally known to produce 
in them a degree of imperiousness, self-sufficiency, and obstinacy. In* 
proof of these words, as it were, the Amain agar zemindar said that he 
was willing to submit, but that ho could not do much on account of 
his country having been plundered and some villages burnt on the one 
hand by Daxnudur Singh (a freebooter, to capture whom a party of 
sepoys was despatched from - Bishnupur, in Burdwan,) and by the 
Company’s troops on the other. ’The Barahabhum zemindar intended also 
to submit but a company of sepoys in the Chhatna zemindari, acting on 
behalf of the .Pachet Raja, had committed such violence—at least had 
on asionod such a terror—that zemindar and all had run into the jungles. 
Mr. Fergusson deprecated the despatch of additional troops into the vest 
of the district, because, be said, 4i there is no occasion to send any other 
force into this part of the Midnapore province ;§ for if there are troops 
at pleasure soot among these people, though the uisoipline is never so 
strict, I r *an foresee that the business of collecting the revenues will bo 
tedious, l«>r they only want such a plausible excuse to turn it to the 
best account on one hand, and on the other they are really so. terrified 
in those cases that it entirely interrupts their family business tor 

the tirac/* . , , . . u 

Mr. Fergusson. in pursuance of hjs mission, marched to ©up nr. 
Jfe fouiid as he marched that the Raipur pergunnah was by far 


« From J-hn P<rrgu a m to Mr. Graham, dated Bakrampur thana, tho 10th February Jjtor. 
f Fr. m the lirodi ut to Lieu 4 » omit f dated Midtwpore, th.* 25th IMjruavy 1/07. 

t ]f‘\ - i. .John Fertfusson 0* Mr Grnham, doted Bulanmipnr thana, tho lSfcn reoniarv J7(>7. 
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tho best. cultivated that he had yet seen in the jungles; in that 
part of it through which he passed there was a vast number of 
cotton-trees.* * * § ** The five western zemindars came in and settled in 
the same manner as the preceding ones, and Mr. Fergussou said in 
writing to the Resident,—f “If you consider the circumstances of my 
finding every individual of them, with ajl their people and effects, in- tli e 
jungle^ I am hopeful it will reconcile my conduct to you, whether 
you regard the time and manner or tho settlement itself; for had 1 
pursued, them it would not probably have answered the end. To have 
pursued each separately would have been a work of time ; and to have 
divided my force would have rendered my success doubtful, as none of 
these zemindars, by our best intelligence, have less than 2,000 people in 
their pergunnahs whose trade is ward’ He added that some among them 
weie not cordial, and unless a force remained in their neighbourhood 
to awe them, collecting the revenue from them would be a hard task. 

Eventually, Mr. Fergusson wa3 completely successful in his 
operation towards the extreme west.J lie had already promised to send 
in a foiv days the Falgun month's revenue from the five zemindars 
whose subjugation has been described. He had constituted a than ad ar 
and navisanda of Balarampur to collect the revenues while ho was 
absent still farther to the westward ; and in March he sent to Mr. Graham^ 
Rs. 1,000, of which Rs. 550 were in cash and Its. 450 in bouds, being- 
part only of the Company’s treasure collected from those zemindars who 
had already settled with him to pay a tashkhis for their pergunnahs. 1 1 o 
joined with Mr. Graham in opinion,—1| “If wo continue to awe and 
protect these people the revenue mav be considerably increased; and, 
if I may be allowed to judge from the face of the country and appear- 
auco of the people, very considerably too, were they somewhat civilized, 
and this more particularly in the western pergunnahs.” 

^ The revenues^ which the zemindars had engaged to pay exceeded 
the sums at which their countries had been ratod in the King's books* 

I he adjustment was perfectly satisfactory; at the same time by attend- 
ing to keep them at once awed and protected, the Resident hoped that 
the stipulation might be considerably increased upon. 

With regard to the two pergunnahs of Raipur and Phulkusma,** 
which paid Rs. 1,600 yearly into the Rurdwan treasury "through the 
hands of Y v Bogreewala,” it was said that the money was very ill collec ¬ 
ted. The tract lay near the Balarampur thaua, and the tashkhis (which 
couM easily be increased to 3,000 Alla Sicca, as explained before,) could 
a s0 : r mt difficulty, supposing a fm to remain 

there. Lieutenant Fergusson had got alt the people together in order to 
increase the yearly revenue for the Company, but roir the present he 
took no active measures, being compelled by circumstances to retrace 


* Prom John Fergusson to Mr. Graham, dated Camp, dpmt Supnr, the 22nd February 17G7. 

f From John Fergusson to John Graham, Esq., Chief of Midnuporo, dated Mania m, the 
'.5th M 'reh 1707. 

1 1‘ tom John Fergus.son to John Gr dated Balurainpcr Ihana, the 19th Februnlv. 1707 . 

§ Ft. m John Fergupsou to John Graham, Esq., dated Balarampur fbatm, the 13th M.iroh 1707. 

!! t'rmn JohnFai , :.;san to Jol Graham, JPc].,datedfchnna Balm nmpur. iP I ■ th March 1707. 

If From tlio.J‘evident to Liputr 

** From John Fergussou to Jo 
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1 Midnapore, tho 121 h March 1707. 
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and proceed against the rebellious Ghatsila 
^paVerful of the opponents he had hitherto encountered. From- time 
to time accounts had been received of the preparations he was making 
to resist Mr. Fergusson in case he ventured into his territory, such as 
breaking the road, barricading all narrow passes by felling trees, 
though Mr. Fergusson still cpm idered that, like the rest, he would 
submit without striking a blow. There was a circumstance that perhaps 
led Mr. Fergusson into such a belief. Af breach existed between the 
zemindar and his nephew and heir, whom he had driven from his territories, 
and who resided with anotlier zemindar. It was Mr. Fergusson’s inten¬ 
tion to make this breach of use in saving his brave- fellows, as ho called 
liis sepoys, from the risk of an engagement with the people. -He contem¬ 
plated setting up the nephew against the zemindar, and thus enlisting 
the sympathies of the people, whom the existing zemindar’s suspicious 
and distrustful temper had alienated to such a degree as to induce him 
to shut himself in a strong house within his' fort lest he should be 
murdered. Damudar Singh, the rebel to whom allusion has already 
been made, had also joined the Ghatsila zemindar, together with some 
other petty princes in his neighbourhood. 

In March 1767,J before leaving the neighbourhood of the 
Balarampur thana, Mr. Fergusson sent two messengers to the Ghatsila 
zemindar,'calling upon him for the last time to acknowledge allegiance 
to the Company. They were stopped on the way by loO bowmen, and 
were informed that if they proceeded along the Janpur road they 
would not* be obstructed, but that no one would be allowed to go into 
their country by the Jambunni road. There was no alternative left 
now but to .subdue the rebel zemindar by force. Accordingly^ the 
Kalianpur, Jambunni, and Jhatibunni zemindars, with their followers, 
horse and foot, the latter numbering several hundreds, attended 
Mr. Fergusson at Jambunni with a view to aid him in punishing ? he 
Ghatsila zemindar. They were his natural enemies, and of long 
* standing, and they showed themselves eager to take this oj>portunity 
of gratifying their revenge. His nephew, who resided at Barahabhum, 
could give, or would give, Mr. Fergusson no assistance. 

The march to Ghatsila|| commenced about the middle of March. 
On his way, eleven kos from the Ghatsila fort, Mr. Fergusson learnt that 
2,000 men had entrenohed themselves and made a parapet of “ palisa- 
does” in a plain about three kos from Jarabunni, having the channel of 
a nullah and jungle in their rear. He said,--" Having resolved last night 
to attack their force at break of day if possible, I set out at one o’clock 
in the morning, resolving to march slowly and circumspectly, it being 
very clear moonlight; but such were the length of these eosses, and 
such the badness of the roads, having all ox them in this perg mnah 
to make as we marched, and also two considerable nullahs to pass, 


zemindar, the most 



•From John Fergusson to John Graham, EV, dated Balarampur thana, the 16tli Fobraary 
1767 

f Fn'jiii John Ferguson to Mr. Graham, dated Balaraibprr limns, the 10th February 17G7. 

X i : 'v«n John i*vv L ru j'.n to John Ci *ahmv, K-cj., dm-.. I il.ana Jhilfirampui*, Che March 

1707- 

rrv.m John Fergus^ to .!'•*• in*. Graham. E^q., dated Jambunni, the 17th Mare i 17G7. 
j| From John Forgujc-on to John Graham. Esq., dated Camp, n large plain Hour Bind 
Village, the 18th March 1707 
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they only abandoned as we approached, that instead of arriving 
at daylight, we • were only able to reach this thana of his at 10 
o’clock. Finding, however, my troops, &o., fresh and in good spirits, I 
resolved to storm. The enemy soon abandoned their post and betook 
themselves into the channel of the nullah, with a view, I believe, of 
flanking us in the storm. But we were guarded against this, as well as 
against an ambuscade which they had lay ed on the banks of a tank to 
the left of the rear; for having examined tho ground on all sides 
before the onset, I resolved to divide my force in such manner as to 
attack them in these three places at once, which I accordingly did; and 
my forces- drove the enemy before them clear out of the jungle and 
over a large plain into the village of Bind, where about 200 of them 
endeavoured to make a stand to no puipose. With regard to my troops, 
1 must say the sepoys behaved very bravely, but not like disciplined 
troops ; for that party which I sent under the command of Serjeant 
Bascombo to storm the nullah in the junglo broke at once and ran iu 
without keeping any order, and it was with much difficulty I con. 11 
keep the small party with myself and with the guns from ruling 
after the rest into the jungle when they found there was mining to 
do in the intrenehments, which were abandoned. 

• “ Mogul Roy* has got a great name among the sepoj 8. The number 

of the slain on the enemy’s side I havo not been able to Jearn, it being 
m the j unglo the execution was done ; but threevhoads have been found 
that the guns had shot off, but of my men there is not one so mud) 
as hurt, not even a provincial. 

“ With my best wishes and respects to Mrs. Graham and family, 
and compliments to the gentlemen, with real regard and esteem, I am, 
dear sir, your earnest well-wisher and most obliged, humble servant 
J• Fergusson, who has an immense headache, so hopes inaccuracies will 
be excused.” 


The next day Mr. Fcrgusson marched about three-quarters of a 
kos from Bind uninterruptedly, but be remarked ,—“ On arriving at tho 
village of Mindalockuna intelligence! arrived from the front- that the 
jungle in .the front of the village was spread over with clicwars, on 
which I halted a little and ordered one gun and a small party oi sepoys 
to advance, disposing* the whole in such a manner as to bo able to 
support that party or to detach to the rear or flanks, according as the 
enemy might make their appearance. On seven rounds of grape and two 
or three platoons from the sepoys they retired, having indeed first 
endeavoured to alarm us on all sides, but f to no purpose, as their shot 
from the jungle would not reach, and they would not come in sigh 4 ;. 
During this short skirmish, one sepoy reoeived a shot through the 
muscles of the thigh. Finding the enemy determined not to maintain 
any battle with us, I immediately disposed my troops to maintain a 
running fight and march pretty smartly ; at the same time,* by strength¬ 
ening my rear, ordering 20 sepoys on each flank and endeavouring, but 
to no great purpose, to flank the whole with my provincials. However, 
we succeeded very well n keeping the euemy so much at l ay that they 


* Tho zemindar of Jbatibunui. 
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were not able to make any impression o£i • any quarter, though they 
repeatedly attempted it, especially in the rear. They itfdeed wounded 
five or six chewars and camp adherents on our side, and a fine old 
fellow of . a horseman of (Wind Ram’a had his leg broke by a 
matchlock ball, which I have set again, and I hope will do well, 
though the doctor will say that a gun-shot wound* and fractuit) is a 
very difficult case. . Thus we maintained our way for three cosses, when 
wo arrived at a very large plain, well watered, near a village named 
Choukla, where I had before planned to halt, as there was no other 
halting place within five cosses. Here we have the enemy alongside 
of us in the jungle, but. thoy dare not come out, though we have 
distressed them greatly by taking possession of four or five tanks in this 
plain, and guarding them in -such, a manner that they cannot get 
a drop*of water but at the hazard of their lives, as it is the only water 
within three cosses by my intelligence: To-morrow I propose marching 
in die came manner, by which we will be on the way‘half the day, 
it Ring five jungle cosses. With toy best wishes for Mrs. Graham 
and children, arid compliments, as usual, I am, with real regard aud 
esteem, 

^ On the 92nd March 17G7 Air. Pergusson wrote from Ghatsila,*— 
i have n°w In-, pleasuro to acquaint you that I am in possession of 
jhatsila toil, att* having fought my way to it for 16 cosses through 
V a thick jungle, where yho enemy took every method of interrupting our 
manu exoept that of a drawn battle, which they onlv attempted in 
their intrenehments near the villago of Pina, about ‘l4 cosses from* 
Jambunni the first day that We attacked them, from their strong 
intrenehment there and from the channel of a nullah in the jungle to 
the rear of it; we soon drove them, and on all the march hither thoy 
never attempted to make a stand*in other place until a day as we 
approached their fort. 

During the march I soon saw that if we halted always on their 
approach that our march Would bo greatly interrupted and tedious. 

{. therefore resolved to strengthen my front and rear considerably, and 
flank the whole on each side, and to march on without ever halting, 
leaving to these guards to maintain the engagement with the enemy 
and proceed at the same time, taking care to reinforce them if pressed 
hard from the main body, and I believe I owe my success to that 
resolution. 

“ Yesterday a vakeel arrived from him, who said he was sent to make 
the Ilnjnh'B acknowledgment j-nd settle for (.lie country. On questioning 
1 f ud he was empowered to give Rs. 5,000 to buy me and my army 
Vl * from proceeding any further. This not being my busine s I 
explainod to him for what purpose I was come, and told him that if hi* 
^iiiinchir.would pay the Company such a yearly revenue that T. would 
orgi ve him ih 1 wit list finding his great P ult. He immediately despatched 
R ^■inindar, who returned no answer, and accordingly wo 

jeer«.ed<•<]. On this day’s inarch thoy fought very warmly, showing 
T.li c>tjroIvom a g t .od deal, fir t in front, and then in the roar, but wore not 
1 to make fui} impression. About nine o’clock wo made his fort, 


* Fro© John KtftgtuMon to J. G.almui, L 
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we found in flames, and his people all round in small parties in 
the jungle on the outside ready to attack us in the rear ; but finding 
that we discovered them by a gun, and a company being sent against 
them, the people within abandoned the fort by a gate to which I judged 
it imprudent to send any part of my forces, as the smoke of the fire blew 
directly on it. 

“ Notwithstanding that the fire had destroyed the most valuable 
things, of which there must have been an immense quantity, yet we 
arrived time enough to save a great quantity of graiu, which gives me 
great satisfaction, as otherwise we should have been in distress soon 
i r want of provisions, as they burned their villages as well as fort on 
the way. 


“ The Rajah, with a numerous though vanquished army, has retired 
lo a hill about a coss distant, he having guards all the wav to the fort 
on every side of the jungle; so that it will require your orders towards 
my conducting myself properly in what remains to be done. There are 
none of the zemindars along with me who will und^itahu the charge 
of this pergunnah, notwithstanding (from the forward, nay barbarous, 
conduct of the runaway) the probability of gaining over the country- 
people. From his nephew, I have not so much as heard, though one 
would imagine he ought to have on ?favoured to have conciliated my 
favour, so I can be no judge whether he is in any respect equal to 
the charge. I shall therefore expect your orders respecting the sel de¬ 
ment of the pergunnah, while in die meantime I shall lose no favour¬ 
able opportunity which may offer, whether to distress the enemy or 
to make an advantageous settlement for the Company, if this fool should 
repent of his obstinacy. 

u During the whole march there was killed one beldar and ouo 
chewar of the Jhatibunni zemindar; one horseman shot through the 
leg and the bone broke; five sepoys wounded, of which three is slight; 
and two shot through the muscles of the leg by ball, one of which is 
my orderly, who, poor fellow, got it to-day while close by me. In this 
day’s engagement he had a piece of cannon planted in the jungle flunk¬ 
ing the road, but it did no execution, the shot flying too high. 

“It now remains to excuse myself for not writing before. Tho 
reason was that I could get none of the zemindars to umlertake con¬ 
veying it safe, and on that aeoount I desisted. This go© by the means 
°f th Jhatibunni zemindar, who, if he had behaved all along as he did 
the first day, I should have recommended. Wifh respects to Mrs. 
Graham, and compliments to tho gentlemen, I am, with real regard, i£c.” 

Again Mr. Fergusson wrote,*-—“After forcing our way 16 cosses 
through a thick jungle, we at last reached his fort, which the enemy 
abandoned, after very little resistance, for setting it on fire. 

“The most valuab 1 effects in the fort, with which it abounded, are 
all burnt. However, I have the pleasure to tell you that we were able 
i save a quantity of grain, which to me is a principal article, as other¬ 
wise T should soon have been obliged to abandon my conquest for 
want of provisions; for on the march they burned their villnyoR, so 
'hat we had no supply since leaving Jambunni We should have 
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tee^Lle to have extinguished the fire had there been water in the 
fort • hilt there are only some email ponds. I think draw-wells, winch 
were scarce sufficient to serve the purpose of quenching tho thirst of 
our army, having marched a cose and a half without water, -this day 
I send a party of sepoys into the jungle about a mile with the cattle 
to a fine tank to water, as tho enemy have a strong guard there, and 
•d«o 100 coolies with two handies slung for a supply. In last night s 
letter I acquainted you of my manner of marching, by which means 
1 saved my men greatly, having lost from the whole only two, a chewar 
arid heldar, and five sepoys and about- 20 othor adherents wounded. 

« I shall now make it my business to explain to you as far as I can 
my 6eu uinents on the head of resettling the pergunnah. 

‘ xt is i iv opinion, then, that this runaway zemindar ought by no 
to bo 'hearkened to if he should propose the largest terms, 
he. --use there is no dependent to he put in him, ho paying no regard 
to nav, did lie give hostages, it would bmd no further than 


§L 


tv 1 Kin bo v-4 luiiiu •I'.jil' ly aw d by a force. Ho also is a groat nmsanco 


his Neighbours, constantly disturbing them, so that it would not be a 
popular step in the eyes of those who have not only settled fortlieirown 
country, but also helped to reduce him. Moreover, by all accompts I hear 
he is such a barbarous monster that he is by no means fit to be counte¬ 
nanced by a civilized nation, that is, if the carrying reports are true. 

“From allowing the neighbouring zemindars to talk over tiie 
matter in my presence without seeming to take any notice, I find that 
the most probable method is that of setting up his nephew, as he will 
be able to detach a great many, if not all, from his uncle. If he should 
be able to detach all/as they say there is very great chance lor, then 
ho will also answer the. Company J s demands without further trouble j 
but iilie should not h€, then a part of my force will be necessary to 
support his party until he gains strength. Should this nephew be 
unwilling or unable to form any party, and to pay a proper revenue, 
tl 1 believe, nay I know, that Mogul Roy, of Jbatibunni, will under¬ 
take to pay the ‘Company's revenue, and retain the pergunnah if 
supported by a small party of sepoys to garrison the fort : but whether 

ho is more ambitious than wise I can t Ba 3' - 

“Our Midnapore zemindars all say that they would not take a 
present of the country, so that there is only one other alternative, and 
that a poor one for the Company, that of levelling the fort and burning 
und destroying his country in terrorim to our other uew subjects, and 
proceeding to the reduction of the remainder of the tliana; and then, if 
}<-u jud K d it i-ropor, to return and lay on the country in Such a manner 
as to oblige the heads of it to abandon their infatuated master. 

“Thus, sir, from being on the spot, I have presumed to declare my 
sent i t ijoi fa freely ; for thougi Ms army can not withstand mine, yet they 
are very ninur-om.:, and I daresay against people of their own caste 
wttul/1 H ill endeavour to maintain the oouutry. 

‘‘If 1 can obtain any inloliigence I shall not fad to distress them 
btill in finer lurking boles, if I can do it to advantage. 

If 1 cun find thai the channel of inteHigoiico to and from you 
can be carried ou easily, you may depend on hearing from me daily, 
but if difficult, only on extra occasions. 


WNISTfty. 
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I remain, with real regard.” 
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complimonts to gentlemen, 


In tho meantime Mr. Vansittarf relieved Mr. Graham at Midija- 
pore," and Mr. Fergusson advisedf him that he would not march any 
i urther in quest of the Ghatsila zemindar, who had retired to a dis¬ 
tance, and the sympathies of the people wero for the nephew. He 
added that all the ghee was burnt in the conflagration of the fort, 
which could not be extinguished for want of water, and only dal, rice, 
and salt for a twelve months’ consumption remained. Mr. Fergusson 
wished he. could send tho wounded to Midaapore, as ho hud no medi¬ 
cines nor time to attend them properly ; but without a strong detachment 
lie. could not venture on doing so. Later, in March 1767, Mr. Fergusson t 
sent a detachment which surprised the Ghatsila zemindar, took him 
prisoner, and brought him in. But in Mr. Fergusson’s absence tbe 
sepoys could not be kept under control, and plundered his effects. Only 
ono sepoy and some ohuars were wounded in tho resistance that was 
made. 


The Ghatsila fort was a good sample of tho forts that wore studded 
over Hie country, and afforded a retreat for the robber chieftains of tho 
western jungles. Mr. Fergusson, in describing it, said,—“ It issituaf d§ 
on a plain surrounded with jungle; its area nearly 1.150 square feet. 
It has a rampart of very bad earth, or rather gravel, and of course a 
bad rampart, as the gravel does not stick; but the ditch is excellent, 
being forty-two feet wide and 18 feet high to the level without. Tho 
principal gate is on the north side, near the north-east angle; for there 
18 no bastion, and there is a small gate in the same manner near the 
south-west angle. The bridge over tho ditch to both of these gates 
is a set of trees laid horizontally and covered with earth. They broke 
part of each on our approach, but on resolving not to bold out repaired 
it again with planks. Without the principal ditch is a very large 
esplanade, in which was the bazar and several dwelling-houses, and 
Ibis again was surrounded by a ditch about seven feet wido and four 
deep. Within, in the very centre of the fort, was the zemindar's 
particular dwelling-house, surrounded by a very high and thick wall, 
being to the north and south 288 by 240 feet to the east and wnt, 
esplanade and all. There aro only thre paltry draw-wells, but to the 
north-west- without the limits of tho lesser ditch two large tanks/’ 

The former zemindar of Ghatsila wa3 ordered down to Midnaporn.il 
Ho was an old man, and oould neither ride nor walk. An inventory of 
his property was also ordered to be made. Two companies of sepoys 
acted as an escort in conveying him to Midnapore.lf The zemindar’s 
nephew was seated in his stead; he agreed to pay Rs. 5,500 yearly, 
which, after great difficulty, the heads of villages who were present 
undertook to assist in collecting. The sum, it was said, exceeded tho 
taksim jumma.” The new zemindar changed his name to Jagannat h 


* Frnm John Graham to Churl Ko !], Eso., Collijctor-Gouei.ii, date*! MHnap.>r<, th« viotli 
March 1767, 

t Fr.>in J. Forprnssou to George Vnnsittarr, Esq. dated Ghatsila Fort, the 2-Sth March 1767. 

£ From John Fergusson to Ge»-rge Vansittai’t, F*q., dared Ghatsila Port, tha 29th March 17''*7. 

ij From John Fcrgussou to George Vonsittnrt, F.sq., d-it^d April 17<’7, received 1th April 1767. 

II 1 n John !• rrgu:i:on to Georg** Vftnsittart, K i , dated Ghatsila Fort, lh>< f»if» April 17<*7. 

*•1 From Jobu Forgnd*oii U> Goorgu Vansiv irt, liuq., dated GlmUihi Furl, tho Uth April 1767. 
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^ from Kennandlial, and was presented with a horse, sword,-and 
other articles. The value of the deposed zemindar’s property was 
estimated to be about Iis. 5,600. 

After this success Mr. Fergusson proposed to go on to Janpur thana. 

He wrote that in his opinion not only Ghatsila* but also all the 
other zemindaris, would at a short period yield a considerable increase 
of revenue. Mr. Yausittart had intimated that vakils on the part of the 
various zemindars should go down to, and be in attendance in, Midna¬ 
pore. On this Mr. .Fergusson said,—“ As to the sendirrg \ 

to Midnapore, the generality have two great objections even to giving 
an understanding person along with me—nay, after long insisting on it, 

I am obliged to give it up. Their objection is the expense of maintain- 
ing one, and they also allege that collecting a tashkis is so new a 
tiling amongst them that it employs all their understanding people as 
yet to settle it equably or collect it.” So long as be remained in the 
interior Mr. Fergusson objected to have vakils stationed at Midnapore. 
They would always think that his ordors could he reversed by judicious 
management in Midnapore. He suggested that he should ho allowed 
to day in a central place in the interior for one rainy season; he 
would thus gain an intimate knowledge of the resources of the perguu- 
nahs, .and would be able the better to increase the revenue in the 
following year. He would also be able to put au entire stop to all 
robbery, and theft, and infuse a spirit of traffic and merchandizing, 
“In this way also,” he continued, “vakils will be trained up sc> 
sufficiently convinced of the benefit of being attached to the Company, 
that they will use the utmost to remain so.” On his way to Janpur 
Mr. Fergusson said,—“ The weather being hot and moonlight, I 
march in the night time at present, notwithstanding of which I have 
several sick of fevers, continued and intermitting, and also the jaundice, 
which T find is owing to the shocking practice the sepoys have (some, I 
mean,) of smoking ganja and opium, especially in the warm weather.” 
Though even after Mr. Fergusson arrived at Janpur none of the 
zemindars in that paid of the country would settle, yet none of them 
who had appeared by any means pretended to act on a hostile plan, 
but were rather restive in settling. However, Mr. Fergusson was well 
assured that they would come to his terms, and in this belief be 
discharged the bullocks which carried the Company’s rice, &c., and sold 
the latter in the bazar.f Before the end of June vakils on behalf of 
the zemindars were sent to attend at Midnapore, and Mr. Fergusson 
himsrdf returned to Balarampur, which was contrically situated on a 
1 rivr, and had been the usual seat of the chiefs who subdued the jungles. 

Though the zemindar of Ghatsila had been deposed and his nephew 
inducted in Ids place, yet the measure does not seem to have establish'd 
and security. There? lived, or practised their trade in the vest 
el the dint riot, four thieves or robbers, who made a system of living by 
plunder. One lived in tlie Ghatsila pergunnah, and was the head of tho 
engue ; the second lived in Barahabhuw, the third in Amainagar, and 



* l- rr,rn John Kortr 
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tlie fourth in the Burdwan province. These persons used to steal the 
cattle and effects of the zemindars, and they were always in the habit 
of communicating with one another, the two most distant being 
removed from one* * * § another not above six kos. The zemindars offered, 
if every ono agreed to it, to sieze the robbers. The Raipur zemindar 
complained of the one who lived in the Cfhatsila pcrgunnah, and 
Mr. Fergusson directed the Ghatsila zemindar to produce him. The 
robber returned an insolent reply to the per warm ah issued in his name, 
and the zemindar proved remiss. Though it was advisable to take 
strong and active measures agaiust the Ghatsila zemindar at once, 
Mr. Fergusson compelled delay, because his gun-carriages were in 
'want of repairs; the rains had commenced, when the grass was long 
through which his army would have to march; the bowmen would 
attack with impunity and giill the soldiers; and the water in the fort 
di!« h at Ghatsila would render an entrance into the fort difficult. Ho 
advised treating and temporising for two months, for tho zemindar 
would at least do the essentials of his duty in the meantime; and iu 
the end he might he compelled to conform to all orders on pain of 
being attacked. Subsequently, tlie Ghatsila zemindar expressed his 
submission, and made overtures.* But as he did not obey the summons 
and repair to Balararupur to Mr. Fergusson, the latter marched with 
two companies and some ehuars, and took possession of the fort.f 
The Raja fled into the jungle, but regaining confidence surrendered 
himself, and was forgiven. A company, however, was proposed to be 
left iu his fort. In return tho zemindar offered Mr. Fergusson n 
present of Rs. 300 in token of his gratitude. The latter mentioned the 
circumstance to Mr. Vansittart, saying,—It remains with you to 
point the propriety with which I can accept of this, or whether I am 
to refuse .”+ Mr Fergusson had refused to tako the present from the 
bbtja while part of the Company’s tashkhis was due; he said that after 
that was given iu he would give the Raja an answer. It is not said 
whether the present was eventually accepted or not. 

Though, as the reader will have now seen, the western per- 
gunnahs were not brought under the Company’s rule without some 
difficulty, nevertheless tho proprietors of those that were not so 
fortunate evinced a strong desire to be admitted to the same privileges.^ 
For the zemindars of Patkmn and Singbhoom actually asked to be put 
on a footing with their neighbours iu the western jungle ;, as they were 
constantly oppressed by a neighbour who made a practice and trade of 
plundering and carrying off their effects. They could give a revenue of 
Rs. 6,0 (JO at least annually. On this subject the Resident wrote to 
tlie Government from Balarampur, saving ,— u , {Since my arrival hero 
Petumber Sing, uncle to Jugganauth Sing,i| the present Rajah of Sing¬ 
bhoom (who in now kept under confinement by bis cousin, Sowenaut 
Sing), has waited on me on the port of his nephew, who suj 
Company’s assistance, and is desirous of putting his territories un^h t their 


* From John Forgu • m to ficorgo Vrm«ittart, I aq., dnO-flBulnrumj ur, tho 6th August 1707, 

p l*«oin John Fergusson to (George VrinaittArt, K'-q . (into.I Ohalaila, the August 1707 

1 From John (Yrtzusson to Ueorgo VnneiUnrt, K.<q, f Uasci lialnmtupur, tiii»SO'.Ti August r;.J7. 

§ From John F<?rw * n to Ckorgo V nntitrnrt, Esq., <liued Ualarampu tho 1th.Turn- 170;. 

!l rrum tho Handout to tho liou’bk 1 H. Verehrt, datt'd lialuruuipnr, the 13th December 1767. 
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r^ion and payin'? them an annual revenue. The account which 
'etumher Sing and his attendants have given me of Singbhoom is as 
follows. It is bounded on the north by Patkum; on the west by Nag¬ 
pur an d Gran "pore (Maliratta districts); on the south by Keonjhar and 
Moharbhani; on the east by Barahabhum and Ghatsila, two parganas 
belonging to these jungles; and it stretches itself in length from nortli- 
cac (; ^ south-west betweon 40 and 50 ko.-s, and in breadth from north¬ 
west to south-east about 8 or 10. It formerly contained near 14,000 
villages, but only about 500 are at present in the Rajall’s possession ; of 
the others some are gone to ruin, and the rest are in the hands of the 
Coles a tribe of plundering banditti. The face of the country is in 
general plain and open; it contains only a few straggling hills; has vory 
fit,tie jungle in it, ’and no fortresses of importance. The Rajah is by 
marriage a. distant relation of the Sambalpur Rajah; there is a constant 
correspondence between the two districts and an uninterrupted inter¬ 
course of merchants. They are situated from each other about 90 boss, 
and there is a tolerable good road the whole way between them. Sing¬ 
bhoom was never reduced under the dominions of the Moguls, but has 
for 52 generations been an independent district in the possession of 
the present family. This is the account which Petumber Sing, &c., 
have given me. I have thought it my duty to lay before you all the 
particulars of it. If you approve of taking the country under the Com¬ 
pany’s protection, four companies of sepoys I believe will he quite 
a suflicii nt force, and it will probably open an easy intercourse with 
Sambalpur. The first overtures on this subject wero made by the Rajah 
to Lieutenant Fergusson near six months ago, who, by my direction, 
has since made all the inquiries he could concerning Singbhoom, and I 
find his information in general agrees with Petumber Sing s account. 

Durin" the course of the expedition under Mr. 1 ergusson it was 
found .that a party of sepoys from Burdwan was engaged to the west¬ 
ward : another force from Paehet also was moving in the same locality. 
With'both these parties disputes arose regarding the boundaries of the 
Midnapore province. It lias already been seen that Raipur and Phul- 
kmo-ia according to Mr. Fergusson’s opinion, ought to have formed a 
part . f Midnapore. The Chhatna zemindar* now earnestly begged fo b 0 
relieved from the throats of the Faujdar of Pachot, as his people 
entirely neglected the country and dwelt in the jungles, so that the 
pergunuah was going to min. He added that his senundari was 
niwu v« considered as in tl.o Midnapore province, and thatlio had rather 
qi.it'hi., eonidry and starve than become a vassal of Paehet. With 
Captuin Upton,f who commanded the sepoys from Burdwan, Mr. lor- 


gunHon had a difference which seriously affected the latter’s equanimity. 
In a letter fo the Resident ho wrote,—“ Captain Upton’s letter ennvmoef 

> . . _ . i * i _ i :_ nLi.i _ Mn ofliMii, 


me tiiat he hnsnot given up the point regarding Chhatna. 

^urprifKd that I should not immediately contemn the 
in format ion of my chief, so clearly and distinctly expressed, 
of liia !L»snrtinns, and because Lieutenant, Carter happened to oome 
that way iu tbo course of his survey; as if the Chief of Midnapore 


rifies 
He seems 
orders and 
mi account 


* Finn hn F« r t *u«a..n to (F-or ; ro VanvtUrt, K-q», dated Batirnimmir, tho 7 th. Jutto 1767. 
t From Juliu Forgiuteon to Grorgo Vau-itturt, K«q., dated GLuittiln roll, tho oth Apnl I7u,. 
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not the proper judge of the limits of his own province than a 
young gentleman about one year in the country who is ordered on 
a survey, I suppose, because he knows the use of Gunter’s chain and 
the theodolite, and perhaps is an excellent hand at charts, lie talks 
of disputes. I cannot conceive what in the disputing style he could 
pick from my letters; and if it is a matter to be settled by the Gover¬ 
nor, for I can’t conceive how Mr. Sykes should be joined with him 
in that affair, the sooner the better, as I, notwithstanding Captain 
Upton’s caveat and Lieutenant Carter’s mensurations, have adhered 
to my first settlement with the Chhatna zemindars, and there is actually 
some revenue arrived from him in the thana of Balarampur.” The 
result of these differences was that a subadar and his company were 
detached to Chhatna from Mr Fergusson’s small force, principally to 
promote the security of the pergunnah against the Faujdar of Packet.* 

The question whether purgunnah Chhatna was to belong to Moor*- 
shedabad or to Midnapore, or, in other words, to Bengal or to Orissa, 
was finally disposed of by the following courteous and sensible letter :—f 
“ I have received your letter of the 25th. As the Midnapore province 
is looked upon as a part of the Company's own possessions, we 
cannot be too solicitous in increasing the revenues and demanding 
such districts as we can claim with any shadow of right. I shall 
not therefore enter into any examination of the pretensions of tho 
Phoujedar of Pachet, but direct him to withdraw his people and 
leave the collection of those lands entirely to you.” 

As will have been noticed, both the Midnapore and Dharinda 
pergunnahs supplied their contingents in the expedition to the west.J 
The former actually sent 50 horse and between 400 and 500 foot 
to aoeompany Mr. Fergusson’s force. The retainers were not paid 
any sums by way of wages; they badlands assigned to them, on 
which they, however, paid a pretty considerable peshkash, or quit-rent. 
But when they were sent on any service beyond tho limits of their 
pergunnahs, they were allowed in addition diet money. In Mr. Fergus- 
soirs expedition about Rs. 3,000 were said to have been expended in 
this way, but matters were compromised by allowing the Rani 
Shiromani the sum of Rs. 700 only. 

Mr. Fergusson’s operations § from a financial point of view 
deserved to he considered not unsatisfactory; for, in addition to the 
amount ho had already sent, in April ho remitted 1*000 A«b l arupCCS to 
Alidiiaporo* which was tho instalment of land revenue due lor the month 
ol Chait from those zemindars who had already settled ; and in May 
lie sent lis. 3,150 in cash and Rs. 25 in bond.|J 

During the entire year 1707 Mr. Fergusson remained in tho 
west of the district in the jungles, and it was said he had succeeded 
in settling the pergunnahs in tliat part of the country .If His expedition 


• From John Falgusson to George Vaneittart, Esq., date ! Balarampur, thi- 27th Jtno 17C*7. 
f From Francis Syke* to George Vnndttarf., Ejjq., dated Mavdapur. the 4th .Inly 17i>7 
j From George Van-ittaft to Claud KussoU, F.-:q., Collector-General, dated Midnaporo, the 21 ;t 
Juno 1707. 

o !’y->n, Jobu I'VgU^on todo'-r;. V.;'. iUnr'\ Y. q , dated Gh.j* ila Fort tin* •', h . ni’ 1 ?<V; 

II From John l'V'gun'jph to Gwrgp Vnivi'tnrt, Euj., dared Bnlfirumpur, the *Ji»ih May 17d7 
il From thn Resident to Claud RumjoII. Esq., Collector-General, dated Midunpore. tho 7th 
June 1707 
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attended with so much success that the Collector-General 
recommended Mr. Vansittart to send an intelligent person to Sing¬ 
bhoom to acquire a knowledge of the country,* the strength of the 
fortresses, and particularly to find out whether the Mahrattas had 
any claim, or ever had any pretensions, to the country, as this point 
was to be cleared up before any troops were ordered to march into 
it. The existing state of the Company’s affairs would not allow of 
their engaging in any disputes with the Mahrattas. In the commu¬ 
nication 0 embodying these instructions the Collector-General said,— 
“ Mrs. Vansittart and yourself have my wishes for every happiness in the 
course of the present year.” Accordingly,t two sepoys were sent to 
explore Singbhoom, but were forced to return, not having been allowed to 
proceed more than fit kos or two beyond the frontier. They ascertained, 
however, that Jagannath Singh, the Raja, was the tool and. in the power 
of one Sowenath Singh. Pufihati, which was distant 30 kos from the 
borders of Ghatsila, was the residence of the Singbhoom Raja. From 
Purihati to Sambalpur the distance was GO kos. A lofty chain of hills 
passed through the country, about 1G kos on the Midnapore side 
of Purihati, The jurisdiction of the Mahrattas had never extended to 
Singbhoom, nor did they receive the smallest revenue from it. The 
subject was eventually disposed of in the following words by 
Mr. Verelst:—“As I hope soon to gain possession of Cuttack, I would 
rather choose to defer taking any measures regarding Singbhoom till 
that time.”! 

The pergunnahs to the westward, though said to bo settled, cannot 
have been entirely subjugated, notwithstanding that Mr. Fergusson had 
remained in them so many months.§ For he had to resettle Manbhoom 
in January, and to proceed against the Chhatna zemindar, who appeared 
to have swerved from his duty. Mr. Fergusson said after visitiug 
Chhatiiu,—“ The conduct of the Chhatna zemindar,|| and a desire of pro¬ 
moting the plan of civilizing and familiarizing the country people to our 
government, also lessening the de spotic sway of the zemindars by inform- 
iuo- and instructing the ryots that in cases of oppression there was 
redress, not only have prolonged my stay in this quarter in general, 
but also particularly induced me to mar oh to Chhatna bazar. The 
inhabitants of the Chhatna pergunnah are a polished set in comparison 
with their neighbours; there are few or no paiks, abundance of ryots 
and petty merchants. The country is divided into talooks, all of winch 
are possessed by the blood and marriage relations of the zemindar, and 
the nd delay in . is owing lo them$ 

for they, not being used to pay any at all, pay the small assessment 
demanded from them now with great reluctance.” Mr. Jfergusson went 
much about among the villagers, and they appeared to him to appro* 
bend in its full force the advantages arising from the Company’s 




* From Uichurd ('* olid . Collector- General, to George VanpiUnrt, Esq., dated Calcutta, the Mth 
.l.mumy I7flb. 

t iron] Groitfo Vnnmtnrt to the Hon’blo Hwrry Vorclst, Pmideot nod Governor, dnfed 
Mwlmij * ni, the fUb 1^8. 

! 1 roil tl i j)• *ii'l>!(• Jh. V(-foist, President and Governor, to Goorgu Vansittart-, Iwj.., dated 
Cftlcuttii, thu 10th March 17U8. 

ii Piom John t"i i^ ur .in to George Vnnmltnrt, F q., datwl Panttpur, tin* 20th January 1709. 

[j i'. oru Jehu Fcrga . *n lo Gentgu Vaiiiittud, Iv-p, dated Bupm. the 20th January 170$ 
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protection. 41 In short,” lie continued, 44 the zemindar here is held to 
his duty by a well-grounded apprehension tl>at his own peoplo would 
desert him, whereas in the other four pergunuahs the ryots, such as 
they are, are solely attached to the zemindar. Amidst these general 
intentions towards improving the country, I was not inattentive to the 
measures necessary to enforce the immediate payment of the revenue. 
As Chhatna was the most culpable, I inflicted corporal punishment on 
the vakil on account of breaking a formal promise in. the revenue collec¬ 
tions, and havo taken a written promise from his dewan, by which the 
nuzza is to be cleared off in Phalgoon, and the tashkis kists to be 
paid regularly with the month.” The zemindar was warned in most 
severe terms not to allow those people who occasioned delays in the 
revenue any sway whatsoever. If he on any other occasion proved 
dilatory in the remittance of his revenue, he was to be driven from his 
pergunnah. 

The many fruitless incursions from Bishnupur into the western 
pergunnahs in pursuit of Damudar Singh, and tho unrelenting manner 
in which his suspected protectors had been plundered and treated, 
had produced a very bad effect in the country. The strictest dis¬ 
cipline (for every sepoy knew Mr. Forgusson's sentiments so well 
that he would not go into a village if not on tho march), the most per¬ 
suasive and familiar address, nay the desire of their zemindar, could not 
induce the ryots to remain in their houses when Mr. Fergusson and his 
party approached. They cartied their families and effects into the 
jungle ; “ but,” he adds, “ they never failed to come in crowds to pay 
their respects whon I went a riding or walking in tho jungle. " 

Fresh troubles arose in Ghatsila.* The Raja fell into arrears, 
constantly evaded compliance with the Resident's commands, and was 
apparently concerting measures to regain his independence. To 
counteract all this an intelligent and trusty man was appointed to the 
office of the zemindar’s dewan, and Lieutenant Rooke with two 
oompanies of sepoys was sent to re-establish authority over the 
pergunnah, and remove the principal of the zemindar's advisers. It 
w. '.s not intended to depose the zemindar. Mr.,f now become Lieutenant, 

]■ ergusson, who had done such excellent sorvice, was transferred 
to another province. As Mr. Yansittart had moro than his share of 
Lieutenants attached to tho battalion stationed at Midnaporo, an 
ensign was appointed in hi 3 steady 

^ In J une Lieutenant Rooke§ marched westward and to the fort of 
Ghatsila in hopes of coming on the Raja unawares, for the latter 
would not come near him. They marched to the village where the Ilaja 
was by night, but failed in securing him. 

In J uly Captain Charles Morgan|| was sent apparently to relieve 
Mr. Rooke, who happened to have fallen ill of fever. He wrote,-— i4 The 


• » From George Vanaittart to Richard liecbor, Esq.. Collector-General, dated Midnaporo (ho l a 
Tune J7d8. r ' 

f from TJ. VereUt to George Yansittart, Esq , dated Calcutta, tho doth Jamnuy 17*18. 

I In the appendix are given copies ol some of Mr. Pcrgusson*8 letters. They may prove 
appnid in ^\ 011 no ot * lcr R roii nd, at any rato on thnt of quniuti' .„i rind originality.- -? i-i* 


% Kooke to Goorgo Vnnniltart, Esq., dated Tilliaband, tho S(h Juno 17<G. 

t) v 'vm Charles Morgan to Goorgo Vansittart, Keq., dated Nareingbg^, the 8tn July 
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g fellows of this country are still in arms, and it will he necessary 
to have a strong detachment in this fort (Narsinghgar) whenever I move, 
as it is practicable to storm it in every place. ” Jagannath Dhal, the 
Raja, was about twenty kos from Ghatsila, and had got all the principal 
“ zemindars” along with him. Endeavours were being made to bring 
them in. “ The Dampara fellow,” Captain Morgan added, “has been 
very troublesome, and prevents the people of this country from coming in. 
I shall endeavour to lay hold of him, and will give him no quarter, as 
I intend his head shall grace the entrance of this fort, for everybody 
gives him a very bad character/ 

Captain Morgan finally sent one of the sergeants with him 
(Bascombe by name) to seize a petty zemindar, that of “ Chuccolea, ” 
who had been deposed. He gave no little trouble, attacked Sergeant 
Bascombo on his march several times, and cut down trees in the road to 
prevent his progress. Captain Morgan said,—“ The sergeant expended 
half the ammunition I gave him before he could drive the fellows off. 
iSince the sergeant’s arrival there, the country people (who were very 
averse to his measures) have cut off his head ;* the man who did it acts 
as zemindar imtil your pleasure is known. Soon after Mr. Rooke’s 
arrival here he took a great many of the country people’s cattle, hut 
upon their promising to come to him they were all returned to their 
owners. This did not produce the desired effect; on the contrary, the 
very people who had their cattle restored to them opposed Mr. Rooke’s 
return over the river, which he had crossed in pursuit of the Rajah, 
and have since had the impudence to attack the fort several times. 
This obliged Mr. Rooke to send a detachment to drive them off, who 
pursued them a great way, and brought in with them above a hundred 
and fifty head of cattle, which I think Mr. Rooke had a right to took 
upon as lawful prize. He thought so at the time, and ordered them to 
be sold. As you are now acquainted with the real circumstances of 
the affair, you will let me know your further pleasure on the subject, 
and your orders shall ho obeyed. It is the only thing Rooke has made 
by his expedition, and certainly the country fellows deserve a punish¬ 
ment of this sort to prevent their rebellion for tlie future. 

“ It is all a joke to talk of licking these jungle fellows. They have 
not Ulo least idea of fighting; they are like a parcel of wasps : they 
endeavour to sting you with their arrows and then fly off. It is impossi¬ 
ble almost to kill any of them, as they always keep at a great distance 
and [ling their arrows at you, which, you may suppose, seldom or ever 
do any execution. As the thing is to frighten these fellows as much 
us posBibli. 1 wish you would send one of the one-pounders with a 
pun- of the new wheels as soon as possible. It will he necessary always 
to keep that gun in this fort, which I believe will be of more service 
than an (-viniurdinaiy company of sepoys. You need not order the 
tumbril, as a few bullocks loaded with ammunition will do. The 
aentng or sergeant can make up cartridges for a hundred ball and 
air. fifty rounds of grape with two barrels of country powder to 
fno the nioftiing and evening gun/ 


Probably the aemiudar's, not the measure , or head 
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Iii July Mr. Vansittart directed* that Jagannatli Dhal, the Grhatsila 
zemindar, should be deposed for persistence in disobedience, and his 
elder brother, Nimu Dhal, should be appointed to the zemindari. He 
further remarked, and apparently with considerable truth, that the 
pergunnah had not been entirely settled. The proposed new Raja 
had been taken prisoner by Mr. Rooke in one of liis nightly expedi¬ 
tions against his brother, and, as Captain Morgan said,f “ was a good 
sort of man, and his appearance was very much in his favour. Ho 
was very poor, not having even clothes to cover him. The Chowdhry 
was ordered to supply him with everything he wanted. ’ Captain 
Morgan concluded his letter to the Resident, a purely official document, 
in these words, “ Rooke’s and my compliments wait on you and the 
gentlemen of your factory.” 

On the 13th July Captain Morgan^ proposed to march after the 
old Raja if he did not come in with the sirdars who were with him. 
The zemindars did not assemble in a body, but kept in small parties 
in the jungles. “ Jiban Roy, the zemindar of Cochpara, had the impu¬ 
dence to attack my sepoys,” Captain Morgan wo to, “ that are stationed 
at Burcola a few nights ago. By way of retaliation I ordered a sergeant 
with a company to march into his country to endeavour to take him ; but 
he was too quick for them, swam over the river, and left our men in the 
lurch. He had before drove olF all his cattle to the Moharhhanj country, 
as I am informed by two prisoners which w ere taken by the sergeant’s 
party.” Boats were wanting. Captain Morgan could not cross tho 
tSubarnrekka, and. great scarcity of provisions was felt. The fort 
would have had to be abandoned with the greater number of the 
sepoys unless some arrived soon, as only one seer of rice was 
allowed to each man per diem. Captain Morgan’s letter affording 
this information concludes with a postscript saying, Rooke joins with 
me in desiring you will give our compliments to Mrs. A ansittart when 
you write, and compliments to Mr. Piearce, &e.” Another postscript 
runs,—“Tell the doctor we are in w r ant of cooling pow'ders.' 

Captain Morgan’s character was a contrast to that of the gentle- 
man he succeeded, Mr. Fergusson. In his letter^ of the 14th Jmy_ ho 
wrote,—“This morning I received two letters from you, one of the of, u, 
tho other of the 11th, together with a list of officers who 1 v( * r y hear¬ 
tily wish at the devil.” He added that heavy rains had fallen lor two 
days and prevented him stirring from Narsingligar fort, the rivers 
Ding all swollen and no boats procurable. The Paiks wanted very 
much to leave him, as the season for selling their rice had set in. 
i( Nothing can be done this season of tho year without the zemindars 
think proper to come in, which at present they do not seoiu at all 
inclined to do, so that my staying here is an useless expense ; it must 
be a great one, for you must constantly send me supplies of provisions* 
At present I havo very little in the fort, and if I don’t receive some 

• From George Vonsiitart to Richard Bechcr, Esq., Collector.General, dated Miduanore, 
the 28th July J768, 

t From Charles Motgan to Goorgo VaosiUarfc, Esq., dated Kursinghgnr, tho 8th July 

ms. 

X From Charles .Morgan to Goorgo V-msittart, Eaq., dated Narsmghg-.-.r, tho ljih July 
176&. 

§ From Chailoa Morgan to George Vansittart, Ksq., dated Narrdughgav, tli- 14th July 1708. 
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- from you I shall be obliged to leave the fort and march to 

Balarampur or Janpur, as they are the only places I can expect to 
find provisions at.” 

Again, in July Captain Morgan* wrote,—“ There is no such thing 
as dealing with these people by fair means; there is none of them yet 
come in, nor have they answered my purwannas in writing.” * * * 

“Finding all I have hitherto done of no effect, I have this day 
appointed Nemoo Dhal Rajah * * * I have again wrote 

to the head people of the different pergunnahs to acquaint them with 
what I have done, and to order them in immediately, threatening such 
as disobey my orders. * * * As your servants did not 

send clothes for the Rajah, I was obliged to buy the best I could for 
him here. I gave him a horse, because he was very desirous of it and 
told me Mr. Fergusson had given Jugarnauth Dhal one. The horse is 
not of any great value; I believe a hundred rupees or little more will be 
the purchase. After I had given your sunnud to tho Rajah and dis¬ 
missed him, he mounted his horse and rode all through the village 
with the tom-toms beating before him in a prodigious grand manner. 
And now we have got a new Rajah, John Company must supply him 
with money and victuals, for he has not the least of either. You 
must not fail to send me constant supplies of provisions, for the country 
people don’t seem inclined in the least to do any such thing * * * 

To tell you my real sentiments of the affairs of this country at 
present, I think it will be a more difficult job to settlo it, than it was at 
first to conquer it ; for this plain reason, the disaffected have now a 
young man to head them who never stays long in any particular. place, 
consequently it will be more difficult to lay hold of him than it was 
to catch the old Rajah, who was fool enough to stay in this fort till 
Fergusson came here.” The postscript to this letter runs,—“ For God’s 
sake send me a supply of fowls by the return of the d&ks, for I have 

nothing to eat.” . 

On the 22nd July Captain Morganf wrote from Narsinghgar,— 
“ J am very glad you think me so careful a servant. You certainly shall 
n( , ver h a ye any reason to think me otherwise; for while I serve old 
John, it shall bo with honesty, although I am very angry with the old 
gentleman for sending out such a string of field officers. * 

There is now not the least disturbance in any part of the country, 
and you need no longer send duplicates of your letters, as T receive 
them quite regular. * * The best thing that could 

be done for the Company will be to make Jugarnauth Dhal Rajah 
again, for, as I told you before, not a rupee will you get for many 
months if Nemoo Dhal is continued. If you don’t choose to ho 
concerned, I can easily find an excuse for making Jagannath Dhal 
Rajah again ; but you "are to do as you think proper, and I have only 
to obey your orders ”+ Boats were expected from Janpur, when the 
river would be crossed, hut they w r ero hot procurable and the river was 
impassible. The Haldipukbar and other sirdars wore with Jagannath, 


* 1 r.tm Clwiyli Morgan to Oeorga Vaneittatt, Oiq.,<lAtcd Hurririgliffnr the 10th July 1708. 
t In. i : ( hnrlco Morgan to tho Rovirhmt. dated Naroinghirar. ibd §&nd «3aly 1708. 

X t’l'oiu C. -lDTf.;an to i.< jig,’ Vau*itUrt, dated Nr raimSi.^r, tin. 26th July 170S. 



who declined to come in, being too afraid. “ Should the majority of the 
sirdars favour Jugarnauth,” Captain Morgan said, “it will be the work 
of many months to bring them in, as the country on the other side of 
the river is very extensive and hilly, and it would bo impossible to 
subsist men there when the people of the country were enemies to us. 
Mr. Rooke joins me in the most sincore congratulations on the birth 
of your son, as vvell as on Mrs. Yansittart’s being out of danger, and 
we earnestly wish her speedy recovery. 

“ I wish to God this business was over, for I am really tired of 
doing nothing, and my poor sepoys fall si ok continually. I have now 
above sixty men ill of fever. One of my lascars died a day or two ago, 
and Mr. Flint is very ill. Be so good as send me a large quantity of 
ginger, as I find tea made of it to bo very good for the sick men.” 

^ As there were five companies on command in the western jangles, 
“ I will lose no time,” resumed Captain Morgan,* “ in pursuing Jugar- 
nauth Dhal. The consequence of it will be that all the people of°the 
country will run to the devil, and the country cannot possibly be 
settled for many .months ; but what can I do with tho rascals when 
they neither come in nor answer my pnrwannaha ? 

“I have returned the Dampara sirdar all his cows and bullocks.” 

In August Captain Morganf had crossed the river in a boat, which 
he said leaked “ confoundedly,” and with part of three companies he 
proceeded to the Haldipukhar country in pursuit of Jagannath Dhal. 
The cavalry had not got over, and were described as scorning to be a 
shocking set of dogs. 

A few days later the Captain wrote? from Ilaldipukhar that while 
he stayed on that side the river the country would abundantly furnish 
him with everything he could want. “Let me know if I am to 
attack the Mahrattas or not,” said he. apparently in reference to an 
intimation from the Resident that the movements of the Mahraftas 
were becoming suspicious, “ though I must confess I am little able ; 
for yesterday I divided my men, an equal number to each company, 
as there were more sick of some companies than others. They consul 
now of 08 men each fit for duty, and this number is decreasing daily 
by sioknesr.,” He apparently intended to march to Baniongliatti, 
where hardly any provisions were procurable. Captain Morgan, in 
describing his treatment of the sick, said, - “Mr. Impoohilhim has been 
very bad ever since my arrival. I am obliged to turn doctor myself, 
and I jrive Furlington’s drops for all kinds of disorders .' 7 Nevertheless, 
his men fell sick daily at Haldipukhar. He intended to st$y there 
somet ime longer, us the people seemed to be very saucy “ Tho sirdars,” 
he wrote.§“ of ibis and Daly pergunnah are remarkably so. I have 
given orders to the [ >or Rajah to seize all the effects of* the sirdars 
which are gone with Jugarnauth Dhal. It will help to support him at 


* from Charles Morgan to George Vansittnrfc, Eaq., dated Nnr-dnghgnr, the 30th July 17«‘8 
t From Charles to George Vansittart, Baq., doted Camp, Suntiegnrri 3 ; on the 

bank ot tho Subarnrekha, thoSud Angus! ' ;<ts. 
t From Charles Morgan to George Vanaittart. Esci., 

Awfrust 1768. 

August^ 01 Morgan to George Vansittart, dated Camp, Haldipukhar, tho 8th 
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rfit l ie is wretchedly poor. I think you should send him a present of 
eonio pieces of cloth and some silches, for he cuts a‘frost woful figure 

f ° l ^ Bamanghatti zemindar, and* not improbably the Moharbhauj 

Raia, were supporting the recalcitrant Ghntsila zemindar- In describing 
the places to which ho moved from time to time, Captain Morgan 
wrote — “ There is a largo extent of country surrounded on all sides by 
hio-h hills It is the most beautiful I have ever seen since my arrival in 
India and seems to be very plentiful, though I can’t say very much 
for the civility of the people, as I have not been able to get a single 
thin"- for my sepoys since my arrival. All I can say to them will not 
make them bring things to the bazar to sell.” Captain Morgan 
described himself as in a bog in Haldipulihar, and his men were falling 
sick • lie intended to change camp. “ For God’s sake send me a strong 
supply of Madeira brandy and butter. Send them to Narsinghgar, and 
I can get them sent by small quantities to mo by the daks which I 
have settled at Mohullea, Kalikapur, and this place. The two former 
ur tfries I stand much in neod of, as this is the shockingost weather 
j over saw in my life. When I return to Midnaporo it will bo neces¬ 
sary, I believe, to leave a subadar and forty men here; the remainder of 
the company and the gun (a two-pounder) will bo sufficient at Nar¬ 
singhgar. When I have been here a little longer, I shall be better able 
to judge what will he best to do.” 

All the sirdars had been with Captain Morgan! at Ilaldrpukhar. 
The balance of the Company’s acoount was to be settled in a day or two, 
when he intended to return to Narsinghgar and settle what business 
there was to do. Mr. Fergusson had laid a tax ou the people oi the 
per-unnahs to pay him yearly an anna on every rupee they paid to the 
ii-im Captain Morgan ordered the money arising from this tax to be 
brought to the Company’s account for the present, and not to bo levied 

f ° l 1 In September the Resident reported! that Ghatsila was entirely 
settled and the business going on in a proper channel. However, the 
disturbances which happened before the authority of the new zemindai 
con'd" he well established had occasioned a deficiency in the rents ot 
Alla Sicca Rs. 721-5-11. It was hoped that this could bo recovered in 

“ m °lfwas not only in the west of the district that troubles and 
disturbances made their appearance. The petty zemindars of thana Fat- 
teabad. a small district belonging to the Jellasore province, had mis- 
behaved themselves to suoh an extent that in November .lie Hesideut 
sent Lieutenant liooke§ with two companies of sepoys to dispossess them 
of their forts, and put the district on a footing which might be moro 
advantageous to the Company and less troublesome to the neighbour¬ 
ing porguunahs. 
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* Prod Ch.trial Biro /an to the Rc-ilonfc, dated Oitmp. Haldlpukhar, the 6th August J.7fa 
t From 0. Moifc m t * ('c, : ;o Vunsitturt, Keep, dated Camp, the 1/-h August; 


' 1 Prom George Vmnittiirt to Richard 11,-dicr, K q., Culloctor-Gciioral, dated Midneporo, tho 

Ulni £ rplotul/kr I7fl8. . 

§ I row tbo itiMidmt to Richard Bocher, Esq., dnUd Midimport, tho 9iufc November 17tKi. 
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In the beginning of the year 1769* Mr. Vansittart, the Resident at 
Midnaporo, put into execution a resolution he had formed of visiting 
the western pergunnahs of the district, and by personal observation of 
their condition becoming acquainted with their wants. He said that 
after so long a state of independence and lawlessness it was probable 
that some regulations would be required which would contribute 
to the improvement ( and welfare of so large and desolate a tract 
of country. He went, and from Ohhatnaf he wrote, — “ As very strong 
reports prevail that the Hahrattas really intend to invade- these 
provinces, I request you will communicate to me any intelligence 
winch you may receive upon the subject, and which may be of any 
importance for me to know, and that you will favour me early with 
your command how I should act. I do not imagine that these 
leports are by any moans to be depended upon. But if authentic 
intelligence should hereafter arrive in confirmation of them, would you 
choose that I should enter into a negotiation with the Moharhhanj 
Kajah and engage our protection for his support. I have reason to 
believe that he would be glad of such an opportunity to shake off the 
Mahratta yoke, and the position of his country would, in case of 
Mahratta troubles, render it extremely convenient to us. 

P .8 .—“ I am at present engaged in a oirouit round my jungles, 
but purpose getting back to Midnaporo by the middle of March! v ° 

Mr. VansittartJ described the country in the western jungles as of 
very considerable extent, but abounding in bills and spacious woods. 
Tho inhabitants were very few, and consisted in a great measure of 
paiks, who were in general very negligent of tho business of cultivation. 
In short, the quantity of cultivated ground was so trifling and the 
rents so low that small as the Company’s revenues might appeal’ in 
proportion to the extent of country, yet he did not think it would for 
sometime admit of any considerable increase; although at the same time 
tlicro was reason to believe that the country would continually improve 
by the inhabitants becoming more civilized, and applying themselves 
more to the business of cultivation. 

The .calm which had characterized the progress of the year hitherto 
w r as destined soon to be dissipated. Before the year drew to a close 
the ehuars, inhabiting the hills between tho pergunnahs of Ghatsila 
and iBarahabhum, committed great disturbances in their districts, and 
Mr. Vansittart $ sent Lieutenant Nun with three companies of sepoys 
to reduce them, which he thought could easily bo effected, though the 
neighbouring ehuars of Paehet, Patkum, and Singbhoom|| had joined 
to assist them. However, the ehuars invaded the pergunnahs of Bara- 
hahhum and Ghatsila. Captain Forbes inarched to expel them by the 
way ol Ghatsila, and Lieutenant Nun by way of Barahabhmu, and 


* From the Resident to James Alexander, Esq., Collector-General, dated Mldnaporo, t h ' tith 
kebni iry 1760. 

^ t Irorn tho Resident to the tfon’blo Harry Verolut, Esq., dated Chhatun, tho 2Stii February 

X From George Vansittart to Januw Alrximdor, Kmj., Colkdorlioueroh dated Midnaporo tho 
10th April 1760. 

§ From Ooortr< Vansittart to Claud Itu 11, Esq., Collectof-Gonornl, dated Midnaporo tho 
Ulu Dccomtwr 1769. 

II From the Resident to the Hou’ble Harry Verolit, dated Midnaporo, the 20th Decern- 
ni*r 1700 
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fJtwo officers had five companies of sepoys between them and two 


TnniH field pieces. Their endeavours were not quite unsuccessful. A 
body of not less than 5,000 chuars* had invaded Grhatsila and obliged 
the zemindar, with a small body of Company’s sepoys, to retire to the 
fort of Narsinghgar. These were disposed of by Captain Forbes. 
Lieutenant Nun on his side of the country destroyed some of their 
retreats, and drove the main body into the hills v^ith considerable loss. 
The chuars, however, must have made a reasonably stout resistance, for 
in one engagement they killed four sepoys and wounded seven. J 

Captain Forbes cleared his side of the hills and went to join 
Lieutenant Nun.f It was deemed advisable, however, that lie should 
not retrace his steps to Midnapore till Lieutenant Nun had completed his 
business, % lest Ghatsila pergunnah might bo exposed to frosh inroads 
from the chuars, and they might acquire fresh spirits. Orders were 
issued that if Subla Singh, the jaghirdar of Kuilapal,§ one of tho 
principal insurgents, should prove obstinate and presume to make any 
resistance, endeavours should be made to lay hold of him and hang 
him upon the spot as an example. However, in the early part[| of 
January 1770 Lieutenant Nun finished his work in Barahahhum, and 
proceeded to Amainagar. The sepoys left at Barahahhum were to act 
under the orders of the Balarampur thanadar. It was then decided 
that there was no more occasion for Captain Forbes’ remaining at 
Haldipukhar. 

About the middled of January 1770 the Collector-General was 

informed that tho disturbances in the jungle would probably be entirely 
settled before the ond of the month. 

How delusive a hope this* was destined to be subsequent events 
only too clearly proved. On** the 19th January Lieutenant Nun’s 
sepoys were, owing to an unreasonable sense of security on his 
part,' surprised among the hills and jungles by the mountaineers, were 
seized with a sudden panic, and betook themselves to flight. A subadar, 
a sergeant, and about twenty sepoys, were killed ; Lieutenant Nun and 
another subadar and forty sepoys were wounded. 

Troubles never come singly.ft A party of twenty sepeys which 
was left at Ivuchang, two kos from Haldipukhar, by Captain Forbes, 
was cut off by treachery, and Captain Forbes himself was likely to 
bo a good deal pestered among the hills. Lieutenant Bateman with 
a complete company of sepoys was sent to reinforce Lieutenant Nun, 
and the sick and wounded ordered to be sent back to Midnapore, The 
Midnapore garrison was rendered extremely weak, there being not 
quite three companies to do duty,** more than half a oompany being in 
tho hospitals. It was thought not improbable) that the chuars would 


* From Hu* Resident to Claud Ksq., dated Midnapore, tho 2-ith Deroruber 17»>P. 

t i !oir ihe He it dent to Claud ttniaell, Esq., dated Midnapore, the 3rd .January 1770. 

f * l0m the UeVui'Ujt to Captain Fo - .hes, det-xl Midnapore, the 8th January 1770. 

§ *’ r,, nr) the Resident to Lio” nnnt. Nun, date-)Miduapm* , tie- 8fch January 1870. 
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H From the Resident fco Claud Russell. Collector‘General , dated Midnapore, tho 14th 
Jan miry 1770. 

** 1 rom ‘ho RoMd-ufctoHun'ble John ■ artier. President and Governor, dated Midnapore, 
th* ]dth January 1770 

ft From fbe .ftamlcnt to Claud Ruasll, E?q. # <latn»l Midnapore. tho 19tli January 1770. 
ft Erma the Resident to John Cartk. E?q., da led Midnapore, the 6th February 1770. 
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submit, for they restored, in hopes of peace, the gun and some of tne 
firelocks which they had taken from Lieutenant Nun, who, it. was 
said, could not be entirely acquitted of imprudence. He himself was 
at .Salbani with three complete companies of sepoys, having been 
joined two days after his misfortune by Captain Forbes. 

Lieutenant Goody ar marched to Hal dip uk her with two companies 
of sepoys, in order to secure the tranquillity of that part of the country 
and to call the Kuohang zemindar to an account for cutting off the 
party of sepoys. Exclusive of these five companies, there was another 
company and a half upon command in different places.* Though the 
chuar insurgents showed a disposition to return to their allegiance, 
Mr. Peiarco, the Provisional Resident at Alidnapore, deemed it absolutely 
necessary that they should be quite submissive before they obtained 
peace.f The military were therefore still retained in Banihabhum, and 
though the disturbances in that quarter wero said to be almost brought 
to a conclusion a jemadar’s party was to be left there eventually, and 
a muclialka was to be taken from the zemindar that ho would he 
responsible for any disturbances. As the expense of Lieutenant Nun’s 
detachment was very heavy and provisions scarce, it was to return to 
Midnapore. 

Lieutenant Goodyar,J however, was to proceed to Knehang to fake 
possession of the country, to collect the rents on the Company’s 
account, and, if possible, to lay hold of the zemindar or his brother or 
any others who wore principally concerned in the dearth of the sepoys, 
and to send them to Midnapore. The sepoys, it is said, were to be 
supplied during the march with firewood by tlio zemindar, but ovory- 
thing else they were to pay for at the market price.§ Somewhat later 
the sepoys were accused of plundering every place they went through. 

As the Ghatsila dewan was complained against both by the Raja 
as Well as by the ryots, he was to be ordered down to Midnapore to 
explain his conduct.|| The intention first formed of annexing Kuehang 
was subsequently laid aside as productive of encroachments on the 
l ights of the Moharbhanj Raja, who held quite an independent posi- 
tu.m as regards the Company. He was chief of both Bamanghatii and 
Kuehang, and appointed zemindars to both these districts. When 
tiie Kuohang zemindar was found to have forced from their habitations 
many of the ryots of the Haldipukhar district belonging to the Raja 
of Ghatsila, and to have put a stop to the Company’s revenue. Lieuten¬ 
ant. Goodyar was instructed^ to use his first endeavours to encouraging 
lino Haldipukhar ryots to resettle in their former habitations and 
to remain firm in their allegiance to the Ghatsila zemindar. The 
Moharbhanj Raja was prevailed upon to depose his subordinate, aud 
to appoint the Bamanghatii zemindar as the new zemindar of K unhang. 
Instead of the Company’s officials settling the Kuchaug zemiudari 


* From tho Resident to Claud Iimeoll, Fan Collectnr.GoiiOral, dated Midnapore. the 15th 
l «ibrunrj 1770. 

t 1* r.iin tho Result nt to Lieut nant Nun, dated Midnapor 1 , the .Slot March 1770. 

X From <h-> Kr id.-m to Li-ui mint G odynr, dated Mid) tp.ir.\ t!i 7th February 1770, 

ti hivm tho IF ddont to LtcuCnunt Co^Ov.u*, do.- d Mulnupore, tlu* :3dr<l April 1770. 

Il From Incident to Claud ftiiMell, Esq,, duti 1 Midnupofe, th.' loth February 1770, 

If From the Ue-ndeut co Lieutenant Goodyar, dated Midtlftpo • , the 7th February 1770. 
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-w-Hrn kim, as they at first iuteuded, they were to have nothing further 
to do with it than as a frontier place to guard against disturbances 


<8L 


upon their territories in Ghatsila.* • 

The zemindar of Kuohang, however, was duly to observe and 
pay obedience to whatever orders he received from the Resident at 
Midnapore, and he was to be answerable for all disturbances or 
thefts from bis quarters upon any of the Midnapore districts, 
such as Ghatsila. If ho did not stand to this agreement, ho was 
to bo turned out, not only from Kuohang, but also from Baman- 
ghatti. The revenues of Kuohang were to be left to be settled 
•just as the Moharbhftnj Raja himself ploased. Ho was to fix it at 
whatever he pleased, and to collect it himself as he pleased, f In the 
month of May 1770 Lieutenant Goodyar was recalled to Midnapore, as 
there was no" further work for him in the western jungles. But in 
November the Kuilapal Jaghirdar, Subla Singh, in the pergunnah 
Amainagar, the sirdar of Dhadki, in the Barahabhum porgunnah, and 
the Dampara sirdar in Ghatsila, again oommitted insurrection^ The 
three insurgents had usurped an independent authority when they had 
been placed under the zemindars of their respective perguunabs. and 
began to commit outrages: in a word, they bo«l become, as the Resident 
said, “rebellious freebooters.” Lieutenant Goodyar was sont with a 
force of two co?npanies of sepoys and a small field-piece (a two-pounder) 
to reduce them He was first to proceed to Balarampur than a, where 
he would be joined by about 1,000 paiks. In ease the insurgents sub¬ 
mitted, they should be made to come to Midnapore, where every reason¬ 
able indulgence wa- promised to be shown to them. The Collector- 
General, Mr. Russell, wlion he was apprised of the fresh disturbances, 
hoped that the rebellion would soon be put down. He suggested, how¬ 
ever, that moderation ought ever to take place, exoopt in eases of 
extreme obstinacy and perverseness.?* “ The commanding officer ought/’ 
in said, “ also to be particularly circumspect as to the conduct of his 
soldiery, especially at this mmi ij otherwise tlioy might prove a 
weightier grievance to the country in general than those freebooters we 
are aiming to make sensible of their duty. I approve much of your 
preliminary article in requiring their, presence at Midnapore, as-their 
non-compliance will be a certain indication of their future malinfcon- 
tious.” The result of this expedition must he left to be described iu a 
subsequent chapter. The accounts already given will have shown 
sufficiently how difficult a task it was a century ago to curb and restrain 
* the lawlessness of the people who dwelt in the west of the district. 


JUNGLE MEHALS. 

The pH record; contains so much matter connected with that part 
of the Midnapore district which is situated to the north-west and west, 
and which is usually described by the name of the “ Junglo Metals , 1 
that it may not be deemed out of place to give here some further 


* Jnfci* lV.ii'rf tr» lii* i' rnMi' O<o<iv*r, <Utr ' Midtupot tb*- UHii A^Ii 1?'0. 

t Kforn John Pin*rc<> to Lit nt nuiu dym\ MMunpor**, tho /-'ml Myy 1770 

1 E p om Kdwuirf jHabcr to Lrutoodi'l G otiy/ir, dated tb" XOth November 1 /•* 

§ i*rom OUud Itueacll t> Kitaaid Labor, Esq,, dated Calcutta, the iSfb December 1 /0. 
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account of the former state of the country, its inhabitants, their 
manners and customs, derived from extracts from records later than 
those belonging to the period extending from 17(14 to 1774. Of the 
pergunnahw now included in the Midnapore district, the following* * * § come 
under the description “Jungle Mohals”Bhanjabhum, Brabmanbkum, 
Bogree, Bahadurpur, Dhannda, Digparoi,' Ohiara, Naiabasan, Baliabera,^ 
Jhargram, Jambuimi, Kalianpur, Jhatibunui or Silda, Kohini Muu- 
bhandar, Dipa Kiarohand, Sankakulia or Lai gar, and Eamgre¬ 
in 1770, as now, by far the greater portion of the .area of these per- 
gunnahs was covered with jungle, composed almost altogether of 
stunted s&l. This sal does not develop into timber for at least a dozen 
years; and as the zemindars are by nature improvident and thriftless, 
the trees are cut down for sale before they have arrived at maturity. 
The consequence is that there is little or no timber iu the district. 

In 1776 a mokurreree or fixed settlement was, by orderf of the 
Hon’ble Board, made with all the jungle zemindars uuder the Midna¬ 
pore chakla by Mr. Higginson, then Chief of the Provincial Counoil of 
Burdwan. The Boavdf declared their chief purpose herein was not to 
efrect an aggrandizement of the revenue, but the settlement of an 
easy peshkash or quit-rent, as an acknowledgment merely of the Com¬ 
pany’s sovereignty. 

In 1780, in allusion to Naiabasan, one of the jungle inehals, it was 
>0-id§ that great part of the lauds was h Id by a kind of feudal tenure 
by sirdars and paiks, and such undisciplined rabble, ready to turn out 
at the caprice of the zemindar. 

Ifi 1781 the jungle zemindars in^ describing]! tlioir country said 
“it is a juggle; that their rents are a kind of quit-rent collected from 
their paiks and chuars; that they are surrounded likewise by jungm 
zemindars, on the oast by Bogree and Bishuupur ; on tl«e uoitli 
Patohet; on the west Singbhoom; on the south Damudiu* Bhunja, the 
Moharbhanj Elijah; that all these arc more mighty than they, and 
from whom they frequently suffer depredations, notwithstanding the 
redras-^upon application at Midnapore is at hand.” Also in 1/M the 
Collootor of Midnapore wrote,— u The inhabitantsll of these zemindaries, 
boiug chuars, .ire bred up as much for pillaging as cultivating, and 
pay a kind of quit-rent from the profits of both occupation* 1 aro 
ai ' inpt enough, easily to be shaken from their obedience to (hw<;i nuemh. 
It is absolutely necessary a strict hand and short accounts he kept with 
them; whereas they are now left to themselves, and at full liberty to 
act as they please, no person at present having charge of them, tho 
1 ommlttoc having directed me to strike these nit* ha Is out of my con¬ 
cerns. I have now mentioned this only with a. view to prevent tho 

* Fido Map, Appon-lix Wo. :\ of Ch c tj> r .»r ll. 

t From the Collector to iha Honor iM- Warden Hastings, Governor-(lei irftl, and M< Mibora 
01 filf 1 Mulnapnrc, tho 10t.h October 1710, 

T Front tho Collector t» William C wn.*r, Preiiilont o' tho Retcntw ( onmiiljyo, dated 
Midnapore. the lPth April Ks>. ♦ 

§ From iho Collector tu the Honorable Warren Hnsciugs. Oovf>rnor‘'Qenoral t nnd Murobern 
ili»* Cnmioil, Fori Wjllirtm, dni^d Midnapore, tin* 2nd Hot oh r 17 0 
il From (he Col loo tor to thr Honorable Warren liasliiitfa, Cm]., Governor-General, and 
Members of tho Council, dfttod Midnaporo, tho .'3rd November 17*1. 

r l*rom Hi.. Colin lor to tho Honorable Warn n H idings, GovernoMionrral, and Member* 

Council, dated Midnapore, tho 27th November 1781- 
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him, as they at first intended, they were to have nothing further 
to do with it than as a frontier place to guard against disturbances 
upon their territories in .Ghatsila.* . 

The zemindar of Kuchang, however, was duly to observe and 
pay obedience to whatever orders he received from the Resident at 
Midnapore, and he was to be auswerablo for all disturbances or 
thefts from his quarters upon any of the Midnapore districts, 
such as Ghatsila. If he did not stand to this agreement, ho was 
to be turned out, not only from Kuchang, but also from Baman- 
ghatti. The revenues of Kuchang were to bo left to bo settled 
just as the Mohnrbhanj Raja himself pleased. lie was to fix it at 
whatever ho pleased, and to collect it himself as he pleased.f In the 
month of May 1770 Lieutenant Goodyar was recalled to Midnapore, as 
there was no further work for him in the western jungles. But in 
November the Kuilapal Jaghirdar, Subic. Singh, in the pergunnah 
Amain agar, the sirdar of Dkadki, in the Barahabhum pergunnah, and 
the Hampara sirdar in Ghatsila, agoiu committed insurrection. J Tho 
three insurgents had usurped an independent authority when thoy had 
been placed under tho zemindars of their respective perguunabs. and 
began to commit outrages: in a word, they had become, as the Resident 
said, “rebellious freebooters.” Lieutenant Goodyar was sent with a 
force of two companies of sepoys and a small field-piece (a two-pounder) 
to reduce them He was first to proceed to Balarampur than a, whero 
he would be joined by about 1,000 paiks. In case the insurgents sub¬ 
mitted, they should be made to come to Midnapore, where every reason¬ 
able indulgence wn* promised to be shown to them. The Collector- 
General, Mr. Russell, when lie was apprised of the fresh disturbances, 
hoped that the rebellion would soon be put down. Tie suggested, how¬ 
ever, th id moderation ought over to take place, except, in cases of 
extrorae obstinacy and perverseness.§ “ The commanding officer ought,'’ 

he said, “ also to ho particularly circumspect a ; to the conduct of his 
soldiery, especially at this season; otherwise thoy might provo a 
weightier grievance to the country in general than those freebooters we 
are aiming to make sensible of their duty. 1 approve much of your 
preliminary article in requiring their presence at Midnapore, as their 
iton compliance will be a certain indication of their future malinton- 
tioiis.” The result of this expedition must be left f«> bo described in ; 
subsequent- chapter. The account already given will have shown 
Kullicifsntly how difficult a task it was a center ago to curb and restrain 
the lawlessness of the people who dwelt in the west of tho district. 


JUNGLE MKHALS. 

The old records contains so much matter connected with that part 
of ibo idid, opt re district which is situated to the north-west and wosfc, 
mid which is usually described by the name of the “Jungle Mahals/’ 
that it may not be deemed cut oi place to give here some further 


* Erom Jntn Cinwii'v* t<» LonConiuit LU.odyttr, dfttr-1 Midnnpoiv tbe 13th Apul 1770. 
t EfOfli John Pinflr« i to Lo'-a-mim «•», Ivar. Jnicd Mulnnporff, th* ‘uSsal Mnv 1770 
X r oin Liv? .ni Ilnb^r to LmuC aa»*t 0 ooyiir, duted tho 80 th Novem! :f?r J.7** 

0 rrum Claud Kuiioll to K!waid fc ;q., dated Calcutta, ibo ISfh Drcotnber 1 U. 
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account of the former state of the country, its inhabitants, their 
manners and customs, derived from extracts from records later than 
those belonging to the period extending from 1704 to 1774. Of the 
perguiin&ks now included in the Midnapore district, the following* como 
under the description “ Jungle Mohair:—Bkanjabhum, Brahmanbhum, 
Bogree, Bahadurpur, Dharinda, Digparoi,’ Chiara, Naiabasan, Baliabera, 
Jhargram, Jambunni, Kalianpur, Jhatibuimi or Silda, Rohini Muu- 
bhandar. Dipa Kiarchand, Sankakiilia or Lftlgar, and Ramgay 
In 1770, as now, by far the greater portion of the area of these per- 
gunnahs was covered with jungle, composed almost altogether of 
stunted sal. This s&l does not develop into timber for at least a dozen 
years; and as the zemindars are by nature improvident and thriftless, 
t be trees are cut down for sale before they have arrived at maturity. 
The consequence is that there is little or no timber in the district. 

In 1776 a mokurreree or fixed settlement was, by orderf of the 
Hon’ble Board, made with all the jungle zemindars under the Midna¬ 
pore chalda by Mr. Iligginson, then Chief of the Provincial Counoil of 
Burdwan. The Boa^dJ declared their chief purpose herein was not to 
effect an aggrandizement of the revenue, but the settlement of an 
easy peshkask or quit-rent, as an acknowledgment merely of the Com¬ 
pany's sovereignty. 

In 1780, in allusion to Naiabasan, one of the jungle mohals, it was 
said§ that great part of the lauds was h Id by a kind of feudal tenure 
by sirdars and paiks, and such undisciplined rabble, ready to turn out 
at the caprice of the zemindar. 

In 1781 the jungle zemindars in describing|| their country said 
“ it is a jungle; that their rents are a kind of quit-rent collected from 
their paiks and dinars; that they are surrounded likewise by 
zemindars, on the cad by Bngree and Bishnupur ; on the noirh 
Ratchet; on the west Singbhoora ; on the south Damudai Bliaiqa, tho 
Moharbhanj Rajah; that all these are more mighty than they, and 
from whom they frequently suifer depredations, notwithstanding the 
ivdnr;.*upon application at Midnapore is at hand.” Also in 17 s l the 
Collector of Midnapore wrote,— 44 The inhabitants 1 !) of these zeinindunefS 
being ohiuira, are bred up as much for pillaging as cultivating, and 
pay a kind of quit-rent from the profits of both occupations : they are 
}>rornpt enough, easily to he shaken from their obedience to (.Toterntnent* 
It is absolutely necessary a strict hand and short accounts be kept \\d \ 
them; whereas they are now left to themselves, and at full Jjheity to 
ad as they please, no person at present having clvirge of them, tho 
Committor- having directed me to strike those mehals out of my con¬ 
cerns. I have now mentioned this only with a view to prevent the 


• Vito Map, Appendix No 3 of Chnpmr 11. . . _ r 

t From iuc I'oUnctor t 'iho Honoruhlo Wurr-' Masting*, liovernov-twn-jral. an-1 \h ..bora 
of Uu) t' -uncil, deu*d Mulnapiw, th- 1 Kith Oct-i-or J7jT|j). 

f From tho Collector r* William t>wpor, PiwMr.at of tiio Rovenuo 1 ditad 

Midnapore. the lPth April 17K >. * 

Q From tho Collector t-o tho flonornblt'* Wurrtin UnMiiijpi, U< Yoroor-Qom'Frd, iiTid 
of tho ('mmoii, Fort WiHirtm, dntod Midrmp're. t n - 2nd Ootoii-T 17 0 

11 From lho Colloct'i to tho Honornbh* Warr Uuntim:*. Esq., h: 7 ^rnor-Goneral, and 
^ '’ T "l -is* of tho Council, dated Midflaporo, the 7>rd Nuvomb' i 17*1 

* l* rom tho ColhHcr to tho Honorable Warn n 11 .mhnga, «'ioveruor-Ocnoral, ami Munb-ti 
oi tho Council, dated JUdnaporo, tho 27th November 17S1. 
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^rest of the Company suffering from a longer delay.” It was.' the 
custom in 1781 for zemindars wishing to bo freed from the control of 
the Collector to petition-the Calcutta authorities to be allowed to pay 
their revenue at the presidency. This emancipation from local super¬ 
intendence was apparently easily obtained, and it is to ibis practice 
that the Collector alludes in his letter. 

Apparently the condition in which the Company found the jungle 
mehals in 176/ was but the condition of the entire district in former 
years under the Mahomedan Government.* “Formerly this part of 
the country was overrun. with chuars, or thieves, and being a frontier 
and in the vicinity of jnnglor was subject to many invasions and 
depredations, and the zemindars always fighting amongst themselves. In 
consequence of these troubles and the soubadars being frequently changed 
there was no fixed or mocurrur sheristah or regular account kept 
of the revenues. Wherefore it was thought expedient by the Sultan 
Ackbar, when he deputed Torul Mull to make the settlement her., to 
institute the office of canongoe purposely to keep an account of tlio 
collections or wassool of the settlement tliat had been made and the 
p. rguniiah and cutcberry charges, likewise a statement of the balances 
that might accrue, and to report the causes thereof, whether from the 
Chuars or the zemindars quarrelling amongst themselves, or absconding 
into the jungles or amongst their frontier neighbors.” When estab° 
lashing the office of. canoongo, from the same cause of an unsettled and 
Iawless'goverament, r l odel Mull appointed sirdars to be stationed at thana 
Na ray an gar to prevent depredations and keep in awe the refractory 
zemindars. A proper force of paiks, to be controlled by these sirdars, 
three in number, was organized, and for their maintenance a certain 
quantity of lands wais assigned from eight nergunnahs as jaghirs under 
the denomination of Bomjan and Batitaki. This establishment being 
found useless was abolished in Mr. BunMt’s time, and thereby an 
increase of Its. 1,000 was added to tho revenues. 

In the year 1789 it was said “ that the collection of tho revenue 
and tlie maintenance of the peace of tho country in the jungle districts 
are both entrusted to the persons epployed on the part of Government 
now oulled-tannadars. and that as their chief duty is that of sezawaR 
th« y are in fact such, and may with fa much propriety be distinguished 
by tlie one as the other appellation.t Tho juri diction under each of 

pergunnalis, as specified 


tliOKO tunuudars is composed of car 
iu the account, the proprietors of 


>us small 

svhicda have existed time immemorial 
independent of each other, the greatest part of them, though their posses- 
si »ns are so inconsiderable, bearing tho title of Rajah, far as 1 
undorK-tand, by unquestionable right In 1188 these mehals having 
me huzzoory, the collections of Die whole of them wore under tip 
nmrg'! of a person appointed by the late Committee of Revenue named 
Mumck Olmud, who, finding tho sadder allowance insufficient tcicmable 


rry on the 
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this maimer arose the mofussul establishments. The old records of this 
Colloetorship abound with instances of the former turbulent and 
disorderly conduct of the zemindars of the jungle inehals, and I have 
already, gentlemen, given it as my opinion that the restraint established 
by tho appointment of tannadars or sezawals is absolutely necessary to 
be continued over them.” 

In tho year 1795 it was said the Ohuars, headed by Tribhuban Singly 
Rir Singh, and other chiefs residing in tho Baruhabhum, Manbhoom, and 
Cbhatna jungles, who had never been brought under entire subjection, 
had to ho kept in awe.* The barkandazes on tho establishment of the 
police darogas; it is said, were not always successful in apprehending 
refractory persons, who assembled in such force as to preclude tho possi¬ 
bility of the darogas * acting against them unaided by regular troops. 
And yet, owing to the general ignorance of the country on the part of 
tho regular troops, and owing *to the fact that they were composed 
mostly of men from the upper stations, who invariably got sick if 
detached for even a short time in the jungles, their employment was 
deemed inexpedient. On thcoe grounds an officer of tin* name of 
Lieutenant. Hume* who had long been stationed in Midnapore, proposed 
a plan of raising a militia, by which the Chuars might be brought under 
subjection. The difficulty of gaining an honest livelihood v was the 
main cause of the life of plunder and depredations in which the Ohuars 
indulged, and it was generally supposed tliat by enrolling them as a 
body of militia they could be converted into useful and peaceable 
subjects. These militiamen would take the place of the barkandazes 
who were stationed with the darogas The scheme had an additional 
circumstance to recommend it to the favour of Government, for, if intro¬ 
duced, it would have resulted in the reduction of a sum of Its. 900 
iu the expenditure on account of the civil establishment, while tho 
military expenditure would ho lessened by Rs. 3,294. As was to bo 
expected, the realization of the revenue and the maintenance of peace 
and order were always very imperfect in tho jungle raehals. The 
ordinary police were always looked upon as perfectly useless in the 
prevention of crime amongst the wild tribes of the west. When, in 
WOO, the resumption of tho paik jaghirs in tho Midnapore district 
kindled the ilaine of rebellion throughout the district, tho utter ineffi¬ 
ciency of tho police to cope with the insurgents wus.mado i’eatlully 
apparent.! The Board recommended (11 that tho landholders of tho 
jungle mehals on the western frontier, or such of them to whom it 


rhi be dc 


emed expedient by the Magistrate to grant commission: 


ho purpose, be vested with a joint charge of tho police of their ros¬ 
ier! i ve estates iu concert with the darogas appointed under Regulation 


tho 

pective estates in Concert with the darogas appoi 
XXII of 1793; (2) that the responsibility of the landholders so 

to that of the landholders iu Benares, with 
ion to guard against the incursions of the 


invested be made simi 
an additional local prov 


Chuars ; (3) that a muchalka bo taken from them declaring m 
frpoeifio terms the duties to he performed bf them, and binding them to 
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"performance thereof under the prescribed penalties; (4) that in 
con side ration of their performing such duties, the paikau lands, or lands 
of atiy other description which had been resumed in consequence of the 
proprietors of the land having been exonerated frdm the charge of the 
police, be restored to them at the jumma paid for’such lands antecedent 
to the resumption, and that the necessary abatement of assessment bo 
granted in consequence. The Board’s propositions were adopted by 
the Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council. It* was then that the 
Magistrate invested the jungle zemindars with the management of the 
police in their respective zemindaries, and submitted for the consideration 
of Government a copy <4 certain rules ho had drawn up and delivered 
to each of the zemindars. They wore rude and illiterate, wholly 
incapable of comprehending any regulation but the simplest and 
easiest. Not one of them could be considered qualified for the appoint¬ 
ment of police daroga. They were, however, looked up to wiih respect 
and veneration by their ryots, and were the only persons capable of 
managing their Mates and defending their vast territories from the 
depredations <4 the Ohuars and of one at:other. They were perfectly 
willing to enter into any engagement that might be required from thorn 
for the faithful performance of their duty as police-officers. No 
re uiuptiou of their paikan lands had taken place, or over could take 
place consistently with the terms on which the zemindars held their 
lands in any of the jungle mehals. The revenues payable to Govern¬ 
ment from the jungle mehals, instead of nine-tenths, soinotimes did not 
amount in general to more than a ninth or a tenth of tlmir produce. 
The resumption of the paikan land in the jungles of .the Miduaporo 
Bani’s estate appeared to nave been the principal, if not the b* le, cause 
of the disturbances which had so long prevailed there. The Magistrate 
issued publications jointly with the acting Collector, inviting the paiks, 
who had long wandered about the country, and many ol whom had 
become Obuars for want of any other means of subsistence, to come 
to Midnapore by the 20ili April next, in which case they were informed 
that a settlement would be concluded with thorn for the paikan lands 
in the jungles upon the terms on which they formerly held them, 


and that otherwise the lands w\,uld lie given upon the same conditions 
to oilier persons and never be restored to them. The Magistrate 
suppoM d flier- would be no difficulty in finding as many men as might 
bo required able and willing to servers paiks, a great many who 
were formerly so employed in different parts of the district having 
been dr,.rived of their lands at the time*of the decern;i d settlement. 

In 1800 the state of affairs in the zemindari of IWahablmm con- 
stitui.-d n good example of w hat con d r. utly from time immemorial 
had rad., listed in on, or other of the jungle mehals. f It was 20 mi lor* 
hug, these me* in breadth, and was the wildest and most remote of 
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zemindari, than perhaps all the rest of the jungle mehals Two 
minors were the proprietors, aged 15 and 16; the estate was managed 
by their two uncles under the Courts of Wards. Family dissensions 
prevailed aftef their father’s death, and tho youths laid, opposing 
claims to the zemindari, and charged one another with joining the 
Chuars and laying waste the lands which they claimed and commit-'' 
ting murder. The mode adopted by these people in all tlieir quarrels 
in wreaking vengeanbe on each other was by joining the Chuars or 
turbulent and disaffected paiks, or hiring them to commit tho most 
terrible outrages and devastations on those whom thpy looked upon 
as hostile to their interests. Several sirdar paiks possessing different 
views and interests, but all of thorn disaffected to the Government, 
disdaining the authority of the Faujdori officers, and many of them 
outlawed long ago, occupied considerable portions of land and enjoyed 
profits, some of them nearly equal to what the zemindari yielded to the 
zemindar; a few of thejn paid revenue to the managers ; all of them 
occasionally espoused one party or the other, and committed ravages 
on each other. " The climate of Barahabhum was.exceedingly unhealthy, 
and the sepoys who used to be stationed there suffered painfully 
from jungle fever, and had to be constantly relieved. The Suddor 
assessment of Barahabhum, Rs. 829, was paid with tolerable r pi!u« 

rity, it was so light, notwithstanding tho devastations. Barahabhum was 
never in a state of perfect tranquillity, nor could the zemindar acquire 
sufficient control over the different descriptions of persons ro iding 
there to prevent their committing depredations either on hinuwlf, 
each othor, or on tho neighbouring zemindars. The sirdar paiks 
and their followers were the persons who had borne tho ^appellation 
of Chu.vrs. The sirdars might bo considered as the taiookdars of 
Barahabhum. and they had generally acknowledged the zemindar as 
their chief. Their ancestors had for many genor lions possessed tho 
lands at present occupied by them ; they had of late made considerable 
encroachments, and several causes had conspired to increase the number 
of their followers. They derived a large profit from contributions, which 
they levied not only in Barahabhum, but softie of them at a great dritaueo 
from the zemindari. Lai Singh was the most powerful of flm sirdars, 
and he and his ancestors paid t» >. 250 to the zemindars tor (lic-ir lands. 
He used to live at a place called Sauri, an almost inaccessible mountain 
about five kos from Barahabhum and 90 miles from Midnnpore. A stone 
quarry near his house yielded him a revenue of about Its. 1,000 yearly, 
and the produce of his lauds amounted perhaps to aimth r R*. 1,000. 
Every year he levied a small contribution from almost every village m 
the zemindari. In case of refusal, or the least delay in the payment 
of “ Sukhnandi,” the village was infallibly plundered. Ld Singh had 
other large tracts of land in otlx -• zemin d a rie 8, some at a great distant o 
from his own residence. These lands he had seized some years before 
1800, and maintained himself in the possesion of them by t)neats of 
laying waste the zemindari in which they wvoro situated Tho zemin 
dar of Pftohet had found it his interest to gwuifc him several villa yes in 
his estate, and he accordingly maintained quiet possession of them, 
treated his ryots well, ami afforded them etfootnal protection. A fuvv 
3Cora before lot'O ho took possession of ten villages belonging to 


Jm^annatb DUal, zemindar of Gliatsila. A war ensued between them, 
and after a long struggle and much slaughter on both sides he was 
forced to yield to the superior power of the zemindar, return to his own 
domains, and relinquish the lands lie had occupied in Gliatsila. The 
1 wo minor zemindars of Baraliabhuin and their adherents respectively 
used every endeavour to engage this powerful sirdar to support the 
pretensions of one against the other; and it appears that as soon as the 
eldest succeeded in gaining him over to his interests, the youngfir accused 
lus brother of joining the Chuars. Most of the other sirdars in the 
zemindari at ti*e same time attached themselves to the younger, and all 
parties proceeded to open hostilities, that is to say, to murder each other, 
to plunder, lay waste and burn the property in dispute, to depopu¬ 
late the country as far as lay in their power, and commit every species 
outrage aud enormity. During the general scene of havoc and 
disorder, the surburakar,'having been robbed and shipped of all ho had, 
ohu liis house being entirely plundered by Lai jSingli and other sirdars, 
escaped to Midnapore. Twenty sebandis who were stationed there 
by the Magistrate likewise retired precipitately. 

Even down to the year 1800,whenever any large body of military 
used to be sent on the appearance of disturbances and dissensions in 
the jungle medals all open hostilities ceased, but each party sallied out 
from Iris strongholds as occasion offered and plundered indiscrimi¬ 
nately every part of the surrounding zerain claries. The* police were 
powerless against the Cbuars, who, however, treated them with great for¬ 
bearance. .Revenue officers were to them the most obnoxious; a daroga 
never attempted to summon a sirdar paik or any of his dependants. 
The only real police were kept up by the zemindars and the sirdar prlks. 
But if the latter misbehaved themselves, it was impossible to seize them 
owing to the nature of the country and their retreating to their fastnesses. 
It was also diffie dt to expel them. If they^ retired to the Hahratta 
country, they soon returned to commit their depredations when tin 
military were withdrawn. They maintained their authority merely by 
1 hreals over large tracts of country in spite of all the power of the civil 
Magistrate aided by the military. No tolerable police system could be 
established in the jungle meliale without the assistance of the sirdars. 
Unless they received "sunnuds, as the zemindars had done, empowering 
them to act as police-officers, they would have to be encouraged to 
in. he peace with tue zemindars. Speaking of the zemindars of Man- 
bhoom and Gliatsila two of the jungle mehnh, the Magistralo said 
that they looked with distrust on the police durogas stationed within 
their zomindaries.t These officials were quite useless, and were with- 
drawn; for what could either of them do with ten barkanduzos 
against men who had each a thousand armed men under them 
u:d could raise double the number in three or four- days? The 
durogas remaining would brood discontent aud disputes. Ihe polwe 
i » Gliatsila would prove vigorous and offioient in the hands of the 
zemindar, who knew it to oe his interest, and who alone bad the 
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^-power to superintend it effectually. The Magistrate hoped to make 
the _ zemindars attend to rules and forms by degrees, so that iu 
tho end thq tranquillity of the jungles should depend on the laws, and 
not, as it did too much, on the personal character of those whb were 
entrusted with the powers of a police-officer. The zemindar of Q-liatsilw 
alone, it was said,* had about 1,500 regular paiks, besides what ho could 
on an emergency raise in his own estate. 

The weakness and inefficiency of tho former system of policed in 
the jungles arose, to the best of the Magistrate's judgment from tho 
zemindars not possessing power in proportion to the interest they had in 
the peace of the country, that is to say, generally speaking, in pre-por¬ 
tion to their property. The Magistrate suggested to Government 
that it was probable the application of the principle (the procuring 
tho assistance of the men of property and influence in preserving the 
peace) throughout the country would lead to a system of police the 
most efficient, the most economical, the most suitable to the habits and 
opinions of the natives, and in all respects tlio best calculated for their 
comfort and security. 

It appears that the Orissa language was spoken in only two of 
the jungle mehalsj where the new ‘ police arrangements were proposed 
to take effect; but even in tboso two it was never used in writing or 
in keeping accounts. A peculiar dialect of the Bengali language was 
Ub; 1 throughout the western jungles. The zemindars wore to 
correspond with the Magistrate in Bengali or any other language (hey 
pleased. 

No estate could be divided in the jungles ;§ the whole devolved to 
one son, and the younger children had a subsistence provided for them, 
which was regulated by established custom. Polygamy prevailed to 
ft great degree among the jungle zemindars, most of whom had largo 
families. There were in 1800 a considerable number of younger 

• brothers in many of the zemindnih-s who, under Regulation II of 1703, 
might be supposed to be entitled to a portion of the landed estate. 
Put no claims of the kind had been brought forward in the Dewani 
Adalat. A kind of military chief was required in every zeimndari, to 
whom his ryots might look for protection, who might command bis 
paiks with effect, and whose title should not be doubtful. Two nr 
more chiefs possessing nearly equal power would be continually at 
variance, and experience had shown that the inhabitants of the jungles, 
tn»: bulk of whom were accustomed to ai ms, or rather to robbery and 
plunder, were ever eager to enter into tho contentions of their chiefs, 
and to adopt any pretext for engaging in quarrels and commencing 
depredations. The operation of the regulation quoted above would 
utterly destroy the established hereditary rights of the zemindars, 
would introduce confusion and uncertainty in many estates, and would 
net only disable them from preserving tho peace, bin would perhaps in 
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zemindaries render it their interest to break it. On the whole, 
ilie Magistrate apprehended there would be little doubt of the expe¬ 
diency of preventing, instead of encouraging, the division of estates in 
the jungles. 

In. July 1800 the tehsildars of Balarampur and Janpur were with¬ 
drawn, and the jungle zemindars were allowed to pay their revenues 
dm < t into the euteherrv at Midnapore. This withdrawal included that 
of the regular police or thanadars and baikandazes. 

If at a point of time so late as 1800 the Midnapore officials expe¬ 
rienced such difficulty and harassment in the management of the junglo 
molials, every credit that human judgment and human sympathy can 
br iow should b«‘ awarded to those who in 1767 and subsequent years 
succeeded in acquiring and settling so strange a country for the Company. 
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In A pril of the year 1707 tho Government informed the Residentf 
that one Subhet had sent out men into different parts of the country to 
induce sepoys to.desert from the Company's battalions and take service 
with him. To Midnapore he sent one Guzarat Singh, formerly a 
snb tdar in Captain Swinton’s battalion. Subhet had seven guns at 
Pataspur, or Pratabpur, under tho charge of two European gentle- 
iucn.J and carriages were being made for them. Several stands of 
nrrns, some European soldiers, black cavalry, and a number of sejioys, 
had. been collected, Subhet having fixed upon the aforementioned 
places as his centres of rendezvous. Mr. Verelst§ (who had become the 
♦* Honble Harry Verelst, as President and Governor of Council at Fort 
William, in February,) warned Mr. Vans it tart, and requested him to 
t k<' into confinement whoever might be found to be included within 
the above intelligence. As Pataspur was a Maliratta dependency, 
Mr. Vansittart’s e*rtions were nut likely to be successful In May of % 
this rear lie suggested to Mr. Verelst that if in the course of his 
negotiation:: with the Mahrattas he had any opportunity to obtain that 
porgunnah for the Company, he should do it. “ We might,” he said, || “ in 
change give them Bheloraolmr, the only pergunrfah we possess to tlie 
southward of the Subarnrekha. We should gain some advantage by the 
bargain in point of value, and it would besides render our territories 
on this side more compact and save us a number of disputes.” 
Mr. Verelst replied, — 44 1 have received yourll favour of the 6th instant, 
Vr. h regard to the exchange of the pergurinahs you mention. It may be 
e wdl delayed, as we are in treaty for tho whole Cuttack country, when, 
it it ia necessary, the pergunnah of Pataspur may be put under the 
orders of the Resident at Midnapore.” 


• Fr.1, T !I, Frna, Collector to WilMnra Cowper* I .-q.. Vtvsukni, find Mombora of the 
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addressed the Governor in these words, — 
“ Boyany Churn,* a yakeel who is with me from the Mokarbhanj Rajah, 
has boon giving me, as h? says, by his master’s command, a long history 
o f the intentions of the Mal ira ttas ; such as. I received it, I transmit it to 
you. It is possible there m a y not be a word of truth in it. However, 
Vie man assured me that he had advanced nothing but jvhat he wai 
absolutely certain of, and l have no particular reason to suspect his 
veracity. He tells me. ^Jaat in April last his master, Dummooder Bunge, 
received* a letter from Summajee Gunnays, the Nabob of (Juttac, to the 
following purpose, —‘ That in case the chout was not paid, he should 
march with his army into Bengal aftor the rains and ravage the whole 
country; that in the meanwhile ho intended to quarter his troops in 
Gurpudda, which is between Jellasore and Balusore, and that lie 
(Dummooder Bunge) must prepare cantonments for* them and bo ready 
to join them in due time with his forces/ To this Dummooder Bunge 
replied * that rice was at present very dear and scaroo in bis oountry,. 
and that it was therefore not advisable to quartor the troops in 
Gurpudda, as they would not be able to find subsistence there/ lie 
roueivod no answer to thin, but in consequence of it, Keonjliar, which 
is two or three days’ journey north of Cuttack, has been fixed upon 
instead of Gurpudda for quartering tlio troops. Tho vakeel adds that 
the same hircarras who brought Summajee Gunnays 7 letter for Dutn* 
mooder Bunge had others for the Patchet Rajah and most of the 
zemindars on the western borders of Bengal and Behar; that Summajee 
Gunnays* army consists of about 12,000 horse, 6,000 berkundazes, nud 
1,000 men with fire-locks ; that about the same force under the command 
of Neloo Pundit will at tho same tirao enter by the way of Uamgar 
and Patchet, and proceed through Beerbhoom towards Moorsheda.be B 

“ As Dummooder Bunge holds the zemindari of Naibasan, &o., 
under Midnapore, and is at present Bomewkat in arrears, I have 
written to him to demand the immediate payment of his balance. The 
vakeel says that in consequence of this his uncle, Bulbudder Bunge, 
will himself repair to Midnapore and explain to me any further parti¬ 
culars that I may have to inquire; that his master is desirous oi 
shaking off the yoke of the Mahrattas and becoming a dependant of the 
Ijinglish; and that his country is so advantageously situated that with a 
very little assistance from us he should at any time be able to prerent the 
Mahrattas from entering into Bengal from the southward. 1 have told 
Dm that I shall be glad to see Bulbudder Bunge; that ho must bring 
with him Summajee Gunnays* original letter; and that I will transmit 
his representation to you/* The Governor replied, t — k< I am obliged to 
you for 3 r our intelligence com ruing tho d signs of the Mahrattas, ami 
desire you will gain further in format ion from the Muharbhanj Rajah. 

A strict eye should likewise bo kept over the actions of the Mahrati is, 
for though I have great reason to believe that they will not venture 
to break with us, at this time particularly, yet prudence demands our 
attention towards their motions* 

Hitherto, whatever may have been th • fears and apprehensions 
that had been felt by the Company’s olfioials owing to the action 
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df^the Malirattas, tlie outward relations subsisting between the two 
had been of a peaceful.character. But in June 1770 the Midnapore 
authorities were brought into actual and unpleasant contact with the 
Malirattas.* The zemindar pf Shakbandar, a Mahratta district, paying 
his revenue . at Cuttaok, claimed to levy Bome duties on the rico 
produced in, the pergunuah of Napochar, ii^ c hakla Jellasore. Whei; 

• he could not recover the duties by any ^ther means, he secJ-kis 
people and paiks, surrounded the dwellings aa\d gob^ jftlio rice- 
dealers in Napochar, and extorted what he claimed as arrears of the 
duties. As ho was dependent on Cuttack, Mr. Peiarce did not act 
immediately against him, but applied for instructions, though ho was an 
insignificant zemindar. When Mr. Peiarce remonstrated and demanded 
restitution of the money from the Malirattas, ho was told that tlio 
matter had been referred to Cuttack, and nothing could be done till 
orders were received from there. It is not ascertained what was the 
. result ol this invasion of tho Company's territories. 

Hero it seems proper to narrate a circumstance which partook of 
the nature of a scare, and was the cause of considerable disquiet to the 

h( a lx 0f . 1 tllC T G T jrTimenL In Juno 1770 tbe Resident, Mr. Peiarce, 
wrotef that ho had two months previous stationed four *harkaros at 
Cuttack for the purpose of communicating Anything interesting. One of 

tlic in urriv. q from Cuttack and gave tho intollig#Tioct that at Khujuri, 
about. 50 kos to the north-east of Cuttack, three very large ships and \ 
two sloops disembarked 1,80(1 black troops, who lmd encamped on shore; 
lltrd. riie chips contained 1,200 Europourut borides, who oomo oriioro 
daily I Or ox noise; that apparently a quantity of rice was being 
collected. News also tvas brought that from Cuttack the Maluatlas 
had transported 2ft pit os of cannon two kos across tho river, and 
that from Nagpur had been sent about 5,000 horse, who were then 
within a few days’ march of Cuttack. Tho head MahraUu karkarn 
went to meot (lie people who landed at Khojuri. 

Mr, Cartier in reply wrote £ that he did rmt believe tho intelligence 
from Cuttack, chiefly because Mr. Allen lmd not given auy notice of it. 
It would have made such a buzz “ that tho man must have neither oars nor 
head if* he has not heard of it ” Mr. Cartier did not credit the intelli¬ 
gence, but at the same time took measures as if it was true, and desired to 
be inloriimd whether other reports confirmed or disproved the intelli¬ 
gence. Mr. Peiarce was to write to no persombut Mr. Cartier on the 
•subject. Mr. Allen Mill remained siltnt on tho subject; and ir a 
Bubhoqucnt luUerji Mr. Cartier eaid,—“If you hear more, lose not a 
'u'unem’s time in giving me information. I am. with cstuom, sir, your 
uio/ l oln-diont servant., John Curlier, 

It ie needless to explain that the intelligence supplied to the 
Ib.cndvnt had no .foundation : in foot, onu of tlie hai karua, who had 
auHcomlod had supplied information, whioh was subsequently aflcor* 
tium*d to be pure invention. Mr. Pciarco st-ut live other harkurns’to 



• from Om fti-niMii to (lrmd Ifuiwill, Esq., Collrctor-OcnorAl at Fort William, dated 
Aiidnnpora, u,„ r,tu Jtmo 1770. 

T l ro;u Mr. Iciun... to tbo Uou o'.? John Carlicr, President and Governor, dated Biidoanorv. 
Urn lUih Juui» 1770, 

1 I runt */nhn C'nriier to .\Jt. 1‘niar. t . tlnlt/i « aLmitn, th*• lbtl» Juno 1770. 

S Kzum J .m Caruer io Mr. 4/ku P.uarct, dau-d CaJutHU, tiio i»lnt JuiiO 1770. 
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Jajpore, where the delinquent lived, in order to “kidnap” him the 
moment he made his appearance, and to bring him to MiduapOre, 
where fie would meet with proper punishment.* 

It is incidentally mentioned! in the records of the yettr 1768 that* 
the Mahrattas had in former times attacked Mr. Johnstone, the first 
Resident in Midnapore, after the cession of the province by the Nabob. 


In 


FRENCH. 

* 

1769 a French gentleman, the first European, wns appointed 


Resident^ on the part of the French Company for the provision of their 
investment, 'to be stationed at Mohanpur, In the province of Jell a sore, 
and to receive In's instructions directly from Chaudernagoro. As all 
tLssortments of white cloth of the Hon'blo Company’s investment 
were ♦ manufactured at Mohanpur, it was suggested that the intlu- 
once of a French Resident at that place might be prejudice! to the 
Company’s investment, and also hereafter bo the occasion of many 

disputes. The Government (which consisted of Messrs, Verolst, .Outlier, 
Smith, Alexander, Charlton, Russell, Rumbold, Hare, and Floyer,)§ 


thought proper to withdraw the indulgence they had granted to the 
French in 1765 to have sepoys at their several subordinates. They 


received assurances from the a I)irecteur and Council ;; of Ohandernagoro 

Hint tho luttci lnul iu i!oh»-.«>quotioo ovdoi* <1 the sopuytj to reduced J and 

they desired the Resident to keep a watchful nyo over them id hi, factory, 
and give immediate information if the French attempted to elude 
tin Government rcsoluti one. By September 176911 tho grout* -r fmil of 
the sepoys who were stationed with Monsieur Aus^uif, tho I'rcnoli 


Resident at Mohanpur, were removed, but ho had still live with him. 
Thn time won pregnant with suspicions of tho designs of the French, 


as will 
between 


bo described below, and tho Government, halting tniGwn\ 
boldness and fear, in face of its wishes expressed to its Rest- 


d'Oit, actually reprimanded him a year later for remonstrating with a 
French agent for travelling about with armed sepoys in his escort. 


Early in 1770 the 

to bo manifested on tho port of t J to 
Chandernagore made themselves known 


jealousy and suspicion which had already begun 
Company towards tho F omh hi 
own in a more marked manner. 
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still at Mohanpur, and lias some sepoys with him.” Previous 
communication the head of the Government, Mr. Cartier, had 
written to Mr. Peiarce in these* words: “ To provide agaiust possible 
as well as probable events is the duty of every Government; for whioli 
reason I think it necessary to desire you would, on receiving this, order 
two of the companies from your battalion towards the great river, one 
to “Ingilee” and the other to Khajri, and each company to be om- 
manded’ by an officor. My design in giving you this order it is 
necessary to explain. We have the strongest reason to suspect the views 
of the French towards this country. When these views may take place 
matter of much uncertainty, but it is best to he on our guard 
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is a 


beforehand. It is very likely, nay most certain, when they do arrive, 
they will stand in need of many things which the country can most 
an plv supply—provisions, draft and carriage bullocks, &o. To prevent 
th jir procuring any of these must ho the object of the detachmentr> 
at Ingilee and Khajri, either by driving the cattle at least twenty 
miles inland, or destroying those, with other kind of provisions, which 
cannot he removed out of their reach. It is likewise expected from you, 
on the first intelligence you may receive of an armament being in the 
river, that the remaining part of the battalion will he immediately 
detached towards the river to harass any parties that may land. If 
they rendezvouz at Kukrahati (I mean your battalion , I apprehend 
it will be the most eligible situation they can take post in. Should 
their shipping pass the mouth of the Ganges, it may likew ise ho 
necessary for the battalion not only to pass that river, hut the “ Dumoo- 
darsaw,” and co-operate with any troops that may be posted on the 
other side, but this latter part will not be recommended should your 
province be threatened by any immediate danger. 

“ To prevent any mistakes in the officers commanding these detach 
menls carrying the letter of their orders to an extreme, it is not intendc/ 
preventing single foreign ships (French or Dutch) receiving ever 
assistance of provisions which the country can afford. 5 '* 

Accordingly Lieutenant Itooke was sent to Hijli, Mr. reiaroe 
having addressed him in the following! strain:—“ Having orders from 
the Governor to direot an officer with a company of sepoys to proceed 
to Hijli, you will please to take command of that company and 
proceed to the aforesaid place without delay, and there guide yourself 
agreeably to the following instructions. There being strong reasons to 
Buspeot the views of the French towards this country, and that it is not 
improbable if they do arrive, but # that they may land their forces 
and stores with an intention of proceeding by land, you will therefor® 
iu the first place have, on thd most convenient spots, constant sentries 
placed to give you immediate intelligence oi the appearance of any 
armament making towards the mouthof the Ganges; which should there 
be, your next and principal object must be to prevent their procuring 
any supplies of draft or carriage bullocks, provisions, &o., which you 
•must do by driving away the cattle inland at least twenty miles, or 
else by deploying those, with every oi her kind of provisions, which 
cannot be removed out of their reach. The better to offeot this, upon 


d 

ery 


* }• ron* John On* iVr lo John Peiarce, K'.q., .Match 1770. 

t Yioia Joha Pei.. ee to LicuUmant tfiurgv Uooku, dutal Uidimpore, tbo 7tb May 1770. 


your arrival, at Hijli I would recommend to you to get intelligence 
where the principal hprds of cattle are, and the principal granaries, 
that you might not be at a loss, upon the approach of the French, where 
to send your 6epoys to accomplish the ends laid down as above. You . 
will not fail to give me immediate intelligence in caso of the appearance 
of any French shipping. Should they pass by your station. stili 
proceeding up the river, you will march towards Kukrahati, which 
will be the place of rendezvouz, and there wait until such time as you 
may receive further orders from me. You. will observe that the 
purport of the above instructions to you are to distress the French by 
the meats laid down, in case of the certain appearance of a French 
armament. It is not intended preventing single foreign ships, whether 
French or Dutch, from receiving every assistance of provisions which 
the country can afford, nor, without the real appearance of necessity, to 
hurt the country people by driving away or destroying their eattlo 
and provisions.” 

Lieutenant* Bateman was similarly sent to Khajri. It was in¬ 
tended that if an armament was discovered in the river, Mr. Peiarce 
should detach the remaining part of the battalion in order to harass any 
parties of the French that might land. In that case Kukrahati was 
to be made the place of rendezvouz, on the understanding that there was 
no immediate danger threatened to the two provinces of Midnaporo and 
Jellasore. 

Hijli,f where the cutcherry was held, was called “ Caunty 
Ingillee but as that place was too far distant from the river or aca for 
Mr. Rooktfs purpose, he was ordered to proceed to Amirabad, two kos 
nearer the river than “ Caufty Ingillee,’ J 

There was another “ Hijli,” which the natives called “ Tuokt 
Ingillee,” five kos distant from “ Caunty,” from which it was 
divided by the Rasulpur river. It was here that the cutcherry u*od 
formerly to be held, until it was removed to u Caunty.” “ Tuckt 
Ingillee” was too near a station to Lieutenant Bateman, and was laid 
aside in preference for Amirabad. Mr. Bateman at Khajri was told£ 
to keep in view whatever hoards of rice the French might have collected, 
and in case they attempted to remove it, to have his harkaras out aa 
spies to bring Jiim intelligence whore it might be lodged.^ It was not 
doomed advisable to act any fur ther in the matter, as the rice might he 
private French property. Mr. Bateman was finally directed to take 
no apparent notice of what rice was collected, unless there should be 
the appearance of a French armament or any number cl shipping 
making towards the river, in whicn case he was to put his former 
orders into execution. Mr. Bateman had writ;ten§ to say that upon 
inquiry ho found there was a great deal of rice at Khajri belonging 
to the French, and several peons with it. As the people seemod to bo 
quite under the French, he thought it not improbable that they might 
move the rico into the jungles. Should that be the case, he feared he 

* From John Pciaroo to the Hon’ble John Cartier, Pi’Cfidonfc and Governor of Po;t William, 
dated Mulnapnre, tbo PHi May 1770. 

t From John IVmrec to Lioutoi-an K ke, dated Midnaporo, iho 9th "May 1770. 

X l -om John Peiarce to F. Unbar, Evq., dntri Midnaporc, the 17th May 177p. 

' From Mr. BaJ)eman to tha Rv'ident at Midnaport| d<ite<l Khajri, the 14ih May 1770, being 
oeencioinre t,j a FUe. from Air. Pumice to M r. Buber. iuUJ the F7th May 177c. 
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-mtwld not he able to destroy it all and send away the bullocks in time 
with his small detachment. ' It vvas suggested that all the rice belong¬ 
ing to the French should be collected in one house, and a sentry be 
placed over it, when it would be safe ; and in case there arose no neces- ' 
sity to destroy it, they might havo it again In reply* Mr. Bateman 
was again reminded merely to discover what hoards of rice the b reach 
had accumulated, to ascertain where it was removed, but to take no 
apparent notice of rice or bullocks or stores till an armament appeared, 
when steps were to be taken to destroy both bullocks and provisions, 
jf the rice was to be removed into the jungle, an eye should be kept 
on it, and obstacles should be placed in the way of its being carried off 
in boats or sloops till further instructions could be given. If the 
French forces came by land, the bullocks, Ac., should he driven off or 
destroyed, and a march should be made to Kukrahati until the receipt 
of further orders. 

The head of the Government, Hr John Cartier, himself wrotef to 
Mr. I'eiarco in an autograph letter, saying,—“ The directions you have 
gi\ on to Mr. Bateman are prudent and cautious. We must guard against 
precipitancy and unnecessary alarm. The distress for grain may 
oblige tic French Council to establish magazines for the relief ol a 
famished colony; it may belong to private persons. It is only having 
mi eye upon it, and prevent its beiug used as a supply to any squadron 
which they may send into this river. Such a visit is possible, tho" 
net probablo; and if it should he made, the grain can bo easily 
destroyed, and what cannot be destroyed, the poor and necessitious in 
such a season as this wouljl with encouragement carry it off. 

Mr. Bateman was further directed? that in case the French arma¬ 
ment had actually passod his station he should proceed to 'Kukrahati, 
the bullocks and rice should be secured whenever he first descried the 
shipping, before they could reach his post. 

In the month ot July the head of the Government wrote§ that as 
the rains 1 ad sot in, and nothing further need be apprehended of any 
attempt by the French to land, the two companies might be recalled 
t,. Hidnaporo. At the same tuneii both officers were enjoined to 
continue to manage by slow marches, at least till they came into tho 
Midimpore district. 

Though these precautions were taken against the probable advent 
of a Flench armament, still the measures adopted by the Midaapom 
.Resident to counteract tho local influence exercised by the French did 
not quite meet with the approval of the Government It has been 
h , ,, u th.-.; already the French were prohibited entertaining a single 
Hi.poy out of tho colony of Clnuidernagore. When the Resident 
proceeded to put this prohibition into force by objecting to a Monsieur 
Rmiront travelling through ti Miduapore province with an escort o< 
four Hi'poy <•, and by offering the Frenobmau 1 Inglish sepoys to attend uim 



* 


in lieu of his own the Government showed its displeasure at the conduct 
of the Resident; the French Government of Chandernagoro having 
remonstrated with it on the alleged detention of their agent, and 
requested that their emissaries should not be stopped 'and exposed to 
affronts and mortifications. The Resident* was told that “ the Frenok 
had undoubtedly a right to send their agents to the different arangs for the 
protection and encouragement of their trade without any hindoranco 
or molestation on our part*’ Apparently Mr. Baber, the Resident, 
considered that he was empowered to stop aud detain the four French 
sepoys in the fort, though he did not actually proceed to that extreme. 
The Frenchman refused! to take English sepoys with him, as it might 
be thought that he was a prisoner. 

It is mentioned! in the records that the French had arangs or 
factories at Canieola, Kirpai, Mouneepore, and Balasore. 

FAMINE. 

The notice of the first authenticated famine in Midnaporo, which 
was severely felt, not only in the district itself, but also in those 
.surrounding, is found in-tho records of 1769 aud 1770. The measures 
which were taken to relieve the people are also detailed. Before tho 
close of the year 1769 Mr. Vansittart had reported^ that the great want 
of rain which the country laboured under had put it out of his power 
to settle the land revenue on as advantageous terms as he had dono 
the last year. The price .of rice had become unusually high, being ono 
rupee for 22 seers at Mi^napore, notwithstanding an embargo which 
had been laid on the export of the article. By all acoounts which the 
Resident had been able to procure, the losses in the crop throughout 
the district were very considerable. This report was made on tho 
24th December, but in the previous October the St ret ary to Government 
had addressed)) the Collector-General in the following terms:—“The 
alarming accounts which the Hon’ble the President and Council have 
heard of the distress of the country for want of grain from the great 
drought that has prevailed, and the melancholy prospect that this 
■distress will increase, have determined them to take every measure in 
their power to provide again -f the fatal consequences that arc to bo 
apprehended. None can bo more fatal than monopolies of grain at ; uok 
a juncture, and it is greatly to he feared they will bo aimed at.^ I have 
therefore tLo commands of the Hon’ble the President and Council to 
acquaint you that they particularly recommend to you to exert your 
utmost endeavour' to detect and prevent, as much as lies in your power, 
so fatal a measure. 

i: With this prospect before their eyes, they behold with much 
concern the distress that the poor inhabitants must bo involved in, and 

• From Cartier, Middleton, -nd Claud Raudl, to Edward Bnbot, E k|., at 

Midnaporo. dated Fort William, the 13th November 1770. 

f From Mr. Bubor to the Hon'bh John Curlier, President aud Governor, &t\ ( Council, 

I itod Midnaporo, tho 27th November 1770. 

X From M -^ra. Cartier, Middleton, and Ru \ ll, to Edward Baber, K .] dated Fort William, 
the i:Mi HovomW 1770. 

*i From the Kesuleol to Claud Ru^cdl, F.a., Collector-General, dated Midn.iporn, the *4th 
Doc«.T„h*T 1760. 

II From Edward Buber, Sec vet at j, to Junwa Ahxandor, ‘ ollectoMiereral, dated For* 
William, ike ';3rd October 1789. 
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ax© anxious to devise moans to afford tbetu every possible relief 
under this distressful calamity. They do therefore earnestly desire that 
you will give every encouragement in your power to the ryots to 
cultivate pulse,’ gram, barley, and every sort of grain that can be 
raised in the dry season, and, in short, to take every measure they can 
think of to supply. the want of rice and that they may judge will 
contribute to relieve the necessities of the poor.” And in the same , 
month the Collector-General had solicited* the utmost endeavours of the 
Resident, to prevent thei distress. . , 

In the middle of the year 1/70 Mr. reiarce, * Who had been 
appointed provisionally the Resident! at the Midnapore Faotory, said 
that “there were a great number of poor objects almost daily perishing 
on account of the great scarcity and dearness of provisions.” He 
therefore made an application on their behalf for permission to distri¬ 
bute, at the Company's expense, among the most necessitous a daily 
subsistence of idee. It was explained that 18 or 20 maunds a day 
would save the lives of several. Many of the poor had come from 
Burdwan and other parts of Bengal in a very starving condition, in 
hopes of finding the scarcity less in Midnapore than in their own 
country, and it was reported that many hundreds had travelled to tho 
Makratta districts with the same expectations. 

On the 10th June the Collector-General addressed Mr. Peiarc8 in 
these wordsj:—“The consideration of its being the duty of every 
Government to alleviate the sufferings of the poor in the time ot a 
general calamity snob as the present had induced the Board to authorize 
the Collector-General to distribute rice at Calcutta and Burdwan to 


real objects of distress at the Company’s expense. , 

« At this time the effects of the calamity had not extended to the 
districts of Midrapore, hut as you have represented that they are now 
felt severely, the same means of relief become necessary; and you will 
therefore he pleased to act accordingly, taking care to deal with a 
sparing, not a lavish, hand. Tho sum allotted for Burdwan was about 

Rs 20 to 26 per day in rice” . , T 

On the 10th of July 1770 Mr. Reiarce wrote again,§ saying,-- In 
my letter of the 5th June I represented to you, sir, the poor miserable 
objects daily perishing through hunger, and in the behalf of such 
numbers of poor I requested your permission to distribute a daily 
allowance of rice amongst them, I have not had the honor of a reply, 
yd, sir, I have taken tho liberty of construing your eilence into a 
con'Kwit. as tho cause is real charity ; and have inserted in the charges 
collections the amount of rice given to the.necessitous here.” Finally 
on tho lOth of July, Mr. Peiarce wrote, || saying,—“ I havobeen favoured 
with yours, sir, of the 10th of June, and I shall he very careful net to 
, abuse the Company’s charity to the poor by acting with a lavish hand 
in tho distribution/* 


• From Jumps Alexander tnOwrge V audit art, E*n., dated Calcutta, the 3Ut 
f I mm lol.n Peiarni to Ciiud KumS!. F <j . dm-.u Midimrpre, the otu Jim* y d , 

4, I rani Claud ftita^ll, Collector-General,. to, Mr. John Ptfiam?, nt Midoaporc dnl l 

Cwloulto, tbo loth Jumr 177a .. T v *»~a 

H From Jahu Pcittrc.! * • Claud Russell, JKftq., daf d tl V' i July 1 nO. 

li From the to Claud Hru^ll h. q. f Cvlhctor-Ucc toC datrd Midnapore, W* 

J uljf 1770. 
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The medium price of rice in the province of Midnapore 3 
September 1709 to September 1770 was as follows * :—September 35 s 
for the rupee, October‘23, November 25, December 22, January :2-}, 
February 20Maroh 15£, April 1G, May 14June 12£, July 42, 
August 12, September 21 £.f 

The following extract, exposing some apprehensions regarding the 
famine which were felt by the Court of Directors in England, will 
fitly conclude this subject J:— 

“ 157. As the famine which has ra^ed to so great a degree 
throughout the provinces could mot but excite in every humane breast 
the utmost compassion for the miseries which the poor must have 
suffered from it, we will not admit a thought that our superior servants 
have not afforded evory aid which humanity could dictate, and employed, 
every means in their power to prevent such a calamity from having 
worse than its natural effects; but as wo are not equally free from an 
apprehension that, even amidst the distress to which a kingdom was 
reduced, and the depopulation which was in prospect, there may have 
been others in the Company's service or under its protection so far 
influenced by avarice as to monopolize the chief articles of the support 
of the poor, we therefore enjoin you to send us a full and exact 
account of the quantity of rice which, during the progress of this 
calamity, has been exported into other parts from those provinces which' 
suffered least by it, together with the name of each proprietor of the 
rice so exported, as well as the quantity thereof. And we expect that, 
unbiassed by partiality, you extend your inquiries to ll 'e utmost end 
transmit to us all possible information with respect a proceeding 
which may have dishonoured our favour and protection. 


SCIENTIFIC. 

# 

Tn the year 1708 a request was made on behalf of the Royal 
Society to the Company which, in memory of recent events, may bo 
t .ud to have an extraordinary degree of interest. 

The request was not conveyed to India till the following year, and 
its nature may be best learnt from the language of the Society itself..§ 

“ In obediouoe to the orders of the Royal Society, I tako the liberty to 
apply to you in their name, and solicit your concurrence in an affair or 
some importance to the advancement of science and the honour .or 
this country. The next transit of the planet of Venus over tho disc 
o? the Sun, which is expeoted in June 3rd 1709, wiU afford tho only 
means of ascertaining some of the principal and hitherto unknown 
elements in nst ronomy, and of improving both geography and na\ igation. 
The first phenomenon of this kind ever taken notice of was observed 
above a century ago by an Englishman, and the last, whioli happened in 


* From Edward Baber to Claud Russell, Esq., Colicctor-Gcneral, dated Midnapore, tho 
Orb, bet 1770. 

t -I’li© weight 4 the aeer is nut given, but m flic eeer of 80 tolas sicca wuyht wag u oil m 
•alt wr’ijhnv. nt«, it is probable that it,it tho etandnrd hero alto. 

X l*.'- tract of a General letter rue cured from England, per Lord Man 'Icld, filled 10th 
A r ’U770. 

b - K ' *m d. Maty, Seeret *ry. Royal Society, to the Hon'blo Erst Iudnt Company, ! , .i:d 
Munoum, the 22nd January 17dd. 
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xoited ilie curiosity of moat nations in Europe. But on account of 
(fwar, and the want or inexperience of observers, the fruits expected 
from this observation, and foretold bv the great Dr. T. Lalloy, were but 
partly obtained. An opportunity of the same kind will again offer 
itself, and as it is the last which the present and succeeding generations 
will have for at least a hundred years to come, it is to be hoped, and 
indeed expected, that an universal emulation will extend itself all-over 
the continent on so interesting an occasion. The honour of this nation 
seems particularly concerned in not yielding the palm to their neigh¬ 
bours, and the Royal Society intends to exert all its strength and 
influence in order to have this observation made with the greatest 
accuracy, and if possible in the most uniform and satisfactory manner, 
in various parts of the British dominions. The experience which 
they have had of the roadiness of this potent Company to forward 
every great and national undertaking does not permit thorn to doubt 
of their taking a share in this. They therefore hope that it will be 
early and earnestly recommended to 6uoh of the Company's servants at 
Madras, Bombay, Bencoolen, or other plaoos in the East Indies as 
have been accustomed to astronomical observations to prepare for and 
exert themselves in this, as the phenomenon will be visible, at least 
during some part of it, in all the settlements of the Company. 
Mr. Astronomer Royal has promised to send to this Hon'ble Board 
those directions wbjnh will appear to him the most useful in order to 
make this obseri* with the greatest preoision and advantage. Me 
desired me in ^e meanwhile to transmit to you a list of the instru¬ 
ments which uld be necessary for that purpose in each place of 
observation, vi ..— * 

(1) A reflecting telescope of two feet focus, with an apparatus of 
smoked glasses. 

(2) A pendulum clock. 

(3) An astronomical quadrant of one foot radius at lea^t, or, in 
lieu of it, an equal altitude instrument.'’ 

The Company* being desirous by all means of concurring in an 
affair of such importance to the advancement of science recommended 
the President and Council to direct all and every person in the service 
of the Company who was conversant in astronomy, and to desire in the 
Company's name, by particular notice or otherwise, all other persons 
whatsoever under their influence, properly qualified for the purpose, 
to exert themselves in making the most careful and acourato observa¬ 
tic u s upon the said transit, and to deliver their reports to them in 
writing to be transmitted to the Company at least in duplicate by the 
earliest opportunities.. 
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* me, »ct !r; mi the Hon hie Coiup:>5«y'§General letter dated 10th March 1768, boing tlio cue^ojuru 
to h.ti t i 1 - 0:11 h !.;ard Bn’in to Mr. George Vuiitsitfcart, Resident ut MvJnupore. duted for*. WMuarn, 
to* llth F brtury i76U. 






CHAPTER IV. 




SETTLEMENTS, LAN^ REVENUE, &c. 
renocl 1764—1770. 

In the second chapter are given the names of those pergunnahs 
contained in the Midnapore and Jellasore provinces, which most pro¬ 
bably were peaceably transferred to the Company on the occasion of 
Mir Kasim's grant. There are also given the names of those per¬ 
gunnahs which, as part of the Midnapore province, were subjugated 
and settled in the interval between 1764 and 1770. No additions were 
made during that time to the Jellasore province beyond the limits 
which were recognized in 1764. 

The earliest records connected with the revenue administration 
of the two provinces explain that in the end of the year 1764 
Mr. Anselm Beaumont, the Resident, was directed* to proceed im¬ 
mediately upon forming the tashkhis for the current year, and settling 
the terms of the collections in such a manner as might appear most 
advantageous to the Company. The President and Members of 
Council said,—“ We observe that from the time the Company wore first 
put in possession of the province of Midnapore we have met with the 
greatest obstruction from the zemindars in the collection of the renrs, 
and h^tve always found them ready to jffin our enemies whenever they 
have had an opportunity ; we therefore think the Company's possessions 
in that country would be muoh better secured and the rents ascertained 
by entirely annulling the authority of the zemindars and allowing 
them a fixed income for their maintenance by assignments of lands, 
and appointing officers everywhere on the part of the Company to 
collect the rents immediately from the ryots. But as this is a step 
opon which we shall not determine without mature deliberate n„ wo 
desire your opinion first on the subjeot. We entirely agree with you 
in opinion/’ they said, apparently in reference to a letter previously 
written by Mr. Beaumont, which is not forthcoming, “ that the gwant¬ 
ing of leases for a term of years is the only method to encourage 
cultivation of waste lands. You will therefore form the terms upon 
who;]) leases may be granted, and forward them to us for our final 
resolution. The forming a hustabood is a point of so much import- 
ancr to the Company that we do not know any r *rvic*o on which the 
Chief (another designation of the Resident) ‘‘can bo better employed. 
We therefore direct him to proceed on this service, and iu general that 
by take every method in Ids power to attain a true knowledge o| the 
revenues without putting the Company to a heavy expense.’’ 

The sentence first quoted conclusively shows that the zemindars 
were not looked upon in 1764 as mere collectors of reveuue, with no 
vested rights or interests in their estates; they were considered 

now Honry VnnaittAi t, Jg Spunocr, C. S, Plavdell. Wtirren R. Loyc^v 

*’ -u«vlua BciiUmont, Resident Midnayorc, dated 1‘ *r. William, tlxs Uth November 1701 
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i’s, and when deprived of the management, were entitled to an 
» for their support from the assets of their zemindaries. 

It has been suggested that the zemindars of 1764 might, without 
having any proprietary rights, have been collectors, but collectors 
possessing vested interests; a sort of middlemen between Government 
and the ryots, who had a kind of prescriptive right to rhtain charge of 
tho estates they held, provided no valid objections existed against tl^eir 
continuing to manage them, and who, when deprived of tho manage¬ 
ment, had a right to look for an allowance for their support from the 
assets. This view, though inaccurate, is not altogether unsupported by 
examples ; for in May 1800,* when the leases granted for the farm 
of pergunnahs Doro Dumnan, Majnamutta, &c., the zemindar! 
of Rani Suganda and of Jallamutta, Keoramal, &c., tho zomin- 
dari of Nar Narain Rae expired with the Wilaiti year 1207 (Sep¬ 
tember 1800 ), the zemindars deqlined to engage or to become respon¬ 
sible for the assessment. The Collector, or more properly speaking 
the Salt Agent, recommended that the several mehals fehould be 
again let in farm for such a period as tho Board might judge prope* 
to direct. Mr. Chapman suggested that the farmers, for the most 
part a kind of hereditary lease-holders, who by the end of the current 
year should have punctually discharged their rents, should he per- 
v-ittcd to continue their respective farms at the existing jutfima. 
Here, therefore, in the case a of these two estates there were both 
proprietors and a sort of hereditary fanners. But against this one 
jTirtance numberless expressions can be adduced on the other side. 

In a minute by Sir John Covering and Mr. Francis, Members of 
the Revenue Board, dated the 16th July *1777, they say,—“ Wo are of 
opinion that the lands should be restored to the zemindars, whoso 
unalienable property they are, upon a reasonable jumtna.” But perhaps 
much w eight would not attach, in the opinion of most readers, to the 
views of these gentlemen. 

The Court of Directors in a general letterf from Europe in 1777 
said,—“ Having revoked our orders to let the lands to the highest 
bidders, and signified our pleasure to have them occupied by hereditary 
zemindars, where it can he done with security to the revenue, and 
being desirous that they should- enjoy their zemindaries on terms 
sufficiently moderate to enable them to maiutain a degi^ee of respect 
«mong their dependants, we direct that you keep this idea in view 
in. every agreement to be made with tho same zemindars,” 

Again, in 1785, the Ilon’ble Board, consisting of John Maepherson 
fii.d Jolm Stabh s, said,—“ We are clearly of opinion* that every farmer 
possessing under the Company’s seal and the approbation of this 
a farm granted to him for a fixed period of years, and who has 
ft ith fully performed all his engagements to Government according to 



* I'rttyh Chariot Plinpninti, Aprcnt,HlJH Division, to 0. DawiloawoV, Spcrotory to the 
m mi of li< ••n.: , Fort William, dated Coitfoi. the 24th May 18 0. 

■f* ! to u letter from Warren J. Clnvertni?, Richard Ra.-vroll, rvnd P. Fronci-i. 

\< .Mi. Ah'.andij Hiiwimuin, Chief, A" Provincial Council of Re ouua at Bard wan, d .1 
Fun Wiliinm, ilin 2lhh July 1 
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his kabooliyat, cannot he legally dispossessed of liis farm; nor is it the 
meaning of the Act of Parliament that such engagements should be 
brokon. tlm object of this Act being to restore, after full investigation 
of the case, zemindars and talookdars to their rights, of which they . 
have been unjustly dispossessed. But wo are likewise of opinion that 
the engagements to farmers, which are not for more than one year, 
and which only contain a clause of continuation from year to year on 
good behaviour, in the nature of mokurrorco leases, are not to stand 
in opposition to the claims of the zemindars, if those claims are 
not invalidated by (sic) the forfeiture or real incapacity.” 

_ Besides these proofs in support of the proprietary rights of the 
zemindars of 1764, others quite as strong will be adduced in the course 
of tlio narrative of transactions. 

Mr. Watts, who succeeded Mr. Beaumont before the end of the 
year, in an address to the head of the Government* - said,—* “ You 
will receive from Mr. Beaumont certain observations on the per- 
gunnahs of the Midnaporo province which he and I have concerted 
together. As the season for securing the revenues is already begun, 

I request the favour you will .send your final resolutions concerning 
the tashkhis as soon as possible. Mr. Beaumont joins with me in 
opinion that the Jellasore district requires a general inspection, without 
which it will not be pessible to ascertain with any certainty the value 
of the large tracts of laud in that province, and that the best method 
to vattle the tashkhis will he by visiting the several pergunnahs 
and settling with the zemindars on the spot.” The two gentlemen 
had sat in deliberation on the measures that were necessary to improve 
the collections of land revenue from both the provinces of Midnapore 
and Jellasore, and they submitted the result for the ini-ormation and 
orders of Government, f 

“In pergunnah Midnapore thtfrent for the Orissa year 1171 was 
fixed at Alla Sicca Ks. 41,157-2, and .there appears to have been paid into 
the Company’s treasury that year Alla Sicca 46,172-14, Rs. 5,015-12 
of which were in part of a balance for the year 1168. Wo therefore 
think that this pergunnah will not admit of any considerable increase 
while that balance remains unpaid. We are therefore of opinion that 
if this balance was given up the rent might be augmented ; and ^ wo 
are induced to recommend the giving up this balanci , as it gives 
occasion to the zemindar to oppress the tenants, and frequently to 
make unjust claims on that aocount. 

“Kashijora pergunuah has paid its full rent for the year 1171, 
amounting to Alia Sicca 1,07,209-15-14, and we judge this would, 
admit of some little increase. 

“ Shapur pergunnah has paid its full rent for 11 7 1 , amounting 
to Alla Sicca 62,825, and w© are of opinion this pergunnah would 
admit of an increase. These two pergunmihs may he justly esteemed 
urrmug the best of this ohuokla. Incursions of the MaUrattns have 
rendered them very thin of inhabitants, so that a great part remains 

# From Hugh Walt* to the JJon’bU' itinty VansMart, Esq., Proridimt anil nor, 
x ’"'-ytTh of tha Ctanimitw*'. LitncU, Mulnapm;, tho 1 ith Novf-mbor 17tU. 

t 10.m» A 11. .jiufifc io iho llou'lilu lluiuv ViiuoiKnit. Kki., Piooliiuiii nud Ouv«<»u<ii, rt.ii., 
•hmmiu ,.f L an( j 5 , dal*! Sort Willirtui, the* Hlh OovCinFur 17*1. 
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uncultivated. We therefore would recommend every 
to be given to the zemindar to # induce him to invite people into his 
country, as the only means of cultivating tho waste lauds, and, if 
properly attended to,’must in a few years be greatly improved, and 
will then admit of a considerable increase. 

“Khandar pergunnah. There is a considerable balance due 
from this pergunnah, which lias proceeded from the extravagance 
and negligence of the zemindars; but as it is*a very fine pergunnah, 
with care°and attention it will soon recover. Mr. Beaumont therefore 
lias taken the management out of the hands of tho zemindars, and has 
appointed tehsildars to collect the rents from the ryots, which we 
judge to be the best method to be pursued for the present. 

° u Amarsi pergunnah has never been able to pay tho tashkis, 
therefore tehsildars have been appointed in the same manner as at 
Khandar, and we think they should be continued. 

“Tuppch Narajol has paid its full rent for the year 1171, being 
Alla Sicca 8,old, and it is our opinion this pergunnah may be 
augmentod. 

“ Sabang pergunnah, we think, will, admit of an increase. 

“ Kedar pergunnah.—It has been with great difficulty that tho 
zemindar has been able to pay his rent for the year 1171: therefore 
wo do not think tliis pergunnah will hear any increase. 

44 Kharrakpur pergunnah, we are of opinion, will not bear any 

increase. # . 

44 Mayanachara pergunnah, we are of opinion, will admit of an 

increase. 

“ Kutubpur pergunnah has paid its full tashkis, but wo think 
will not admit of an augmentation without distressing the zemindars 

ai>d ^Dantamulta pergunnah.—this pergunnah has always been 
telisildar is appointed as at Khandar. Bhunyamutta, 

Katehpur, Bal arampur. 
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in arrears, a 

Bajarpur, Ivotasirsa, Dharinda, Oagnnpur, 

Tin- above seven pergunnahs may be increased. 

J Vrgitunalm Uttar Behar,' Partabhan, Julkapnr, Tuppeh Jumna, 
Matkudpur.—The above iivo pergunnahs will not, w« think, bear 
any increase. On the contrary wo apprehend it will be difficult to 

collect the full rents. • 

« p a tna Jautts has brought in the year 1171 All.-. biaea / 21, 

the lull tashkis. , . 

“ Bomjan and Batetaki lands were granted to a number of 
puiks, with their sirdars, to ho at the service of the Foujdar of 
Midnapore. Mr. Burdett sent a tehsildar to the different pergunnahs to 
foi-rn -.1 hus' ibood of them, and’which was settled at Its. l'b<K>0, 
cxclnMve of fts. 5.dat paid into the Sail-and lhaua Narayaugftr. '.tho 
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should be annexed to the respective pergunnahs where they are situated, 
as it will be attended with very little extraordinary expense to the 
zemindars in collecting these rents ; whereas they beiqg distributed in 
all the pergunnahs, the present renters are obliged to keep servants in 
every pergunmih to collect the rents, which must be attended with a con¬ 
siderable expense, and which would be mostly saved by being annexed 
to their respective pergunnahs ; consequently, these lands would soon 
admit of an increase. 

“ Sair Narayangar, &c. All the sairs we had thoughts of recom¬ 
mending to be put up at outcry, but we fear fhat many inconveniences 
and oppressions might arise from it: we therefore think it best to 
continue them, as at present, under the zemindars, as we do not apprehend 
the increase, if any, would be considerable. > ; . 

“ (hackla Jellasore, we think, requires the particular inspect iony>i 
the Chief We therefore would recommend that Mr. Watts should ^visit 
all the principal pergunnahs, and adjust the tashkis upon the spot. 

The Committee,* in reply, directed Mr. Watts to order the zemindars 
to attend, that, the tashkhis of the current year might be settled. Ho said 
u the season is too far advanced, and the heavy rains have so totally 
ruined many parts of the country that I am apprehensive an increase 
can hardly be made at present. On the contrary,-1 understand, many 
of the zemindars, chovvdries, and talookdars, are preparing petitions for 
an abatement of their rent for losses sustained by the overflowings 
of the waters. The reasons they will urge are, that many tracts of 
lards have been so totally destroyed that their tenants arc utterly 
unable to pay anx part of their rents, and even are w. distressed th»t 
timy are obliged to allow something for tho support of their families. 
This 1 have great reason to believe v y true from unayl have sent 
while in the pergimnah of Khaiular. L have directed an account ot 
tlio losses sustained in that pergunnah to be made out and pent by the 
different deodars. I shall send an ameeii to examine into tho truth ot 
their reports before I lay them before you. 

“ 2m////.-~The cheapness of gram throughout all tho porgunimha 
will make it ditlicult for them to collect the full rents from tho tenants 
whose lands have not met so total ruin; also that .they shall .-.uib-r 
greatly by it in their comar (khamar) lands. n 

“ The annulling the authority of the zemindars and a owing 
loom ti fixed income, and appointing officers on behalf of the • mpuny 
to collect the rents from the tenants, l am afraid, would be very 
prejudicial to the country. They are so reduced that if is <*u. ot 
their power to do harm to the Company's affair*, and n encouraged 
(which granting leases will dob they well may be of great service, the 
assignment or allowance for their maintenance also to the zemindars 
and chowdries, with tlie charges of the collections, must greatly exceed 
thr iuorense of revenues; flu* if such u scheme 1 ikes plan . and the 
lands made the property of the Company, 1 believe 1 do not exceed 
in saying that about 3,000 families in justice should bo mainlined 
by us; that is, so many would K: deprived ot lands which they havo 
either held for many genemti >ns or have bought of tho zemindars. 


* From K. Wrttln ; Oh. Hull'll 1 ' limtv Viu.oM ■» IT. hi I. i,t nml (luvurnor. &«\ V. iiibrr- 
pMiiuni J. . ,,1 l.urrli -K . 1 M..I- U-r C i >' v-u,l- 1/iU. 
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this country has Leon ceded to the Company it has flourished, 
and will continue to do so as long as the zemindars and talookdars find 
either mildness of our government; but if wo are too hard or oppres¬ 
sive, there is great reason to expoct it will rather decline. 

' “ I have been to visit the pergunnah of Khandar, and was in 
hopes to have found a hustabood of that pergunDah; but there are none 
but of the Collsha lands, which would not be sufficient to make good 
the tashkis, and to form a new hustabood and juminabuudec must 
but be attended with a very great expense. Besides, if we let leases to 
the zemindars, such a step would make them suspect the lease was only 
made to increase their rent; that as soon as it was expired, or it suited 
our conveniency, wo would deprive them of our zemindaries. I would 
therefore have your permission to defer it for the present, till I have 
conversed with the people and scon more of the country. I also promise 
to lay before you early next year a complete plan for the settling 
the taslikis for tho futuro year, for which purpose I will visit tho 
pergunnahs as soon as the season and business will permit. 

I request the favour you will order to be seut me as soon as 
possible Mr. Johnstone’s accounts currents with tho different pergunnahs, 
from which ho found his tashkhis.” 


'Later in the year, in December, the Government decided* that as 
the collection of the balances due from the zemindar of the pergunnah 
(d Midnapore for tho Orissa year 1168 was made a handle by the 
zennndar for great exactions on the ryots, the whole of tho balances 
was to be given up; but an advance was to be made in the tashkhis 
of that pergunnah for the current year equivalent thereto, “ or/’ said 
they, “ as far as you may think it will admit of.” As that pergunnah 
appeared to have recovered itself greatly since the establishment of the 
3(residency at Midnapore, it was hoped that it would easily bear the 
advance. Mr. Walts already had been directed to settle the tashkhis 
of the current year, and it was said that therefore no present reso- 
Lition for annulling tho authority of the zemindars appeared necessary, 
nor was it the intention of Government to do so while they paid up the 
tashkhis. When the increase that might be made on the tashkhis of 
the several porguimahs was laid before the President and Council, they 
■would bo able, they said, to judge how far it would be advantageous 
to continue tire leases to the zemindars “ agreeable to those tashkhis” 
for a fix r d number of years. 


In the same month of December the Resident, Mr. Watts, reported! 
that the pergunnahs of Amarsi and Dantamutta were not able to pay 
tho tashkhis of the past year ; in fact, Amarsi had never paid..it, and 
thuro were balances against it, including Pulbandi, amounting to 
lis. 18,650-8-10 for 1168,1170, and 1171. no part of which, it was fe 
vvr .i r I bo reordered. In 1169 tho tashkhis had been reduced to about 
lbs. I .j,r>oo All i he circumstances showed that the country could not pay 
so heavy a rash kb is without the greatest oppression on the zemindars 
ui’d iolookdars and ryots, who were really so poor as not to bo able to 
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advance anything. Therefore, taking an agreement from them could 
answer no end but the accumulating of balances. Mr. Watts recom¬ 
mended that Amarsi be settled for Its. 25,000 for five 3 ears, and 
security should be taken for tho payment, but no part of the old 
balances should be asked for, as the sum was.more than was ever 
collected. Dantamutta also was in balance for 1108, 110!), 1170, 1171, 
altogether Rs. 4,270, nor could it pay its tashkhis; Ks. 700 should be 
a jated, and then the rents would be paid up, and the zemindars and 
talookdars, &c., be relieved from inconveniences attending demands 
which they were unable to comply with. The country was thin of 
inhabitants, and scarcely cultivated. The zemindars, chowdries, and 
talookdars of Khandar, were reduced to extremities. However, they were 
willing to engage to pay the tashkhis agreeably to tho terms of tho past 
yejir, and to liquidate the balances in three yearly payments if 
Mr Watts would recall the tehsildars, “ which/’ Air. Watts said in his 
address to Government, “if I have your approbation I would comply 
with, for I have so ^ecumd.everything that they have nothing to 
support themselves with.” 

1 ^ ore S°* u £ notes describe with reasonable diffuseness the action 
Ukon by the Midnapore authorities in 1764 in the land revenue 
aummistration of the province. Before the close of the following year 
fkivf* a ^ S Was re ^ Gve( l by Mr. Graham,* who, on receiving charge of 
t ie Midnapore factory, informed the Government that* three months of 
toe now year had nearly elapsed, and that the present was the proper 
/eason * or regulating the tashkhis of the lauds. He therefore sug- 
gc-ated that instructions might be afforded him. In replyf lie was 
directed not to settle the collections for less than what the lands had 
yielded in the previous year in tho district, lie was to inform 
aimsell and make such advances as upon inquiry he might judge 
ue lands would bear consistently with the good of the country. 
n a subsequent letter^ Air. Graham was informed that Air. Vernik 
was appointed Supervisor of the Collections of Midnapore on tho same 
00 mg as at Burdwan. Mr. Graham was to cornu to no positive agrec- 
rneu with the farmers until Air. Verelst’s arrival. There was great 
a 7° * l0 P e that the collections might be very considerably inen osed 
wi xout over-rating the lands or la3'ing the people under any real 
grievance. Mr. Graham was to make the strictest inquiry into the 
UC ‘fih v , ae °* lands, in order that he might assist the Supervisor 
SHtJi such intelligence as flight enable him to let them upon leases 
more advantageous than had hitherto been granted. In reply to the 
uruers first received Air. Graham reportedg that he had summoned tho 
several zemindars to repair to Midnapore for the purpose of adjustment 
* tue tashkhis, when such an nmronaa wnnld L© levied upf>n the present 

id yield without risk of 
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^The cause of Mr. Watts’ removal from Midimpore was the belief 
that the business of the Midimpore province was not of sufficient 
importance to require the presence and direction of a Member of the " 
Board. Mr. Watts, however, was allowed to remain in Midnapore,* 
lor three months, if his private business should require his continuance 

there for some time. ». 

Mr. Graham took exception to Air. Verelst s appointment; for he 

_>i j sorry to he given to understand by this resolution that 

Your Lordship, &c., gentlemen, deem nifc unequal to the appointment 
I pove had the honour to receive from you ; for. after its being declared 
a . t ] ie unanimous < pinion of the Council that this Residency was not a 
station which required the presence of a Member of the Board, either 
niy integrity or capacity must, I am afraid, stand very defective in their 
esteem to occasion the nomination of a Member of the Select Com¬ 
mittee to settle the revenues of such an inconsiderable province, and 
supervise the proceedings of the Resident ” Mr. Graham had submitted 
au estimate of the increase that enuld be made in the revenues of the 
province. If that estimate should meet with the approbation of the 
Committee, he trusted they would not see the necessity of. lessening 
his authority, which he thought must always prove of prejudice to the 
public business in the absence of the Supervisor. Ho continued, “As 
to your proposition of letting the lauds upon more advantageous leases 
than have beefc hitherto granted, it must proceed from your not being 
sufficiently advised of the constitution of this province. 1 
part of the land occupied by farmers; the whole is possessed by the 
hereditary zemindars, who derive their rights from original sun hub 
granted to their ancestors. By these they arc entitled to the residue 
of the rents, after paying the Government revenue; aud when the 
increase is add 'd to their former payments, T do not apprehend that 
there will remain for their proportion more than a scanty maintenance, 
which, were they to be dispossessed of entirely, must always be allowed 

thorn ,,+ 

i n reply to' the objection regarding his.appointment as Supervisor, 
Mr Verelst replied^,— My appointment as Supervisor was not of my 
seeking hut the request- of the Commit,to... Their sense of the business 
is chat it is not yet fixed on a determinate plan, au<J have thoiefoie 


, p\ ( , m LordCJm- W. H. Sumner, John Cnmnc, .dhl H. 1. vee^ter, lo Hugh V-U K»q 
Miilnap«»rt' dated Fort William, the 7tU itotober 17: *>• * 

^ tr. Oin liiirht Hoi/ble Lord Clive, Pr«M. 

i ho 24th December I 


t Vf.im tlie liesidcnt to the t'-'ht Hw/W.' l."r<l I'livo, Pr-Menl and Oovnrnnr,, 4c.. Gtatlom* 


of the Select Commiitec of Port William, dated Midiwpor-, 

showing the nature of the y.omindari teanre in Midimpore may not be anemea out 
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desired me to continue it. Your earnestness for the annulment of this 
appointment, I do suppose, arises from the motive you mention ; hut I 
cannot think your situation unbecoming the rank you hold in thp 
service any more than Mr. Ashburner at Burdwan. Were you in 
Calcutta you would be under thp immediate orders of one of the members 
of the Board, unless in'one or two offices. As for my depriving you 
of any credit in your business, the’strictest justice has been already 
done you iu the representation of affairs to the (Jourt of Directors.” 

From their minutes of consultation* it is seen that the Board 
considered that Mr. Graham had received his instructions for making a 
circuit of the Midnapore and Jellasore provinces from the Select Com¬ 
mittee. His observations should consequently have been addressed to 
them or to Mr. Verelst, the Supervisor of those provinces, under 
, whose immediate directions Mr. Graham had been ordered to act. 
It was therefore unanimously resolved that Mr. Graham’s address to 
fho Board on the subject of Mr. Verelst’s appointment was not only 
quite irregular, but that the manner in which ho spoke of the 
resolution of the Board was highly unbecoming ; the style of 
his letter iu general authoritative, and by no means consistent with 
the respect the Board should ever insist on from every inferior. It 
was agreed therefore that Mr Graham’s letter he delivered to 
Mr. Verelst, and that he be desired to make him acquainted with 
these their sentiments. 

In February ITGtif the Committee permitted advances of money 
to be made for the cultivation of the lands during the ensuing season 
(for which Mr. Verelst had shown them there was immediate necessity), 
so long as Mr. Graham received for the same no groater interest than 
from 20 to 24 per cent, per annum. He was on no account to exceed 
tbo latter rate. Mr Verelst, in writing to Mi. Graham, said,— u Ihopo 
this measure will prove satisfactory and advantageous to yourself.” 

In March Mr. Graham was rocommendedf to persevere in making 
a careful scrutiny of the zemindars’ private accounts in Midnapore and 
Jellasore; he would by this moans gain a complete and just valuation of 
the lands. This scrutiny was* subsequently postponed till July. By 
viMfqng parts of the district it was said ho would have an opportunity 
to hoar and redress the complaints of the ryots, obtain a knowledge 
°f the waste lands, and encourage the cultivation. The extraordinary 
expense Mr. Graham would incur ou this occasion he was to charge to 
the Company, but the Committee recommended his being as saving as 
possible* They further appointed him an allowance of Ks. 12,000 per 
annum for the expenses of his table, &o., to be charged by him 
monthly. 

No Wroaohmonts were in future to bo made on the new year for 
the payment of the preceding year’s balances; all old balances that 
wore not recoverable were to ho struck off. 

The nankarof the canoongos wae eshvined a Sufficient and ml. quote 
allowance to them for tneir trouble and the maintenance of tln-ir 


* Extract fr< :n the Mioott* * f C-nsultatinn dated 14*b April )70tl, being tbo cm * >u.c Wtlia 
U’ti. r from H, ’ rci u i Mr. .John tiraliana, ilmvd Calcutta, tho t.' .1 April 17Cl>. 
t From 11 Verelst tv the Knsidetit, dated Calcutta, the 10iU February l76t». 

X Erorn it. Vorulkt to iJr. John Orvhfint. at Miduapore, dated Calcutta thu 17th tiurcL ’./tk). 
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les. The Committee were of opinion that the office of “ conguy 
(canoongo) would hereafter bo found unnecessary, and did not choose 
any further appointments should be made; but in consideration of the 
present canoongos having so long held their appointments, they were 
willing that they and their children should continue, but on their 
demise the office was to cease. Mr. Verelst had in the early part of 
the year expressed himself* as convinced that the establishments of all 
•conguys’ ” (canoongos’) allowances were fixed, like commission, which 
ought to fall in proportion on every part of the revenue. The “ conguy V’ 
rusum,.&c., at Midnapore did not, which fact convinced Mr. Verelst 
they were taking what they had no authority for; for if the existing 
mode was not more beneficial, they would not pursue it. Their nankar 
lie believed also to be established, and he ventured to say that a greater 
quantity would be found in tb.fiir possession than they had a right to. 
Mr. Watts had told Mr. Verelst that in the estimation he had made of 
what the “conguys ” received he had included the nankar, which made 
it amount to Its. 70,000. 

In October of the year, however, to remove the apprehensions, it 
was sail, of the then existing canoongo, he was to be advised that the 
Committee approved of his continuing in his office.f Accordingly 
Rg. 5,000 a year were sanctioned for the expense of writers employed 
under the canoongo at the Midnapore and pergunnak cutchemos. 

On the subject of eanoongo3 there are quoted in the appendix 
three letters} extracted from later records, which will to a great extent 
show the origin of the office, the nature of the duties expected from 
canoongos, and the mode and extent of the remuneration which was 
allowed them. 

In April 1766 Mr. Graham § was employed, pursuant to the orders 
from the Select Committee noted above, in making a circuit of the 
Midnapore and Jellasore provinces. He wrote from Agraohar,— 1 “The 
lands of this pergunnah are 6$ annas in possession ot the chowdhry 
and 9| annas in the hands of 18 talookdars; but I am sorry to 
understand and observe that they are far from being in a flourishing 
state. According to the accounts which the chowdhry and talookdars 
themselves render, the malgoozaree is paid from the rents of about 
6,000 beegbas which is cultivated, whilst upwards of 10,000 bceghas of 
arable ground is lying wa^te, exclusive of the jungles and bazoo zemiu. 
] vast year the chowdhry and talookdars executed an obligation to 
Mr. Watts to cultivate 2,500 bceghas of thisjand, but I do not find they 
have exceeded 500. In short, I see no prospect of getting such a 
quantity of land cultivated but by dividing it into talooks and 
appointing such responsible persons as may offer to talooks of 1,000 or 
1,000 beeghas. Depending, therefore* that this method will be Approved 
ot. as touding both to the Company’s interest and the good of the 
onuntry, I have issued a proclamation accordingly in the outchorry which 
now uiov-js with me, ftt the oute!u,-rry of Midnapore, and in thr ouicherry 


Ki >m ji. Varelut to Mr. John Orabutn, dated Calcutta, too U3rJ fonnary 17d(*. 
t *' to Air. John Or.ihaui, dated Calcutta, the lltb Octobe r 1 700. 

J Vuk Aj poadiri v No . 1, ’J, nmi 3, 

t} Kxtrfw 'from Mr. Oruham'. irtnsrl.i cm thfl nurgxumah of Agraebar, in th* province of 
.nlltitu bring tooloiurc t° b' I'Uur to llarry Vorelat, Koq., Ate., tioiatleuum oi Council, at i'ort 
\\ iUUiR* tint oil Agrhdjar tbs UtU April 170C. 
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of the pergunnah. The terms I have stipulated for the pottahs to the 
ryots are as follows:— 


Lands which produce other crops besides paddy 
to pay— 

The 1st year ... 6 annas per bcegha. 
.. 2nd „ ... 11 „ „ „ 

1 rupee 


3jd 


Lands which produce only paddy to pay— 

4 annas per bcegha 
8 » r v 

12 » if v 


The’lst year 
„ 2nd „ 
3rd „ 


aud tbe talookdar's tashkis with the Company to be settled agreeable 
to the produce of this jummabundee. If responsible people are 
encouraged from these terms to collect ryots and come and settle on the 
lands, a very large increase of revenue may bo expected to accrue to 
the Company iu the course of a few years; for I understand that the 
most of the pergunnalis of Jellasore are in the same situation, and 


I intend to make the same publication in them as I advance. 

“ In the meantime, as I observe by the computation of ryots that 


a much greater number in proportion are settled upon the talookaars 
lands, I imagine they may be able to cultivate more than what they 
at present hold pottahs for. I have therefore issued a purwamiah offering 
them pottahs on the above terms for whatever they will undertake to 
cultivate of the waste lands over and above their stated leases. l»y 
this method we may expect some little advantage until there is time for 
persons to offer and accept of talooks.' ? # ‘ __ , 

In the same month of April Mr. Graham visited both Turkachar 

Mr. Verelst concurred + with Mr. Graham in thinking that f he 
dividing the waste lands into talooks would induce cultivation, and 
would probably be successful. It was said that the country mus m\o 
suffered considerably for want of rain, for complaints were heard rom 
every part. Mr. Verelst considered that the revenues ot the comntry 
were liable to rise and fall, to adjust which the Government should ever 
particularly attend to the just valuation of the lands alone. ^ lne 
intent of the circuit Mr. Grahrm had been engaged in was principally 
to attain to a certain knowledge of that valuation, in order that when¬ 
ever an addition to the revenue was made it should on ly bo where, on 
an euuitable inquiry, it was found to be no oppression to the iyo.s. 
In May Mr. Verelst wrote§ that the very great drought ot the 
had certainly given reasonable cause for the £eiuindais comp ain s, \e 
abided that he had received many of the kind from Burdwan a so * in 


sluirt, flic grievance hud been general. Should Mi. Git 


thana find their 


sufferings eo great as absolutely to disifble them from complying "dh 
their revenues, he was to make an estimate from tbe best information 
he could procure of what might be thought an equitable indulgence. 
The revenues wore, however, said to bo well paid up||. Whatever old 
ad better not be brought into the now books, but 
i opportunity should hereafter 
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^otfcu r of recovering any part, to which Mr. Graham should give a 
proper attention. 

* In October the Committee particularly recommended* the annual 
circuit of Midnapore and Jellasore, and tliey determined that the same 
should be adopted by every succeeding Resident. Such balances as 
were irrecoverable were ordered to be written off; and to prevent the 
revenues . of the provinces :n general falling short of what they were 
estimated at in the previous year, the Committee desired Mr. Graham to 
increase, on such lauds as were most capable of hearing the same, a sum 
equal to what it might be necessary to decrease in the others. It was 
further ordered that the tashkhis in future was to be made in sicca 
rupees. All Khushnishin lands held under undue aufchoiity, or without 
authority, were ordered to be immediately resumed, as the king by his 
treaty had engaged himself not to grant any sunnuds to the detriment 
of the revenues. In this year the Committee said that they would give * 
the most positive orders to the cqjirt of outcherry in Calcutta never 
tu interfere in any disputes where the ryots of Miduapore might be 
enneeraed. They intended to direc that the dispute regarding the 
Kashijora Itaja, Kashijora being a pergunnah in the district, should 4 
be dismissed that court. 

In this yearf also the Mayanachara Raja, as he was called, wished 
to be allowed to pay his rents in Calcutta by bills payable to the 
President and Council. lie was, however, ou suitable representations 
made by Mr. Graham, refused the indulgence, because of his unseemly 
behaviour to Mr. Graham, whom ho ought to have looked upon as 
Chief. He was further iV'bidden to repair to Calcutta while his 
revenues remained so backward without the least representation of 
a complaint, or without having first advised with Mr. Graham ou the 
subject 4 

At the commencement of Mr. Vausitferf’s residence in Midnapore • 
the Collector-General wrote to him in the following termsj :.— 4 * May 
your residence answer your most sanguine expectations, and be assured 
of my inclination to contribute to it all in my power. Your intended 
circuit through the provinces under your charge is necessary on many 
accounts, and I recommend the ryots particularly to your attention, 
whose distance from the fountain-head makes them more liable to 
oppression.' ? Alluding to some exactions in Kashijora, he said Ct that 
the Mangun was only an expedient for enabling the Raj ah to pay off 
some old private debts, and ha^probutly fully answered the purpose. 
We may connive at, but cannot avowedly countenance, such an 
Imposition* and you will be pleased to acquaint the Rajah that it ri 
expected there will be no necessity for renewing it. next year, (fad if, 
arisen from over-rating the rents, it would then have been our business 
f o interfere to relieve both the Rajah and ryots.* * * The three 

heads of the Mahtoot you recommend must at all events be continued, 
is must the other two even, if they are of two or three years' standing. 


9 From II. Vcrobit to Mr. John Graham, datf.4 'aicittir. tlo* 14th October J760. 

1 From H, VcroUt to Mr. tfofcn Graham, dated Calcutta, flm ‘JBtli May 17W>. 

t Krwin H. \ crGst i i Mr. J.rbn Graham d.ii <1 (.’Alctlha, tho ;)nt c .‘t-.-rnb- ' 

'] From Claud Mr. Vauiiltart, Iiciitlo?a *t Midruipori*, lat^ul Calcutta, the 2u*l 

April 17 97. 
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These money exactions are but a bad system at any rate, but there 
is no remedy without making a fair hustabood, which both the Rajah 
and Company, I fancy, will be equally averse to. However, it is on 
object I have in view, as I am convinced it will be for the interest 
of the Company, and at the same time relieve the poor ryots from 
many oppressions.” 

Referring to periodical visits to all parts of the district, the head 
of the Government said* “I approve much of your making the circuit 
of the Midnapore and Jellasore provinces. If the same was done every 
year, it would certainly redound to the advantage of the Company as 
well as to the ease of the ryots.” 

Later in the year the Collector-General wrote again on the subject 
of the exactions. He remarkedf : — “ I understand that rents under the 
title of mangun, &c., have been oftentimes collected by the zemindars 
and talookdurs on some of the bazy zamin in an unsettled and 
oppressive manner. I would recommend that the said lands should 
be freed from such arbitrary exactions, and that in their room an 
established rate of rent should be fixed, proportionately to what lias 
from time to time been levied. The Patnajautt and Sair Narayangrr 
are at present, as you represent, collected by various hands from 
many different districts, independent of the zemindars, and at an 
expense that may be saved by directing the future collections to bo 
made by the zemindars in the several districts, which will tend much 
to the ease and happiness of the tenants, support of the proper 
authority of the zemindar, and advantage to the Company, as there is 
the greatest reason to think more is collected than is brought to account , 
which the zemindars themselves will readily agree to pay if the 
collections are put under their direction.” 

On the subject of the extension of cultivation ho said,—“ \ou will 
please, sir, to be attentive to the chakeran lands that can be resumed with 
propriety, and to give the necessary orders for reducing the forts that 
still remain in possession of the natives in thana Fatehabad ; aud as I 
understand there are quantities of land still uncultivated iu the district* 
under your Residency, I strongly recommend it to you, sir, to give 
every reasonable encouragement for people to settle and improve such 
lands, by which means the Company in time will reap considerable 
advantages, and I must own it is the mode of increase to their revenues 
I am most anxious to promote.” 

The inquiry which Mr. Watts bad initiated, and which subse¬ 
quently Mr. Graham had taken up, regarding the validity of Khusluu- 
shiu tenures, was resumed in this year by Mr. Vansittart with the 
concurrence aud approval of the Collector-General. + Apparently the 
inquiries hitherto made lmd been productive of but little results. If, 
was said§ that in Kashijora, to which pergunnah these tenures seemed to 
be peculiar, of .about -3,700 families contained therein 1,500 were 
composed of Kliushnishbs, a people who were in possession of a huge 

* From if. Vcrelat to Goorge Vansittart, !>,<].. dated Calcutta, tho 1th April I7tf7. 

t From tiiehord Jdcchar, Collector-Ci-••acral, co George VanattUU, Esq dated Calcutta, tlio 
flrh Oetob. r 1707. 

I From Claud* to Mr Yunattfav!, dated Calcutta, tho 7th May 3 700. 

, ? From thj Resident to Uluud Russell, Kjq.,Oollectyr-G«‘iuraI, dated Muyanacbir, tho lnt. May 

t / h7. 
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ity of land rent-free, which, for many generations had been conti¬ 
nually receiving additions and had never been subjected to any dimi¬ 
nution. The Resident wrote, — “ Some of them have real sunnuds from 
former kings, nabobs, or zemindars, for the whole of their possessions, 
and some for part; some have forged themselves sunnuds, and others 
protend they had sunnuds formerly, but have lost them by fire or 
robbery, or other accidents ; and all, when they had once possessed 
themselves of any lands, whether by grants or by forgery or bribery 
or fraud, have never failed to combine together to prevent the zemin¬ 
dars from making any resumptions. Mr. Watts during his residence 
appointed five persons to examine into the claims of these Khushnishins, 
and Mr. Graham added another to the number. These persons accord¬ 
ingly made some inquiries, and some of the Khushnishins having been 
convicted of forgery the Rajah insisted on rents from them. lie has 
not, however, been regularly authorized to do it, nor has the greater 
part of the claims been examined into, nor any final resolution taken 
concerning any of them. I have therefore added to the number of 
inquirers one person more, whom the Khushnishins themselves desired ; 
and to these seven persons, consisting of the tehsildar, two ameens, the 
deputy chowdry, the deputy cauzy, and the two canoongoes, I have 
issued a purwannah to the following purport. That they are to examine 
into the claims of all the Khushnishins ; that where they unanimously 
agree concerning the justness of any one’s claim, the Rajah is to grant 
him a fresh sunnud witnessed by them ; that where they unanimously 
agree concerning the injustice of claims, they must give a writing to tho 
Rajah under their hands and seals, permitting him to seize the lands 
in question ; that the Rajah, having received the said written permission, 
may seize the lands whenever he pleases, unless the possessor will con¬ 
sent to take a putta and pay rents in the same manner as other ryots; 
that whore any one of the aforesaid seven persons differs in opinion from 
the rest concerning the justice or injustice of a claim, it is to be referred 
to my decision, and that they are to send me weekly accounts of their 
proceedings. By this means a considerable quantity of land may be 
added to the Company’s malgoozaree, and there is very little danger 
of any oik 'a being deprived of his just rights. With your permission, 
therefore, I shall pursue the like method in any other pergunnah where 
tho like complaints may be made to me. I shall likewise inform myself 
as perfectly as possible of the number of Khushinshins in every per- 
guimah, audit may hereafter be worthy of consideration whether a great 
part of those who have sunnuds ought not to bo subjected to the pay- 
meni of some rents, suppose half of what is paid by the others ryots.” 

In tho preceding chapter has been already described the subjuga- 
f i*>n "l’f lie western pergunuahs by Lieutenant Fergusson, who was 
'biu/god also with th • r Betiloumni for purposes of land revenue. Added 
to a soldierly love for his militan. duties and zeal and iiitelligeic’i 
in thoir performance, he possessed a cool and calculating mind m 
Hi" peaceable imllleiHoi.it of Uis ooniqueafs. The annual, revenue of the 
pergummhs to bo in future dependent on the Balavurhpur than a he 
fixed to hi Us. 6,811-5-9,* thus distributed— Jambunni, Alla Sicca 


• From Joint Kergnft&gu to J Giuliani, K*q 


it! lUttki 


bniRnmjiur. die 14tii February 17*47 
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Pemmnahs. 

Jambunni 
Jhatibunni or Silda 
Kara gar 

Lai gar or Snnkaktl 
Jlmrgram 
Chiara 
Digparoi 


J am mas of 1876. 

R s. A. P. 
7('5 12 8 
793 14 6 
717 0 9 
912 15 5 
258 1 10 
311 15 9 
141 10 5 


_ 616;* Jhatibunni, Rs. 703; Ramgar, Rs. 61G; Sankakulia, 

Rs. 879-11-6; Supur, Rs. 548-5; Amainagar, Rs. 311-2; Barahabhum, 
Rs. 441-5-9 ; Manbhoom, Rs. 316-2 ; Chhatna, Rs. 879-11-6. Jhargram, 

■which belonged to Janpur ihafiti, 
was settled lor Rs 400-11. In the 
margin are shown the jummas now 
paid for some of the jungle pergunnalis 
which are still part of the Midnapore 
district. Baliabera was settled foi 
Rs. 800 ;f Chiara and Barajit, parts of 
Roll ini, for Rs. 200 and Rs. 400 respec¬ 
tively ; Kiarchand for Rs. 85-8; Digparoi for Rs. 100. J Perguimoh 
Arngabad was incorporated with Manbhoom. The zemindar said that 
it was Arngabad pergunnah that enabled him to pay anything, 
for that Manbhoom had never any jumma. 

On the subject of the increase to the land revenue by the settlement 
of the western jungles, the Collector-General made the following 
remarks§ I have duly received your favours of the 21st and 22nd 
instant, enclosing a general statement of the tashkis settled tor the 
Midnaporo and Jellasore provinces for the present year, and i parti¬ 
cular oho for the several districts in the jungles to the westward of 
Midnapore, with a kisthundee for the payment of the whole, all which 
1 have entirely perused, and approve of your adjustments. But as I 
observe the settlement for the western jungles for last year was not 
completed till after you took charge of your Residency, andTherefore not 
included in the general one formed previous thereto, I think it would bo 
as well to consider it abstractedly, which will give us a truer idea ot 
the increase arising from our new acquisitions, viz. 

“ The amount of the tashkis settled for 1766-67 in January last, 
abstracted from those for the western jungles :— 

Rs. A. P. 


The amount of the tashkis 
xS T ow settled for 1767-68 is 
Deduct for the western jungles . 


8,26.701 

22,683 


The difference is 

Add the amount of tashkis now 

settled for the western jungles ... 22.683 3 4 

Deduct the amount of tashkis for 

last year ... ... 14,840 8 12 


Rs. A. P. 
8,13,168 13 6 

8.04,018 8 16 
9,150 0 U 


Remains 


8,342 10 12 


Which, being taken from the above 
leaves thi‘decrease, as you repre- 

. Alla Sicca 


807 5 


• Frmn Join* Porgusson to J. Ora ham, 1C;;., doled MnubUptm), ike Mil March J'OJ* 
t From .John Forguaaon to tioorgo ViKwiu.ivt, K*q., d.iicd Bu'ur .n;u\r, the 2‘Uh &1 u 1.67. 

J VmuJ okn Fmgu^on i j G«or*o Vriosu wi. Pm|., d*ud H.ilmmmair. tbo »t». June l?d7. , 

$ From Richard Bookor, ColUctor-Oiuortt;, to ttcovge Vauwiiart-. dated C’ak-uitu, cbv‘Jdth 
December 1707. 
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“From a statement of the tashkis settled for thana Balarampur 
which was received in March last, the amount of revenue agreed for 
hat division for last year appears to be Alla Sicca Rs. 5,309-6-4, 
whereas in the one you have now sent me it is rated at no more than Alla 
Sicca Rs. 4,470-9-8. I therefore desire you will explain to me how the 
difference arises.'” 

It is needless here, however, to attempt to reconcile discrepancies ; 
the object in view is to show generally the increase to the revenue by 
the new acquisitions. Before they were brought under the Resident's 
immediate management they were rented to the zemindar of Midna- 
pore, or the Rani, as she was commonly spoken of, for Alla Sicca 
Rs. 1,298-2-3, and so formed a part of the tashkhis stated for the 
Midnapore pergunnah.* 

In reference generally to the settlement of the district for tho year 
1767, it was saidf that notwithstanding the unfavourableness of the 
season the amount was only Rs. 800 less than what it was the prece¬ 
ding year. As the deductions which had been made on account of the 
drought in July and August and the inundations in October were but 
temporary, there was a certain prospect of a considerable future 
increase. 

In his last circuit the Resident found* in the several pergunnaha 
belonging to the Midnapore and Jcllasore ehaklas about 80,000 beeghas 
of land uncultivated, exclusive of what was purposely left w r aste for 
roads, &e., and what was deemed unfit for cultivation. Of this quantify 
he provided for the cultivation of 34,000 beeghas, and he flattered 
himself that the whole would bo cultivated in two more years. Thero 
had been a severe drought in the months of July and August and 
violent floods in the beginning of October, and it was very certain that 
the Midnapore and Jellasore ehaklas had in many parts suffered 
very considerable damage. According^ to the accounts which the 
zemindars and talookdars delivered, the amount of the losses was about 
half the produce of the two ehaklas. It appeared, however, from local 
inquiry that the amount of the losses, partly by the drought and 
partly by the floods, was nearly a fourth of the produce. The || whole 
amount of the deductions eventually proposed to be allowed to those 
perguunahs which had suffered the severest lessee, and were the least 
able to bear them, was Rs. 13,350. The zemindars, Ac., agreed to the 
same tashkis as was settled for the previous year. A proposal was at the 
same time -mule to increase the tureavee lent to the zemindars by the 
orders of tin Select Committee (Rs. 58,600), or else that that sum should 
be withheld for the present and collected with the rents of tho next 
year. The zemindars would undoubtedly be obliged, in order to carry 
on the cultivation of their lands, to make larger advances than usual 
to the ryots whoso crops had Buffered by the uufavourableness of the 
seasons. 




* From lli 
lioernihrr 170/ 
t Frorfi i lio It 
DmMn) r r 1707. 

. 1 . From the Ft 


Resident to Richard Beeber, E#q., Collector-General, dated Midnapore, the 3C»th 
cut to Richard Becher, Collector-General, dated Midtmporo, the 2ht 


lent to Ivu Viard Berber, Enq., dnt. 1 Midnapore. tho imh November 1707. 
l »om the V:* ViJi ul lo Richard Richer. K>q., dated Midnapore, the 17tl\ Novorobor 1707. 
From > : R. Mdmt to Richard Bccfcrr. E&q., dated Midnapore, the 29th November 1707. 




miSTlfy 


( 101 ) 




Without at all advocating a return to, or in the slightest degree 
defending, the old forms of practice and procedure, it would be well 
to contrast the manner in which the officials of former days treated 
the ryots and people dependent on them with the caution and fear 
of the law which now characterizes tho behaviour of the authorities 
towards them. The habits and modes of thought among the people 
are the same now as they were a hundred years' ago. The same 
impatience of the orders of the local officials, the same alacrity to take 
refuge in appeal, and the same deceit and cunning, prevail now as they 
did in 1767. But the patriarchal and despotic Government of tho old 
days has departed from those who now conduct the management of 
affairs, and in their place, it is feared, is too often noticed either a 
positive fear of action, or disinclination to go beyond the straitened 
scope of mere duty. Some of tho Kashijora ryots in 1767 were not 
satisfied wdth the treatment they received at the hands of the Resident 
witli regard to the disposal of some revenue matters. They forthwith 
had recourse to a deputation to Calcutta to the Collector-Gen oral, 
Mr. Claud Russell, who wrote to Mr.. Graham* * * § that having learnt 
that some of the Kashijora ryots were at Calcutta, ho had three of 
them brought to him and ordered them to return immediately to lay 
their complaints before Mr. Graham. A peon was sent with them to 
see that they did not trifle with him. It seems Mr. Graham was 
excessively displeased with the ryots for their recourse to Mr. Russell, 
and because of certain misstatements they had made regarding the 
success of their appeal to him, and he expressed his feelings to that 
gentleman, who again wrotef “ So far from making promises to tho 
Kashijora ryots while they were at Calcutta, I w r ould not even hear wdiaf 
they had to say, as in my absence I would discourage every complaint 
but through the channel of the Resident. I would not even see them 
but while I could put the letter for Mr. Graham into their hands 
with a geuoral assurance that he would inquire into their grievances. 
I could wish therefore the heads of them had a public chastisement 
for their assertions.” The ryots betook themselves a second time 
to Calcutta, but Mr. Russell wi otej:—“ I have yet seen or heard nothing 
of the Kashijora ryots; their behaviour is to the last degroe insolent, 
and if they do oome to me I shall immediately return them to Midna- 
pore under a guard, with certificates of their appearance upon their 
backs, which will be the most effectual method of teaching them hotter 
manners for the future.” In reply § Mr. Vansittarfc wrote that 
part of the Kashijora ryots had returned from Calcutta. They tried 
to persuade him that the Collector-General had determined that 
something should be refunded to them. They were not believed. 
Mr. Vansittart concluded they bad made their escape from Calcutta 
without Mr. RusselFs knowledge, upon being informed of his intention 
to punish them. Mr. Yansittart therefore gave the three principal of 


* From Claud Rusadl to Mr. Giah&to, Evident at Midpaporo, dated Calcutta, tho tilth 
March 1707. 

t From Cluud Ru?soll to Georgo VanpUtart, Esq., dated Calcutta, ttu* 7th April 1707 

I From Claud Enroll to George Vans:!tart, E ;q., dated Calcutta, tho UHh April 17 uj. 

§ From the Evident to Claud Buiwoll, Esq., Collect olvGenoral, dnled Agracbar, the 7th 
May 1787. 
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m^rna severe flogging for their repeated insolences, and then seat them 
back to Kashijora with assurances of his protection from all injuries in 
case of their good behaviour, and threats of a more rigorous treat¬ 
ment if they should merit it for tho future. Mr. Russell, on being 
informed of what Mr. Yansittart had done, expressed his satisfaction 
in language which in tho present day would perhaps be considered 
extremely 0 unbecoming* “ In my letter of the 7th I acquainted you 
how the Kashijora ryots slipped through my fingers. I have since 
had the pleasure to receive yours of the same date, and glad I am 
that these dogs have at last met with their deserts. They will 
behave better in future, I hope, and it will be a more striking lesson 
to others not to fall into the same error than if they had been punished 
here.” 

The non-liability of the zemindars to bear the expense of the 
construction, maintenance, and repair of large embankments, was 
expressly declared in the case of Kashijora and other perguunahs 

Tho Resident saidf “The custom of Orissa exempts the ryots 
from the payment of poolbundy, not only in Kashijora and Amarsi, but 
likewise iu Kutubpur, Mayanaohar, and throughout tho Midnapore 
and Jellasoro districts, and compensation is made to those pergunnahs 
where an expense for poolbundy is necessary to be incurred, by stating 
their tashkis proportionately lower. The particular hardship there¬ 
fore which Kashijorah and Amarsi complain of, and the deductions 
demanded by them (Rs. 3,600 by the former, and Rs. 600 by tho 
latter), arise from a different cause. The zemindars had oxpended tho 
ahovenamed sums for poolbundy out ol their own pockets, and they 
accordingly appeared in the bazykeioh accounts of the perguunahs. 
Now, in tho beginning of the Orissa year 1178, when Mr. Verelst and 
Mr. Graham examined the pergunnah accounts and resumed for the 
Com]-any all unnecessary expenses, through mistake, in the hurry of 
business, they included these articles under that denomination. The 
zemindars complaining, tho mistake was perceived, and it was determined 
to rectify it by advancing the sums in question for poolbundy out of 
the Company’s treasury. They were accordingly advanced; but at the 
end of the year, instead of being written off to profit and loss, they were 
suffered to" remain on the books as a balance due from the pergunnah; 
so that, as no deduction was allowed them in settling this year's tashkis, 
they vfall now have so much extraordinary to pay.” Natm’ally objec¬ 
tions were preferred. 

The relation of the Resident towards the zemindars was unique 
in some respects, as will be evident from the following letter*. Ihe 
zemindar of Mayanaohar has run away to Calcutta, in order, as he 
says, to soil his household furniture, &c., and find means for paying tho 
Company’s revenue, but, as I imagine, to complain of my violence and 
tyranny, and endeavour to get bis zeinindarri farmed, and its revenue 
collected independently of Midnapore. The balance of the revenue 


* From Claud BnaaoU to George Vammtart, E?q., d-ted Calcutta, the lith May 1767. 
f From the Resident to Claud Russell, h sq., dated Midnapore, tho 7th July 1767. 

$ From the Reiidout to Claud Russell, Esq., ColleeUir-Geiiurnl, dated Midnapore, the 23rd 
July 1707. 
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due from him to the Company is Alla Sicca Rs. 
exclusive of which he owes— 
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13,828-15-1G, 


Sonaut Rs. 

To the Company account of tegavy ... ... 7,000 

To ditto ditto poolbundy . 3,000 

To me, lent him at his request at J2 per cent, per 

annum . 4,000 

To Captain Dugloss, about . m ... 1,000 

besides, as he says, debts to other merchants, the amount of winch I 
am not acquainted with. The payment of all these, his debts, he has 
been endeavouring to elude by farming his lands to Ki shun churn, who 
was to pay him, besides the balance of the Company's revenue, about 
Rs. 5,000 more than his present tashkis, and leave all other demands 
to he recovered as they could. As I am pretty certain his zemindarri 
will yield at least Rs. 75,000 Alla Sicca, I would propose that the 
Company should take it under their own management, leaving to him 
a reasonable allowance. They must for the present content themselves 
with the same tashkis as is already settled, and apply the overplus of the 
collections to the discharge of the Rajah's debts, which, when effected, 
they may secure for themselves whatever increase may be thought 
proper. In this case I will be answerable that there shall bo no 
balance remaining at the close of this year. That is to say, I will 
advance whatevor may he necessary to the Company's treasury, and 
pay myself out of next year’s collections." 

The following sentence will show on what principles the Resident 
was to settle the revenues* : —As the season now approaches for holding 
the Poonah (punya) at Midnapore, in order to settle the rents that are to 
he collected the ensuing year, T recommend to you to be attentive to the 
Company's interest, by which I moan that they should receive such rent 
as the ryots can afford to pay, and at tho same time enjoy tho easo and 
comfort that people in their situation of life ought to do." 

In the year 1767 a remarkable statement was made in a letter to 
Mr. Vansittartf :—“ Inconsequence of the Hon'ble Company’s orders to 
the Select Committee, you are hereby directed to make the strictest 
inquiry into the annual embezzlement of the revenues of Midnapore and 
Jellasore from the time those lands w*ere first in our possession until 
Mr. Watts was recalled. The intention of the Court of Directors is to 
attempt recovering by duo course of law the several considerable sums 
which they conceive to have been collected, and not placed, as they 
ought, to their credit. You are therefore to obtain the most satisfactory 
proofs, and to transmit them, properly attested, with all convenient 
despatch to the Select Committee. 

“ For this purpose you are directed to draw out each year’s 
account separately, specifying minutely the sums paid into the treasury, 
the gross collections, tho disbursements, outstanding balances, and tho 
deficiencies of ewry year. All these acoounts must be duly authen¬ 
ticated by the dewaus, congoys, and other officers then employed, so as 


* From Richard Bechcr, Col lector-General, to George Vaneittart, Esq., dated Calcutta, the 
2flth October 17(57 

t From Alexander Campbell to Mr. George Vansittart, Resident r-.t Midnapore, dated Fort 
M the 4th August 1707, 
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In February 1768 the Resident wrote:*-" In consequence of the 
Committee s directions I have ordered the vakeels of the several pergun- 
nahs belonging to the Midnapore and JeUasore provinces to repair 
with all speed to Calcutta; they will set out in a day or two aud a. list 
of their names shall accompany them. I have thought it proper to 
send the vakeels rather than the zemindars themselves, as A was from 
them I received the accounts and they are ready to attest upon oath 
that they were faithfully extracted from the zemindari papers, as they 
wi! get to Calcutta I imagine in time enough for their attestations-to 
ho transmitted to Europe by the last ship of this season, whereas the 
zemindars could not be so speedily assembled, and as their journey will 
not be so productive of any inconvenience to our Hon’ble Masters’ 
affairs in these provinces, whereas the zemindars would be attended 
with a heavy expense interrupt the collections of the revenue, and 

iToVbegSgV CultlVation of the couu try, the season for which is 

• In June 1768 the Resident wrotef Enclosed I transmit for your 

SS^I^ment 0i t l le Waste lands in Midnapore and JeUasore 
chacklas. hy this statement you will perceive that 24,900 beeghas of 
waste land were cultivated last year, and that 24’,200 arc engaged 
to be cultivated this year, and that the remaining waste land in the 
two chacklas will then amount only to 18,600 beeghas. I speak only of 
the waste land which is deemed fit for cultivation ; for that which is 
deemed unfit there is in several pergunnahs a very large quantity and 
of this I must observe that the greatest part is not actually incapable 
oi cultivation, but only is in such a state that it will at first be attended 
with a good deal of labour and expense, and therefore can hardly he 
expected to ho undertaken till the number of inhabitants is consider¬ 
ably increased.” 

The Collector-General, on the subject of the Resident’s tour 
through the province, said*:—“In your intended visit to the por- 
gunnahs I would chiefly recommend you to inform yourself if the people 
labour under distresses from the oppression of zemindars or otherwise, 
and whioli are the most likely means to redress their grievances, also 
what parts will best admit of the cultivation of mulberry trees.” He 
had also inculcated the necessity of extending cultivation in general, 
and had been in formed § that the waste land of'the district, was chiefly 
in the western pergunnahs, which were bounded partly hy the Com- 
ranj’s own jungles and partly hy Moharbbanj aud other Mahral.ta 
districts, all of them very incapable of furnishing any considerable 
8l, i'Pl>' °f inhabitants. For instance|| Bahadurpur pergunnah, depend¬ 
ent upon Midnapore, and said to be a pretty large district, was tdmosi 


„„ * R«Ment- to diaries Floyer, Esq., Secretary to the Select Committee, dated Midim 

pore, the IS8th February 1768. 

1 P ,mthe Resident to Richard Bcchcr, Esq., Collector-General, dated Midnapore, the 23rd 
Juno jo7fl. r 

Apiif 17(B ,U Collector-General, to Goorje Vansittort, Esq., dated Calcutta, flu Hth 

§ From the Romlont to Richnrd Bocher, F dated Miilauporo, the 17th Augimt 1708. 

I rrom the Rcftident to Richard Btcbev. Enq., dated Midnapore. the 8th August 1769, 
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entirely overrun with underwood and long grass. The bringing of a 
good number of ryots from Calcutta appeared to be an essential article; 
otherwise it was feared that one part of the country would be laid 
waste whilst another was being improved, for the jjergunnahs bordering 
on ijahadurpur were all so thin of inhabitants that they would not 
admit ot any considerable emigration without going themselves to ruin. 

in September the Collector-General said* that he had intended to 
be present ^at the “ Pooneah ” in order to have assisted in settling the 
coliections lor the ensuing year, but was prevented; he therefore desired 
le Kesident to take the necessary measures for making the new year’s 
adjustments at the usual season. 

Event at this early stage of the Company’s rule there was an 
expensive canoongo establishment entertained, for Co.’s Es. 9,849-9-9 
were expended in February and August of the Orissa year 1174 as 
a owan ees. settled by the Select Committee for the canoongos and their 
servants; in^bebruary 1175 Es. 5,119-3-3 were expended. 

. In t r 1770 - the canoongo of Midnapore was said to belong like¬ 
wise to Hijli. & 

Towards § the close of the year the revenues of the expired Amli 
were entirely collected, except the small balances occasioned by the 
troubles in Ghatsila. The|| Eaja or proprietor of that zemindari 
was m no distress it was said, nor would he have been at a loss how to 
pay his revenues had he been separated from his evil councillors. Very 
large sums deposited by the former Eaja fell into bis hnuds, and the 
ryots contributed much above what had been paid into the hands of 
the Company’s officials^ It was contemplated to benefit him with a 
duty on the salt. Mr. Fergusson had ordered him to be kept within the 
tort until he had brought up his arrears of revenue, which he was able 
to do, not having as yet advanced any part of the general collections 
he made all over the pergunnah in the previous month, and until he 
had produced the zemindar of Dampara, for whom he was security, and 
who had stolen cows and buffaloes to a considerable amount from Supur 
pergunnah, and whom Mr. Fergusson would have driven out of the 
jungles long ago had not the Eaja interposed. 

A 7 ®® inquiries were made regarding the imposition of fines by 
tbe zemindars on the ryots. TheEesident, in writing to the Collector- 
General, said^f:— ** I should be obliged to you for an account of the lines 
aTe es * a kl* s h e d in the Caloutta pergunnahs. In the chacklas of 
Midnapore and Jellasore it is customary for the zemindars to levy more 
or less, as they think proper. This opens a door for much oppression upon 
ryots, as zemindars are often induced, by the desire of gain, to be 
exorbitant in their exactions for every trivial offouce. It would contribute 
greatly to the ease of the ryots, thereforo, if certain fines were 


* From Richard Becher, Collector-General, to George Vuusittarfc, E.-.q., dated Calcutta the oih 
fcq>trmher 176S. 

c,_ f *? r0,o ,. f t jL e Rodent to Richard Becher, Esq., Collector-General, date*! Midnapore. the 14th 
September 1768. 1 ’ 

| From the Resident to Lieutenant Rooke, dated Midnapore, the 20th May 1770. 

11th O r °i m Bei - her ’ Collector-General, to George VansUtart, K-) M dated Calcutta, ih:? 

ijr v° m Esq., dated Bulnrampur, the 18fh March 1708. 

;V ov<J m 1 , 2 ,°''!j^ Bo,s ^ eut to Richard Bcehor, Esq., Collector-General, dated Midnap ,n<. the 17m 

14 
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^ouu,olished in proportion to the quantity of land rented, and an order 
was published that a larger sum should on no account be levied without 
the Resident’s express permission, and such permission the zemindars 
might apply for in case of any crime being committed which might 
be judged to deserve a more severe pecuniary punishment.” The 
Collector-General said* that in the Calcutta pergunnahs, where the 
offence merited a more considerable mulct than three rupees, a com- 
1 built was preferred to the Collector-General, “but perhaps,” added he, 
L lt ma ybe necessary to allow the Midnapore and Jellasore zemindars 
a greater latitude. I therefore leave the point to be determined as 
you shall judge fit and reasonable.” 

Without! application to the Resident the zemindars might levy, 
according to the Resident’s proposals, the following scale of fines : — 


“ From weavers 

„ ryots who are not rich enough to keep a 
plough 

,, „ who keep one plough ... 


Rs. 

1 

4 

3 

6, and so on at the 
rate of Its. 3 
per plough. 


“ From mohurrirs, paiks, and servants of the zemindar, according to 
custom, and the ability of the offenders. ’ 

It appears that the tuccavee (which almost entirely consisted of 
pdbandi advances) to be resumed in the Orissa year 1176 was 
between Rs. 23,000 and Rs. 24,000, and the increase in the Company’s 
mal^oozari was between 4 and 5,000 rupees.+ The increase would have 
been more considerable, but it was prevented by the difficulties in the 
Kashijora pergunnah, and by the losses which Bhutxyamutta, Bajarpur, 
K bandar, and Amarsi, had suffered from the overflowing of the Keliaghai. 

Mr. Alexander in December 1768 succeeded xMr. Beoher as 


Collector-General.^ t . , 

The events relating to the administration of the land revenue lit 
the Midnapore and Jellasore provinces during the next two years, 1760 
and 1770, arc of minor interest, and may be briefly described. In 
October 1768 the Keliaghai nullah,|| as it was ( it'led, had overflowed 
its banks, and had done so much mischief to the bunds in the pergunnah 
that it was found necessary in 1769 to give them a thorough repair 
in order to guard the pergunnah from the like mischief in future. Hie 
Resident therefore proposed, and the Collector-General sanctioned, the 
advance to the zemindars of about Rs. 1,500 pulbaudi, more than 
usual for that purpose. 

Entirely new" arrangements were made with regard to the collec¬ 
tion of the revenue in the pergunnah ol Fatehabad. The jumma was only 


3rd 


* From Pi.-1.mi Bi-cher toOe*>rgo Vansittnrt, Ksq., dated Calcutta, the -Vovomher 1.^. 

f From the K.- i P ut to Kicburd Becber, Esq., Colleator-Uenoral, tinted Midnupore, tbe .3 

IWident to KicMd Becher, E*q., Co^ctor-6encral, doted Mldnapuvo, tbo 214 

°Fro 1 1 ' Kicbard Becber, (^tlector-lleneral, to ( ; ?orge Vausittnrt, Esq., da*cd Calcutta, the 

i! From Vim' Asidout to Janie, Alexander, E q., CotlADtor*Oeueial, dated Midnftjiyre. (be 
12lli Hntift.y 1709. 
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Rs. 93-10-1.* * * § Even this the zemindars never paid with regularity; 
they sufferod the country to go almost entirely to ruin, and tho 
neighbouring pergunnahs were much infested with the robberies of their 
Chuars. Mr. Vansittart therefore granted jaghirs for the support of 
these zemindars, and removed them from the management of the 
district, which he put under the care of a man who he believed would 
apply himself diligently to the cultivation and improvement of it, 
and who agreed that his rents should next year bo raised from 
Rs. 93-10-1 to Rs. 1,000. 

In the early part of the year 1769 Mr. Vansittart took a circuit 
of the newly-acquired territory in the western jungles. f In describing 
his tour he said ho hoped he had put a stop to the mutual depredations 
which the zemindars and those of Bishnupur and Pacliet had been 
used to make upon each other’s territories, and at the same time to have 
confirmed the zemindars in their obedience to the Company, and 
encouraged them in the cultivating and better regulating of tlieir 
possessions. That these anticipations had better never been form 1 
the narration of subsequent events will only too clearly shew. 

However^ in September 1769 the Resident had the satisfaction of 
reporting that the Company’s revenue for the Midnaporo and Jellasore 
provinces had been completely collected without any balance. 

Before the close of the year the zemindars of the Midnaporo 
province delivered in a list of losses occasioned by the great want of 
rain, wliioh amounted to Alla Sicca Rs. 1,30,000.§ Those of Jellasore 
computed their damage at not less than Rs. 40,000. Both statements 
were not considered to be exaggerated, for on a cursory local inquiry 
it was estimated that the losses on paddy lands alone amounted to 
between Rs. 60 and 70,000. There was additional loss sustained in the 
more valuable crops. Mr. Vansittart proposed, under the circumstances, 
to lend the ; ante amount of tuccavee as he did in the past year, hut the 
interest only accruing thereon was to be collected. The assessments 
of the year were to be reduced by Rs. 7,093-10-1 (Alla Sicca), and tho 
collection of Rs. 27,000 was to ho deferred for the present and made 
with the next year’s rents. It was thought that these terms were tho 
utmost that the zemindars would be able to afford, as they them¬ 
selves would be obliged to make much larger allowances to the ryots, 
and it was not without very great difficulty that they had been brought 
to agree to a settlement. 

On the 1st September 1770|| it was reported that the Company’s 
revenue for 1177, as settled by Mr. Vansittart for the Midnapore and 
Jellasore provinces, had been completely collected without any balance. 
To which report a reply was made*!!:--* 4 1 congratulate you on 


* From tho Resident to James Alexander, Esq., Collector-General, dated .Midnapore, the 
24th Janaary 1769. 

f From the Resident to James Alexander, Esq., Collector-General, dated Midunpore, the 
10th April 1769. 

£ From the Resident to James Alexander, Esq., Collector-General, dated Midnaporo, the 
12th September 1769. 

§ From the Resident to Claud Ru dl, Esq., Colleotor-General, dated Midnapore, the tilth 
Decomber 1769. 

ii From tho Resident to Claud Rus c ’1. Esq., Collect r General, dated Midnapore, the 1st 
$ pt mbor 1770. 

^ Fiom Cland Russell, Collector-General, to Mr. John Pelarce, at. Midnapore, dated ’aFutta, 
thf 2oth fco ( itnml;*r 1770. 
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finishing the collections for the year 1177 without any balance 
remaining, besides what was deferred till this year on account of drought, 
which I recommend to your attention.” And again, “ last year* the 
collection of Bs. 2,700 was deferred till the present year, on account 
of the drought, as some relief to the ryots. This I hope you will now 
soon be able to recover from the present favourable appearance of the crops 
upon the ground.” Mr. Baber made replyf , — u There is the greatest 
appearance of a very plentiful crop, but I cannot flatter you with, the 
expectation of receiving the whole sum this year. The benefit of this 
harvest will not be immediately enjoyed, and although it may be the 
means of enabling the inhabitants to repay this indulgence on a 
future day, yet in the present year I think it will be impossible to 
recover more than half. I have endeavoured to inform myself as fully 
as possible on this subject, and upon the information I have obtained 
I formed this opinion. You may be assured I v ill exert my best endea¬ 
vours in recovering as much of this money as can be paid without 
distressing the inhabitants, which you are sensible, sir, should be 
carefully avoided, and that our zeal for our Kon’ble Masters’ interest 
should not make us inattentive to their ease. A little while hence, 
when the produce of the lands can be more certainly ascertained, 
I will probably obtain some further lights still into this subject, and 
should I, they shall undoubtedly be communicated to you.” 


* From Claud Russell, Collector-General, to Mr. Edward Baber, Resident at Midnapore, 
dated Calcutta, the 27th September 1770. 

f From Edward Baber, Resident, to Claud Resell, Esq., Collector-General, dated Miduapore, 
the 14th October 1770. 
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CHAPTER V. 




GENERAL HISTORY. 

Period 1771 to 1774. 

There seemed to be no end to the troubles in the western jungles 
of the district. It has been seen how these territories were acquired, 
how difficult and almost impossible it seemed to bring them into a state 
of quiet and tranquillity ; it remains now to record other and later 
attempts, made for several years, to curb and restrain the lawless 
spirit of the inhabitants, and to bring the country into a condition 
that would admit of the Company’s revenue being punctually realized. 
Several bodies of sepoys under tho command of European officers were 
stationed at convenient localities in the west of the district, from which 
they made excursions, sometimes with a view to seize some freebooter 
more daring than ordinary in his mountain fastness, more often 
to protect the cultivators in the tillage of their lands, and induce them 
to continue in their homes, which they were intent on abandoning in 
preference to living in constant fear of murder and robbery. 

CHUARS. 

Lieutenant Goodyar, one of the officers on command in the interior, 
was occupied in building a fort, and expressed his intention of marching 
in a short time to Dhadki, the seat of a rebel Chuar sirdar, and thence 
to Dampara, where another insurgent, Jagannath Pattra, dwelt.* His 
movements awakened such apprehensions in the minds of the dis¬ 
affected chiefs that they sent to treat with him. “ One of them, Subla 
Singh,” Mr. Goodyar said, “had got people to inform me if I will 
not cut his head off (which I find is the custom here), but spare his life, 
he would come to my feet. This has disconcerted my future schemes of 
making him a prisoner and sending him to Miduapore by way of 
example. * * * As you desire these people whenever they come 

in should go to Midnapore, I think every one of them would sooner 
suffer death than comply, which is the punishment they expect. * * * 

I am now in the worst part of a bad country, wffiere there are but few 
roads, and those hardly passable, that 1 am obliged to act by detach¬ 
ments that can make their way, for I cannot move the whole, ns well 
as being obliged to take every precaution to get supplied with provisions 
from the neigh homing pergmmahs. * * * The sepoys are sickly; 
they say it is the water, which is here all very bad.” Before many 
days had elapsed Mr. Goodyar learnt through his spies that the Ghuars 
under Samgangin’s brother, Tribubhim Singh, and Duberaj, the 
Barahabhum Raja’s son, had taken possession of the “ Dulceene ” ghat, 
with intent to cut off his detachment, if he attempted to go thro ugh. t 


* From G. I>. Goodyar to the Resident at Midnapore. dated Durajari, the 3rd January 1771. 
t From G. D. Goodyar to the Resident ut Midnapore. dated .Dmujuri, the 4th January 1771, 



• mist* 



( 110 ) 


<SL 


'The place was one of the strong passes of the country, and lay in 
Mr. Goodyar’s way, and it was said that it would be impossible for two 
battalions to get through if the Chuars would defend it; that the hills 
and dills of the rocks were so steep that if an enemy only flung stones 
down not a man could escape. It was suggested that to avoid the 
8 naro which the treachery of Samgangin had developed, Mr. Goodyar 
should march round by way of Barahabhum, though, on the othor baud, 
it TW allege-! that, 5! ho mar died a great way round, ho would not he 
able to e-et over the hills, and a certain degree Of HK'OUFflgOinflllt WOUl'1 
bo given to the dinars, who would think Mr. Goodyar afraid. 

Mr. Higginson, the Chief or Resident at Burdwan, had ootnplainod 
of some outriigos committed by the Chuars, and Mr. Baber requested 
Lieutenant Goodyar to do all m his power to prevent them * lie was 
further recommended to accommodate, if possible, the present disputes 
with the Chuars by fair means, as that was the most eligible course. At 
the same time Lieutenant Goodyar should be always upon his guard 
when overtures were made by so deceitful a set of people. If they would 
not listen to terms of amity, vigorous measures would have to be pur¬ 
sued. Mr. Baber again wrotef, — “I am of opinion that they never 
will he quiet unless troops constantly remain in those parts, and I am 
strongly inclined towards building three small thanas sufficient to 
contain 60 sepoys each, who should reside there, and who would then be 
ready to quell any disturbance in its infancy. But these thanas should 
be erected iu such places as would keep these fellows most in awe, and 
that the sepoys might soon march to each other’s assistance. As you 
must be the best judge for proper plaoes for these thanas, 1 shall be 
glad of your opinion upon this matter.” 

“ Their wives, children, and effects, 1 ” Mr. Goodyar said,J in reference 
to the insurgents, “ they seoure in the hills, and the Chuars keep the 
jungles and passes, ready to take any advantage, where I cannot hurt 
them; which obliges me to act with greater caution, for any success 
on their side would he a greater encouragement to them as well as 
others to revolt.” Mr. Goodyar went on to complete the thana he was 
constructing, Ci which, from the conveniency of its situation, he said,$ 
“ I oannot help observing will effectually answer the purpose without 
making ony more, only keeping the same number of sepoys in this 
intended for the three.” ‘ He added||,--“ I will he glad if you favour me 
with your inst: actions, as I will build barracks and convenienoies 
accordingly.” Mr. Goodyar next intended^ to go^ to Barahahlnim to 
settle some differences between Samgangin and tho Raja there, and tlienoe 
to Narsinghgar on his way to Dam para. The Raja had asked that 
some defence should ho provided for turn iu Mr. Goodyar s absence to 
meet a probable attack from the Chuars. Mr Goodyar wrote*'*,—’‘ lu 
eonsequoueo of this request, I asked the tranidare, who is a very intelli- 


• From Eflwnril Fteiw fo Goodvar, dnt<*d Midp 

f From f‘ch- \r<l Uubcv to Li - rv't. ( >•= Iv.o. H .'i 


t From O. D. (ioodya* to thu BejndoDt at Midnuporo, dut 

a Kfom 0. I), Goodyar to tho -^id**n* at Mulnauoro, dot 

(I From I*. If tbi'ttU'UI Ui tlu U • hiot >1 Mi loup-iro, d'vti 

*i From O. I) Goodyar 0> tlm he .i->ut at MiduAporo, 

•a from <i l). Qoody.it u> tho Ro-ddeut tU Midnapuro, date 


ar<orr», tho 2nd January 1771. 
i tporo, Uni Oth January 1771 . 

d Dumiuri, the 11th .lonuitry }/7l 
i Dumiuri, tho Hth January 1771. 
Ouinjiiri, Um 1 lth Jon limy 1771. 

! (Jtircijori,(ltd i.i'i January 177* 
d burajun, the 2iHb January 177i. 
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nt man in the affairs of this part of the country, what would be the 
etieet of keoping a force and building the thana you spoke off. He told 
me very good, and made the following observations—that the Rajahs of 
Ghatsila, Barahabhum, and Manbhoom held large tracts of country, 
but that the profits was eat up by the thieves, who held a considerable 
part, and paid only a small acknowledgment of fifty or. a hundred, 
rupees per year, and plundered all the rest; but was of opinion, if the 
than as where built, they would strike a terror into the country, and 

that in a year or two the name of a onmrwnui.i f»«»t bo hoard off 

4fc This conversation, with the request of the Rajah, and your iavotlr 
of tho 19th instant, induced mo to think of the scheme, which I. have 
enclosed you a plan off, and not lose any time in the execution, but go 
on so far with it that it may serve for a temporary defenoetill I return 
from Dampara, and till I know if I am favoured with your approbation 
for completing it. 


SOUTH. 

Glmtsila, 16 coars. 



NORTH. 


“This situation in regal’d to the neighbouring porguimahs, and 
particularly the residence of the Cliuars, 1 have endeavoured to lay down 
as flour ir [inKsilik Tlie spot I liilV'O built it upon 1 hv <»”■ pb»" ’ 
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used to assemble to commit their robberies and divide their 
plunder, which makes me think it the more convenient to annoy them. 
I have made the walls of the trunks of trees from ten to twenty-two 
inches in circumference, and twelve feet long, two feet of which is sunk 
into the earth in the following manner v v v, with a distance between 
each pile for pointing a musket. But I would wish to add, if I have 
y our approbation for what is already doing, a parapet of earth about 
five feet or more for the defendants to stand on, which would make it 
very strong, and likewise small barracks for the sepoys in the rains and 
to hold grain, &c.” 

Mr . Baber" inculcated on Mr. Goodyar the necessity of exercising 
caution in his movements, and disapproved of precipitate measures. 
“For,” said he, “ in an open country, and where provisions were plenty, 
there indeed you would have nothing to fear in your pursuit of the 
enemy; but your situation is quite the reverse, and you have an 
ambush to expect every mile you march. If it is possible to lay hold 
of the ringleaders of these disturbances, I would have you do it by 
all means, for without a severe example I am afraid they will never be 
quiet. I should be very loth to trust any of these men with each 
other’s country, as it appears to me there is not a pin to choose amongst 
them. However, policy often dictates that one scoundrel is to be 
preferred to another.” 

Towards the end of the month of February Mr. Goodyar fell 
upon a considerable number of Chuars lying in the jungle before 
they were aware of his approach, and routed them with considerable 
loss, his own being trifling. In describing the encounter Mr. Goodyar 
saidf,—“ The Chuars, as they escaped, discharged their arrows and 
match-locks from behind the trees and jungles upon my people without 
being able to see one of them. The sepoys, as soon as they found them¬ 
selves wounded, were ungovernable, but began a fire upon them and 
pursuing them with their bayonets, the pykes at the same time killing 
them that remained in the huts, and to search for plunder. But on 
finding themselves closer attacked, as the Chuars recovered their first 
surprise, they began to dance and jump like furies to escape the shot 
and arrows of each other, at the same time shouting and making a 
noise which, with the sepoys firing, the huts set on fire, and the 
gloominess of tho jungles, afforded me a scene I could not help 
admiring.” 

Mr. Goodyar was at last obliged to go to Dhadki by the way of 
Barahabhum for want of water. While at BarahabhumJ he was told he 
could proceed no further owing to want of roads. The only means of 
communication, the nullahs at the foot of the hills, had been barricaded 
by the Chuars, who cut down trees across them; the hanks were covered 
with impenetrable jungle, in wliich lurked the rebellious Chuars. The 
open country began a kos or two from where Mr. Goodyar was, but 
tho inhabitants had retreated into the hills with their families and 
effects, and the troops, unless they carried their provisions with them, 


* From Edward Baber to Lieutenant doodyar, dared Midnupore, tho 11th February 177). 
f Frf.jrt lb 1’ is. ady.ir to tho at MidnapoiT.dac 1 Barni- ihhuro, tho 2Uh Fobninn 1771. 

$ Fioui It. lJ.doodyar to the U< julcnt at Atiduaporo, dufcod JBumhubhutn, tbo lltli March 17/1 
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would starve. In face of these difficulties and the approach of the hot 
season, when rice would become scarce, Mr. Goodyar made such a 
disposition of Ids forces as would enable them to beset the country and 
make excursions into it at different places at the same time, while the 
Man Raja, the Gkatsila Raja, Jaggannath Pattra and himself would 
get over the hills and burn Dhadki. Seven hundred matehlockmen 
were to bo enrolled, and the Pachet Raja was also to assist with a 
thousand men and provisions at his own expense to act against the 
Bara Rajah, if he would not withdraw his assistance from the 0huar3 
and help to oblige them to submit. Mr. Goodyar discovered the 
cause of the opposition against him to be the building of the fort, 
tho fear and tenor of winch had alarmed the whole country, and 
occasioned the combination between the Raja and the Chuars. However, 
the Bara Raja submitted before active measures could be taken, and 
♦rent out persons to clear the roads. It was determined that everything 
should be settled with Mr. Goodyar in an amicable manner, Samgangin 
again returning to his allegiance. On this Mr. Goodyar resolved to 
set out the next day to go through the worst country he had ever 
board of, and through the middle of the Chuars round to Narsinghgar, 
and through Dam para hack again to Dumjuri. 

From Ghatsila on the20th March Mr. Goodyar wrote,—“I informed* 
you of my intentions in my last; I now think it my duty also to 
acquaint you with the different occurrences that happened in my way 
through to Dhadki. 

“ On the same evening a Carbarry came from Samgangin to con¬ 
duct me on the road; I accordingly set out early the next morning. I or 
about a coars thin jungle of tall trees, but afterwards tho country very 
uneven, tall trees, tho bottom thick jungle, and long grass. Here tho 
* Chuars had cut down trees to block up the road, and made some wood 
htits intended for their matchlocks. At nine encamped at Chillia, a small 
spot of ground, the hills in front. Tho next morning at. daybreak 
proceeded on my way towards the hills; at setting out thick jungle, 
but afterwards fine plains, thin jungle, with low hills, Y L tops sown with 
grain. They told me this was the jaghire of Duberaj, the Bara Rajah * 
son, but under the care of Samgangin. On passing this the road led 
serpentine between the hills for some way and then broke oil by a 
dee)) descent into a nulla, the bottom small stones; bat had not gone 
far before the hills cut across, and the nulla grew too narrow for me 
to pass, stopped up with tho roots of trees that were across it and 
others that had been washed down by the rains. Hero I was obliged to 
have tho gun taken to pieces, and my people to drag it up along tlio 
* side of the hills, which were very steep, when there followed tho 
greatest scene of confusion in cutting my way through tho jungle, the 
bullocks oversetting and leaving their loads behind them, and every 
one straggling along in the best manner he could, till 1 found the nulla 
again wide enough to go through it; but it was all the way very bad 
till I got clear of the pass, when there opened a fin/ prospect of a 
beautiful country surrounded by hills, full of villages ami plains, 
w kirLed with thin jungle. But on being told the way out of it was much 

From G. D. Goodyar to tho hv-uknl at Medina ' dated Giilitfln, tho v! th March 1771, 
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fo than that T came, I think the observation of my officer very just . 
that Dhadki was a strong fort, and if the inhabitants were doer upon * 
the plains, they did not want courage in such places, when a very few 
of them would keep me in or out of the country. On my first entry the 
Chuars were drawn up upon my left, and shortly assembled all round 
me. At twelve o’clock 1 pitched my camp close to Dhadki, and after 
posting my guard and giving directions for repairing the guo^carriage, 

I found myself very ill, and rested till the evening, when Samgangiu’s 
brother, the head Ohuar sirdars, and ryots, came to me and told me 
Samgangin was not well, but that they wgtg ready to settle any business 
with me on his account. I thought it best to have recourse to gentle 
methods, and told them I was well pleased with what they did. but it 
would be a great satisfaction to me to inform you I had seen him, aud 
accordingly sent some head-men of his own caste with a beetle to fetch 
him. They returned tho next morning, and told me if I would send 
sirdars belonging to the zemindars with me to him he would come in 
with them, which I did, and in a few hours they brought him at tho head 
of a large body of Chuars. When he came before me ho was in great 
fear, and told me him and his people had done very ill, upon which 
I had the mossulcha explained to him, and asked him if he was willing 
to comply with it. He told me he was, and signed it before some of the 
headmen of all the jungles, telling me at the same time if he in 
future had any cause*of complaint, he would refer it to you, and then 
left me his brother to carry me through the next pass. I now 
received the congratulations and thanks of the people for delivering 
their country from the fear of this man, for they told me ho would 
not lot any of them pass through his ghats, which they now all saw, 
and though him and his country belonged to Bara Rajah he would never 
get to see him.” 

Shortly after the Resident, in writing to Mr. Goodyar, expressed 
his pleasure at hearing that lie had settled matters so well and so 
peaceably.* “I think.” said he, “it will be necessary to leave one, if 
not two, companies at Dumjuri. I find that the black folks oppose this 
measure, but that rather confirms me in my opinion of tho propriety 
of it. I should bo glad to hear your sentiments on it. They represent 
the difficulty of procuring provisions even for one company, but 
I suppose this objection may be easily obviated. I should be glad to 
know what remains to be done to the killah you built to make it 
tenable against an enemy and convenient for its own garrison. Your 
answer to this letter will determine my resolution as to further 
measures, and I will then speak to you on the subject of your return to 
Midn. j ro, us I can assure you I don’t desire to keep you a moment 
longer on disagreeable duty than necessity requires.” lieutenant 
G oodvar had apparently settled the business he had been engaged 
upon well and peaceably, for by the 19th June he had returned to 
iVfidnapore.t 

Apparently for some time after this the west of the district 
remained tranquil; any disturbances that were encountered showed 


- l\-un Edvard r to Lieut Ant (j (without cUr./i, about March 1771. 

f Kr.-iii 1*Mward Baber to the Hoi*'hie the ProMdem, and thv u’at of tho Member; of th? 
Controlling OYrntbinc; of lievonuo. dated Mjdmtpure, tho 19th Juno 1771. 




themselves., not in Midnapore, but in the Burdanw •province, on the 
, north-west frontier, as tlio following letter to tho Chief of Midnaporo 
will make clear*:—“ The jungle jematdars of this province, Durgun 
Sing, of* Raipur, Mohun .Dass Chowdree, of Bhelai diha, and Sunda 
Narain, of Phulkusma, having thrown off their dependence, rMusod 
to pay their rents, committed depredations on the other jematdars, 
and opposed the sepoys sent to support the Bogree Rajah and the 
Government officers, I have to request that you will issue orders 
to the jematdars of your province, Balarampur, &o., bordering upon the 
above j ungles not to afford them assistance or protection, but that they 
will take part with Jador *Sing and the subadar detached from this 
factory, so as to reduce the offenders to reason, as I understand they 
are at present inclined to afford them shelter.” 


In .February 1773 fresb disturbances were occasioned by an 
insurrection in the pergunuah of Ghatsila.f The zemindar, who was 
turned out by Mr. Vansittart, found means to gain over some parti¬ 
sans to his side, and attacked the ruling zemindar with so numerous a 
body that Mr. Baber was obliged to send a company of sepoys to 
support him. Mr. Baber wrote to tho President of Council, Mr. Hast¬ 
ings,—“ From the accounts which are brought to me I apprehend it 
will be necessary to send an European officer with a reinforcement 
of men. * I shall take every measure in my power to reduce this man 
to obedience, and to prevent as muoh as possible any loss to tho 
revenue; and you may be assured, sir, of receiving a punctual account of 
all my proceedings. You will perhaps ask, sir, how these people came 
not to be under better subjection after having been reduced so long. 
It is principally owing to the nature of the country, which, from its 
woods and mountains, is rendered almost inaccessible As soon as the 
harvest is gathered in thoy carry their grain to the tops of tho hills 
or lodge it in other fastnesses that are impregnable; so that whenever 
they are pursued by a superior foreo they retire to these places, where t hey 
are quite secure, and bid defiance to any attack that can be made against 
them. The western jungles is an extent of country about 80 miles in 
length and 60 in breadth. On the east it is bounded bv Midnapore, 
on the west by Siugbhoom, on the north by Paohot, and the south by 
Moharbbanj. There is very little land cultivated in this whole o\tout, 
and a very disproportionate part of it capable of cultivation; thu soil 
i > very rocky, the country is mountainous and overspread with thick 
woods, which render it in many places utterly impassable. Tt has 
always been annexed to the province of Midnapore, but from its 
situation it was never greatly regarded in*the Nabob's government; 
and the zemindars sometimes paid their rents, or rather tributes, and 
sometimes not. It was not till the residency of Mr. Graham that this 
country was brought into any regular subjection. Ho reduced tho 
zemindars to obedience, and stipulated with them for an annual revenue 
of Its. 22,000, instead of Its. 1,200, which they used to pay. This 


• From Charles Stuart to tho Evident at Midnnporo, dated Bind wan. the 20tb Normnbor I77‘d. 
+ f- mm Edward Babur to tho f r <m'blo Warren Hastings, President and (rovornor, Ac 
dunu AijdnapMv, ihc iHti Fubruuy 1773. 



( 116 ) 


<SL 


ory is divided into two thanas, one called thana Balarampur and 
other thana Janpur. The former is subdivided into nine pergunnahs 
and the latter into eight, and each of them is governed by a zemindar, 
who is dignified amongst his ryots with the title of rajah. These zemin¬ 
dars are mere freebootors, who plunder their neighbours and one another, 
and their tenants are a banditti whom they chiefly employ in their 
outrages. These deprodations keep the zemindars and their, tenants 
constantly in arms. For after the harvest is gathered in there is scarcely 
one of them who does not call his ryots to his standard, either to 
defend liis own property or attack his neighbours. The effects of this, 
I may say, feudal anarchy are that the revenue is very precarious, the 
zemindars are refractory, and the inhabitants rude and ungovernable.” 
Captain Forbes, with a party of sepoys, \*as deputed to proceed to quell 
these fresh disturbances. The result of his movements w r ill be best 
described in the following letter* <c The disturbances in the jungles 
having rendered it necessary to send a detachment of sepoys to quell 
them, my predecessor, in the month of February last, ordered Captain 
Forbes to proceed with four companies for that purpose, where he has 
continued ever siuce. He informs me in one of his late letters that he 
has reinstated the ryots in the possession of their grounds and recovered 
the balances due from them, that he hopes shortly to be able to seize 
some of the principal promoters of these disturbances, and at the same 
time has requested my orders for his conduct in such case. To wliat 
Mr. Baber has already written you on this subject 1 beg leave to add, 
sir, that this disturbance in the jungles happens every year, though not 
always with the same consequences. To prevent them in future it will 
be absolutely necessary that severe examples should be made of such of 
the ringleaders as fall into our hands. I am therefore to request you 
will favour me with your directions what punishment should be inflicted 
on them.” In one of his letters Captain Forbes wrotet,—“ The Sing- 
bhoom Rajah was endeavouring to lead the salt merchants to load their 
salt in the Mahratta districts, by which a considerable duty would be 
lost to the Company. I took such steps that he came into camp, and 
i shall make him execute an obligation never to harbour either ryots 
or merchants in future, and guarantee for the peace of Haldipukhar. 

“ J. beg leave to enclose you returns of the detachment, with an 
abstract of the bills sent the paymaster, the amount of which I 
request you will receive for me. I have got money from merchants 
who are going to load salt at Birkul for bills on Midnapore, with 
which I have bought provisions &o.” Captainf Forbes, at tho com¬ 
mencement of the rains, returned to Midnapore; but a subaltern, Liou- 
teiniut Hawkins,§ was sent to have the command of the two companies 
stationed at Narsinghgar and Haldipukhar At another place, also 
ii. Mic western jungles, Muubhoom, was a European officer, Lieutenant 
James Dunn, stationed during tho rains of 1773.|| The officer at 


* ?rom Samuel Levis to the Hon’Mo Warren Hustings, President and Governor, &c., 
d.Utd Midnspore the /lit Junftl77S. 

t Pro.■' Joi'i I'orues t > Samuel Lr.vh, Ktfq.. Haldipukhar, tho :10th .May 17*1 
I From Sam i 1 Lrwitj to Captain Korbcp. dated Midnaj -rc\ tho 244b dune 1771 
K From Samuel Lewis to Lieutenant, liawkwr*. U;>tod Mn luapore, tho 18t!» August 1.773. 
i) From Jamas Dunn to Samuel Leviu, Esq., dated Maubbojm, the 27th September 1773. 
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Narsinghgar in November wrote "to the Resident* * * § .'—“This moment 
I have received an express, being an account of the Sannyasis’ 
approach. I shall inarch immediately, and likewise send a person to 
inform them that if they approach this province, or any of the 
Company’s districts, I shall march against them with the greatest 
expedition.” 


SANNYASIS. 

. This subject of the Sannyasis, thus incidentally mentioned, is a 
topic ol which extended notice would seem to be suitable if the 
anxiety of Jjovernme^t with regard to themes to be appreciated. In 
January 1773 the Resident was directedf to keep a particular eye on 
the motions of the people known by the name of Sannyasis, w’hose 
incursions of late had been frequent and distressing to the country. 
Strict orders were to be left at every chowkee to suffer no ’persons 
whatever to pass with arms, but that they be obliged to deposit them 
with the chowkeedars ; and public notice was given that all persons 
or bodies of men travelling armed through the country would bo 
regarded as enemies to the Government, and pursued accordingly. 
These orders, if universally applied, were likely to prove most moon- 
venient.J To whom, it was asked, did they apply F for almost every 
man in the country carried a sword. Was the custom to ho abolished, 
01 was it to be limitod to any particular rank of men F There wero 
40,000 or 30,000 people who travelled annually through the Mid- 
napore province to Jaggannafch. There were many persons of distinc¬ 
tion amongst them; and in the different parties that went there 
might be some of them who had swords, pikes, or matchlocks, wliieh 
they carried either for defence or state. Many merchants also travelled 
through the province into the Mahratta districts, and for safety they 
wont in companies of twenty or thirty together, and none of them 
without a sword and shield. Were these persons to leave thgir swords 
at the ehowkees ? In a word, it was asked whether every person iudis- 
criminately was to be forbidden to carry a sword on any account 
whatsoever, and who was to be entitled to the privilege, aud on what 
occasions. It was eventually expkinedg that only Sannyasis were to 
bo disarmed: all merchants and others travelling on lawful business 
wero to be permitted to carry arms as usual.|| 

4 In February 1773 tho Secretary to the Government again wrote to 
rim Resident saying^,—“I am directed by the Honorable the President 
and Council to signify their orders to you that immediately on receipt 
of this you detach from the battalion of sepoys in your district as 
groat a force as you can spare from the defence of your factory to 


* From Lieutenant It. Hiekcth to SamuJ Lowi*, K«q., dated N’ar* ngbgar, the 12th Noveiubcv 

t From J. Stuart, Secretary, Council Chamber, to Edward Haber, K«q«, dated Fort Wilh.uu, 
the 21st January 1773. *1 

1 From Edward Haber to John Stuart, Eaq., dated Midnapore, tlio (Jth February 1773. 

§ FrO'n J. Stuart, Secretary, to Edward Babur, Keq . Ko«idout at Midnapu:e, »!. t d Fort 
Willi itn, the 11th March 1773. 

|l From the Heahieot to Mr. J. Stuart, Secretary to the Council, dated Muiii«|><no, tip BfUh 
Alurch 1773. 

If From J, Stu ot, Secretary, to Mr. Edward Baber, UoBident at Midnapore, dated F« ■ ( 
W *1 limit the 4tl» February 1773, 



Jrotfeed directly after the Sannyasis, a body of about 7 or 8,000 of 
whom, we are informed, were in the neighbourhood of Kirpoi on the 
3rd instant, and you are to take caro that the officer who commands 
the party be strictly enjoined to see that his men do not throw away 
their ammunition; that lie preserve the most exact discipline ; and 
that he do not enter into parley with the Sannyasis, but that he do 
his utmost to destroy them, take them prisoners, or expel them from 
the country.” * * * In compliance with the spirit of these 

injunctions the Resident directed Captain Forbes* :— “ In case the 
Sannyasis should come into our districts by any road near you, I hope 
you will be able to give them a good trimming* I have ordered the 
Balarampur tandar to give you every information he can about them. 
Should you be acquainted with any of the particulars relative to their 
numbers, strength, or route, be pleased to inform.” 

In March} all zemindars and farmers, on pain of the displeasure of 
the Board and of severe punishment for neglect, were ordered to watch 
over and send immediate intelligence of tho motions of any body of 
Sannyasis or dacoits which might appear within their limits, w^h 
]>articular information of the routes they might have pursued. A few 
days later it was reported} that a body of 3,000 Sannyasis had gone into 
Bishnupnr with the intention, it was supposed, of passing through the 
Midnapore jungles. A day or two still later§ information was received 
that the Sannyasis were at Raipur, a pergunnah lying to the eastward 
of Amainagar and northward of Ramgar and Jhatibunni, and they 
intended apparently to march that way. Captain Forbes was directed 
to go after them, and to use every means in his power to drive them 
entirely out of tho Company’s districts. The several zemindars were 
directed to assist Captain Forbes with what forces they were able to 
collect in order to expel the Sannyasis. Eventuallyll they proceeded from 
Raipur to Phulkusma, from there to Silda, and thence to Alampur, 
and then*? to Gopiballabpur, bordering on tho Mahratta districts, far 
enough from the Midnapore authorities to prevent the latter from inter¬ 
cepting them. 

In October^ it was discovered that there were two bodies of 
Sannyasis within two days' march of Balasore, who intended apparently 
coming along the Jellasore road. Lieutenant. Hearsev, commanding at 
Jellasore, promised to do all iu his power to send them to the right-about, 
but he thought if ‘ a gun and a few grape shot were sent him, they 
would prove serviceable. 

Tho Resident wrote in reply* ":— U I have, agreeably to your request, 
ordered a supply of ammunition. As 1 think it is very probable the 
Sannyasis may take the Jellasore road, I have ordered a reinforce¬ 
ment of half a oompany, which will, I hope, enable you to give a 


** From the Resident to Captain Forbes, datrd Midnapore, tho l7th March 1773. 
t Fruirf John Stuart, Srcr-tury, to Mr. Edward Baber Resident at Miduuporo, dated Fort 
William, the 16th March 1773. 

I From Chariot Stuart to tho Resident at Midnapore, dated Burdwnn. <be 17th Mi.rch 1773. 

£ From tin; Resident Cj Captain Forbee, dated Midnapore, (he 19th March 1773. 

I From ’ he Ra-i iant to th* IJon'bR Charles StunrL dat 'd Mid mu -ie, the tiOrh March 177 
*! From A. W. Heart y to Samuel Lewis. F-tj., Chief of Midnapore, dated J llusore, tho ‘28tb 
October .177'; 

** From Samuel Lcwitto Lieutenant Flear. y, dated Midnapore, the 30th Oelohor 1773. 
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good account of them should they make their appearance in that 
quarter.” To whom Lieutenant Hearsey replied*,—“I received yours 
of the 30th date. After my ball cartridges have made a report, 
I shall then be able to send you a true account of the Sannyasis.” 
The Sannyasis, however, could not have been done with before they 
had inflicted some punishment on their opponents in the course of 
the year, as the following letter will showf “ Immediately on the, 
receipt of this letter you will be pleased to direct Captain Forbes to 
confine Jiram, subadar of the 14th battalion of sepoys, who com¬ 
manded the detachment of that battalion which joined Captain 
• Fdwards, and was present at his defeat by tho Sannyasis; and you will 
order Jiram, subadar, immediately to be sent under a guard to the 
presidency to stand his trial before a sepoy general court-martial for 
having deserted bis post in the face of the enemy.” 

Id November 1773 intelligence was received^ from the thanadar 
of Janpur that the Sannyasis had arrived at a place called Kantipur, in 
the Moharbhanj district, and that they intended-passing through the 

! )r f ovince by the Janpur road. Captain Thompson was to get§ tho 
mttalion ready immediately and proceed to intercept them. Leaving 
one company at Midnapore for guards, ho|| took three companies 
and two field-pieces. From Mr. Marriott at Balasore it was 
learnt that the Sannyasis had divided their forces. In the same 
month the sepoys camo up with a small body of Sannyasis 
near Ilaldipukhar and encamped within three miles of them.* * § 
The Sannyasis were encamped in a small village in the Mahratta distriots, 
upon which two small sepoy picqucts were advanced. However, tho 
Sannyasis marched away to the bills. They consisted chiefly of women 
and children, their rear, not amounting to more than 1,500, who had 
not attempted to commit any hostilities. The substance of tkoir jour a y 
bad only been to wash at the conflux of the two rivers near Allahabad. 
The additional detachment sent to Lieutenant Hearsey** at Jellasore 
with a view to operate agaiust the Sannyasis returned to Midnapore, os 
they (the Sannyasis) had gone by the juugle road and eluded tho 
troops sent after them. Captain Thompson from Janpurff said tho 
greater number of them had gone to Singbhoom, and his further 
continuance in the rnofussil was unnecessary. 

FAKIRS. 

Treating of a subject akin to the foregoing, is the following 
extract of a letter*:}: from Mr. Alleyne at Cutlackj — “ I am informed by 

* From A. W. Hearsey to Samuel Lewis, Esq., Chief of Midnapore, dated Jellasore, the 
2nd November 1773. 

f From Warren Hastings to Samuel Lewi-5, Esq... Collector at. Midnapore, dated Fort 
Willimu, the 22nd June 1778. 

t From Samuel Lewi- to the Hon J ble Warron Hastings, President and Governor, dated 
Mid import the 6th November 1778. 

§ From Samuel Lewis to Captain Thompson, dated Miduaporc, the 5th November 177$. 

[) From Samuel Lewis to tho Hou’ble Warren Hostings, Fresidorft and (Jo--Mor, Ac., 
dated Midn.iporo, ftth November 1773. 

c l From iv lliskith to Samuel Lewis, Esq., dated Hnldipukhnr, the li’li weather 177 * 

** From A. W. Hoarsoy to Samuel Lewis, Esq., dated Jella>ore 'tie 11th N■•vrmbev 1773. 

1 1 From George Thompson to the B^idont, dated Janpur, tho llth November 1773. 

TT F? »m Samuel Lewis to John B.dhoo, K-q., at Burdsvan, and John Sumner. Fsq.. ar 
Beerbhooiii, dated Midnapore, the 26th October 1773. 
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Kirparham Mullick Sircar of 1,700 Gousaines and 300 Fakirs leaving 
this place (Cuttack) yesterday destined for Bengal; they travel as 
beggars, and are gone to rob in their way if they can ” Accordingly, 
Mr. Lewis* wrote to the head of the Government apprising him of what 
he had heard. “I have therefore sent orders,” he added, “ to the 
different detachments out from henco to prevent their entering the 
Company’s territories by this road, and have acquainted the gentlemen 
at Burdwan and Beerbhoom of such a party being on their route.” 

At the same time Mr. Hastings wrotef to the Resident in these 
words,—“ As I have reason to suspect some bodies of Sannyasis, 
Fakirs, will attempt passing your districts, you will please, immediately # 
upon receipt of this letter, to send information to nil the zemindars on 
the several parts of your frontier that if any Fakirs are suffered to 
enter the Company’s territories through their respective possessions, or 
even to approach them, without timely information being given to 
Government, the persons who have been guilty of this Omission shall 
meet with the severest punishment, even to a dispossession of their 
lands, if found to have wilfully offended.” 

“ I* •5.—Since writing this I have received your letter on the 
same subject. I can only add my desire that you will collect the 
battalion together and order it to march against the Fakirs, and to 
seize or destroy them if they make opposition.”! Mr. Lewis also 
wrote to Lieutenant Hawkins at Haldipukhur, Lieutenant Dunn at 
Manblioom, and Lieutenant Hearsey at Jellasore,§ “ to keep a watchful 
eye that they do not enter by this province. Should they appear near 
where you are stationed,” he said, “ you will send a man to acquaint 
them that no collective body of men, either troops or beggars, aro 
permitted to enter these districts, and to desire they will take some 
other route. Should this have no effeot, you will take such measures 
as you may deem necessary for their dispersion.” 


CIIUA ltS—(mjcmeci!.) 


In resuming the account of the disturbances in the west caused by 
the depredations of the Chuars, notice must in the first place bn 
taken of the following letter,|| written by the officer commanding at 
i Iuldipukhnr and Narsirjghgar:—“I had written a letter intended to 
have been addressed to you, mentioning the devastations I had obse rved 
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reiterated complaints from the jemadar of this district of the insolence 
and barbarity of that Rajah’s people almost daily exhibited, that I 
have promised to send out a party the first time I can be assured where 
any number may be found, which shall endeavour to intercept and 
make them pay dear for their temerity. In the meantime I beg leave 
to represent to you that I imagine it must tend to the good of the 
Ilon’blo Company’s sendee if you would bo pleased to reinforce this 
command with a company of sepoys (part to be left at Narsinghgar, 
where they complain of being much exposed aud afraid), and orders 
to make reprisals on this insolent Rajah. Possibly I might with 
diligence be able to lay hold of him, in which eufco I believe the whole 
country would quietly submit, or he may be terrified into submission ; 
at least, making frequent incursions into bis country would undoubtedly 
effectually prevent his ravaging this. 

“ As these people are under the most terrible apprehensions from 
the effects of a gun, if one was sent it would be of infinite service.’’ 

“ P.S .—The villages are all burnt or totally deserted from Bhaira- 
gora to Narsinghgar, and from thence within a mile or two of this 
place.” 

The Chuars not only constantly fought with the troops sent to act 
against them, but they actually opposed the officers engaged in a 
survey in tho north and west of the district of Midnapore. Captain 
Carter, who was so employed in 1772,* always moved about with a 
detachment of sepoys to escort him, the size of which may be imagined 
from a consideration of the fact that on one occasion Son at Rs. 8,000 
were disbursed to him for the expenses connected with it. In March 
1774,f when Captain Kennel was Surveyor-General, Lieutenant .Call 
was employed in the surv y of the roads between (’ulna aud ludaa, 
aud was about to prosecute it towards Barahabhum. Kinlapal, and tho 
western part of Bengal. He had twelve sepoys with him, and required 
more as he advanced further westward, where the country was said to 
he infested with dacoits. Mr. Warren Hastings gave^ orders** subse¬ 
quently that he should be supplied with two companies from Midnaporo. 
Apparently this large force was. actually deputed under tho command 
of Lieutenant Young, for in the succeeding month that officer wrote 
to the Residem§,—On the 19th, in the morning, I arrived at asmall 
village called Sageron ; the jungle fellows assembled in a savage body 
1 sent my sircar to them for some provisions, as mine was all expended, 
at this time, for I had not been able to get any since I Ltr Amamagar. 
They sent me word that they would not give any, and that i should 
not go any further that road: I must go hack again ; it we attempt to 
proceed they would fight us. Upon this I ordered my sentinels to. bo 
loaded, but not to fire before they were tired at. Upon then* seeing 
this they went in the jungle, and did not come near us all day. In the 
evening I ordered my sircar to write to tho Rajah at .Barahabhum and 
to acquaint him that we were coming through his district by order of 


* From Edward Bsber to th'.‘ Hon’ble John Cu ‘icr, Kiq., President and buvornof, d»tod 
MLiUnapor \ ib"' liJth February 1772 

t l‘Vmi bioubrnaut Call to tho Raaidont at Midnaporo. drdod Indus, I 
r, m War:ao Hailing* to Mr. Saiautii Lawia, last’d Fort Willis 
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; Prom Mr. Yuuog to Samwl Lswi* Fuq., dated Muabhoom. the : 


h Maroh 1774. 
tlu» Sttlh Maroh 1774. 
April 1774. 


i&W over nor to survey the road, not in an hostile manner, and that 
I would he glad if he would order the ryots to supply me with what 
provisions I wanted, and that I w r ould take care that they should be 
paid for what they brought me. He did not choose to send back an 
answer, but he kept the harkara a prisoner. At this time I was in 
great distress, my people not having had any provisions that day. I 
told them that they should have some in the morning ; that if the 
Barahabhum Rajah did not send me some, that I would order out a 
party to press some. With this they were satisfied. About eight o’clock 
in the evening they attacked my guard at a tank, but they were very 
soon beat back again. They afterwards came several times; in short, they 
were firing at us all night. In the morning at daylight we proceeded 
on route, Mr. Call pursuing his survey. As soon as wo got in the jungle 
they fired at us from all quarters. ‘My detachment parties kept them 
oil for some time. At last they crowded upon tho rear so fast, I was 
obliged to face my people about to drive them off, which I very 
soon did, dropping near a hundred of them. We then proceeded 
on. We had not got far before they came on, and wo were obliged 
to leave off surveying in order that we might get through the jungle as 
soon as we possibly could, and get on a plain, which we did about 
12 o’clock, and here we found that they had got possession of a tank, 
tho only one. However, *we soon took it from them. I then halted to 
refresh my people, eleau my arms, &c., and dress the wounded. As I 
had not any provisions, nor likely to get any, I thought it would be 
prudent in me to proceed to Manhkoom. I wrote a letter to tho Rajah 
of that place for some grain. He immediately sent me some; if he had 
not, .1 don’t know what w r ould have become of us. However, with 
his -assistance, I arrived here last night. Some of my wounded are very 
bad. I will send them in as soon as I can get a conveyance. We shall 
not be able to leave this these five or six days. I must beg of you to 
send me as soon as you can some ammunition. I have but very little 
left; we fired above 40 rounds a man. I have only lost one naik and 
4d sepoys wounded; several eooleys killed and wounded. I must beg 
that you will excuse my not giving you every particular, for Mr, Cali 
and myself are in a fever, and not able to hold our heads up. Mr. Call 
lias received orders from the Surveyor-General to alter Ids route; we are 
to go to Narsinghgar.” And on the 6th May Lieutenant Smith wrote,* 
also from Haldipukkar, saying,—“ I am informed that the hill fellows 
in tho whole environs have agreed to join Jaggarnath Dhall or act in 
concert with him to drive our sepoys out of every part of the country. 
Though I lay very little stress on this last advice, yet, considering (as I 
complained to you on my first arrival) that my ammunition is so much 
exposed that t f .vo or three enterprising fellows in a dark night might 
destroy it, maugre the utmost diligence of the sentries (in which case 
this detachment must be cut off, for these people, being as brave as our 
sepoys, their numbers must prevail when they cannot be kept at a 
distance, their arrows being as superior to bayonets as muskets are to 
arrows), I have set about building a secure place for it, when T shall 


* From T. Sidney Smith, Lieutenant, Commanding at Haldipukhar and Naninghgat, Ij 
ttamudl LewV Eiq , Ihiof of Midn&poro, dated Uahlipukbar, tho 6lh May J 774. 
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have nothing to fear (unless being starved) from all the numbers that 
may be brought against me. 

“Unless Jaggarnath Dhall is subdued the Hobble Company can 
never receive an anna from this side the Subarnrekha river but when 
eepoys arc stationed here, as he tells me under his hand, in answer to a 
message I sent him, that he ought to be Rajah, and that till he is 
he will never cease destroying this country with five and sword.” 

Here must terminate for the present the account of the expeditions-» 
against the Chiefs living ih the western pergunnahs of the district during 
the early period of the Company’s rule, for the Collector being withdrawn 
from Midnapore, the major part, if not all, of the time of the European 
officials left in Midnapore was occupied in providing the Company’s 
investment. What measures were taken to secure the peace of the newly - 
subjugated country are not recorded. 


FRENCH. 

Some account, in addition to that given in a preceding chapter, 
describing the relations subsisting between the English Company’s 
servants and those of the French Compauy, appears suitable here. 
Tuere can be no doubt that the French were extremely jealous of the 
gro wing power^of the English Company, and it is quite possible that 
their interests in many ways clashed with thoso of their successful 
rivals, md; were subordinated to them in many instances from the mere 
force of ‘ircumstances. In June 1771 the President and Council of 
Chandern? gore complained generally that the persons entrusted with tho 
English Coirpany’s affairs in the different factories and arangs, where 
the French Lad people employed, were continually obstructing tho 
latter in their business. But particular complaints were made by (bo 
Irench Residents at Mohanpur, “Choupore,” and “Canicula,” who 
we re unable to recover their balances. Mr. Baber, it was said, went so 
far as to oppose the seizure of a “ delal” (who owed a considerable 
sum) by M. Aussant, inder pretence that tho man was a farmer of the 
English Company’s. A r r. Baber w r as called upon for full explanation of 
the circumstances of the affair,* and he was cautioned anew that ho 
should . avoid giving any ntorruption to the proper course of the 
business of the French Council. In reply the Resident wrote the 
• following lettert,—“ It was oni/ yesterday I had the honor to receive 
your letter dated the 18th of ret month, in which was enclosed an 
extract of a letter from the Council >f Chandernagoro. The complaint 
which is preferred by these ge?'tlemeixi n this extract is so general and 
so vague that I am at a loss how n reply to it. They say that 
4 M. Aussant having designed to seize a delal, I opposed it, under 
pretence that this man was a farmer of th<. English Company/ and to 
this charge you gentlemen are pleasqd to req^re a full explanation of 
the circumstances. I have before expressed myself at a loss how to 
reply to this general accusation in a particular manuer ; and as I can 


* From John Cartier, Thomas K< L il), Charles Floyer, ana j 0 i m Reid, to Mr. Edward 
Briber, moidont at Midnapore, dated Fort William, tho 18tb June 17 with an extract of a letter 
from Clmndonif&W®* dated 17th Juno 177J. 

t Fiom Edward Baber 10 the iobn Carii *\ Pr.-’sidenl fir Governor, , Gcmk-rnea 

Council, dcitr l MulnapoT?, 12tl. July 1771. 
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^onTy guess at what it alludes 
fall on me if I should not be 
directed. 

“ Whilst I was lately on a circuit, and in that part of the province 
near Mohanpur, M. Aussant visited me at Birkul in order to lay 
before me the state of his outstanding balances, and to request my 
assistance in recovering them; at the same time he said he hoped 
I should have no objections to his putting peons over the people from 
whom the balances were due, nor oppose any measure he might take to 
collect, in those debts. I then told him if the measures he intended to 
take would not impede the collection of the revenues, nor any "part 
of the Company’s business, I should never think of interposing in his 
transactions ; on the contrary, I would do him such offices of good will 
as might be in my power and were consistent with ray duty to my 
employers : but that their concerns must be the first object of my care, 
find that I would not permit them to suffer for the sake of his recovering 
bis debts. Ho seemed perfectly satisfied with my answer, and assured 
mo that he was so. When he returned to Mohanpur he sent me a list 
of his debtors, and modestly requested? me to write a purwannah 
directing them to pay his balances without delay, and telling them th*y 
would be left entirely at his mercy if they did qot immediately, 
comply. As two of tho people were chowdiies of the collections and 
most of them in arrears to the Company, for very obvious .easous 
I refused this very extraordinary request. 

“ This, I believe, is what is meant by opposing M. Aussmt s design 
to seize a delal, and I flatter myself it was such an oppos'aon os will 
meet with your approbation. If M. Aussant is to b^ permitted to 
seize on the inhabitants at pleasure, and I am not tr interpose, how 
can I be answerable for the collections? He iruy seize upon a 
zemindar or talookdar and pay himself out of * & revenues due to 
the Company. I imagine it would appear a st ange reason to you, 
gentlemen, for a deficiency in the revenue to ^y that it proceeded 
from a part of them being appropriated to discharge the debts contracted 
by the French Agent at Mohanpur. BeiVy I conclude,-permit me to 
make a remark on that part of the extract * the letter from Ghander- 
nugore which says ‘ I opposed M. Aus-ant’s design of seizing a delal 
on pretence of his being a farmer of the Company s 1 his I suppose 
~ oil were told by M. Aussant, and I therefore declare that it 
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M Au ;sant ; I told him he mus^°t seize the people employed in the 
revenues, and that I must and 'ould collect them in preference to his 
or any debts. I may with ju^co retort tho word pretence, and f do not 
scruple to declare that M. A«*ant has made advances to persons who 
are unable to fulfil their .rgagemonts, and that under the pretence ot 
my obstructing his basin « wants to excuse himself to his superiors 
I am sorry, eentlemon, you should have any occasion to r T eat 
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to make against me will appear both frivolous and ill-founded.” This 
explanation fully satisfied Government of the propriety of Mr. Baber’s 
conduct. They said*,—We can by no means allow of tho ryots or 
inhabitants of the Company's lands being seized and confined by agents 
of any other European nation without being allowed to appeal to the 
country courts under the inspection of your Residents or Collectors ; 
but as we would also wish to have justice done to the agents on those 
occasions, we desire that you will give every assistance that ^ may bo 
necessary towards tho immediate adjustment of their accounts. 

But the equanimity of the Resident seems to have been serious y 
disturbed, and actuated by a feeling that his conduct had not me 
with the praise it merited. He wrote in September 17 < 1 the follow ing 
letterf: ‘ 4 Since I find that every trifling circumstance which can 

interfere in the least with M. Aussant’s business is turned into mat er 
of complaint against me ond represented by him to the Council o 
Chandernagore, and that these complaints are thrown into the mass of 
grievances which these gentlemen daily represent they arc daily Buflei- 
ing from the servants at subordinates, I flatter myself it will not be 
deemed an unnecessary par* in me if I endeavour to clear myt)wn 
conduct from that odium which these accusations are intended t > 
throw on the servants of the Company in general, which have already, 
and which, I ap*prehend, will affect me in particular, lo be frequently 
called upon in a public manner to answer complaints which the breueli 
Council are pleased to prefer against me, to have every rifling act m 
which oven a weaver of the French is concerned magnified into an act 
of oppression, to have my conduct arraigned and misrepresenteu because 
it happens to displease a French agent, are circumstances wh oh I 
think I may be allowed to call very mortifying ; and thoug.i 1 lia\u 
had the satisfaction to prove their former complaints ill-grounded, ana 
hope never to give just cause for any in future, still it. '5 an°! nc ' _ , 
to be obliged to explain every individual transaction to L * 

chooses to represent to his superiors. I therefore repe at nry tiopos, <-> tn /j 
men, that you will not think I am prematurely excusing m }80 y 
epistle, for I find I am so situated that to do my duty to the Company 
is to give offence to M. Aussant, and that every o^nce oi nrallv 
called an obstruction .to the trade of the French. I ha 11 j. i ‘ e 
the case, I beg leave to prove by the enclosed otter, w noh i . 
to send to you, because, as 1 have just alleged, 1 cannot a ok > J 
ing myself to the complaints of the French Gouuc 
interests of my employers in preference to theirs. 

“ M. Aussant in this letter declares that ho mus. be oidig ed to 
complain to his superiors if I will not give suoh orders o ie s lei c ais, 
do., as to prevent their being insolent to him. Ho a ^ a0 K ^” s . a . 
am the author and supporter of all the insults and obstructions lie 
meets with from tho natives, and this on the demonstrative argument 
that because I am Chief of tho province every act of those under my 
authority must he committed with my privity or consent. Llius, it a 
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^ildar, zemindar, or any other officer of the collections, should, as 
may sometimes happen, presume on ln3 authority, tho’ I am an utter 
stranger to the matter, the act is attributed to me, and without my 
hearing a word of it, immediately transmitted to Chandernagore, where 
it receives the stamp of an oppression and then is laid before you. 

“ Permit me, gentlemen, to lay before you the cause of the present 
insult offered to’M. Aussant, that you may judge how far I am an 
accessory; but give me leave to premise that his letter was the first 
information I had of the sheikdar’s conduct. The Orissa year is now 
expiring. The rents are to be collected as completely as lies in ray 
power. My duty and honour both demand it. I had issued orders 
throughout the province that those persons who could not fully pay 
their "rents by the end of the year would have their estates sold to 
make good the deficiency. In consequence of this order, it seems, the 
tehsildar of Kurul sent for Pam Chunder Mater (the man mentioned 
by M. Aussant), as he was in arrears of rent. This man was at this 
time under the confinement of M. Aussant’s peons. In opposition to 
them the tehsildar carried him to the eutcherry to give in his acoounts, 
and* pay his arrears of rent before the *year expires, and this is the 
insolence so highly resented by M. Aussant. Hence, gentlemen, you 
see the impossibility of collecting the revenues without giving cause 
of complaint. To M. Aussant’s declaration of my supporting and 
encouraging the people in insolence, I can only assure you that I 
never, directly or indirectly, countenanced such behaviour, or ever 
threw an obstacle in his way of trade. As to his saying that if I will 
not give effectual orders to prevent the insalts he meets with he must be 
obliged to complain, it is mere chicanery. You cannot, I hope, gentlemen, 
suppose that I would refuse giving such orders. Be assured 1 would 
no t, for my own character’s sake, be so mean to encourage these people 
in any iriteolenee, even if I had not the weighty consideration of your 
commands to prevent it; but these are not the orders which he wants. 
Those he wishes to havo, and without which he will be eternally 
complaining, are what I mentioned to you in my former letter, viz. a 
full power over the people indebted to him, and a prohibition to the 
tehsildars sending for them whilst they are under the custody of his 
peons. In a word, the real truth of the matter is what I have before 
had the honour to represent. The persons from whom his balances 
are due are men of no great property, who find a difficulty even in 
paying their rent3 to the" Company. If, therefore, they pay his debts, 
they must fall in arrears to the Company. If the Company’s revenue 
is to bo paid, M Aussant cannot recover his balances so soon as ho 
wishes and his superiors expect. They are urgent with him to collect 
in tho advances he has made. He is solicitous to excuse himself for 
the best excuse he has is to throw the biame on me. 
however, I apprehend it is impossible I should be at 
ther the apprehension of M. Aussant’s 
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concerned, and the necessity of defending tlfenx will, I hope, bo a suffi¬ 
cient apology for the trouble I am obliged to give you.” 

In September of the following year the Agent of the French Com¬ 
pany stationed at Mohanpur, one M. Sauson, wrote to the Resident*,— 
“ The irregular behaviour of Groussobonounde, sikdar of this pergunnah, 
constrains me to'break a silence I kept only four months since upon 
his ill practices, as I did hope he would comply with my intentions and 
mend himself. I am not able to think him authorized in it from youv 
orders, and I do present to you with a confidence my complaint against 
that man. 

“You are not unacquainted, no doubt, sir, with our Company, 
creditor of great sums in this country, and you may know by your 
pains in recovering your cazenas how hard it is to me to recover our 
Company the remainders. But I could not be thinking the most 
great difficulties in it should be caused from your servants. Every day 
your sikdar in this country raises against me some new impediments. 
Feared from all these inhabitants, whom he is a little tyrant of, he dares 
to inflict a punishment, and amerce such of our debtors who made to us 
any payment. This charge, sir, is not rambling and unfounded ; and 
. the unhappy men so unjustly punished from him made themselves to 
me their complaints of it, but as a great secret, for fear of being 
xposed to any more illtreatmonts from his part. Unsatisfied from it, 

' said sikdar every month keeps in your cutcherry ten, twenty days, 
ai often a month ago, our debtors, under the pretence of getting your 
r is. At the first time I made known to him that this way from his 
inconvenient. I would detain nobody, and lor the same 
J 38oii would not him detaining our debtors and withdrawing them 
thepursuitg, I had the right of making against them, at last that 
esired him to release them and let them to go home. But he did 
C0na plj r with my request, and till now driven off mo ^§ith some 

i , * bad patiently suffered it, sir, in the hope of any changing iu 

conduct; and newly come in that place, I were not willing to 
ogin my acqu aintanoe with you by some complaints and impleading 
o 0i) Rations. But lately his refusal of releasing one debtor ot om s, 
^nton^up Dulal, whom he detains two months siuce, and his bold- 

with which he dared himself make to me any propositions tor tlie 
payment of the sum that man is indebted to us, does not let me o 'eep 
more a silence which should be prejudicial to the interests 1 am 
entrusted with. From what right that sikdar is intermeddling with our 
affairs and is detaining our debtors, and more particularly upon what 
title takes he upon himself to determine any times for payment, and to 
fi x the sum that is able to pay one debtor of ours b o keeps as a prisoner ? 
(Jive me leave, sir, to hope you will be sensible of such irregular and 
impertinent behaviour of your sikdar, and you will be so kind as to 
reprimand him and to forbid him from detaining no more our debtors, 
aud causing me hereafter any troubles in such pursuits I think conve¬ 
nient for the recovering of our remainders in this country. 


p From M. Simeon to tho Gentleman Chief of the Kuglifih Faciofy at IVm'iiibj a *, •InleU 
I’ ohanpurj the 32nd September 1772 . 
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“ As for the said Sautofiguery, at my arrival in that place I had 
the purpose of writing to you, and together with yourselves imagining 
any means of convention with that man. But his coming to me, and liis 
promises, hindered me from it. Give me leave, sir, to beg from you 
t.0 let me know your intentions concerning that object. I do expect 
very impatiently the favour of your answer.” To which Mr. Baber 
replied* “ I have been honoured by the receipt of your letter dated the 
27th, and am sorry to hear that you meet with difficulties in the business 
entrusted to your care. You may be assured, sir. that I neither know 
of, nor shall ever encourage, any improper behaviour in any person 
under my jurisdiction, and that on the contrary I shall, always be ready 
to remove every cause of complaint as far as lies in my power.” 

It appears that by this time a better understanding had come to 
be established between the Resident and tho French Agent, as tho 
following letter, written in January of the year 1773, will showf :— “ I 
hove been honoured by the receipt of your letter dated the 6th instant, 
and am sorry that business should have deprived me of the pleasure you 
intended me in coming to Midnapore. I am sennible, sir, of the 
acknowledgments you have been pleased to make me for the trifling 
civilities it has hitherto fceon in my power to show you, and be assured , 
it will always be a pleasure to me to render you any services within 
the circle of my narrow sphere. Some time ago I sent for Santagiri to 
account for some balances that were due from him here, but he is run 
away, and my peon has been returned. I am entirely ignorant of ud 
peons being sent for his brother, nor have I any business with h^’ 
and I have sont an order for the peons you speak of to be sent h" yer 
I am not quite certain what time T shall be at Birkul, but wb ^ g0 

it is I shall be glad of the pleasure of seeing you there; and I an q y 
answer for the gentlemen who will he with me, that it will »; e GC \ ■. 
agreeable*to them. I beg, &o.” When Mr Samuel L ^ 18r ^ narv 
Mr. Baber, M. Sauson addressed him in the following extraoi ^ 
letter^ “ A young French solitary in your neighbourh ood, no 
u i known to you, is very desirous of getting an acquaint* uioeiwi ^ ^ 
and tho honour of your friendship, and dares flatter bin J! 1 . 
hoping you will be pleased to disdain not that, his reques t. l~ e 1 
you will go to Birki^, and his intention was to go aud set'\ Y ° a r 
present you there his respects. But he finds himself deprived oi ^ 
satisfaction; therefore he begs leave, sir. to present you them in a 
writing, as his compliment of congratulation for your new appoint¬ 
ment, Deign, sir, receive them kindly, and to grant him the favour of 
your good will. That solitary has the honour to be, with a perfect 
consideration, sir, your most humble and most obedient servant.” 

Almost simu ltaneously with this letter the Government, ruledg 
that if any complaints were preferred by weavers or others against the 
violence and oppression of the agents or gomastahs of the foreign com- 
panics within Urn districts, the Collector was to refer the complaining 
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parties to the Faujdari Adalat, and instruct the officers of that court 
to issue their orders in the same form and 'process as was used and 
ordained in all cases respecting the natives of tho country, whether the 
persons complained against were European or native gomastahs. Should 
tho agents refuse to attend the summons or submit to the decrees of 
the court, the Collector was to receive a report of tho same and apply 
for further orders. In December the Resident wrote .to M. Sauson :* 
“ I am sorry I have been deprived the pleasure of your company on 
account of Mr. Marriott. I can but flatter myself they will shortly 
subside, and I shall have the honour of entertaining you both. Wish¬ 
ing you many happy returns of the season, I remain, &c.” With this 
friendly letter it appears suitable to take leave of this not uninteresting 
subject, for before Mr. Lewis left the district no cause was found for 
any disagreement with the French agents resident in Midnapore. 


JUDICIAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

It was during the interval between 1770 and 1774 that great 
obanges in the judicial administration of the two provinces were elabo¬ 
rated and gradually introduced, to take place, to all appearances, concur¬ 
rently with those other great changes in tho highest courts of justice 
located in Calcutta, which were brought in .simultaneously with the 
appointment of Mr. Warren Hastings ns the first Governor-General 
of India. In December 1771 Mr. Edward Baber, the Resident at 
Midnapore was informed! that the Hon’ble tho Court of Directors had 
been pleased to order that all power give u to the judges of the several 
courts of justice throughout the country of imposing arbitrary fines 
should be immediately abolished, and that the sunnucls appointing 
judges for the Mahomedans an£ Brahmins for the Hindoos should be 
reptered in form, and a r^ cor d be made of the sentences t iu the 
NabotH>oourts, one copy to be kept in the outcherry and another trans¬ 
mitted to “ Siixudabad.-” 

They had afP absolutely ordered the abolition of ail taxes or 
duties on plaintiff md defendant, and they strongly recommended io 
method of dettymining all causes by arbitration in oven eu.cierry 
throughout thj country. Mr. Baber was therefore decree ° use^ ns 
endeavours J 0 have these general points carried into *xeeutien, a - 
it was apprehended that'giving security for the paymei o - 

the adjustment of disputes had tended greatly to di>c<)Ui^ | 

of arbitration, he was to exert his efforts aud direct his 

the abolition of ohout iu all cases of arbitration. ,. , .. f 

The Government said that they had reason -<> j TJ - ‘ 1 

method of administering justice in the out cherries was wj o o L ‘ 
many objections, and labouring under numerous deieots , am 1 
■Resident a experience would doubtless enable him to point the® out 
and to suggest such measures as might be the most likely to piono o a 
reformation; lie was d l to give full information thereon, tbit tlie 
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fe^ersons to come down,to the presidency with complaints from the 
different districts under the pretence that they had in vain applied for 
redress to the Collector, Dewan, and Courts of Adalat. 

In the course of the year the Collector was addressed by the 
Revenue Department in the following circular*,—“Many complaints 
have been made to us that the decrees of the courts of adalat in the 


mofussil are frequently eluded with impunity by the persons against 
whom they have passed. If this practice is allowed to gain ground the 
authority of our courts will entirely lose their effect. We therefore 
require your particular attention to this circumstance, as we shall con¬ 
sider you very blameable if the decrees of your courts are not properly 
enforced. The rule to be observed is to oblige the person against whom 
tho decree passes either to pay the amount within a limited time or 
give security which shall be satisfactory to the complainant. Failing 
in their performance of either of these conditions, they are to be 
imprisoned untl they fulfil their decree.” 

Somewhat later still the President requested! that the Board would 
determine on the mode of appointing the officers to the provincial 
courts of Faujdari Adalat, which in their institution and the judicature 
they exercised were immediately dependent on the Sudder Nizamut 
Adalat, and. which was a branch in the administration of Government, 
wherein it was prescribed by the regulations that the Government were 
only to act by influence, and by a secret, not an avowed, control. The 
mode, therefore, which occurred to the President as most proper to be 
followed was to allow the daroga of the Sudder Nizamut Adalat, the 
Kazi-ul-Kazaat and the chief Mafti to recommend the proper persons 
for filling the offices of the mofussil kazis, maftis, and moulvies, and to 
grant them the usual perwannahs of appointment after having received 
the approbation of the President, who, when ho esteemed such appoint¬ 
ments in any respect of consequence, or when they proceeded from 
dismissions, would report them to the Board. It was therefore resolved 
that the rule proposed by the President for appointing the mofussil 
officers under the Sudder Nizamut Adalat be in future observed. But as 
thief regulation was not meant to affect tho kazis, maftis, and moulvies 
already appointed in office, unless they should give cause for their 
removal, from being guiity of any crime or misconduct, it was resolved 
further that the daroga, &c., bo directed to issue the customary perwan- 
nahs of appointment to the existing incumbents, and submit to tho 
President a list of such as were still required to complete the establish¬ 
ments in all the distriots. The Resident was directed to prevent any 
innovations that should be attempted in the rule thus laid down. 

The Collector or Resident used to submit! to the Honorable the 
President, &o., Members of the Council of Eevenue, the proceedings of 
the Dew ani Adalat for each quarter, also the proceedings of the Faujdari 


* W.trren Ha ting : \ William AkUreev, P.M. Daeres, Thomas Lane, Richard Harwell, 
II. Uuodr, h> ; 1'. Graham, nii<l William Laml* rt, to Mr. Samuel Lewis, Collector of Midnaaoro, 
nut,ud Kor f William, Mio'jvlj May 1773, 

f Extract from the Prmodinga of the Council of Rovenue, being enclosure to a fetter from 
Rich» d Barbell. Supervisor of tho Kbalsa,to Mr. Samuel Lewis, Collector of Midnapore,dated Fort 
.William, tho 2Sth July 1773. 

X 1* roiu tfamutil Lewis to tho Hon’blo the Pri iiont, &c., Members of the Council of Revenue, 
dated (' dcutta. die 2dth September 1773 






Ardalat with English abstracts. The Collector likewise used to return 
to the Honorable the President and Members of the Sudder Adalat 
summonses for the appearance of respondents to answer appeals * * * § Ho 
also used to submit the attested copies of the several papers and 
proceedings had in cases in the Midnapore cut cherry. That the < ollector 
or Hesident himself tried and pronounced decrees in civil cases even so 
early as 1767 will be dear from the following extraotf '— “ The com¬ 
plaint was originally made to Mr. Graham imthe Orissa year 1174, and 
referred by him to arbitration; but the present appellant, not satisfied 
with their award, applied to Mr. Baber in the year 1178, by whom 
it was again decreed.” 

The form of the summons issued in 1773 in civil appeals may bo 
regarded with interest:— 

“ Sudder Dewani Adalat, Calcutta^ :— 

Kishen Chum, Bearer, Talookdar of Meroopore, Ac.,) i .m « 
in the pergunnah Sabang, in Midnapore ... j ^ ’ 

versus 

Kerperam, Bearer, and SafHaram, Bearer, of the same ) j^ espon ^ €n f_ 
place ... ... ••• ..•) 

u Whereas a decree passed in the Dewani Adalat of Midnapore 
on the day of Poos 1178 in favour of respondent, with which decree 
the appellant* being dissatisfied has appealed to the Sudder Dewani 
Adalat, the said Kerperam, Bearer, and Saffiaram, Bearer, are hereby 
strictly commanded to appear in person or by vakeel at the Khulsa of 
Calcutta on the 6th day of October next to give in answer and to defend 
tho suit. 

By order of the Court, 

G. Bogle, Registrar 

In January 1774§ it was declared that the Nizamut Adalat was 
under the immediate superintendence of tho Honorable President, and 
the Government therefore resolved that the proceedings of the mofossil 
Faujdari Adalats should be transmitted through him to the Nizamut 
Adalat, to whioh regulation they directed that the Collector would 
pay the strictest attention. And in the succeeding month the Govern¬ 
ment ordered|| that such warrants of the Naib of the Nazim for tho 
execution of the sentences of the Nizamut Adalat on prisoners in the 
districts under the Collector’s authority as he might receive from the 


* From Samuel Lewis to the Hon ble tbu President aud Members of the Sn ider Adalat, dra<?.l 
Midi)fipore, the 14th October 1778. . 

t From Samuel Lewis to the ITou’ble the President and Members of the Sudder Adalat, 
dated Midnapore, the 14th October 1773. 

j Enclosure to a letter from Samuel Lewis to tho Hon’ble the President and Members of the 
SudtW Adalat. dated Midnapore, the Hth October 1773. 

§ From Warren Hasting, William Aldersny, James Lawrell, H- Goodwin. Thomas G .h im 
aud W. Lambert, to Mr. Samuel Lewis, Collector of Midnapore, dated F.»rb William, the 4th 
'January \7H.~Circular, Revenue Department 

l! From Warren Hastings, William Alder&ey, P.M.Dacres, H. Goodwin, T. Graham, W. Lambert 
•ndG.-jj-go Virsittart, to Mr. Samuel Lowir Collector of Midnapore, dated Fort William, the 
bin February im.—Bcnnuc 
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Honorable tbe President be was to cause to be carried into execution 
by the officers of the court, and conform to the orders which might from 
time to time accompany them. 

Amon^ the English records of the district belonging to the same 
month is found the following letter* “ Herewith you will receive the 
sentences of the Nizamut Adalat on sundry prisoners tried by the 
Foujdari Adalat of the district of Midnapore, under the seal of the 
Naib or representative of * the Nazim, with his warrant affixed to each, 
agreeably to the enclosed list. You are hereby directed to deliverthe 
same to the proper officers of the Foujdari Adalat, that the warrants 
of the Naib may be carried into execution. 

Abstract of tbe warrants of the Naib Nazim :— 


Prisoner’s Name. 

Crime. 

Judgment, 

Sontence. 

Pullol Doss ... . 

Lowa . 

Rape 

Murder 

Guilty 

Manslaughter ... 

Durrah 100. 

Death. 


(A true extract.) 

GL Bogle. 


« From Warren Haitings to Mr. Samuel Lewis, Collector of jUiduapore, dated Fort William, 
the 16th February 1774. 

















CHAPTER VI. 




LAND REVENUE. 

Period 1771-1774. 

It appears that in 1770 the Directors were disappointed in finding 
that the Midnapore revenues had not lately increased. They said in a 
General letter dated 23rd March, addressed to the Government*,—“ As 
the whole state of your revenues will come under the observation 
of our Commissioners, we shall say the less on the little improvement 
which appears in the Midnapore collections, which by no means answer 
the expectations wo formed on what our long possession of them might 
produce.” ^ The Company had found fault with Air. Yansittrirt’s 
administration of the revenues of the province. Mr. Baber, in a letter 
on the subject to the Collector-General, saidf,—“ If it would not bo 
deemed foreign to the present purpose, I might here do a piece of 
justice to Mr. Vansittart’s attention to, and capacity for, this branch of 
business, and indeed a piece of justice which the paragraph from the 
Company’s General letter seems to require, by remarking that had the 
collections of these provinces been capablo of any considerable increase, 
it would have been made by him. If the improvement of them is to bo 
judged of by a comparison of others, I believe it will be found to 
stand^ this test. When Mr. Johnstone took the charge of them from 
the Nabob, their rents were only 4,62,036 Alla Sicca; he increased 
them in the time of his residence to 5,02,137 Alla Sicca, at which 
rato they continued until the time of Mr. Graham. As soon as this 
gentleman was appointed, he employed his attention in scrutinizing 
their state and condition, and from the materials which he thus obtained 
a very accurate statement was formed of what increase might be laid 
on the rents, and of what allowances, which had been established by 
the Moorish Government, might be resumed to the Company. Accord- 
ing to this statement the collections to he paid to the Company were 
increased to 8,13,168. Not satisfied with the knowledge ho had 
obtained through intermediate channels, Mr. Graham mndo a circuit 
of the provinces, that he might inform himself on the spot of their 
produce, extent, and cultivation. However, he did not discover on this 
c ircuit any furthor means of an increase, and they were settled at nearly 
the saiuo rate the next year. When Air. Vansittari was appointed 
Resident, he followed the example of his predecessor, and made a tour 
of the provinces likewise, and I suppose found the former settlement 
so near the real value of the lauds that it would not bear an increase 
without distressing the inhabitants, for he raised the rents only a fow 


* -Extract from tbo General letter from Furopo by the Mansfield, dated Hie 23rd M .-t h 
7u, being the enclosure to a letter from Claud Russell, Collector-General, io Mr. Baber Re .ideal 
fit Midnapore, dated Calcutta the 17th January 1771. 

fK .f-i ^ rom Edward Baber to Claud Russell, Esq., Collaotor-Geheral, dated MiJnunore 

toe cOlh January 1771, 
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red rupees, except in the western jungles. But as these jung] 
''have not been sufficiently reduced to pay their rents peaceably, I shall 
only remark that hitherto the annual expense of sending troops to 
quiet disturbances and to reduce these unruly inhabitants to obedience 
has been as great as their annual rents. I hope that Mr. Vansittarfc’s 
settlement of these collections will hereafter be realized to the Company 
without any of these deductions. But I apprehend an increase in 
their rents is scarcely to be effected, as the principal parts of these 
jungles is waste <laud without inhabitants. From this sketch of the 
province it will appear that the revenues have been nearly doubled 
sinoe they have been in the Company’s possession, and from all the infor¬ 
mation I have obtained it appears that the rents cannot be raised higher 
without distressing the inhabitants. As a corroborating instance to 
those I have already given how nearly the rents are raised to the- 
value of the lands, I beg leave to inform you that many talooks have 
been obliged to -be 6old every year since the ‘settlement made in 
Mr. Graham’s time on account of the talookdars being unable to fulfil their 
engagements. It should also be considered that until Mr. Graham’s 
time the settlement of the revenues was rather nominal than real, as 
the amount of what appeared on paper was not collected; but, on the 
contrary, large balances remained. Since that period the revonues have 
been completely collected and realized to the Company. In the year 
1767 this province suffered a severe loss by drought to the amount 
of Rs. 1,50,000. Last year’s calamity and its dreadful consequences are 
too recent for me to remind you of them. These aoeidents are not 
only great impediments to the improvement of the revenues, but have 
been the occasion of encumbrances upon them. I mean the tegavy which 
the Company have been obliged to lend in order to enable the ryots 
to cultivote the lands. If we have two or three succeeding favourable 
seasons the country will recover itself, and the ryots be able to pay 
tiioir rents without the assistance they now receive from the Company 
of tegavy, which is so much money sunk for a time. 

“ Both Mr. Graham and Mr. Vansittart made the zemindars enter 
into engagements to cultivate all the waste lands in their several 
districts, and gave all the encouragement they could to induce them to 
cultivate the most useful produce. These engagements have been very 
strictly attended to, so that I do not see any means of increasing the 
revenues of the provinces of Midnapore and Jellasore. Were it possible 
to induce the inhabitants of the country adjacent to the western jungles 
to come and settle in them, their rents might be considerably 
augmented ; but this is a projeot more to be wished than expected.” 

In December 1771 Mr. Baber argued* against the expectation of 
an inci- ase in the settlement of the rents of the two provinces for the 
year. \fr. Baber simply put on the increase of Rs. 9.000 in order to 
coiled in the remainder of a balance which w as originally occasioned 
by a deduction made in Mr. Vansittart’s time on account of two 
unfavourable seasons. Besides this amount Mr. Baber intended to 
stipulate for the payment of the remaining half of the sum remitted in 


* From Edward Raber to the Hoo’ble the President and the rest of the Members of the 
Controlling Committee of Revenue, dated Midu*pore tho7' h December 1771. 









the year of the famine. That sum was Es. 27,000, half of which was 
recovered in the previous year. Mr. Baber went on to say,—“ There is 
a custom in these provinces which has prevailed many years, and 
which, I believe, was prevalent in the Nabob’s time in many parts of 
the provinces of Bengal ; but as it appears to me to be of a pernicious 
tendency, I beg leave to point it out to you, gentlemen, that you may 
judge of it: it is called halbunjun. The interpretation of these two 
words gives the precise meaning of the custom, whioh is breaking in 
upon the new year’s rents. For instance, the Orissa year ends in 
August; a part of the approaching new year’s rent is brought into 
the August kist. The amount of the halbunjun of the two pro¬ 
vinces is a lakh and ninety thousand rupees. Now, if' you gentlemen 
should disapprove of this system, and would have it abolished, this sum 
mus f be deducted from the present settlement; for if there are no resources 
to admit of an increase of the rents, it will appear that the same sum, 
which is the amount of fourteen or fifteen months’ kists, cannot be 
paid within twelve. In order to illustrate this position, permit me to 
explain myself a little further. Suppose the rents from September 1770 
to August 1771 are ten lakhs of rupees, this sum is collected in at the 
expiration of the year; but then a lakh and ninety thousand rupees of 
the rents of 1772 are forestalled and paid at the end of the year 1771. 
If. therefore, they are not permitted to break in upon the new year’s 
rents, there will be a deficiency of this sum. 

“ I am well aware this will appear a large deduction, and whether 
you, gentlemen, think the abolition of this custom (which has 
prevailed over since this was a province) ought to take place at this 
expense, is a point you are the best judges of. I only mention the 
circumstance, as I think it my duty to give you every information in 
my power of the real state of the revenues under my charge. I 
would beg leave to submit to your consideration, with all deferenoe to 
your superior judgments, the following circumstance, whether this 
system should be abolished at once or by degrees, in the space of three 
or four years, in which time perhaps some sources of increase may be 
discovered adequate to the annual deduction. I flatter myself the 
proposed settlement will meet with your approbation, and I should be 
glad to bo favoured with your sentiments as soon as it is convenient, 
since your sanction is only wanting to conclude this business.” Being 
called upon for further exposition regarding the bad tendonoy of 
ihe custom of halbhanjan, Mr. Baber said:—“I have already men¬ 
tioned in my letter* of the 7th ultimo what I judged one strong 
objection to it, namely, that it was breaking in upon the new year’s 
ronis. Whatever sum is collected from the ryot, on this-account the 
zemindar receives without interest; and though it is. in fact, money 
lent in advances, yet custom has made it be looked upou by the ryot 
as a part of his rents, and he advances it without any compen¬ 
sation of interest, which is certainly a hardship and a loss to him. But 
v/hat I apprehend as the most dangerous consequence is that it opens 
a ( loor to a very pernicious practice, and this is, that if a zemindar 


• Frono Edward Baber to the Iion’hle tha President, <£c., Members of the* Controlling 
omimttee of Revenue, dated ididnapore, the 12th January 1772. 
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tmld have squandered away his rents and is hard pressed at the 
end of the year, he will increase the halbunjun on the ryot in 
proportion to his wants, and, without looking to futurity, rack his 
pergunnah to relieve his present distresses; and if he should have art 
enough to increase the halbunjun without being discovered until it 
came° so high that necessity obliges the poor ryot to complain (for 
the zemindars have such an influence over them that they must be 
pressed very hard before their sufferings can get the better'of their 
fears), I am afraid the consequence will then be that a deduction 
must be made in proportion to the exaction. But allowing, gentlemen, 
that these objections are not of sufficient weight to induce you to 
abolish the custom, permit me to ask if it is not rather a fallacious 
statement of the revenue to take from the succeeding year’s rents 
in order to pay the present, and whether it is not an incumbrance 
from which it will in the end be better to divest the estate.” 

It is incidentally mentioned in a postscript to this letter that the 
season for collecting the halbhanjan did not commence till June. In 
a subsequent communication* Mr. Baber said that the custom of 
halbhanjan had existed so long that its continuance for two or three 
years more could be of no detriment to the country; therefore, though 
sanction had been obtained to its abolition, yet the Resident recom¬ 
mended that as the Company would suffer a diminution in the revenue 
by its immediate abolition adequate to the amount of the halbhanjan, 
which was nearly two lakhs of rupees, in order to obviate so great a 
deficiency of the rents a gradual abolition should be introduced by 
prohibiting it first in such of the porgunnahs as from plentiful harvests 
could afford to pay their rents without halbhanjan. Strict attention 
on the part of the Resident to the business of the collections would 
enable him to eradicate the custom in the course of two or three 
years, without one-fourth of the loss that would be incurred by 
doing it at once. The Governmentf finally resolved that the cus¬ 
tom of halbhanjan was to be abolished by degrees. The reasons 
Mr. Baber assigned for offering his plan to the consideration of Govern¬ 
ment were said to be very just, and met with approval. The abolition 
was therefore to be carried into execution in the manner Mr. Baber 


had pointed out. . 

In October 1771 it was reported^: that the collections, m the two 
provinces, of the Orissa year 1178, or, according to the Christian era, 
of the year commencing with the month of August 1770 and ending 
with September 1771, had been completed without any balances 
remaining, on which the Government expressed their satisfaction.! 

In ] 7 72. with regard to the misconduct of a zemindar, the Resident 
wrote the following letter to Mr. Alderseyil‘“ Dear Sir,—As the 


* From Edward Baber to the Hon’bk* the President ami Members of the Controlling Com¬ 
mittee of Revenue of Fort William, dated Miclnapore, the 27th April 1772. 

t From Warren Hasting*, Mr. Alder soy, P. M. Ducres, Thomas Lnne, Richard Harwell, 
.hum .< H-v> > ; James Rnwrell, H Goodwin, and T. Graham, to Mr. Edward Baber, Resident at 
Midnapore, dated Fort William, the 8th May 1772. 

I F.om the Resident to the Hou’ble the President and the rest of the Members of the 
Controlling 1 ’ommittre of Rcvemio of Fort William, dated the 6th October 1771 ^ 

fj From lohn Cartier, Samuel Middleton, Claud Russ?U,and John Rccd, to Mr. Edward Bubi>. 
Resident at kUdnapore. dated Fort Williura, the 8th October 1771. 

j) From Edward Babor to William Alders ey, Esq., dated Midnapore, the 7th July 1772. 
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authority of the President is devolved to you by the absence of 
Mr. Hastings, I beg leave to request the favour of you to send hither an 
unruly subject of mine who has fled to Calcutta without any leave and 
without giving any information. The person is the Eajah of Kashijora. 
The Orissa year is within two months of its expiration, and he is 
above sixty thousand rupees in arrears. The necessity of his presence 
must be therefore very obvious. But the manner of his elopement 
makes it still more necessary that he should be sent back immediately. 
I had required his attendance at Midnapore on urgent business. 
Conscious of his remissness in paying his revenue, he made his escape 
to Calcutta instead of obeying my orders. This is a complication of 
refractory behaviour, and it is needless to point out to you the bad 
consequence which must result from this contemptuous treatment of 
the Resident's authority. I have only therefore to add my wishes 
that he may be immediately ordered to return, and that in such a 
manner as wall show him he will meet with the same resentment for a 
contempt of the authority which you, gentlemen, have been pleased 
to delegate, as he would for a contempt of the power that confers it." 
In a postscript the Resident wrote,—“ If you should not know where 
to find this man, Cossinaut, Mr. Russell's banyan, can inform you, as 
he is gone to him." 

In August 1772 it was ordered* that an advertisement should be 
published inviting proposals for farming the lands of the Midnapore 
and Jollasore districts. “You will be pleased," said the Secretary to 
the Council in writing to Mr. Baber, “ to prepare a rent-roll and 
jumma wasilbakee of your districts for three or four years past, 
an account of the collections for the same space of time, and an account 
of the divisions into which you are of opinion the provinces of Midnapore 
and Jellasore should be separated for farming, bo as to promise the 
most advantageous terms to the Company. 

“ Copies of the jumma wassilbakee and rent-roll of your districts 
are likewise to be exposed at the Sudder cutoherry to the examination 
of all persons, who are to have free access to them, and you are to 
signify the same to them by a public advertisement. 

“ When the period limited in the advertisement for the reception 
of proposals is expired, you will transmit: all you shall have received 
to the Board at Calcutta, together with the above-mentioned papers 
and such others as you may deem necessary for their information and 
guidance in framing the settlement of your districts." Mr. Baber 
replied !,—" In the regulations which accompanied the advertisement, 
I observe that the Collector's servants and dependents of all deno¬ 
minations are prohibited holding farms or having any connections. 
I beg leave to ask whether the present zemindars and talookdars of 
tins province may be permitted to turn farmers ; for if they are not, 
there is nobody in this oountry to make proposals, the whole of it 
being in the hands of hereditary zemindars, who derive their right 
from original sunnuds granted to their ancestors. This particular 


* From W. Wyroes, Secretary, to Mr. Edward Baber, Resident at Midnapore. dated Fort 
William, the 26th August 1772. 

t From Edward Baber to the HonTjle Warren Hastings, President and Governor, 
Council, dated Midnapore* the 1st September 1772. 
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ircumstaiiee relative to these provinces may probably merit your 
particular attention. In Lord Clive’s administration the Select 
Committee had the same intention of farming them, but it was not 
carried into execution on this account.” 

In the year 1772 still further changes, in addition to those 
described in a preceding chapter, were made in the constitution of the 
highest courts of jurisdiction in revenue matters. In a letter 
addressed to Mr. Edward Baber, Resident of Midnapore, on the 13th 
October,* * * § occur these words:— 

“ This serves to advise you that we have this day formed ourselves 
into a new Board of Revenue, consisting of the whole members of 
our Council, for conducting the business of that department at the 
Presidency, and we have iu consequence to direct that you do regulate 
yourself accordingly in your future correspondence, observing always 
to address us as President and Council of Revenue whenever the 
business of the revenue may be concerned.” In another communi¬ 
cation, following almost immediately after, it is writtenf,—“ As it has 
been thought expedient for the sake of conducting the business of the 
Khalsa with more ease and dispatch to have it superintended by a 
Member of the Board in monthly rotation, you are accordingly to corre¬ 
spond with him occasionally, and to obey all such orders as the Super¬ 
intendent shall think it necessary to send you from time to time upon 
the subject of the revenue.” Bearing on the same subject is the 
following letter to the ResidentJ :—" It having been resolved in the 
General Regulations for the establishment of the Khalsa at the pre¬ 
sidency that all orders transmitted by the Board to the Collectors 
shall be translated, and counterparts thereof sent by tho Roy ltoyan 
to the respective Duans, you will give the Duan oi your district proper 
notice of this Regulation, directing him to obey all such orders as he 
shall receive through the channel of the Roy Royan in letters under 
the seal of the Khalsa and bearing his signature, and authenticated by 
the Superintending Member.” The Duan, or more properly written 
Dewan, of 1773 corresponds to a great extent with the sheristadar 
of the present day, who ought to be, and is generally, the most valu¬ 
able native assistant the Collector has to consult in revenue matters. 

A great innovation, and one fraught with great inconvenience, 
was introduced in December of the year 1772 with regard to the mode 
of payment of land revenue. Mr. Baber was apprised of it in these 
words§:— 

‘‘Several of the zemindars and talookdars of your districts 
having applied for permission to pay their rents immediately to the 
Khalsa, we have granted their request, and have in consequence to 
direct that yon do consider them as separate from your collections. 


* From WnrrcTi Hnetings, Mr. Aldersey, Richard Bnrwoll, .Tames Harris, and H Goodwin, 
to Mr. Edward Baber, Resident at Midnapore, dated Fort William, the 18th October 1772. 

t From linkings. It. Barker, William Aldorsey, Thoniae Lane, and Richard BarwclJ, 

to Mr. Edvard Baber, Resident at Midnapore, dated Fort William, the 27th October 1772.^ 

I Fiona Warren Hastings, William Alderny, John Reed, Thomas Lane, H. Goodwin, and 
W, Lambert, to Mr. Edward Baber, Resident at Midnapore, dated Fort William, the 12th 
Jaunruyl773. 

§ From Warren Hastings. R. Barker, William Aldorsey, John Reed, Thomas Lane, Richard 
Rnr.vvll, H. Goodwin, and W. Lambert, to Mr. Edward Baber, Resident at Midnapore, dated Fort 
William, tho loth December 1772. 
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“ Accompanying you will receive a list of their names.” 

Mr. Baber attributed the zemindars’ application to be made khariji, 
as he called it, to jealousy of the Resident’s interference with them, 
because they would not allow any authority over them to be left in the 
Resident’s hands in any particular whatever, even in the execution 
of the Council’s orders.* Instead of obedience on such occasions, 
the Resident met with nothing but insolence and defiance. The 
Resident added that he would not have alluded to the extraordinary 
trouble arising to him by this means from the fulfilling of the orders 
he received had he not great reason to think that the consequonco of 
enforcing them would be falsehoods and groundless complaints, with 
which the Council would be continually pestered by the zemindars. 
He proceeded to say, — “ That you may be the better able, gentlemen, 
to judge with what defiance your orders, passing through my hands, to 
such as believe they . are freed from my authority will be received, 
I beg leave to acquaint you with what passed in the execution of them 
a few days ago. The zemindar of the pergunnah of Kharrakpur is 
chowdry also, which is exactly of the same nature with that of the 
canoongo, and though not particularly specified in my letter, it comes 
under the general denomination, and I wish as well for the papers of 
his office as for those of the canoongos. The two peons despatched to 
him on that occasion received the papers from the naib, but before 
they had proceeded a mile ou their return the zemindar sallied out at 
the head of a number of peons and matohlockmen, pursued and seized 
tho peons, Und carried them hack prisoners to his house. Upon being 
informed of this, I sent a party of sepoys to release the peons, and to 
bring with them both the papers and the zemindar; for had I left 
unnoticed such an insult to your orders, the example would most 
probably have been followed by the canoongos in all the rest of tho 
pergunnahs,—not, indeed, I believe with the same violence of this zomin- 
dar, who is a drunkard, not guided by reason but the worst principles, 
and who has been guilty of many extravagances in his pergunnah. As 
I am extremely cautious in taking any step towards the people of the 
khariji pergunnahs, lest it should interfere with your authority or 
exceed the bounds of the powers you have given me over them, I beg 
to receive your directions concerning this zemindar, whom I only detain 
here till he produces the papers required,” Subsequently tbe Resident 
representedf that until the existing system of the separation of the 
pergunnahs was thoroughly established, the line of authority distinctly 
drawn, and those points in which he was to have any voice loft ascer¬ 
tained, the zemindars who had petitioned to bo separated would not 
admit of even the least power being vested in him over them. The 
collections being no longer under his charge, they set themselves up as 
totally independent of him. He said,—“ Two or threo points were left 
for me to adjust on my arrival here, but from this cause I have not 
yet been able to settle them, nor shall I without the interposition of 
your authority, for which I now beg leave to solicit, as the business 



* Vrom Edward Baber to the lloa'bio Warren Hayings, President, &c., Gentlemen ot Ilia 
Council of Revenue, dut*-d Midnaporo, tho 10th January 1773. 

i . t Edward Baber to the Hou’bie Warren Hayings, President, &?,> Council of Revenue, 

dated Midnapore, the 20tb Jauuory 1773. 
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'entirely stopt. Immediately on my arrival I issued orders to the 
zemindars to send me an account of the Bazzey jumma and Maroocha, 
and to accompany this account with mochulcars. Notwithstanding my 
repeated orders, the Mayanachar zemindar persists in refusing to give 
me his. However, as I have obtained the rest, I will not wait any 
longer for him, but send them to you in a day or two. I also issued 
orders for the zemindars and talookdars to attend at Midnapore, that 
they might have their different proportions of rents settled in my 
presence, and what has been already paid, which is materially neces¬ 
sary for them to settle ; because until that is finished you, gentlemen, 
cannot be informed of what sums they have to pay to you at the 
Khalsa for the remaining part of the year; and unless it is settled 
before me, you will have continual references to make to know what 
has been paid, as they will make a thousand delays and excuses, and 
assert they have paid sums they never have. To these orders, so 
necessary to bo obeyed, several pergunnahs have paid no attention. 

“ I also sent orders on the zemindars who have salt lands to come 
and settle their contracts with the Company for this year, and to 
adjust their balances. The Hayanachara and Mirgoda zemindars 
have refused to come.” 

With regard to the Kharrakpur Chowdhry the Government 
approved of the Resident’s conduct in consequence of his ill-behaviour, 
and directed him to be kept in confinement till he furnished the papers 
required. “It is our determination,” said they,* “to support the 
authority of Government in the persons of their representatives where- 
ever situated ; and upon every occasion of the like nature, where the 
people subject to your jurisdiction refuse to submit to it, we 
authorize you to compel them by force. In the execution of this dis¬ 
cretionary charge, we assure ourselves you will act with the greatest 
moderation, and that you will be particularly careful not to take upon 
trust the representations of the people you employ, who on such occasions 
never fail to exaggerate, if not falsify, from sinister or other motives, 
the circumstances they wish to relate.” This zemindar’s conduct was 
also in other ways open to blame. In description of it, the Resident 
wrotef,—“ Complaints having been made to me against Nurraharri Chow¬ 
dhry, of Kharrakpur, I summoned him by a tullub chi tty to appear at 
my outcherry to answer them, which he absolutely refused to obey, 
alleging that he was not my ryot, but belonged to the mahl zarnin. 
As, however, I was unwilling to proceed to extremities, I sent my nazir 
with a perwanah to bring him, upon which he raised a body of two 
hundred pikes, and has flown into the jungles. As such an open 
insult to my authority, if not taken proper notice of, may induce others 
to behave in the same manner, I have sent a party of sepoys to 
bring him in. The necessity of the case will, I hope, excuse me to you 
for bo doing. I hog leave to assure you, sir, I shall avoid on all occasions 
seuding sepoys into tho mofussil, when it can be done consistent with 


• Jicvctiuo Department .—From Warren Hastings, William Robert Barker, William AMerso}', 
and Thoma > Lunc, to Mr. Edward Baber, Resident at Miduoporc, dated Fort William, the 6tl» 
February 1773. 

t From Samuel Lewis to the HoiFble Warren Hastiuge, President and Governor, Ac., dated 
Midut pori', the 7th June 1773. 
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the public good. This' Nurraham Chowdhry is a most worthless 
drunkeu fellow. Ho has collected upwards of Its. 6,000 of the cauoon- 
e0 ’s nankar, of which I have not been able to make him account for 
a single rupee.” The conduct of the Hayauachara zemindar was even 
more insubordinate than that- of the Kharrakpur Chowdhry.’ As soon 
as his petition was received for paying his rents at Calcutta, lie 
immediately threw off all obedience to Mr. Babers authority. The 
tehsildar had collected Its. 1,400 of the kists that were due before the 
zemindar had presented any petition to pay bis rents at Calcutta : this 
sum the zemindar forcibly seized. Apparently the zemindar s neces¬ 
sities, arising from his profligate conduct, induced him to seize the money: 
he oppressed his ryots and cheated everybody who trusted him 
When the province was in the hands of the Nabobs, he was a great 
favourite at court, and scarcely paid anything for his pergunnah. 
Though an increase was laid on his rent by the Company, he continued 
the same expenses, and indulged the same extravagance of pomp and 
show, as when he was possessed of a plentiful estate. He >vas always 
backward in his rents, and driven to the utmost distress to pay them. 
The consequence was that he had reduced a most flourishing pergunnah 
to a very wretched state. When questioned abort the disposal of the 
money he had seized, he replied that he had cirned it to Calcutta, 

where he had gone himself. - £ ., . . , 

It was decided! that an example should be mach of this zemindar 
1 o.t> the disrespectful manner in which he had treat'd. Mr. Bahei s 
authority as Collector and representative of the Company m Midnapore, 
for which purpose a perwanah was enclosed from the 1 reudent directing 
the zemindar to iuroceed immediately to the presidency lie zemin¬ 
dar detained^ the harkaras charged with the perwana ^ nit one o 
them managed to make iL?s escape, and reported that the , lncun iiad 
retired to his fort, siuTOundea 1 with two ditches, a wet f & dry one, 
both very wide and deep. On aip apprehension of an, disagreeable 
orders he was wont to shut himselt iir itiis loorfc, so tiiat no poison 
might approach him; and it was in this manner that he was endea¬ 
vouring to elude obedience to the perwanah he had received. I he 
Government then resolved^ that he should bo apprehended and sent 
down prisoner directly to the presidency. A party of sepoys|I under 
Lieutenant Eobert Baillie was sent to seize him, but he was not to bo 
found, and it was stated^ that he had gone to Calcutta. I ho officer 
took possession of the Mayanachara fort, and a small guard was irown 
into it to prevent the zemindar’s repossessing himself of it ; and it- was 
reiterated that, if possible, the zemindar should be discovered and sent a 

* From Edward Bnber to the Hon’ble Warren Hastings, President and Governor, Ac., 

AMerwy, Joba Bed, RW.ard Harwell Tl,„m a stane. 
IT. Goodwin, and W. Lambert, to Mr. Edward Baber, Resident at Midunpore, dated tort William, 

h ‘° V i dmTH&nl Baber to the Hou’ble Warren Heatings, President, &o., Council of Revenue, 

dftf t From^ai-ren 6 Hastings, William Aldersey, Richard Harwell, H. Goodwin. W. Lamberi, to 
Mr Edward Haber, Resident nfc Midnapore, dated Fort William, thol6th L'obrunry 1 / <•> 

‘ ■ i-'rom Edward Baber to the Hon’blc Warren Hastings, President and Go* i nor, See. 
Council of Revenue, dated Midnapore, the 24th February 1773. 

«f[ from Robert- Baiilie, to Edward Baber, Er.q., Resident at Midnapore, dated 
Fort, Saturday, February 1773. 
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* -oner to Calcutta. “From* tlie repeated instances we have expe¬ 
rienced, said the Government, “ of this mark’s rebellious and insolent 
behaviour, and of his bad disposition and character, we have resolved 
that he shall be wholly dispossessed of his 'zemindari; and further for 
the sake of public example, that the inheritance be entirely alienated 
from his family, and disposed of for the highest nuzzurannee that 
shall he offered for the sunnud of tho zemindari, agreeing further to 
the terms of the present lease commencing with the new settlement 
the nuzzurannee to be applied to discharging the zemindar’s just 
debts, and the new zemindar is also to be responsible for an annual 
sum equal to ten per cent, of the not revenue for the support of the 
late zemindar s family. Notwithstanding all endeavours, the Kaia 
of Mayanachara could not be lound after the most diligent search t 
A small guard was therefore stationed in his fort. As ho was 
considerably in arrears of rent, all his goods were seized, also elephants 
and horses. It was advised that the ramparts of the fort should he 
thrown down and the itches filled up, as it would not be of the 
the least use to the Company, and it should not be allowed to remain 
in a state of any strength or defence; for Mr. Baber was well con- 
viuoed that the Ran would not have presumed to have gone tho 
lengths he did had n oc his folly been flattered by a seeming security 
in this place. It might hereafter, it was feared, tempt some inconsider- 

person to alike foolish and obstinate conduct. In August 1773} 
the Govemmeit confirmed the succession of the zemindari of Mav a - 
nachara to the infant son of the Raja, who had been dispossessed*. The 
guards posted h the habitation of the former Raja were 'Witndrawn 
Such a guard nowever, was still to be retained within *ine works of the 
fort as , effectually secure to Government th^ possession of it, in 
case it m.^r 1 be at any time required. 

NotwF^mding these acts of insubordination on the part of two 
of the zeminrtrs of the district, the rresult of the transfer to Calcutta of 
payment of reveiue fnm btudholders in Miduapore, it was still said 
that in order to regulate the collections in such a manner as might put 
a final period to the complaints which had arisen and hitherto impeded 
them, certain pergunnahs were to be included§ under the “ EEuzzoor- 
tehsil,” the whole revenue of which was to be paid at Calcutta; all the 
rest were to pay their rents at the Sudder outeherry at Midnapore. 

In September 1772 the Government ordered an investigation into 
the <■uroumstanoes of the allowances granted to the canoongos of the 
two provinces. It was reported || that they used to receive nankat, 
rasum and dastur, which comprehended the whole of their perquisites 


* From Warren Hastings William Aldcrsey, ?. M. Dncros, Riehard Harwell, James Lawrell, 
m ■' t0 Mr * Edwnr:! Bttbcr > Uofiidvnt at Midnaporo, dated Fort William, tho 17th Murch 

j n j. 

t From Edward Baber to tho Hon’blo Warron Hastings, President and Governor, &c., 
UoJUlPincn the O.mcil of lievouuo of Fort William, dated ftiidimporo, the 7th April 1773. 

I Rtivctnn Thwart mmf.—From W. Aldorw-v I\ M. Ihica-: U. Godwin, and j Gr ilvnn, \» 
"U.Fatm,,! Lewis, Collector of iUidnni ore, dnfcvd Fort William, the 24t 1» August 1773. 

S rr-m Warren IJastingi, W. Aldorsey, P. M. Dacrea, Richard Barweil, .Jame* Lawrell 
iu,0 ;rl > Wr - Edward Baber, Lesidt-ni »t Miduaporo, dated Fort William, the 17th March 


II Fnm Edward Bnber to the Hon’ble the P.csideut, Ac., Membore of the 
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and allowances. The Government ordered all future payments to he 
suspended, and the Resident in submitting a further report said \— 

“ Upon inquiry into the original grants of the king to the canoongos, 

I find that according to the tuxeein papers of Tourdomool, who was 
deputed by one of the Moguls to settle this province, that their nankar 
amounts only to Es? 2,000 per annum. lu the accounts these people 
have delivered into the Board, they haVb forged a claim to Rs. 15,QQ0 
nankar. That they collect Rs. 15,000 from the pergunnalis, where they 
are only entitled to Rs. 2,000, is, I believe, very certain, and I fancy it 
will be found upon inquiry that they get more even than this sum. As 
your orders express that they shall receive only what they are entitled to 
by their original grants, I make no doubt that you, gentlemen, will not 
admit their false account of 15,000 rupees, but confine them to their 
real claim of 2,000 rupees, which I will pay agreeable to your orders 
from the treasury, and bring the remainder of this nancar, whatever 
it may be, to the Company’s credit; by which I flatter myself with 
being able to add an increase of 12 or 11,000 rupoes to the malguzarry. 
In obedience to your orders I have sent for all the papers in the posses¬ 
sion of the canoongos, but I am sorry to acquaiut you that I nmet 
with all that delay, chicanery, and opposition which can be found in 
a set of people whose minds are particularly turned to low cunning, 
and who axe averse to relinquish any part of that authority which they 
have so long exercised so much to their own advantage.” The Govern¬ 
ment, in answer, said,f—“ With respect to the nancar to the canoongos 
in your district, by the word tuxeein wo can only understand an * \ i- 
mated valuation of the lands ; and if the two thousand rupees fixed by 
the royal sunnud in the tuxeein of Tooroomul for the canong s’ 
allowance was a part of the zemindars’ rents thus passed to their account, 
they are undoubtedly entitled to a proportion in’the increase in the 
general rents of the province since that time. But if this grant was 
a rent-charge payable in money only, and fixed to that sum, your 
conclusion is very just. We do therefore in this case confirm if, and 
the canoongos must abide by it.” In reply the Resident remarked,— 
“ Tli<4 nancar of the canoongos is no part of the rents of the zemin¬ 
dar, but an assignment obtained entirely independent of ami di>tin«*t 
from the malguzzarv. Neither an increase nor a diminution oi tlm 
.> in the least affected the canoongo; h< ithei contributed to the 
former nor reaped any advantage from the latter. When (he appoint¬ 
ment was made the king allowed them 2,000 rupees annually for 
wages; but agreeably with the custom of the country, this was not 
paid from the royal treasury, but a certain portion of hind supposed 
to yield so much was separated from Die malguzarry and assigned 
to them. The present system is quite opposite to this. You intend 
to pay their wages in money, and to resume the land which was 
appropriated for that purpose. Having sufficient reason to fearsome 


' Prom Edward Haber to tho llon'blo VVarron Hastings. IVcMilout, Ac., Guntluincri m '! ■ 
Council of Rewnue, da tod Midnaporo, tin? 10th January 17/3. 

f From Warr. u Hastings. VV. Uolvrt 1 ike VV Aldursej Thoiun.s Lane, to Mr. Kd« »rd 
JRubor, Resident at .M idnupord, date d Fm-i William, tlio dth February 1773. 

T From Edward Baber tot ho Tfr-./bir V/anvn fin* ling- Vrc-nUmE .v«*, Ommcil ’ iV; dm , 
dal -1 VI it I lu pore, tlu.- EUb February 1773. 
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''regulation of this kind, the canoongos endeavoured to provide against 
it by forging a claim to Its. l-fijOOO, which (if you, gentlemen, should 
take into your hands for the Company the land granted to them in 
lieu of wages) they would demand. Now they certainly havo no 
claim to more wages than the royal sunnuds stipulate, which is. only 
Its. 2,000. If they receive this in money, the lahd must fall entirely 
into the possession of the Company, and whatever it yields be brought 
to their credit. This is so very agreeable to reason and* justice 
that neither a zemindar or canoongo can offer a specious argument 
against it; for, as I havo said before, the land of a canoongo is not 
of the estate of a zemindar. They are wholly unconnected, and no part 
0 f what is paid by the latter to Government is in consideration of any 
part of what is held by the former; who, again, cannot with justice 
bring any complaint, seeing he will receive that sum for tho payment 
of which only so much land was granted to him. Accompanying this, 
gentlemen, you will receive an account of the nankar of Narran Ohow- 
dry, which is exactly of tho same nature with that of the canoongos 
By this account you will see that he was allowed Es. 719-843, for the 
payment of which 776-3-18 beeghas of land were granted, and this land 
appears on a hustabood to yield Its. 6,763, which exceeds the tuxeern jura- 
ma, or estimated valuation, Es. 5,044-7-1. You have been pleased to direct 
that, as officers of the ancient constitution, the registering of all deeds, 
contracts, and grants of lands, shall be continued to the canoongos as 
formerly, in consideration of which they shall still receive their allowance 
of nankar. Now the chowclry does not stand in the same predicament 
with them here, as he never had any* such office. lie only copied the 
papers of the canoongos, as they did those of the phogedar, employ¬ 
ment now useless and abolished by your order, and consequently^ the 
whole of his nankar falls to the Company; nor has he the common 
plea to an allowance for the resumption of his lands, as he is a consider¬ 
able zemindar with vory handsome emoluments independent of this 
allowance, which was granted him for doing the business of an office that 
no longer exists. I therefore propose bringing the whole of what this 
land yields to the Company’s malguzarry, which upon further scrutiny, 
I imagine, will be more than what appears from the hustabood papers 
from which I* have taken tho present account. 

“ An account of the nankar and duotoor of the Sadder Chowdry of 
Midnapore , taken from the tukxeem papers of Tourarnul. 
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Finally, in March 1773, the Government came to a decision in 
these words* * * § :—“ According to the' light in which it appears to us from 
your representation that the original immunities were granted to the 
canoongos, we have determined that you shall tender them their 
ready money allowance of two thousand rupees per annum, with 
which, if thej r are dissatisfied, you will desire them to make their 
appeal to us, where their rights and pretensions will be inquired into 
and finally determined. Whatever you may collect from these lands 
you will keep as a deposit till you have ‘transmitted us tho accounts 
of the hustabood you are now making. You are likewise to act in the 
same maimer with respect to the nancar of Nurrnr Chowdry, and 
when the accounts come before us we will pass a final determination 
regarding them.” 

There appear in 1773 to have been certain cesses or imposts 
collected by the zemindars of estates under the name of buzi jumma 
and maraucha.f There was furnished an account particular which 
showed that under the head of bazi jumma they collected fines for 
theft, tax or chauth on money lout, tax on the division 6f estates or 
property between relations (estates of those who died without issue), 
tax on a person’s receiving a sunnud for being readmitted to his caste 
after having been detected in offending against the custom of it, tax 
on a ryot first settling in a pergunnah, fines for committing fornica¬ 
tion, or quarrels, &o. Under the head of maraucha was collected a 
tax on marriages, comprehending several articles, all appertaining to 
" he ceremony. The Government ordered J a suspension to the amount 
•>f Us. 40,000 in the course of tho current Lists on account of 
Mr* Baber’s demand for these taxeS, which, on an average, in the year 
i he zemindars, according to their papers, oaloulated to ho Its. 53,560-0-13 
in collections^ while the canoongos had estimated them to bo Rs. 57,000 ; 
whereas the Collector, deduoting one-fourth part, said that the sum 
actually collected could not exceed Rs. 40,170-7-8. The suspension was 
to continue till tho Resident had the final determination|| of the 
Government regarding tho remissions to be allowed consequent on tho 
contemplated abolition of the two taxes. 

In May 1773 the Government were concerned^! to obmrvc the 
heavy balances outstanding in the districts, mure especially on account 
of pergunnahs Midnapore and Sabang, in which latter ’ there were 


• From Warren Hastings, W. Aldcrsoy, P. M. Dacrea, Rickard Harwell, ; , ‘ im Lawrell, an ! 
W Lambert, to Mr. Edward Baber, Resident at Midnapore, dated Fart William, the 17th March 

177:1 , „ 

t From the Resident to tho Hon’ble Warren Hati'ugs, Resident and Governor, Gentle¬ 
men of the Council of Revenue ot Fort William, dated Midnapore, the 7ih April 1773. 

$ Fruin Warren Hasting., \V. A Mersey, P. M. Dacres, Richard R uv,,'!l. James Law roll, 

.itid W. Lambert, to Mr. Edward Labor. Resident at Midnapore, dated Fort William, the 17i.li 
March 1773. 

§ From Edward Baber to tho Hon’ble Warren Hastings, K |, President, &o. t Council of 
ltuvoiMP, dated Midnapore, tho 3rd February 1773. 

,i From Warren Hastings, W. A i * lei - .. P. M. Dacres, Richard Bftrwell, Jam. Luwr '1, and 
W. Lambert, to Mr. Edward Labor, Resident at Midnapore, d. tud Fort William, the 17 h M r<:h 
1773. 

From Warren Hading*. W. AhLr^/y, P. M. Dacree, Thomas Lane, Richard BatwyII, 
i L Goodwin, J Graham, and G • rg • Vun-iittart, to .Mr. S’.tM’.i 1 Lewi •••' Midiup-iv, 

dated F «»t William, the idtb May 1773 

From Samuel Lewis to the Houorublo Warren Huslimts, President, «££•? iL *»{ the 

Council ot Kuvouuv., Fort William, dated Miduuporo, the ilitk Juue 1773. 
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rents of Grliatsila also were 
Rs. 6,000 in arrear owing to the disturbances in the jungles. How¬ 
ever, the Resident said *,—“ As the ryots of Ghatsila are now in quiet 
possession of their grounds and the poaco of the jungles perfectly 
established, I am in great hopes of recovering a considerable part 
of that pergunnah, more especially as two companies of sepoys are 
now stationed there for the protection of the inhabitants, which will, 

I flatter myself, be sufficient to deter the independent Rajahs from 
molesting the Company’s possessions.” By August the balance,! exclu¬ 
sive of what was due from the jungle melials, was reduced to Rs. 3,655. 
Exelusiveof the year's tashkhis, there had been recovered Rs, 32,394-12-7, 
being on account of old balances, pulbandi, and tuceavee. But in 
November the Collector wrote J,—-■“ The zemindars and talookdars have 
represented to me the severe loss they have sustained from heavy rains 
and floods in the month of September last, and that the major part of 
the paddy which escaped being overflowed is now spoiling for want of 
rain at the latter end of the season. Accompanying I enclose an 
account of the loss they say they have sustained. Though I believe 
tills may be rather exaggerated, I can assure you, gentlemen, many of 
the pergunnahs have suffered considerably, having myself gone to 
examine the state of them. As the real damage can bo ascertained 
oidy by a local investigation, I request your permission to go into the 
different parts, when an exact account shall be made out and transmitted 
to you.” And the Grovernment said in reply u The zemindars' com¬ 
plaints for the losses they have sustained appear so greatly exaggerated 
that wo can place no manner of dependence upon tlieim We have 
particularly to observe that the loss fuel ended to be suffered in Mayana- 
ehara exceeds the revenue for the whole year. *We can only, under 
Buell circumstances, seeing local examinations by native ameens are so 
open to fraud and exaggerations, leave it to your discretion to collect 
the kists with such a degree of pationoe and forbearance from the 
zemindars as may prevent their being driven to exercise severity towards 
their ryots. In the moanwliile you will endeavour to obtain exacter 
accounts by private inquiries and deter the zemindars from preferring 
false complaints, by acquainting them that, if they do not fulfil their 
lent?, th^/ must expect to be dispossessed of their lands, and 
have them put into the hands of farmers." 

The following letter and regulations that accompanied it will throw 
considerable light on the responsibilities that were supposed to attach 
to zemindars from the possession of their estates |j: — 

u Herewith we send for your guidance some regulations which we 
have thought proper to establish. Should it he necessary to dispose of 

; From Samuel Lewis to the Honorable the President, &c., Member* of the Council of 

Bcvrinuv dated Midn mon the 27th July 1773. M , 

+ From Suuuu’l Lewis to the Honorable the President, &c., Members of th« Council :>i 

Uevewm h.ud Midnapore, the 10th August 177S. 

In Din Sumacl Li’wiii to hi Honorable tin- President, &r., Member* of tho Council of 
Kevcnue, dnl. ii Aluinnpore. the {ird Kovcmbor 177U. _ 

3 vinufi b<par taicnt. '• —i Y,.m Warren Hn tings. . . ‘ Barker, W, Aide , I M. iJanes, 

•Lnnei Lii’.vri.U, H. Goodwin J. • /rnhaui. :u s Go- _ YunMUiut, to .Vi.. Samutl Lewis, Collector 
ul jlirtiiMpure, dated Fort William, the 6th November 177' 

(} Cim-lar. licrmu. Department.-*- Fvm.i Wan* u ILiaLngs, \V. Ahb-rP. M. IWrc*, 

L hard i nvM'U, .Lime- Law roil, H Goodwin,.!. Graham. W. Lambert, and tv^rgo Vniuittni t, 
to M.. Kdwiud Bni oi, ('i'lli.' to: - uf Mi lu \ re, d ■ 1 • Will-am, tb ‘.Mill April 177*L 
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“ The Board having duly considered 
several points proposed for their 


determination, resolve upon the follow¬ 
ing rules: — 


any of the lands in your district on account of balances, and any oilWn 
bo mado yon in consequence, you will write us fully of the circum¬ 
stances, ‘particularizing the settlement, receipts and balances ol the 
zemindar whoso lands it is proposed to soli, with a full account in 
Persian or Bengalee of the jiimrna, &o., the name and character of the 
person who offers to purchase them, the sum ho would give, and whether 
ho is walling to confirm his predecessor’s engagements with tho 
Government, and you will not give possession to tho person who oilers 
to purchase till you receive our orders. 

“ The President recom¬ 
mends the following queries to 
the consideration of the Board. 

As they relate to points which 
frequently occur in the manage¬ 
ment of the revenue, the deter¬ 
mination of general rules to ho 
observed in them would con- 
dace to the dispatch of business 
and render our orders uni¬ 
form :— 

“ Question 1.—A zemindar 
or talookdar enters into engage¬ 
ment with tho Government for 
tiro payment of a revenue of 
lls. 10,000. By the end of the 
year lie has paid Its. 8,000 ; a 
balance of Bs. 2,000 remains 
duo from him, and he has no 
means of discharging it, but 
by the sale of the whole or a 
part of his talook. Shall it be 
sold, or what measures shall be 
pursued ? 

“ Question 2.—A zemindar 
lias entered into engagements 
with tho Government; a mer¬ 
chant has been security for him. 

The talook lias remained under 
the entire management of tho 
zemindar; a balance is incurred, 


“Answer 1.—Sale shall he made of 
such part of tho talook as may be 
requisite to discliargo tho Government 
balance, and a siuinud from the Kbalsa 
shall be granted to the purchaser. 


the security is made to pay it. 
The talook must be sold either 
to the security himself, or to 
some other person, or ho must 
lose his money. What shall 
be done ? 

u Question 3.—The zemin¬ 
dar and his security disagree ; 
the security wants to take the 
management into his ow'n 


“Answer 2.—In this and the follow¬ 
ing case, if any written agreement lms 
been made between the security end tho 
zemindar, such agreement must bo 
observed. If no such agreement has 
been made, the talook shall be sold to 
the b^st bidder, and the security paid 
out of the purchase money ; but the sale 
of the talook shall be a full release to 
the zemindars from all demands on the 
part of the security, although the sum 
which may he produced by it should 
not he sufficient for the entire payment 
of the debt . 

“ Answer 3.—Whilst the zemindur 
pays his kists with punctuality, he shall 
not be removed from tho management of 
Ids own lands; but he shall be removed 
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hands. Shall ho he authorized upon his first failure, and receive for 
to do this or not F If not, is his subsistence an allowance of 10 per 
},p nevertheless to be respon- cent, ftpon the net revenue. We mean 
sible. If he is authorized, what by a failure, the half of any kist 
allowance is to be given to the remaining unpaid at the close of the 
zemindar; and is the zemindar kist. The security shall not take pos- 
still to be deemed responsible F session, however, by his own authority, 

but must be furnished with orders 
from the Khalsa or the Collector; and 
whenever a Collector puts a security 
in possession, he is immediately to 
address this Board, with his reasons at 
large. A zemindar, though thus re- 
• moved from the management of his 
lands, is not released from his engage¬ 
ments. His inheritance must still he 
answerable for the payment of his 
revenue, because his being deprived of 
the management has been occasioned 
entirely by his own fault, and would 
not have happened had he strictly 
adhered to his agreement. Before the 
sale, however, examination must bo 
made into the security’s account, as the 
zemindar cannot be responsible for 
tho security’s embezzlements during 
his management of the lands.. Should 
the Government in any instance have 
greater dependence on tho zemindar 
than on the security, and in consequence 
not allow tho security to take upon' 
himself the management of the talook 
upon the zemindar’s failure in his kiets, 
the security must then be considered 
as released from his engagements. 

“ Question 4.*—Suppose a i£ Answer 4.—Yes; unless a mortgage 

zemindar dispossessed of his was given on the zemindari, or tno 
lands, is he answerable for debts, money borrowed was applied to the pay- 
eon tr acted by him at any merit of the revenue, in which oases 
pcri.,ds of time whilst lie had the zemindari is answerable—in such 
possession F manner, however, as only to deprive 

the new zemindar of a part of his 
profits, not to subject him to any loss, 
nor affect the revenue of the Govern¬ 
ment. No mortgage to be deemed val id 
from the present period unless regis¬ 
tered in the public outchorry, and all 
mortgage which are now in being to 
be brougWfco the public cutoherry to 
be registered before the 1st of Assiu 
next, or else to be of no force. 
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“ Zemindars, by the nature of their tenures, have no longer a right 
to their lands than whilst they pay their revenuo, and we deem the 
sale of their talooks both a juster and a more useful measure than 
subjecting them to corporal punishment. Should they at any time ho 
prevented from fulfilling their engagements by unavoidable accidents, 
rather than by tbeir own misconduct, we reserve to ourselves the right 
of allowing them such indulgence as equity may require.” 

The Resident, in reply to the Council of Revenue, said* * * § :—“The 
regulations have been translated and copies delivered to the zemindar . 
Should any of them, by neglectingto pay their kists, render it neocssary 
to dispose of their lands, I shall acquaint you fully with all the circum¬ 
stances, sjiecifying the name and character of the person who offers to 
purchase them, and wait your orders.” 

It appears that in 1773 f there were embankments in Kashijora, 
Ainarsi, Mayanachar, besides other pergunnahs. In fact, so widely 
extended and important was tho system of embankments evon at so 
early a period of Midnapore history, that yearly advances (in the caso 
of Kashijora 3,500 sicca rupees) were made for the repairs of the bunds 
and considered as an allowance from Government. Proper people 
were also sent£ at times to inquire into the state of the pulbandi 
of the district. It is necessary to bear in mind a remark made by 
tho Government of the day on the subject of the maintenance and 
repairs of embankments. They said§,— 1 “ As it was determined at the 
settlement of your district that the expense of pulbundi should be 
defrayed by Government agreeable to the custom which prevails in the 
other pergunnahs of Bengal, we are of opinion that in the conducting 
this business tho landholders themselves will be the properest agents, 
aud most likely, from the interest they will have iu the work, to attend, 
to its being completed in a secure manner. Should this mode, however, 
bo adopted, effectual chocks will be necessary to prevent overcharges 
and exaggerated accounts, as also to see that the work is properly 
executed aud ou a durable plan, which we direct you to attond to.” 

In October 1773 it was ruled|| that in ease of claims for debts 
being made upon a renter, the Collector was to cause him to pay fw 
debts, if it could be done without prejudice to the revenue. If it could 
not, the Collector was to represent the circumstances to the Board, that 
he might be removed from his farm and imprisoned at the suit of his 
creditor, after the necessary measures ^yere taken to secure tho Govern¬ 
ment balances and to prevent the desertion of the ryots aud tho 
embezzlement of the collections. And in February 177 1 lvgiilniions^i 


* From Samuel Lewis to tho Council of Revenue, dated (most* probably) Lt May 1.73. 

f From .Samuel Lewis to George ynnaittnrt, Esq., Superintendent of the Khalsa, dated Miduu- 
poto. the 1st Novmtln*r 1773 

1' From Samuel Lewis to John Graham, E^q., Superintendent <>F Kbalsa, dated Mnlnaporo, tin 
J47th August 1773. * 

§ Revenue Dipn 
Mr. Edward Bi * 


n (.—From Warren Hnalinird. Richard Harwell. and H. Goodwin, to 

.. lent at Midnapnre, dated Fort William, the 13th Febriia— 

| Circular. Revenue Department. — Eroru Wm 


J| Circular. Revenue Department .—From Warren iListing*, Hubert Barker, W. Ahlorsnv, 
e M. Dacron l l Goodwin, .T. Gibato, and George Vanmtiart, to Mr. Saruuul Lewis, < plleen i 
of Mtdnaporo, dated Fort William, -.bo 20th Oetobi r 1773. 

<fV /.* i: ue Dojiprtmcut.— Enclosure to ir 1 otter from Warren ilaslmg-, W AjdtiK y, 1’ \\. 
1 inures, .jtunt* Lnwroll. .1. Gralmui, and Georgn Vomit tort, to Air. Samuel Lewi.-, Colleutor of 
Midmiuorc. dttied Fort William, the IStLi February 177*. 
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were issued in regard to the debts of zemindars and the suits which 
might be instituted before the courts of adalat for the recovery of them. 

“ Cop if of regulations for the conduct of the Provincial Councils in 
regard to the debts of zemindars. 

“ No debts shall be taken cognizance of which were contracted 
antecedent to the Company’s acquisition of the Dewani without our. 
previous orders. 

“ With respect to debts contracted since that period, we direct 
your attention to the following regulations. 

“ If the lands are farmed out and an allowance fixedjor the 
zemindar’s expenses, as far as one-half of this allowance may, on the 
occasion of such suits, bo appropriated for the discharge of the decrees 
that may be passed. 

“ If the lands are nominally farmed by tho zemindars, but actually 
managed by the securities, the same mode may still be adopted for 
fulfilling the just demands against the zemindars, care being previously 
taken to secure the punctual and complete payments of the public 
revenue. In cases where the zemindars are themselves the farmers of 
tho lands and managers of the revenue, wo leave it to you to obtaiu a 
knowledge of their income, and*apply such part of their profits for the 
discharge of their debts, after securing the public revenue, as circum¬ 
stances will admit. 

“ The creditors themselves may be called upon to point out some 
mode by which their debts may be recovered without prejudice to the 
Company’s revenue. Should none occur hut the sale of the zemiudari, 
a reference must he made to us, with a full account of the circumstances, 
before you proceed to that extremity. 

«»In explanation of these rules we think it necessary to give you 
this additional direction, that we would in no case allow a debt 
to bo implicitly established upon the party’s producing a bond, 
because wo have reason to believe that such vouchers are invariably 
granted or exacted upon the adjustment of accounts, iu which adjust¬ 
ment large sums are often deducted for dustore and salamies, and 
others accumulated for exorbitant interest. It must therefore be tho 
duly of the Superintendent of the Adalut to trace all demands of 
any eon si deration buck to their original source, and having formed 
and recorded a (dear state of them previous to his passing judgment, 
defe.mii no the degree of reparation to which tho parties may in 
equity be deemed entitled, in doing which he will allow interest at the 
rates prescribed in the 18th Article of our original plan for the 
administration of justice. 

“ If, in taking cognizance of such suits, any person shall appear 
to have been guilty of exorbitant usury or violent oppression in the 
course of contracting and receiving his debts, we think in such 
cuso lus demand should he invalidated, even altlio’ he is possess'd 
of a bond upon the adjustment of accounts.” 

As miscellaneous matter of minor interest connected with the 
revenue, it might be stated that in February 1773* tho lion ble 

* Fii.m \Y:.:ivn Ilusiinu W. Al«li*r*oy. Tbuinas Line, and U. Goodwill, to Mr. Jv.ln .ud 
I»;ib"r, K aidoitt it Midna]io»v, ilatod Fort William, the lttth February 1773. 
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Court of Directors having been pleased to direct that no Collectors 
of their revenue should remain at one station more than two 3 ears, 
the Resident was desired to prepare, himself to deliver over the charge 
of his district by the first of Baisakh next. 

In March 1773 Mr. Edward Baber was addressed as Collector 
of Midnapore* * * § by Mr. Higginson, the Secretary to the Board of 
Revenue at Fort William. By Warren Hastings and others he was 
styled sometimes Resident at Midnapore,f sometimes Collector:*: ei 
Midnapore. 

The Government in the Revenue Department in August 17/3, 
having understood that it had been customary among some of the 
Collectors to correspond with oaoh other in the Persian language, 
thought it necessary expressly to proliibit§ this practice, as well because 
they deemed it improper between English Collectors, as because, 
where they were not possessed of an immediate and actual knowledge 
of that language, it might occasionally subject them to he imposed 
upon by their munshis, and he productive of the consequence of 
embroiling the affairs of their respective districts. At the same time 
it was admitted that the Government had not had any information 
of the interdicted practice having been adopted by Mr. Lewis, but 
the directions were circulated to him that they might remain a standing 
order in his collectorate. 

In September 1773 a charge|| of Rs. 15 was made for Bengal 
“chattaes” (umbrellas) fertile Bakshis, &c., which were said to bo 
absolutely necessary to preserve the papers, Sfo, 9 from wet in carrying 
them to and from the factory house. 


* From Mr. Higginson to Mr. Edward Baber, Collector of Midnapore, dated Fort William, 

tho 23rd March 1773. _ T t . .. 

t From Warren Hastings, W. Aldersov, P. M. Deeres, ThomaB Lane, James LawrelL 
H. Goodwin, J. Graham, W. Lambert, and George Vansittart, to Mr. Edward Baber, Kesideut 
at Midnapore, dated 26th March 1773. _ . . 

j From Warren Hastings, W. Alderney, P. M. Dacres, Richard Harwell, H. Goodwin, 
J. Graham, W. Lambert, aud'George Vansittart, to Mr. Edward Baber, Collector of Miduapore, 
dfjpd the 18th April 1773. _ , . T n \ 

§ Circular, Revenue Departments From W. Aldorscy, P. M. Dncm, H. Goodwin, J. Graham, 
to Mr. Samuel Lewis. Collector of Midnapore, dated Foit William, rhe Glh August 1773. 

|1 From Samuel Lowi* to the Hon’ble tho President, &c., Members of tho Council of Kevemio, 
dated Midnapore, the 10th September 1773. 
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CHAPTER VII. 




COMMERCIAL. 

Period 1764—1774. 

In the foregoing chapters some account of the historical events 
connected with the district and of its revenue administration has been 
attempted. The present chapter will disclose some of the commercial 
transactions in which the Company’s servants engaged, whether for their 
own aggrandizement or in the interest of their honourable masters. 

In February 1764* Mr. Anselm Beaumont was said to have sent 
treasure and piece-goods to Calcutta; some of the latter wore so 
damaged that on being re-washed they were found not to bo in a 
proper condition to be sent home. They were sold to the best advantage 
in Calcutta. In a communicatipn of a later date,f the Resident was 
reminded that he must take care that in all the coloured goods the 
colours were blight and lively. 

In October^ it was thought necessary to regulate the inland trade 
with a view to put it upon such a footing as might prevent any future 
disputes with the Government of the country. It was therefore resolved 
expressly to forbid all Company’s servants, and others residing under 
the Company’s protection, from raising salt-works (as “ collarees or 
“ toffak ”) or making salt upon the grounds in any part except 
in the territories appertaining to the Company ; that all claims to 
anv suoh grounds should be immediately relinquished, and application 
would be made to the Nabob on behalf of the claimants to order the 
zemindars to discharge in money suoh balances of former years and 
advances of the current season as might appeal* to be justly due upon 
examination of the acoounts with the molungees. 

Mr Watts,§ when he succeeded Mr. Beaumont, made a contract, 
in December, with the merchants for 12,700 pieces of di fferent cloths, 
tk e Ya i U e of which would amount to about Its. 90,000, and the whole 
quantity was to he delivered before the end of February. In a few 
days U said he hoped to dispatch about 5,000 pieces, and early m 
January a like quantity. With the first dispatch of cloth would be sent 
Us 1 00,000. All money or treasure remitted to Calcutta was the 
proooeds of the land revenue collections. On the 28th December || 


• Fiom litntv Vansiltart. W. Billers, ‘Warren liaetiuga, B. Marriott, H. Watu. and 
U. L..yLi'°, to Mr. Anselm Beaumont, Resident at Jlidnapove, dated loit William, the Ifltu 

*” b Turt 7 if'(toodB to be provided »t Midnnporc for the year 1763-4, compered with tile list 
received |.er Lap*., iv.fj Snow, being the enclosure to a letter from J. Gral.am to the Be. uleut, ««‘tca 

li::h ■ y |lu# jjtnrt, .1. Rponoer 0.8. PLydol), 

S. Middle tun, R. Uj center, and J. Bordott, to Mr. Anei-Itu Beaumont, dated Fort VVill.nm, Uni 

8rtl § Vroili ^H^'attr, Esq., to tho Hon’bl • John Spencer, President and Governor, Ac., Gontlomeu 
of tin: (-i wucil duttxl litidtittj>oru. life 7tb Dccoiuhflr 1761. • „ , , % . , 

|) Kmm.i l\ Wat:* to UHon’blti John Spencer, President and Governor,&«., Uuucil. dmcvl 

Miduaputo, the 24th December 1741. 
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Bent eleven chests of treasure and ninety-four bales of cloth to Calcutta. 
Subsequently he wrote* saying that he found the fabrio of the cloths ho 
had just sent down to Fort William in general very bad, chiefly arising 
from the small quantity of silk in each piece. He ordered musters to 
bo made of a superior quality of silk, which, when finished, would bo 
forwarded to the Committee of <c Aurrungs.” By the end of January 
1765 Mr. *Watts expected to dispatch 100 more bales. 

In January 1765f ho said that weavers with reluctance manufac¬ 
tured the coarse nillaes, and therefore the article would always fall 
very deficient in quantity, and would be during the current year. 
If the middling sortmont was increased in the ensuing year, the whole 
of the Hon’ble Company’s orders for this article might" be completed. 
In the same month he was requested* to use his utmost endeavours 
to collect ^n the remains of his investment to enable the Company’s 
last ship for Europe to be dispatched as soon as possible. 

The Committee of W orks in Calcutta^ were much in want bf brick¬ 
layers for the service of the new fort in Calcutta, and Mr. Watts wa 3 
required to engage as many as he possibly could on the most reasonable 
terms to repair for that purpose to Calcutta. He repliedll that there 
wore no bricklayers acquainted with this business to be had in the two 
provinces. 

In January also it was ordered^! that the accounts of the mer¬ 
cantile concerns and those of the revenues should be kept, after the 
expiration of the current year, in separate sets of books —the latter to 
be credited by the former for such part as was taken to provide the 
investment and defray the expenses of the factory, and only to bo 
debited for the real charges attending the collections. In Midnaporo 
a large sum was invested yearly; a fort had been built, and charges 
had been incurred exclusive of the collections. These in the general 
books being -all placed to the credit of the Committee of Lands, 
occasioned a striking difference in the two balances. There was still 
another irregularity in the system of accounts hitherto adopted. The 
imaginary specie in which the accounts current had been kept 
was estimated at near 6 per cent, superior to the highest coin, tho 
sicca rupee; instead of which the Sub-Accouutaut, Mr. Barwell, 
recommended that tho accounts from henceforth he kept in 
Calcutta currency, for the greater facility of entering them in the 
hooks of the presidency, already rendered sufficiently intricate by 
the numerous adjustments occasioned.by difference of exchange, which 
might with greater propriety have been written off in the books 
of the several factories. It may be mentioned that it wai a standing 


♦ From i t. Waits to th*' Hou’ble John Spencor, President nn-1 Govornor, Ac., Council, dated 
Midnapore, tho 31st December 170R 

t Fi .>» . H. Watts to the Hon’hie John Spencer. President and Governor, Ac., Council, dated 
Miduapore, tho lOili January J7t»o. 

X From J.Spent. r, C. S. Playdoll, R. Leycestor md J. Buidctt, to Hugh Watts’ Esq., dat d 
Foil William, iho 21st January 17G6. 

§ From J. Spencer, 0. S. I laydeil, R. Leyceater, and J. Burdctt, to Hugh Watts, Egq. 
dat 'd Fort William, tbo 214 January 17^6. 

II From the Resident to the Hon’hlo John Spencor, President ami Governor, Ac. 
Council, dated Midnaporo, the f>th February 1705. 

* From J. Spencer, 0. S. Play dell. R. Reycester, and J. Burdoit, to Hugh Waits, K*q., ii.it o i 
Fort William, the 2bt January X706. 
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1 pieco uillaes, superfine 
l }> „ middling 

l fi „ ordinary 
1 gingham 

1 
1 


peuiasco©** 

chucklaes 


SO x 2 
20 x 2 . 
20 x 2 . 
20 x 2 . 
20 x 2 , 
30 x 2 


A. Re. As. 
A at 6 0 

A at 6 2 

, A at 3 8 

. A nt 6 0 

. A at 0 6 

. A at 11 12 


that two sets of the general books of all subordinates, that is 
subordinate factories, should be furnished, one to be sent home to the 
Company with those of tho presidencies. 

In February 1765f Rs. 83,989, or sicca weight Rs. 77,600, were 
remitted to Fort William by boat, and in the same month,J on two 
occasions, 32 bales of cloth' and 104 bales respectively, tho latter 
containing 4,082 pieces, valued at Rs. 26,987-4-6. Fifty inaunds of 
iron, it was requested, should be sent for the use of the Midnapore Fort 
by the returning boat. 

In April 1765§ Mr. Watts forwardon musters of tho marginally- 

noted sortments of cloth, 
and in the following month 
he wrote||,in tho following 
terms:—“ My JLord and 
Gentlemen,—Your several 
favours of the 3rd and 9th 
instant I have had the honour to receive, and have made the necessary 
advances for the investment, which I will endeavour to procure as near 
equal to the samples of cloth which have met with your approbation 
for ho had been informed^ that tho musters of cloth from Midna¬ 
pore were greatly superior, in quality to those in the Company’s 
■warehouse, and they highly deserved the advance they bore on last 
year’s prices. 

It should be noted** here that Lord Clive was, in addition 
to his other titles, President and Governor of the Select Committee 
also. 

In July ft 50 bales of cloth and 11 chests of treasure were trans¬ 
mitted to Calcutta. In Augustji certain regulations were established 
for conducting the inland trade in the articles of salt, betel-nut, and 
tobacco. A' Committee of Trade was appointed, consisting of Messrs. 
Sumner, Verelst, Leycester, and Gray, who were authorized to corre¬ 
spond with the several subordinate factories, and to take all necessary 
measures. Mr. Hugh Watts was to pay due regard to whatevor 
instructions he might receive from them. All interference with the 


* Copy of tho 100th paragraph of the Hou’hle Company’s general letter to Fort Willi tin, 
dntcrl loth February 1765, being the enclosure to a letter from Clive, William R. Sumner, 
J.Cr i rua r \JFI. Verelst, U. Leycester, and George Gray, to Hugh Watts, Esq., dated Fort William, 

*From°btho A/ Resident to the Hon’ble’ John Spencer, President and Governor, &c., 
Council, dated Midnapore, the 7th February 1765. . . 

X From tho* Resident to the Hon bh? John Spencer, President and Governor, 

Uounni. dated Midnapore, tho 22nd February 1765. .. 

S From tlit? Resident to the Hcmble John Spencer, Provident and Governor, &c., 

t'ouucil, dated Midnapore, tho 29th April 1705. . . 

| From the Resident to tho Fight Hon bio Robert Lord Clive. President and Governor, &c., 
Council, dated Midnapore, the 26th Slay 1766. . t * T 

or From C. S. Playdell, Export Wmohouse-keeper, to the Right -Hon ble Lord Uwe, 
Pr. ■ in t and Governor, *’ v . Council, dated Fort \\ Minin, the 9th M-s 176‘», being tin nno 
to a letter from Clive, W. 13. Sumner. C S. l'laymdl, J. Johnston , l*. Sykc-., J. R. Bur.lott, 

(i forgo Cray, to Hugh Watts. Esq . d;dcd Foot. W illiam, the 9tli Mir, l/oo. 

** From the Reiilent to fhr Right Hon’hle Rohrrt Lord Cliv.. Pronidnit and Governor, &c., 
Muinhnt)the Select Committee, timed Midnapore, the 27th June 17 ( 16. 

ft From M. Watts to William Rrigh • ml Sumner, &c., Council, dated Midnaporo, the 

29th July 1765. r 

XJ From W. J), Burr nnr, II. Verdi t. ft. Luyccitor, and Goo go Gn«y, to Hugh Watts, E*q„ 
dated Fort .William, tho 12th August 1765. 
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trade, except as contractors with tho Socioty,* was prohibited. Tho Corn- 
mittee were ready to receive proposals for contracts in die three articles, 
and to take money into their treasury at interest for carrying on the 
trade. An advertisement was published notifying tho commencement 
of the trade. The preference in contracting was to be given to the 
Factors adjacent to the districts where the articles were produced. 
Mr. Watts was required to submit proposals for consideration, and as 
tho season w r as very far advanced the settlement of contracts was to bo 
no longer delayed. . , » . 

Tn October 1765 chiefs and other gentlemen at subordinate Ro¬ 
ries were prohibited! from lending money to the zemindars or oilier 
servants of the public in the Nabob’s dominions without the consent 
of the ministers, or from interfering directly or indireotly with the »i sn- 
ness of the Government, A prohibition was also made regarding lenuiog 
money to tlie zemindars within the province of Midnaporo without the 
consent of the Committee or of the Governor and Council. Ail the 
Company’s servants, banians, and dependants, were to confine themselves 
strictly to tire business of tlio collections, and their own private nllans, 
carefully avoiding any stop that might possibly affect the Company s 

mtW In November:? 12,718 piece-goods were being provided at tho 
Midnapore factory, the cost of which was Its. 87,805. 

In December§ the Company thought it necessary to establish that 
all trade to be carried on within the provinces where factories were 
established should be earned on by their servants at such factories, 
and their agents only, who should transact the business of the Com¬ 
pany’s other servants on receiving the established commission ; aud on 
any' refusal to accept such commission, or nny tendency to monopolize, the 
servants at Calcutta or other parts, should be at liberty to send their own 
blaok fomashtas, who should nevertheless lie accountable for then conduct 
to the Company’s servants within whose jurisdiction they resided. At 
districts which were not comprehended within the jurisdiction of each 
subordinate were to bo considered as within the jurisdiction 01 the 

Board of Calcutta. „ „ « . i 

With a view to monopolize the trade of the country, or perhaps 

to prevent any misunderstanding that might possibly arise with' ho 

Government of the country, it had been ordered m July 1< 1 

all Europeans, Portuguese, and Axemans employed iw agente in t ^ 

country by tho Company’s servants, or other merchants living under 


• Tho constitution of ViU Society will best bo learnt from Vor mauoHng 

SSrWSSfi w. “..• *"«“ 

17ti8 j. From Clive, W. B. Sumner, John Caruac, and H. Verejet, to Hugh Watte, Esq., dated 

tor yz:rii h witte«ot^ l1 &* n*™,**** 

Council, dated Mi.lnapow, the 28th Now.her Mm- the 84th of December 1705, being the 

r'o John Graham F-.p, dated Fort Wiltiaro, 

th ' TarM; Of the Kou’ble the President end Council, dated fort William the Art 

JM- IVM, being an ui.rMmv to a Uka ftom J. Drahem 1 AbM.o Benaunmi. !• Hr .. 

Midnr ortt, (liu-tl 21st July 1701. 
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^y/ompany’s protection, sliould be recalled, and that they eh 
ve the places of their respective residences in such time as to arrive 
at Calcutta by the 31st December 1764. In the May following- this 

order was repeated, and the Select Committeo diroetod that all free 
merchants and other Europeans* * * § who resided up the country under 
protection of the English name should be recalled. One month's time 
was allowed them, after which they were to be conveyed in security 
to Calcutta. Accordingly a Mr. George Leighlar, residing in Birkul, 
was required to proceed within the time assigned to Calcutta.t Finally 
in July 1765$ the protection to free merchants and others was with¬ 
drawn altogether from the 21st October 1765. 

Immediately before thecloso of the year 1765, Mr. Graham apprised 
his Lordship and tho gentlemen of the Council? that under an escort of 
a liavildar and twelve sepoys seventeen chests of treasure, .containing 
1 , 00,000 sicca rhpees and 147 bales of piece-goods, valued at 35,607-14 
Arcot rupees, had been sent to Gangakhali for dispatch to Calcutta. In 
February 176G|| 11s, 88,000 were dispatched to Calcutta. In March,If 
under .the escort of anaik and six sepoys, 89 hales of piece-goods were 
gent. In tho same month** * * §§ Es. 94,500 were remitted to Calcutta. 

In Juneft Mr. Graham apprised tho Council that Es. 50,000 in 
treasure and Es. 14,108-11-9 in piece-goods had been transmitted to 
Calcutta. In JulyJJ 0. Es. 24,880 were remitted to Calcutta by boat 
from Gh&t&l. 

In August§§ Es. 1,00,000 and nineteen bales of piece-goods were 
sent to Calcutta to be laden in tho Company's two- matwas at 
Partabpur. It appears that Es. 6,00,000 had been remitted in the 
year (which was reckoned according to the Orissa style), exclusive of 
the advances.made for tho investment and all the expenses of the 
Factory (Civil and Military). It further appears that the want of 
a magazine was felt in the Fort of Midnaporo for the keeping of 
stores," which were lodged in an old tomb, which was said not to be 
proof against rocket, and was, moreover, by overtopping the walls of 
Hie fort, exposed to every attempt of an enemy. 

There is subjoined in the Appendix|||| the copy of an abstract of 
annual expenses at the Midnapore Factory. 


* From Oliv‘% William B. Sumner, and F.Syke3, to Hugh Watte, F-sq., Resident at Midnapore, 
dated Fort William, the loth May 1765 

t From H. Watt:’ to Mr. Geo. Lei :hlar in Birkul, dated Midnapore tho 26th May 1705, 

x A Resolution of the Select Cpinniiitce, dated Fort Williana, the 20th July 1765, being the 
enclosure to a letter from Alexander Campbell, Secretary S. C., to Hugh Watts, Esq., dated Fort 
William, the 20th July 170S, 

§ From John Graham to the Bight Hon’ble Lord Clive, President and Governor, &c., 
Council, dated Midnapore, the 29th December 1765. 

ii Fiom John Graham to the Kigbt Hon’ble Lord Clive, President and Governor, A*:., 
Council, dated Midnapore, the 8th February 1766. 

From the Resident to the Right Hou’ble Lord Clive, President and Governor, &c.. Council, 
dated M idnapore, the otli March 1706. 

41 From the iUeidetd to the Right Hou’ble Lord Clive, President and Governor, &c., Council, 
dated Midnapore, tho 16th March 1766. 

ft From the I udent to W. B. Sumner, E*q &c., Gentlemen of Council, dated Midnapore. 
tho J nth June 1760. 

3T From the Resident to W. B. Sumner, Esq., &c., Members of the Committee of Trade, dated 
Mi (impure, the 25th July 1766i 

§§ From the Resident to the Right Hon'ble Lord Clive, President and Governor, Council, 
dated Midnapore. the31*? August 1766. 

III! Vide Appendix No. i 







In March 17HG it was expressly ordered* that the duty on goods 
in the Jellasore province should be collected as usual, and that no excep¬ 
tion might bo made: the same was to be levied on the goods of the 
Company as on all otlior porsons. 

Mr. Graham was ordered! in this year to observe it as a rule in 
future from October to March to send up the monthly statements of 
his factory to be transmitted to Europe by the ships that might be 
dispatched during that time. It was also ordered? that the monthly 
accounts of the subordinate factories should bo constantly, dispatched 
to Calcutta by the 15th of the succeeding month at furthest: all person's 
were to draw for their pay and allowances as they became due, that 
they might regularly appear in the month they properly belonged to. 
This was to be observed as a standing rule with respect to all other 
plunges whatever. It was further ruled§ that the charge of Midnapore 
Fort and buildings should bo brought on the new books. The transfers 
for the advances made from one set of books to the other might be 
entered under the head of revenue books and factory hooks. The 
revenue hooks should be entirely confined to an account of the rents 
received and the charges attending them. The military disbursements 
were to be made out of the factory books, and to appear as a charge 
on the presidency. They were for the month of April at Midnapore 
C. Rs. 7,304-13-0.|| 

In October of the year A. Rs. 40,000 were advanced for increas¬ 
ing tlie provision of some of the articles of Mr. Graham s investment. 
A magazine was to he built at Midnapore on the plan submitted by 
Mr. Graham, and an estimate of the expense was required. 

Mr. Graham had previously been informed*" that he might take 
up what sums ho might want for carrying on his own business, and 
grant bills for the amount on his attorneys in Calcutta. Agreably to 
the permission accorded, Mr. Graham took currency Rs. 35,100 in the 
month of May to carry on his private business out of the cash of the 
Committee of Trade.ft 

In this year?? the following injunction was laid down M Great 
care should be taken that our servants at the subordinates,.and our gomas- 
tahs at the aurrungs, do not impede European nations in their invest¬ 
ment. The Company’s advantages in the revenues are now beeomo 


* From H. Verelst to Mr. John Graham, at Midnapore, dated Calcutta, the 17th Mnroh 
f From H« Verelst, H. Waits, Claud Russell, William Aldcrsoy, and Thomas lwlsnll. to 
Mr. John GraUnm, dated Fort William, the 31at March 1730. 

t From H. Verelst, R. Marriott, H. Watts, Claud Russell, William Aldersey, and Thomas 
Kehull, to Mr. John Graham, dated Fort William, tho 14th April 1730. . 

.< From William B. Sumner. H. Watts, Claud luusell, William Aldersey, Thomas KGsall, and 
Charles Flov r, to Mr. John Graham, dated Fort, William, the 2nd June 1760. 

|j From the Resident to W. B. Sumner, Eeq., £c., Gentlemen of tin houneil, cured Midnapore, 
the 30th May 1766. 


aud 


er From” ‘live, John Carnac, H. Verelst, ( 'laud Russell, Wii am Aldersey. Thomas Kelsall, 
Charles Moyer, to Mr. John Graham, dated Fort William, tho 80th October 1768. 

»» From W. B. Sumnt r, H. Verelst, 11. Marriott, and II. Watts, to Mr. John Graham, tinted 
Fort William, the 28th May 1706. r . , . 

•ji From tho Resident to W. B. Sumner, Esq., &cMember of iho Committee of Trade, dated 
Midnapore, tho 9th June 1766. * , 

.ft Extract from the Hcm'blo Company’s general Rttor to Bengal,dated 17th May 1,66, para¬ 
graph 17tb, being an enclosure to n letter from H. Verelst, John Carnac, Claud Ituaseli, \\ iiljani 
A1 iersey, Thomas Koieall, and Charica tioyer, to Mr. J-hn Graham, dated Fort William, tho »bth 
December 1760. 
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to blended with the general welfare of the country, that it is our 
interest as well as our duty to promote as much as possible the bringing 
of money from all quarters into the country ; for which reasou, as well 
•is to prevent disputes with their Sovereigns in Europe, we recommend 
it to you in general to bo very circumspect in your behaviour to them, 
and in no way to intrude on their privileges, and particularly do not 
obstruct the Dutch in their opium trade, which is an object of such 
importance to them. ’ 

At* the same time it was ordered that none of the Company’s 
servants civil or military, were to demand, directly or indirectly, or 
nocept or receive, from any person or persons whatsoever, for the loan 
of any sum or sums of money, real or nominal, in Bengal or in any 
other part or province of India (excepting only such moneys as they 
mi"ht from time to time lend on respondentia), any kind of premium, 
gratuity, or advantage whatsoever over and above 12 per cent., per 
annum interest, on pain of suspension from the Company’s service. 
Certain orders of the Select Committeo that had issued in October 
1765 were repeated, and it was resolvedf that “no civil or military 
servants of the Company, their banians or dependants, &e., should after 
that date lend money upon lease, mortgage, or otherwise to the 
zemindars and other officers of the Government without the knowledge 
and consent of Mahomed Iteza Cawn and the ministers.” It was 
understood that this order had been disregarded to the great prejudice 
of the revenue and injury to the Company. No British subject, in 
or out of the Company’s service, or their dependents, should lena 
money, unless upon respondontia, at a higher rate of interest than 
per cent, per annum; and such sums ofmoneyasmight have been 
bait at a higher interest should be recalled on the 11th April l/l>. , on 
pain of immediate dismissal and forfeiture of the Company s protection. 

It + had previously been ordered in April of the year that all 
Europeans in Bengal not in the Company’s service should send m to 
the Secretary to the Council their names, dates of arrival, places ot 
abode, and authority for residing in India. 

Apparently§ in this year some of the military gentlemen stationed 
at Midnapore with Mr. Graham had tendered their commissions, that 

is, resigned the service. • , . 

Itj is written that in January 1767 seventeen chests of treasure 
and one hundred and fourteen bales of piece-goods were dispatched from 
M idnapore to be forwarded from Gangakkal I upon the Company s mate as. 
Thef bah- were packed in readiness for dispatch to Europe agreeably to 


• Extroctftj» <ho Hon’blo Companj ’0 ^nd^ottor to BwgU, 

l "“ + Krora.v^mVoroUt, and Fro.. Syka., to Mr. John Graham, dated Fort William, tho 

31,11 J*From WiVlfam Aldareoy, 8eorctary, to Mr. John Graham, Resident at M.dnapoic, Sit'd 

Fort William, iuo 7th April 1700. . . , 0 ,., vr a _ »triii* 

•i From U. Vcrelat t, Mr. John Graham, date - Calcutta, the -9th Maj? h'->G. 
j From J. Graham to tho liiffht Hou'blo Lord CUve, Prudent and Governor, &o. t Gentlemen 
of Council, iV.< (1 Midnapore, tho 10th January 1767. 

«[ I .Mill J Cir thumb) tliu I i^hfc Hon’blo Lord Clive, President and Governor, At., ( untlcraeii 

yf Council, doted A1 idnapore, the 10th January 17o7 (but Another U tfcor). 







the late directions of the Export Warehouse-keeper. The dispatch fell 
considerably short of what had beeu expected on account of Mr. Graham’s 
having been obliged to return the greatest part of the sannoes upon 
the merchants’ hands, into which they had put conjee contrary to the 
most express and repeated orders. The fact of their being ready 
packed was in consequence of the many and frequent complaints from 
Calcutta, and also from England, of the great inconvenience that arose 
from making the bales either larger or smaller than had hitherto been 
the custom.* Mr. Yansittart had inquired how many pieces of the 
different kinds of cloth were to be packed in one bale. The sises were 
apparently for nillaes, ginghams, peniasooes, 20 by 2 ; for sannoes, 
25 by 2; toapoys, 28 by 1 \ ; for charconnaes, 35 by 1 £ ; for seersuckers 
and shalbafts, 40 by 2; for chucklaes intended for the African trade, 
50 by 2, He explained that the diversity in the number of pieces 
in one bale was caused by the custom which had always been observed 
of packing up the different sorts in different bales, f Besides, the small¬ 
ness of the Midnapore bales in comparison with those of other factories 
was owing to the necessity the Resident was under the greatest part of 
the year of transporting them by bullocks to Gangakhali, the Rasai 
river being navigable only in the height of the mins. However*, the 
Resident was informed that the Company disapproved not only of small 
bales, but those which consisted of different letters, that is of cloths 
ordered in different letters. As a rule, hales were in future not to 
contain less than 100 pieces; some might even contain so many as 
120 pieces. 

In§ this year (1767) also the Company complained that the cargoes 
of the French and Dutch ships were much more valuable than theirs, 
owing to the larger proportion of fine goods that they received. The 
Company said that they had great reason to believe that some of their 
servants had been concerned in providing cargoes for the French and 
Dutch ships. A strict inquiry was to be made to discover who had 
been guilty of so great a breach of trust, and those who had acted so 
unfaithful and injurious a part to their employers were immediately to 
be dismissed the service and sent home—a reasonable time being allowed 
them for settling their private concerns, which time was not to exceed 
twelve months. 

There was an attempt made at this time to open out new sources 
of trade and profit to the Company. “ Raw silk, v the Resident sun .11 
“being an article of which our honourable masters. I imagine, w r ould 
wish to be supplied with as large a quantity as possible, I am endeavour¬ 
ing to promote the cultivation of it to the utmost of my power m these 
provinces by offering great encouragement to whoever will undertake 


* From the Hesideat to John Cartier, Esq., Esport Warehouse-keeper, dated Midnapore, the 

3rJ Resident to John Cartier, E*q., Export Wawhonse-keeper, doted MWnapor*, tho 

UU, l A Ffot W 7a C„ f tior to Geo. Vtm.iU.rt, Kst,. doted1 Calcutta M .July W7 

t Extract irotn the Company's gencul U tter per Admiral Wafe-.m, date i the J Hh jNrn.n 
3 7fV7 f being the enclosure to a letter from II. VereM, K. Nnith, . . » snm ‘ ’ 

Win, Aldorscy, and Charles Floy or, to Mr. George \ansittart. dated tort William, tho 1st 

dm IMbat to Richard B*h«, K.q, CoUcctor-Genoral, No. 30, (total M.dtn r or,- th. 
0th Fobrunvy I7fl8. 
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I will hereafter* inform you what success I am likely to meet 
with.” It appears* he wished to grant 100 beeghas of waste ‘land in 
the Midnapore pergunnah as a talook to any one who. would engage 
to cultivate half of it with mulberry trees for the produce of raw silk, 
the other half to remain at the ryots’ disposal for the cultivation of 
sugarcane, tobacco, &c., for their own convenience; and he would have 
to^ay to the zemindar for the first year, Its. 10 (sicca), the second 30, 
t hir d 45 and the fourth and ever afterwards 100, which last was rather 
less than a common renter would have to pay for the same quantity of land 
according to its usual value in this part of the province. The cultivators 
of raw silk would be encouraged by its being thus made the means of 
obtaining for people a gift of lands which they would otherwise be obliged 
to purchase or hold upon less advantageous terms; the zemindars would 
receive rent for lands which yielded them no manner of profit; and at 
tl'.o same time their unwillingness to be deprived of any part of their 
hereditary estates would induce them to exert their utmost endeavours 
that their lands might not remain uncultivated, and so he liable to he 
taken from them. It was hoped that the zemindars themselves, in order 
to save their lands, would enter into engagements for the cultivation of 
raw silk. Offers for talooks were made in Calcutta. Subsequently, 
when asked to supply further information, the Resident saidf that the 
customary rate in parts of the Midnapore pergunnah for silk-produc¬ 
ing land was Es. 2-3, and for the ryots’ houses, and for sugarcane, 
tobacco, Re. l-2perbeegha. In order to induce the ryots to undertake a 
business which they had not been used to, and which required a good 
deal of labour and attendance, the talookdars would be obliged to 
abate somewhat of the customary rent, and therefore the former rate was 
calculated at Rs. 2 per beegha, and the latter at Re. I. At these rates 
the yearly amount of rent would be Rs. 150, and this the Resident 
caused to be divided, two-thirds for the profit of the zemindar, free 
from risks and •expenses, and one third for the use of the talookdars. 
He saidj “ If the Calcutta people who were desirous of talooks could 
bring any ryots with thorn, it would be so much the better, as these 
provinces would furnish labour and sustenance to many more inhabitants 
than they at present contain.” And finally he wrote§“ What 
with the raw silk which is already produced in the Midnapore district, 
and the increase which may be expected, the quantity will, I hope, in 
a short time be large enough to become an object worthy of our atten¬ 
tion fur the benefit of the Mon’ble Company in that valuable brancli 
of their investment. With this expectation I wish much that some 
families of winders would be induced to settle at Midnapore.” In 
furtherance of his plans the Resident hoped|| to bo able to supply himself 
with winders from Kashijora, Kutubpur, and Narajol, who, though they 


Fror.i tho ]• oilent to Bichard Becher, Esq;, Collector-Genera], No. 33, dated Midnapore, 
(be 22nd March 17BB. 

t £ 1 -m the Resident to Richard Boclier, Esq., Collector-Gonern’, No, 33, dated Midnapore, 
the April 17«8. 

X 1 mm tin Resident to Richard Becher, Esq , Collector-General, No, 33, dated Midnapore, 
Ihn 1st April 17tfS 

Frin tho Resident to Richard Becher, E«q.,|OolIector-Gcncral, dated Midnapore, the 23rd 
June 17W9. 

|| From the Resident to Biehard Becher, Esq., Collector-General, dated Midnapore, the 19th 
July 1768. 
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bad not the reputation of Calcutta or Burdwan winders, would provo 
competent it was thought. Instead of talooks it was proposed to grant 
to one Gokul Grhosal and others ijaras for ten or twelve, or even a longer 
term of years. Talooks were supposed to infringe on the zemindar’s 
hereditary rights. 

In April of the year 17G9* * it was said that the price of tussor had 
advanced Rs. 75 per cent, on what it had been two years before. 
Ginghams at Us. 3-4 and peniascoes at Rs. 4-8 used to be made 
of the tusser which the Government wished to buy at Rs. 3 and Rs. 4. 
It was explained that the weavers would deliver the cloth very bad and 
extremely thin if they were to get only tho lower price. In the same 
month complaintsf were made that the fabric of the cloth manufactured 
in Midnapore was bad : threats, promises, and large deductions from tho 
prices charged by the merchants, when the goods were much infeiior to 
the musters, alike proved useless in effecting an improvement. 
Mr. Vansittart proposed to get as many weavers as possible to settle in 
the village of Midnapore itself to work under his immediate supervision. 
A few had come. He proposed to take particular care of them, and lie 
thought many more might be induced to come. He hoped then to be 
able to effect an improvement both in the brightness of the colours and 
the goodness of the cloth. The intention to draw the weavers and 
other manufacturers employed on the investment of Midnapore, and to 
give every encourgeinent for this purpose, was approved highly.* But it 
is likely that it was owing to this circumstance that general complaints^ 
of numbers of weavers having deserted the Kirpai district and fled to 
Midnapore were made; balances were said to be due from them, they 
were miserably poor in appearance, and nothing could be collected from 
them except by means of further advances. About four or five hundred 
had fled from different parts. 

Notwithstanding the impulse that it was intended should be given 
to the business of tho Company’s investment, the Resident was direotedll 
to confine himself strictly to the Company’s orders in the provision of 
the ensuing year’s investment, without attempting any increase. 'Dio 
fabric was to be improved rather than the quantity of the goods 
increased. At the same time the Company remarked^ :—“ It is very 
material to our interest that as large a sum be invested as possible, and 
in order to effect this we direct that the weavers should by all proper 
means be encouraged. „ . 

£u We would not have such goods as may in future prove inferior 
to musters totally rejected, but retained for the use of tho Company at 
their proportionable value. These must not he blended with your 
choices sortments, but paoked separately and invoiced to us as Ferrit 


• From li io Resident to the Ilonble H. Verelst, dated Midnapore, tlio Oth April 17(59. 

f From the Resident to the Hon’ble H. Verelst, resident and Governor, &e.. Couneit 
dated Midnapore, the 14th April 1789. 

$ From John Cariier, James Alexander, Claud Russell, and Charles rlojer, to Mr. Geo. 
Vansittart, dated Fort William, the 20th April 17»'«9, 

5 From the Resident to .lolm Cartier, Eeq., dated Midnapore, the 10th December l‘,Y0. 

\\ From John Cartier, James Alexander Claud Russell, and Charles Flayer, ro Mr. Geo. 
ViuiMitart, dnted Fort William, the 10th April 1709. 

* Extracts from tho Hon ble Company's perioral letter, under date the 11th Novemh u 
pua;;, .p! -17, boing the enclosure to u leUer from John Cartier, G. Russell, J. Alexander, and 
Charles Moyer, to Mr. Geo. Vausitturt , dated Fort William, the 1st Jure 1709. 
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goods; still remembering to give every encouragement and advantage 
to those manufacturers that will exert themselves most, and keep the 
quality of their goods the nearest to your old musters, and discourage 
every" attempt in others who designedly debase their manufactures by 
retaining them on less advantageous terms to the weavers or eon- 

ti actors. ag t j 10 jj on >}ji e Company was very solicitous 
that every possible encouragement should be given to the cultivation 
of the mulberry plant, a deduction in the n uts of the lands that were 
planted with this shrub was suggested, as a bounty for raising it, which 
would make it a more profitable culture than that of any other article. 
\t the same time the investment for the ensuing year was curtailed,! 
and the amount to be provided at the Factory limited to Rs. 1.00,000; 
the < (K>ds were to consist of those most in demand in Europe. 

”l« March 1770 the Directors said!“ As the matter of investment 
is of the greatest importance to our interest, because on that alone 
depends our prosperity and existence, we have bestowed very great 
attention to the goods which answer best at this market. You will 
find our observations at large in the list of investment, and wo 
particularly recommend to you to encourage the growth of that silk, 
and the manufacture of those goods, which appear on the list of invest¬ 
ment to be most in demand at this market. 

« Notwithstanding we have repeatedly complained of great detects 
in providing and assorting your investment of piece-goods, yet as those 
complaints still subsist, whereby our sales here are greatly prejudiced, 
we have thought it expedient, in order to prevent them m future, to 
appoint Mr. Henry Guinaud, who . is perfectly acquainted with the 
sortments proper for the European markets, to be {superintendent of 
Piece-goods under your presidency at the salary of four hundred pounds 
a year to commence upon bis arrival; also twenty pounds per calendar 
montli for subsistence instead of diet money ; and he is to have all his 
travelling charges defrayed in going from one place to another m 
India. We have paid the expense of his passage out, and lie is also 
to be allowed the expense of his voyage home, as stipulated m his 
agreement with the Company, of which wo send a copy; and it is our 
positive order that he be neither permitted to trade tor himself, nor to 
procure goods of any kind, cither directly or indirectly, for any other 
persons whatever ; and wo shall severely resent the least disobedience 

lh ^ T ho principal defects which are pointed out, and whioh 
Mr Guinaud lias undertaken to rectify, are the great, mixture of sorts 
in the same hale; the want of variety and noveity in all powered 
striped, and checked muslins, also in all coloured piohihu d g > 
neglect of providing sundry species of muslins and other goods imported 


• l'.xtr, t from the Hon’b'.o Company’s general letter under date ^’vnarittart dafd 
beiim the und. sure to a le't.-r Com James Alexander, Colleotor-General, to Goo. v nnsitlart, dated 

Calcutta, the j^Jth Cartiw, eland Rusk)), Charl'8 Flayer, and H. Haro, to Mr. Geo. vnnsiltnrt, 

d “ J EWraclslTm^tht goiomUetefrom Europe per Mansfield, dated 23«1 March 

’nclolme to a letter from John Cartier, Claud Bussell, and Charles Floyor, dated Fort 
Willium, the October 1770. 
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by foreign companies with great profit; the small investment of 
superfine muslins much in demand for foreign and home trade; and 
the inferior quality of sundry sorts of muslins annually degenerating 
so much as not to answer their denomination. You must, therefore, 
further our views in this important branch of our commerce by 
employing Mr. Guinaud in such manner as to answer the ends of his 
appointment, either by his overlooking and sorting the hales as they 
are received into the export warehouse at Calcutta, or by his taking 
the circuit of the aurrungs and instructing the persons there in what 
manner the goods should he manufactured and sorted for their expor¬ 
tation to Europe. 

“ We have observed in our investment this year the great inatten¬ 
tion of the sorters at many places in suffering goods to he packed of 
different qualities and species in the same bale, as also others rotten or 
damaged in the middle of the piece. This is so great a neglect of their 
duty that we order that the native in whose immediate department 
the goods have been found faulty he directly dismissed our service, 
and also that the Chief Warehouse-keeper of that department he 
reprimanded, as by this inattention it has already. been a great 
charge to us by the buyers examining every piece in many 
bales and returning those which they find to he damaged ; and if this 
is not remedied in future, it will give such discredit to the goods that 
the buyers will open all the bales to examine every piece, which will 
amount to an immense sum in labour, to prevent which in future wo 
direct that every piece be examined over a roller before it is packed. The 
species of goods and places they have been received from are as follows, 
viz. goods damaged and in holes— 


Baftaes 

BJSF) 

EBiEf 

Islamabad. 

Emmeries ... 

... EV-RE1 
FE-VRE 
NE-VEE 

► Patna. 


NEE—YRE 


Lac cowries... 

LAC J 


Mammoodies 

... M—AM 


Gurraks 

GUE 

Soonamokie Aurrung. 


Goods mixed. 


Cossaes 

... BCOSM 

Maid all Aurrung. 

Mttlmuls 

MULEAD 

Kirpni Aurrung. 

... 

... BMUL1 
... MULSJ 

| Sanfcipore. 

Scerbettees ... 

... SEERBE 


... 

...MSEEBE1 
FSEEEBEJ 

| Dacca. 


“And we further direct that at every subordinate factory, 
district, or other place whatever, where Putney may be provided for 
our investment, accounts be duly kept of whatsoever species of silk 
produced at such subordinate factory or district, distinguishing par¬ 
ticularly what quantity may be fit for our investment as fine silk, and 
also of Ferrifc which may bo found proper to send hither; and of such 









refuse silk as must of necessity be rejected; ascertaining thoreby as 
near a 3 may be the whole produce of the country, and that such 
accounts be regularly entered on your consultations at the close of 
every bund* for our information. It is also our pleasure that you 
take the greatest care to prevent those who may have the inspection 
of the Putney from rejecting any under the name of refuse Putney 
which shall not be absolutely unfit to be sent to Europe under the 
denomination of Ferrit silk; and if you should at any time discover 
that any fraud or collusion whatever be practised by those who 
may have the care of this business, whereby Ferrit silk may be 
deemed unfit for the European market when it actually is not ^o, 
we direct that you forthwith dismiss from our service every person, 
of whatever rank or station, who may be found unfaithful in a 
matter which we deem of groat consequence, and do therefore so 
particularly charge you effectually to carry into execution. 

“ You are to take care at the commencement of every bund, or 
oftener, that at all your subordinates or factories, when advances 
are made to pykars, each pykar be called before the Chief of tho Subordi¬ 
nate and Council, or the Resident, and two others at least of our 
servants next in authority, if so many reside at such factory, where 
any advances may be issued to the said pykars, and that to each of 
the pykars separately a copy he delivered of their outstanding 
balances, if any such there be, with a particular account of the advanoe 
last made to them, and they are to be examined whether they have 
actually received the amount for 'which thoy are debited, and care 
must also be taken that the answers of each pykar respectively thereto 
he entered at large and transmitted to you, which must also be 
entered on your consultations immediately for our information. Ibis 
mode of proceeding is on no account to be neglected or disconti¬ 
nued, and by which means those frauds and oppressions formerly 
practised by the sircar paymasters or their banians in detaining 
part of the advances in their own hands, and obtaining from tho pykars 
receipts for the whole, will, we hope, be prevented in future. 

“ The complaints of the chassars against the pykars should be very 
carefully attended to; every prudent means should bo used to restore 
harmony between those who are so immediately and mutually eon- 
corned in the provision of our investment. If the chassars are oppress¬ 
ed. relief should he administered; yet in such manner, if possible, as 
no f to lessen the influence of our pykars with those persons on whom 
the investment principally depends. Such of the pykars who do not 
honestly pay the chassars, but leave a balance due at the close of tho 
bund to those who rear the worms or wind the silk, deserve sever> 
reprehension for misusing our advances made to them, and are by 
no means worthy your confidence in future. You will by diligent 
inquiry soon inform yourselves if this he the case,, aud take such 
measures thereupon as may effectually prevent hindrance being 
given to our investment by the mismanagement- of the Oompauy s 
pykars. 


* A bund is the season when the silkworm dies and yields its product) to tho cultivator. 
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“ We do not approve that part of your orders to subordinates which 
enjoins implicit obedience to be paid by the Residents at our several 
factories to the orders of Y e * Chief of a subordinate. It is our plea¬ 
sure that all orders that require implicit obedience be issued, not by 
the Chief singly , but by the Chief and Council; and that all orders 
given, answers received, and all other proceedings whatever, relative to 
our investments, be not communicated by the Chief to the Council, but 
by the Chief and Council do issue such orders (sic) ; and that all remon¬ 
strances and answers thereto be addressed, not to the Chief alone, but 
to the Chief and Council of such subordinates respectively from whom 
. the orders may have been issued ; or, in extraordinary cases, to the 
Governor and Council of Calcutta: and we direct that immediately 
on receipt hereof you transmit a copy of this our order to every sub¬ 
ordinate and factory within your presidency, and that it may be an 
invariable rule to be observed in futuro by all our servants at every 
such subordinate and factory.” 

Returning to a subject already partly discussed, it may be stated 
that in February 1768 attention was requested to former orders of 
July 1765. Mr. Yansittart, the Resident, was required* to apprehend 
and send to the presidency without delay all such free merchants and 
others as he might find trading within his district, should it appear 
that they had no permission granted for that purpose by the President 
or the Select Committee. Again in May 1768 fresh noticef in the 
following terms was given : — 

“Notice is hereby given that after the expiration of two months 
from the 27th April no gomashtas employed by the English shall bo 
permitted to remain in any part out of the provinces of Bengal, 
Behar, and Orissa; and after that period, that no Company’s servant, 
free merchant, or other European residing under the Company’s 
protection, shall be suffered to carry on any inland trade, directly or 
indirectly, beyond those limits, under penalty, if a Company’s servant, 
of being immediately dismissed the service, if a free merchant or other 
# European, of forfeiting the Company’s protection. And that if any 
Europeans whatsoever shall attempt to transport any merchandise 
beyond the provinces, all such merchandise shall be seized and con fie- 
cated, and the gomashtas having charge of such contraband trade shall 
be punished with the utmost severity. 

“ All Armenians, Portuguese, or the descendants of Armenians and 
Portuguese, living under the Company’s protection, are included in the 
above restrictions; it being intended that none but the natives of the 
country (Mussulman and Hindoos) shall in future enjoy this privi- 
ledge.” For it was intended by the Hon’ble Company’s general letter 
of the 20th November 1767+ that the orders of the 10th February and 
17th May 1766 should be confirmed, which were “ that no Company’s 
servants, free merchants, or any Europeans, shall in any mode or shape 


'liar lea Floyer, to Mi*, (loo. 


* From TI. VoreLu. John Curtior, F. Sykus, KichardBfloher, and i 
Vnnsittjul, dated Fort William, the 10th February 1768. t , 

t Cony of a publication made at Fort W illiam, the 18th May 1769, being tho .'uclumro U* 
Inter (WJt Vo.elHt, Kiihftr.l Smith. J. Alexander, ( laud Uussdh Wilburn Alderuev, imdlhurlui 
Floyer, to Mr, Guo. Vanslttort, dnM Fort William, tho lbth May 1768. 

7. Kx tracts from the Hon*blc Companys general letter per Admirnl vVatsofi, uuuu' dare *.0’h 
Novemlit r 1707 being the enoloeure (o u letter from H. Verolet, John Curlier. ( laud Ku&selJ, and 
Ch irks Floyer, to Mr. Geo. VimeitUirt, dated Fort William, the at September 1768. 
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j wjiatsoevor, either by themselves or agents, directly or indirectly, trade 
in, or be concerned in carrying on an inland trade in salt, betel* nut, 
tobacco, or any other articles produced or consumed in the country.” 
Henceforth the Company’s servants and Europeans residing under the 
Company’s protection were confined within the ancient limits of export 
and import. Betel-nut and tobacco were not among the articles coming 
under the head of export. 

Finally, on the 12th December 1770, a notice from Fort William 
was promulgated*:—“ That the Hon’ble the East India Compauy have 
been pleased to lay open the trade in salt, betel-nut, and tobacco 
throughout these provinces, and that all persons, whether Europeans or 
others, are hereby permitted to engage in it subject to the regulations 
already in force, and to such others as may be hereafter made by the 
Hon’ble the Members of Administration.” 

In order to adjust the accounts of the subordinate factories with 
those of the jiresklency more accurately than the method that had been 
hitherto adopted of keeping the books allowed, the Government thought 
proper to make the following regulation :—“ Your general books are 
to be kept in current rupees, and you are to send to the presidency a 
copy of your journal every month as soou as entered in your hooks. 

.“But as it may be necessary to keep some of your accounts in the 
species of money in which you transact your business with the natives, 
prdbably the addition of an inward column will be requisite, and we 
have sent you the form of an account for your guidance.” And later 
directionsf said that “every subordinate should henoeforward send 
monthly two statements to the presidency, one of them to contain 
their quick stock, and the other to contain the amount of the dead 
stock, together with such other articles of debts and charges not inserted 
in their statement of quick stock * * * The appurtenanoes 

of forts, buildings, and works, as likewise ordnance or military stores 
issued for service, to he included in the statement of dead stock/’ 

The Resident in 1767 was not above lending money to impecu¬ 
nious zemindars. The matter will best be explained in Mr. Graham’s 
own words!:—“ I did myself indeed lend some money to assist the zemin¬ 
dars last year at the season of their cultivation, but I did not venture 
upon this transaction until I had first obtained the sanction of your 
Committee through the channel of Mr. Verelst; nor was the rate 
of interest stipulated by that gentleman ever exceeded by me. The 
assistance to the zemindars I must siill think essentially necessary 
to help them in carrying on the cultivation of their lands and prevent 
their being obliged to dispose of their preceding crop (which at that 
time of the year would sell very low and thereby produce deficiencies 
in their rents), and it may therefore not be an improper object of your 
Lordehip’s, &e., attention, should it not suit with private persons to lend 


* The on closure to a letter from .John Cartier, Claud Resell, Charles Floyer, find H‘. Hare, to 
Klvva 1 1 hi her .y. : } dated Fort William, the 20th December 1770. 

t To the Hon Me John Curlier, Esq., Governor and President, Ac., Council of Port William, 
from L. D.Wil, SuF Accountant, being fho enclosure to ft loiter from John Cartier, Claud linked, 
John Reed Thomas Lane, and Richard Barwell, to Mr. G o. Van si ttart, dated Fort William, the 
2nd August 1770 

X From Mr. Graham to the. Rifrht Hon v ble Lord Clive, President, &c., Members of the .Select 
Committee of Fori William, dated Midnapore, iho Hth January 17b7. 
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them money on the terms you have now prescribed, to establish some 
other method of furnishing them with a sufficient supply for the 
salutary purpose which I mention.” 

The Company had ordered* 12,500 pieces of cloth to be provided in 
Midnapore during the season of 1771, of whioh quantity 9,622 pieces 
had already before the month of March been dispatched (a great part , 
of the dispatch, however, being said to belong to the balances of former 
years). There were ready to be dispatched about 5,000 pieces more, 
and Mr. Baber hoped to send 1,000 additional in a very short time. 

In 1771 a system was evolved which would, it was hoped, result in 
the factory accounts being better kept, and the information that they 
were meant to supply being more promptly attainable. The extract 
itself from the general letter from the Court of Directors, dated the 10th 
April 1771, will best exemplify the system :—“In our letter of March 
1769 we observed that you had for some time neglected to send us the 
books of your general store-keeper. We likewise observe, but from 
what cause we are at a loss to determine, that you never transmitted to 
us the books of your export warehouse-keeper. This omission you must 
in future rectify; and indeed that we may be enabled to enter fully into 
every investigation that may be required, we must be furnished with 
every book referred to in the general books of your presidency. 

“ The same reasons will operate with regard to the general books 
of your subordinates, which should be likewise accompanied with 
their respective subsidiaries. 

“In our letter of 23rd March 1770 we directed you to examine 
several balances standing on your general books, and to transmit to us 
your sentiments thereon, with such information as may enable us to 
give our final instructions for clearing your books of such useless 
heads as tend to perplex the state of your accounts. In the meanwhile 
we shall remark that your present method of entering the debtor 
balances at the end of your journal, without any regular disposition, 
is attended with considerable inconvenience; for the several heads of 
dead stock, charges rtiinaining on balance, debts, accounts unadjusted, 
being indiscriminately blended together, are not separated without 
difficulty. 

“ You are therefore in future to make the entries in such a manner 
as may exhibit in a collective view such balances as are of a similar 
nature, in order to which you are to arrange them in the following 
manner, under distinct titles :— 


“ 1 .—Dead Stock. 


“ Under this will he entered such articles as are to be considered as 
forming part of your deadstock, eaoh having a bead in the ledger, viz 


New Port. 

Dock. 

Dock head slip. 

Cradle for careening sloops, 
buoys in the river. 

Old factory and buildings. 


Calcutta town and buildings. 
Charges building saltpetre godowu- 
Charges building new culcherry. 
Charges burying ground. 

Bankipore cantonments. 

Dead stock. 
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v v ' “2.— Factories and Settlements. 

« Under this will follow the balanoes due from the several faotories. 


“ 3.—>j Expeditions. 

“ To include all undertakings to make new settlements or expenses 
in war, for which the returns or reimbursements are dubious, as— 
Expedition against the Hughs. 

Expedition to Nepaul. 

“4. — Ships and Vessels. 

« Here follow the particulars of sloops, &o. 
u rp 0 t ^ e8 e may be added the head of budgerows and boats. 

“ 5.— Monet/ and Good Debts. 

“ Under this title may be comprised :— 


Cash. 

Treasury. 

Charges, French prisoners. 

Advances to the duffadars. 

Advances to contractors for building. 
New works. 

Xing of Pegu. 

Nabob Nazim O’Dowia. 

Account of monthly payments. 


French Company. 
Commission unappropriated. 
Mint. 

Storekeeper-General. 
Military Storekeeper. 
Master Attendant. 

Buxey. 

Import Warehouse-Keeper. 
Export Warehouse-Keeper. 


“ 6.— Stores . 


Timber and plank. 
Stores for exportation. 
Petty stores. 

General stores. 


Military stores. 

Materials and necessaries for building. 
Cowries. 


“ 7 .—Goods in the import warehouse . 


“ g .—Goods in the export warehouse. 
a Under these titles may be entered the separate heads of goods in 
the two warehouses. 


a 9 ,—At the Aurrungs to follow as usual. 
“ 10.— Revenues. 


Burdwan province. 
Chittagong province. 


1 Midnapore province. 
I Collector-General. 

a n .—Old Debts . 


Goods from Europe per ship Stritham. 

Ditto ditto per ship Lynn . 

Old balance account the works. 
Consignment to Batavia. 

Dutch East India Company. 


Account Commissary, 

Chunam contract. 

Dadney due from the merchants. 
Old outstanding debts. 
Desperate debts. 


“ 12. — Unadjusted Accounts . 

“ Under this may be inserted all such accounts as are not. to be 
emiHidered as debts, but which for various reasons are kept open 


Charges lawsuits. 
Company's steward. 
Estimate of losses, 1756. 
Army and Navy. 
European sufferers. 


"Restitution to natives. 

Ditto to Armenians. 
Portuguese inhabitants. 
Ship Tetucnbeen. 

Deposit of ditto. 
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“ With respect to the warehouse stocks, the particulars of which 
have hitherto been brought on your general books, we think such 
articles should be discontinued, and the summary of the import and 
export goods only appear; but as we have never yet received the books 
of your export warehouse-keeper, we shall at present defer giving any 
orders relative to this matter. 

“ By the Duke of Grafton we received the account current of 
Major Kilpatrick’s estate, but are sorry to observe that no light 
has been thrown thereby upon this transaction. In our letter of 16th 
March 176 s we directed you to send us this account, authenticated 
under the seal of the Mayor’s court; in the meantime, although no 
certain judgment can be formed of the nature of this debt, yet as it 
undoubtedly ought not to stand under the present denomination, wo 
direct that the sum of C. Rs. 11,674-4-6, appearing duo from this 
estate, be wrote off from the head of account deposits to old outstand¬ 
ing debts, and remain till further orders.” 

On the 17th April 1771* the following notice was promulgated 
from Port William “ Notice is hereby given that the Hou’ble the 
President and Council of Fort William have this day been pleased to lay 
open the trade between these provinces and the neighbouring powers, 
and do hereby grant full permission to all persons to transport their 
goods and merchandise beyond the Carmanassa, but no dustuoks can 
be granted for exempting goods from the payment of duties after they 
have passed the provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. By order of 
the Ilon’ble the President and Council.” 

The following sentences, written by the Residents will throw^some 
light on the extent of the C Company’s commercial transactions in 17/1 
“ With regard to my abilities to comply with this year’s list, I am to 
inform you, gentlemen, that it does not amount to Rs. 40,000. I he 
collections of these provinces are 14 lakhs, and I make the advances 
out of the treasury here. You are pleased to require to know of me 
the supplies of money I shall have occasion for to carry on the several 
investments to their utmost extent. I know of no investment but one 
at this factory, and the amount of that, as I have before said, 
is not quite Rs. 40,000. So that if I am permitted to make t lie 
advances as usual, I shall want no supplies than from the treasury hejo. 
But indeed, gentlemen, I have already made advances for this years 
investment agreeably to the orders I received from you in October 
last, and any impediment I may be likely to meet with 1 snail 
inform you of in conformity to your commands for this purpose. 

The system on which the Company’s investment was* provided 
will be rendered additionally clear from the following tetter; “ 

compliance with the orders of the Hon’ble the Court of Directors, 
we have determined in contracting on the terms A dadney with the 




# Notice of the Hon’blo the President and Council of Fort William, the 17th April 1771, being 
an enclosure to a letter from John Cartier, W. AIdersey, Thomas Kelsall, C. Floyer, and John 
Herd, to Mr. Edward Baber, dated Fort William, the 17th April 1771. 

t From Edward Baber ” the Hon’ble the President and the rest of the Members ot the 
Cont’ olliutr Committee of Commerce, dated Midnapore, the 1st May 1771. 

I Vr.un John Cartier, S. Middleton, W Alderney, and P. M. Dacrus, to Mr Edwarc Bubev, 
dated Fort William, the l8tb Decimber 1771. 
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native and Armenian mercliants for the Company’s investment which 
is to be provided the ensuing season. 

« We therefore direct that yon do immediately issue advertise¬ 
ment and otherwise inform all the merchants at your factory to the 
following purport :— 

“ That the Hon’ble the Company will provide their investment 
for the ensuin" season by contracts with merchants on the terms of 
(kidney both for piece-goods, silk, and silk piece-goods, and that the 
musters of each assortment are to be seen at the Company’s warehouse 
in the Old Fort in Calcutta, at Cossimbazar, Patna, Dacca, Chittagong, 
Luckipore, Midnapore, Burdwan, or Maldab. 

‘‘That all merchants who propose to contract must give the 
Governor and Council sufficient and approved security for the full 
and due performance of their contracts, to which a penalty is to be 
annexed in case of non-performance. 

“ That they are to engage that they will not provide goods 
for any other person of the same sorts and species as they contract 
for with the Company. 

“ That every merchant is to mention in his proposals the quan¬ 
tity he chooses to contract for, and the times and proportions of the 
quantity of dadney which he may require. 

“ That separate proposals are to be delivered in for the following 

goods :— 


“ Cossimbazar silk and silk piece- 
goods, including Bauleah, Rung- 
pore and Oooniercolly; 

Radnagore silk ; 

Patna piece-goods ; 


Dacca piece-goods; 
Chittagong and Luckipore 
piece-goods ; 

Maldah piece-goods ; 
Midnapore piece-goods ; 


Calcutta aurrungs piece-goods : 
and no merchant will be allowed to contract for more than one of these 

^ nVL « That all goods so contracted for are to be delivered in at Fort 
William and at the different factories on or before the 20th of 

January 1773. _ , . P « 

« That the monthly delivery of the cloth, and oi every species ol 

goods, must be settled by a regular kistbundee. 

<c That the merchants will be supplied with dustucks , and will 
have every reasonable protection and assistance from Government. 

u That their proposals are to be sealed up and delivered m at the 
following periods -.—those for Cossimbazar, Midnapore, Burdwan, and 
the Calcutta aurrungs, on the 5th ; Maldah, the 10th ; Bacea, the ]~th ; 
Patna, Chittagong, and Luckipore, the 20th of January 177^. 

4 * A 3 it is contrary to our design that offers for these contracts 
should be engrossed by a single person, or even confined to a few, but 
as we wish that the plan chould be as diffusive as possible, v^e uesir 
that you will endeavour to get as many responsible merchants as you can 

to deliver in proposals. ~ 

'• You will not fail to send down the proposals to the Committee of 
Commerce directly and immediately on the expiration of those periods 
mentioned in the advertisement, with your remarks and opinion on 
them, and on tho credit and responsibility of each merchant who 
delivers in proposals.” 
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In Midnapore tlie proposers and their sureties, at least in the year 
1772, were required* * * § to deliver in an account of their property to the 
amount of the sum for which they offered to contract and to be security 
respectively, but they declined to do so. There was not more than one 
amongst the proposers who, whether in his capacity of merchant or 
security, was, in the Resident’s opinion, able to perform his engage¬ 
ments. There was scarcely a man in the provinces, it was Said, who 
could command Rs. 25,000. 


It would not be amiss here to describe the system, somewhat 
modified, which obtained a year or two later. The Resident in the 
first place used to be apprised by the Controller of Investments in 
Calcutta (Mr. Aldersey in 1774) of the amount that was to be laid 
out in his district, also of the different articles of which the investment 
was to consist, and the instalments in which it was, if possible, to bo 
provided, in order to enable it to be conveyed to England by particular 
ships. The Resident was at liberty to draw the amount from the trea¬ 
sury by certain instalments, and to expend it in advances to weavers, who 
contracted to deliver by a certain time a specified number of cloths of a 
particular pattern and quality. It was more than once recomnieiidedf 
by the Resident that the first advances of a season should be made to 
the weavers at or a little before the delivery of the last instalment of 
the preceding season’s investment, in order, it was said, that they 
might have as long a time as possible in which to labour. Before 
drawing whatever money he required from the treasury, the Resident 
had to askj the permission of the Provincial Council at Burdwan. 
Before giving advances, agreements, or contracts on account of the 
Company’s investment, had to be signed. § 

It is scarcely necessary to state that balances often accrued on 
the part of the contractors with the Company. In explanation the 
Resident said||:—“ The most considerable part of the balances which 
I have mentioned to have been paid was delivered before the 
famine commenced, and since that time it has been very difficult to 
procure workmen, which is the reason of the decrease in the several 
assortments.” 


There was a balance due from the merchants who provided the 
investment of Rs. 140,000: it was of a very old standing. The Resident 
saidH—“ It was nine or ten years ago more than this sum. and the 
manner in which it has been paying off is that when the merchants 
received Rs. 50,000 or Rs. 60,000, or whatever sum the annual amount 
of the investment was, they provided Rs. 10,000 or Rs. 20,000 worth 
(according to circumstances) more cloth than was ordered. However they 


* From Edward Bab r to the Hon'ble the President, &<•.. Members of the Controlling 
Committee of Commerce, dated Midnapore, the 11th January 1772. 

t From the Resident to Mr. Aldersey, Controller of Investments, dated Midnapore, the 20th 
October 1774. 

X From the Resident to Mr. Edward Stephenson, Chief, &c., Members of the Proriisciul 
Council, dfitcj Midnapore, tho lith March 177(3. 

§ From the Resident to Samuel Middleton, Esq., dated Midnapore, tho 20th Jane 1771. 

|| From Edward Baber to tho Hoifble John Cartier, President nud Governor, &c., Council, 
dated Midnapore, the loth March 1773 

*F Front Edward Baber to iho Hou’ble tho President and the ot the Members of the 
Controlling Committee of Commerce, dated Miduapore, the 1st May 1771. 
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not been able to clear the original balance, nor reduce it to a lower 
bum than it now is.” In September 1771 the Resident* * * § wrote finally 

** I beg leave to remark to you that there are some balances of a 
very old standing, and that it is requisite to make some small advances 
in order to collect them in * * * It is only by such little helps as these 
that the balances can be renewed. I am induced to hope that you 
will approve of their having been afforded. Whether I may" be 
permitted to continue. them, whilst I take care to have the amount of 
the advance doubled in return, you, gentlemen, will be pleased to 
determine.” 

In the same yearf it was resolved that for more speedy dispatch of 
business all dispatches of goods should be made immediately to the 
Controlling Committee of Commence instead of their going through 
the channel of the Board, as had heretofore been usual. " ° 

44 The year 1771J closed with the following letter 1 “ As we have 
reason to suppose an undue influence has been exerted in different parts 
of the country for the support of monopolies, and to the great detriment 
of that free commerce so essential to the welfare of everv country, we 
think proper now to remind you of the directions conveyed to you in 
our letter of the 14th March 1771, and to acquaint you that any 
persons who do not strictly adhere to them will incur our severest 
displeasure.” 

The following extract from a letter§ written by the Resident will 
illustrate the nature of a profitable investment, the kind of objections 
that the Directors in England thought proper to make on occasions, 
and the causes which operated to afford a basis for the dissatisfaction. 

“ Much stress is laid on the sameness of the cloths made here, and 
variety in the pattern is much recommended. I believe that the princi¬ 
pal cause of this complaint is a want of patterns to make the cloth by, 
as it is impossible, gentlemen, from verbal description to explain to 
the merchants what kind of colours purple, light blossom, chocolate, 
bright yellow, are; but if you will order patterns to be sent to me of the 
different sorts of cloths which you would have provided, I will venture 
to engage to make a greater variety than heretofore, if I am not able 
to make them entirely similar to the patterns. Mr. Guinaud reflects 
on the quality of the peniascoes and ginghams. Two causes may be 
assigned for the defection in these articles : the merchants complain, and 
I believe with justice, that the price of tusser, a species of silk of which 
the cloths are made, is enhanced of late years. In the time of Mr. Watts’ 
residence, about seven years ago, the peniascoes and giughams were 
greatly improved in their quaLity, but the price of the former was 
Rs. 6-12, and the latter Rs. 6. The Company complained of these prices; 
and ordered a reduction to be made. It was utterly out of the power 
of the merchants to oomply with the direction of the Company, and 


* F rom Edward Baber to the Honorable the President and the rest of the Membors of li <* 
Controlling C mmitloe . f Commerr *, d:\f od Midnnpnre, the 22nd Seprenibor 1771. 

t From John Cartier, S. Middleton, Claud Kussell, and John Ileed, to Mr. Edward Baber, 
cistc-d Fort Willinra, the 14th October 1771. 

X From John Cartier, S Middleton, John Hoed, Joseph Jekyll, P. M. Dacres. and Thoraus 
Lane, to Mr. Ed word Buher, dated Fort Willintn, the 27th December 1771. 

§ Ftom Edward Haber to the Hono>able the Pf«ndent and Members of the Controlling 
Committee' of Commerce, dated Midnaporo, the 24th April 1772. 
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afford to make cloth of superior quality to what they had ever been 
before for an inferior price, and they represented that if the Company 
would consent to take an inferior assortment they would abate their 
price. In consequence of this a muster of ginghams and peniascoes of 
an inferior quality was fixed on, and the prices of these were to be, 
for the former Es. 4-6, for the latter Es 5-12. These inferior assort¬ 
ments the merchants declare are at as low a price as they can afford, 
and that if the price of peniascoes is still to bo reduced—according to 
Mr. Guinaud’s restriction not to exceed Es. 5—the quality must still be 
reduced also. Mr. Guinaud observes that the sursukhey fine are too 
dear at Es. 10. and that if this sort of cloth could be made with white 
ground and yellow stripes it might increase the investment. There are 
two assortments of this article : first surtuikhiu fine, which are Es. 10-4 ; 
the other is only called sursuikkey, and prized at only Es. 9. Of either 
of these sortments, the Company may be supplied witli as many white 
ground as they please to order. Before I conclude perhaps you, gentle¬ 
men, may not deem it improper or foreign to the subject I have been 
employed on if I touch slightly on the nature of the tusser and the 
manner it is provided. The ginghams, nillaes, and peniascoes, are made 
of it. This is a species of silk produced from a worm which is found 
chiefly in the wildest parts of the jungles, and nourished from a tree 
which grows there, called the assna, in like manner as the silkworm is 
from tho mulberry plant. Like the silkworm, they spin and die; but 
the tusser is produced at two seasons of the year only—September and 
November, and not at several, as the silk is. The worm is nurtured by 
the inhabitants of these jungles, who are as wild and uncultivated as 
the woods they inhabit; and the merchants send agents at the^ two 
seasons of the year when the tusser is produced to purehasu it of 
these people. I have been induced to trouble you, gentlemen, with 
this short account, in order to show you that the provision of this article 
is attended with difficulty which others that are under your manu¬ 
factures are not liable to, and that the procuring^ materials produced 
in these wilds, under the management of their rude inhabitants, must 
be very precarious ” 

In January 1773 a representation* was made by the Eesident, in 
consequence of an expression of surprise on the part of the Comm it tec of 
Commerce at not having received any piece-goods from the Mulnapore 
factory, that as those who provided the investment were talookdars a* 
well as merchants, and as they had been detained at the presidency, 
together with the Eesident, for the settlement of the revenues above two 
months, the Eesident was prevented from seuding any portion of the 
investment to Calcutta: in fact, there was no one in Midnapore to 

send it. . . . _ _ 

In February 1778f the Eesident said“ The September bund of 
silk failed this year so much that universal complaints are made by 
the merchants of the scarcity and dearness of this article. I appre¬ 
hend therefore, gentlemen, that they will not be able to fulfil their 


• From Edward Bjibtu- to tho H-n’bh- tho President: &c., Members of tho Controlling 
' ’omnuttee of Commerco, dated Midnapore, the 6lh January 1773. 

t From Edward Haber to the Hon'blo the President, &c. f Members of tho Controlling 
Committee of Commerce, dated Midnapore, the 6th February 1773. 
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^agements for silk piece-goods. The tusser goods, I flatter myself, 
you °will find remarkably good this year, particularly those of the 

present dispatch.” . . , 

An extract* from the proceedings of a consultation which was 
held on the 12th April 1773 will not be uninteresting“ It is 
resolved, first, that all weavers and manufacturers shall in future have 
full liberty to work for whom they please, and shall on no pretence 
whatever be obliged to receive advances against their inclination, 
efther from the Company or from private merchants. It is intended, 
however, that they shall complete any engagements which they may 

have already made for this year. . , 

That we will receive proposals from all native merchants who 


<roods *(not amounting to less than Es 20,000) of the proper assort¬ 
ments for their investment, and to give satisfactory security for the 
performance of their engagements. 

“ That we will receive for ready money whatever goods of proper 
assortments may be tendered upon suitable terms. a. 

“ As our honourable masters, with a view to the *fftedom . of the 
trade and the welfare of the country, have thought proper to relinquish 
the influence of their authority in the provision of their investment, 
thov expect an equal attention from their servants. Whoever, there¬ 
fore, shall attempt, directly or indirectly, to force advances upon the 
weavers, &c., or make them enter into engagements against their 
will, or in any way exercise an undue influence over them, shall >e 
immediately suspended from the Company’s service; and if any Collector 
shall, upon their complaining to him,^neglect to give them proper redress, 
he shall be removed from bis station ” , 

Apparently deivanec duties used to be paid on bales of piece-goods 
belonging to the investment and dispatched to Calcutta.! 

hi November 1773* the many weighty and important avocations 
of the Board rendering it impossible for them to give that ofhcial 
attendance to the export warehouse which was required by the rules 
of the service, and some mode of general control having become indis¬ 
pensably necessary for enforcing the execution of the Company s ardors, 
and for superintending the various offices of investment, which they 
were of opinion would be more actively and diligently managed by a 
single person possessed of due authority, and more immediately respon¬ 
sible for the sucoess of that important branch of the Company s affairs, 
than by the Board at large or by a committee it was resolved 
that this charge be delegated with the full authority oi tke Board to 
Mr. Aldersey, with the title of Controller of the Investments. All 
letters on the subject of the investment were to be immediately deliver A 
to the Controller. He was to prepare all answers and orders relatm 0 


be willing to contract with the Company for any quantity of 


• Fitmcl of Consultation, the 18.h Ap.il 1773, bain* the wUT lIw" 

Hailing', William Alderney, i> M Paws. Janie. W , H Qnodwiu, and wun 

k Mein bora of the Committee of 
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were to be signed by the Board; not to be 
„ but on separate records to be kept by the 
Controller of all his transactions. He was authorized to correspond 
himself with, the chiefs of the different subordinate settlements on 
occasional matters that required dispatch and were not of sufficient 
importance for a reference to the President and Council. 

In February 1774* * * § a gomashta was to be sent to Midnapore under 
the direction of the Controller of the Investments, with particular instruc¬ 
tions to have the musters of piece-goods recommended by the Superin¬ 
tendent, Mr. Guinaud, kept up to. There had been a defection in this 
respect 

It might be stated,! as constituting matter of statistical import, that 
timbers were sold in 1772 for 11s. 8 each, chunam at Rs. 80 por maund, 
sand at Rs. 2 per 100 maunds, molasses at Rs. 2 por maund, hemp at 
Rs. 4, twine at Rs. 6; sawyers got Rs. 5 per mensem, bricks wore 
sold at Rs. 5 per 1,000, coolies got Rs. 3 por mensem, carpenters 
Rs. 3-8, masons Rs. 7, head carpenters Rs. 8, blacksmiths Rs. 3-8, head 
blacksmiths Rs. 8. 

In the hope that the information will not be considered quite out 
of place, here is given, for the sake of illustrating the extent of the 
Company’s trade and revenue returns, an account of the portions of the 
investment transmitted to Calcutta at various periods diming the course 
of the year 1771, also an account of the treasure remitted in the same 
way. On the 7th January! 103 bales of piece-goods were sent to the 
ilon’ble John Cartier, on the 24th March § 124 bales, on the 29th 
September)) 53 bales. On the 7th January^ 1771 one lakh of 
rupees was sent to Claud Russell, Esq., Collector-General. On the 
10th March** a bill on the Military Paymaster-General for current 
Rs. 13,700 was sent, and a lakh of rupees was promised in two days. 
On the 22nd Aprilff a bill on the Military Paymaster-Gener.d for current 
Rs. 14,000 was sent, and another for Rs. 12,000 on the 22nd May 
a third for Rs. 10,250 on the 19th June.£§ A lakh of rupees was sent on 
the 2 4th June,|||| another lakh on the 9th Augustlflf to the Controlling 


* From Warren Hastings, Mr. Ald^rsey, P. M. Dacres, Janies Lnwrell, H. Gaidvrim 
J Graham, W. Lambert, and Geo. Vunsittart, to Samuel Lewis, Esq., dated Frit William, the loth 
February 1774. 

t From Kdwnrd Bnber to tho lloa’ble Warren Hastings, President and Governor, 
Gentlemen of the C\ umil, dated Midnapore, the 86th Juno 1772. 

I From Edward Baber to the Hon’bL John Cartier, President and Governor, &c., Counei', 
dated Midnapore, the 7th January 1771. 

§ From Edward Baber to the Jfon’ble the President and the rest of the Members ot tho 
Controlling Committee of Revenue, dated Midnapore, the 24th March 1771. 

, From Edward Baber to Claud Kusscil, Esq., Collector-General, dated Mi'luupore, the 29th 
September 1771. 

From Edward Baber to Claud Russell, Esq., Collector-General, dated Midnapore, tho 7th 
January 1771- 

From Edward Baber to Claud Hutsell, Esq., Collector- General, dated Midimpore, tho liith 
March 1771. 

ft From Edward Baber to Claud Rusg oil, Esq., Collector*General, dated Midnapore, tho 22nd 
April 1771. 

.TJ From Edward Baber to Claud Russell. E*q., ColUctor-Genoral, dated Midnapore, the22nd 
May 1771. 

£§ From Edward Baber to Claud Russell, K?q , Collector-General, doled Midnapore, tho If’tU 
Juno 1771. 

|||| From Edward Baber to Claud Ruwoll, Esq., Collector General, dated Midnapore. the 2-f'h 
June 1771. 

From Edward Baber to the Ifon'Ida .Mm Cartier. Pr<\idrnt, Ac., Members " l the 
Controlling 

Committee of Revenue, dated Alidnaporu, the ‘Jth August 1771. 



lereto, which, if approved, 
entered on their proceedings. 
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Committee of Revenue. On the 17th August* two hills of exchange, 
one on the Military Paymaster-General for Rs. 10,400, and another on 
Mr. Charles Hampton for C. Rs. 1,388, the last being the sum 
supplied to Mr. Marriott at Balasore for the payment of the daks, were 
sent. On the 29th September! Rs. 1,56,000 were sent to the Commit¬ 
tee of Revenue; on the 5th October! a bill of exchange for Rs. 10,400 
on the Military Paymaster-General, and another on the same gentleman 
for current Rs. 10,700 on the 23rd November^ Also at the same 
time a bill on Mr. Hampton for Rs. 2,260. On the 5th December|| 
one lakh of sicca rupees was sent, and on the 18th December*! a bill of 
exchange on the Military Paymaster-General for Rs. 10,200. The total 
number of bales thus sent to Calcutta amounted to 280, and of rupees 
in cash and in bills to Rs. 6,51,298, throughout the year 1771. 


• From Edward Baber to Claud Russell, Esq., 
17th August 1771. 

f From Edward Baber to Claud Russell, Esq., 
29th September 1771. 

J From Edward Baber to Claud Russell, Esq., 
6th October 1771. 

§ From Edward Baber to Claud Russell, Esq., 
2drd November 1771. 

J| From Edward Baber to Claud Russell, Esq., 
6tb December 1771. 


Collector-General, dated 
Collector-General, dated 
Collector-Geiioral, dated 
Collector-General, dated 
Collector-General, dated 


From Edward Baber to Claud Russell, Esq., Colloctor-General, dated 
18 th December 1771. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 




SALT. 

Period 1764—74. 

From the earliest times down to the abolition of the monopoly the 
manufacture of salt for the Government of the Company engrossed so 
largely the attention of the officials, that these notes would be justly 
considered incomplete without some accoimt of the rise and progress 
of the transactions connected with the salt manufacture, and revenue 
accruing therefrom. Under this conviction it has been deemed expe¬ 
dient to reserve a separate chapter in these notes for salt. 

In June 1765,* an intention was disclosed by the Government in 
Calcutta to form a general plan for trade in the article of salt, and 
Mr. "Watts was required to state whether it would be agreeable to him 
to contract for the produce of his district, in which case he was to 
present his terms. In replyf he promised to submit a report on the 
stato of the salt-works in the district, and at the same time expressed 
vn intention to dispose of the salt produced in Midnapore by contracts. 

Tho following is a statement % of the salt-works that existed in July 
1765 in the chaklas of Midnapore and Jellasore. 


“ Pbbgunnahb. 

Khnlnris. 

Salt 

produced, 

By whom worked. 

Maytin&chara 

137 

12,000 

By Mr. Hugh Watts, at Ks. 51 per hundred mauuds. 

Dant iniutta. 

15 

1,500 

„ the talookdars. 

Birkul . 

262 

55,000 

„ Mr. Hugh Watts, at Kg. 30 per hundred maunds. 


288 

20,000 

„ Major Stibbert, 


60 

9,000 

„ Mr. Lane. 

Balaai . 

83* 

15,000 

„ » Hugh "Watts, at Ra. 43 per hundred mauuds. 


27 

3,000 

„ „ Johnstone. 


17 

2.000 

„ Sara Dutt. 

Mirgoda . 

118 

14,000 

„ Mr. Hugh Watts, at Rs. 36 per hundred raaund?. 

Kukraehar. 

14$ 

4,000 

,, „ ditto ditto ditto. 

Subang 

137* 

12,1 S3 

„ Tolookdar, Mr. Watts, at 51 Sonant rupees. 


187 

34,000 

„ Mr. Johnstone, at 62 ditto. 


1,336* 

1.81,683 



The 137| pans referred to above as situated in Sabang were in a 
talook Mr. Watts purchased of Mr. Steer’s executors for “the advantage 
of making of salt.” 


* From Clive, William B. Sumner, Ti. Vorelst, and IT. 8jke9, to Hugh V> r.tts, Ef.j, dated 
Fort William, Select Committee, the 22nd June 1705. 

f From the Resident to the Right Hnn’ble Robert. Lord Olire, President and Goverfaor, 4c., 
Members of the Select Committer?, dated Midnapore, the 27th Juuo 1705. 

X From tho Resident to tho Right Hm’ble Robort Lord Clive, President and Oovoru. >r, 4c., 
Members of the Select Committee, dated Midnapore bo 16ih August 1705. 
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'“'It appears* that merchants came from tho wostward in the dry 
months and purchased salt in Midnapore, principally at Auandpur, 
on the boundary between Midnapore and Burdwan, for the salt was 
lodged in golahs there after being brought from the khalaris in Mayana- 
chara, Sabang, and Dantamutfca. The quantity was liable to fluctu¬ 
ation, but about 70,000 or 80,000 maunds might bo said to bo sold 
yearly in the province of the produce of the salt khalaris in tho 
Midnapore chakla. 

In September 17G5f Mr. Hugh Watts contracted to deliver under 
certain conditions at Anandpur golahs 80,000 maunds, and* at 
Calcutta 1,20,000. 

In March. 1766$ it was ordered that no commission was to be 
drawn on the sales of the salt. Persons who purchased and asked for a 
duntuck with the salt would get it on application being made by 
Mr. Graham for them. All now salt imported into the Midnapore 
district was to be seized by Mr. Graham and delivered to the Society at 
the pries the Government had agreed to pay for the salt to be received 
at Anandpur. 

On the 16thMarck§ Mr. Graham wrote to the Committee of Trade 
saying there was no prospect of disposing of the Committee’s salt at 
Anandpur at the rate of Es. 2 per maund of 80 sicca weight. “ Up- 
country merchants did not come; they had left off coming personally since 
Mr. Burdett’s residence, having received some disgust during it, but they 
waited in some of the adjacent districts for the salt being brought to 
them. They were not heard of in 1766. The merchants of the country 
had been for the last three years the only purchasers of salt, arid they 
declared that they dared not venture? to buy at such an enhanced price 
until their advices from tho up-country merchants of the stato of the 
markets above should afford them a prospect of profiting by their 
purchases.” Mr. Graham said that he was apt to conclude, therefore, 
that exclusive of what might be wanted for the consumption of tho 
provinces, perhaps 10,000 or 12,000 maunds, it would not be possible to 
effect any considerable sales till after the rains. Golahs at the Society’s 
expense bad been erected at Anandpur, and salt used to ho conveyed 
there from tho khalaris. A gomashta and a suitable establishment were 
entertained at that place. 

Later in the mouthy Mr. Graham again wrote to tho Committee of 
Trade iu these words “I have received a letter from Mr. Marriott at 
Balasore advising mo that a number of beparees , with about 2,000 
head of carriage-bullocks, are come down to Busta, a village in the 
Mahratta districts adjoining to the province of Jellasore, with an inten- 
teii 11 on to purchase and carry away a quantity of salt, and desiring 
that I would interpose to prevent this injury to the Society’s trade. 
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^ have it not in my power to exercise force in the Mahratta territories 
I have been able to aiford Mr. Marriott no further assistance than by 
writing letters to the Balasore foujdar and the Chief, at Cuttack, 
explaining the nature of the Society’s privileges and desiring they will 
not countenance this illicit infringement of them. I do not. apprehend, 
however, that my endeavours will have the desired effect, and I therefore 
thought proper to advise you of the circumstance, that you may take* 
what further means you think necessary to put an effectual stop to 
this practice. It is not the quantity of salt they can carry away that 
is to be regarded (although it is very possible it may affect my sales 
at Anandpur), but the example which it sets for despising, and 
undervaluing the Society’s exclusive grants, and thereby prejudicing 
the success of the general scheme.” 

In reply* to tho Resident’s communications Messrs. Yorelst and 
Watts said,—“ We cannot think of lowering the price we have fixed for 
the sale of our salt at Anandpur, as we are of opinion that the salt trade 
from that place towards Patna proves greatly detrimental to tho markets 
in those parts ; and if the merchants could purchase it at a less price 
than what has already been settled by us, they would have it in their 
power to undersell us at tho markets near Patna, as they can carry it 
up at a much less expense than wo possibly can. By this you will 
perceive that our intention is, where the markets are supplied both by 
us and the merchants, to keep a poise in both/’ 

In this year it was decidedf that the khalaris belonging to 
Major Stibbert and Mr. Hare should be worked for the remainder 
of the season on aocount of the Society, and that the salt that was 
made at them during the season should be delivered to Mr. Graham. 
Accordingly the agent of these gentlemen delivered over the Lamprxe* 
khalaris. Mr. Graham§ said:—“As Messrs. Stibbert and Hare had 
put a stop to the boiling some time before I received your order, 
by tho time it arrived I found almost all tho molungces had gone 
and engaged themselves at the works iu tho Mahratta distiicts. 
I have now employed people to bring them back and renew tho 
boiling; but as ' it will be attended with a* good deal of trouble 
and potty charges, I would beg leave to propose the delivering too 
whole produce of these khalaris to the Society at Calcutta on the 
same terms with the salt produced at Birkul, instead of receiving 
what is now ready, and working the remainder of the season on accovin 
of the Society. If this proposal is agreeable to you, I shall receive 
the little profit which acorues as a compensation for my trouble, ana 
tho Committee will be relieved from tho perplexity and inconvenience 

of ad rusting amounts with gomashtas. , . , . 

“The beparees who wore at Busta camo thither by some roads 
which lie through the jungles to tho westward of this province, 


• From Messrs- H. Verolsfc and H. Watts to Mr. John Graham, dated Fort William, thu 2ud 

Aprtj 1,0* H verdat and H. Watts to Mr. John Graham, dated Fort Willing, tho lHb 

Aprl l l Snm means Nrfri, a vdlage in the Balaiore district, diltrt to mjlw from 

th, L hSvo Of tho Subnrnrekha, 10 miles from tho D. V. W. mspv non bungalow 

,U to W. B. Sumner, B*,, Mcmbm of tho Committu- Ac.cUl, \ 

JJanLuu, the 2dlh April 
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Burdwan, &o., of which I am unable to obtain any exact account. 
If the Mahrattas furnish them with salt, they will return by the 6ame 
route. However, I am endeavouring to engage them either to come 
and purchase at Anandpur or to quit the country.” In reply* 
Mr. Graham was informed that his offers were accepted with regard to 
his working Messrs. Stibbert and Hare's khalaris, and the amount 
that had been advanced by those gentlemen should be accounted for 
with them. The beparees at Busta were to be informed that a strict 
watch would be kept on them to find out to what markot they carried 
any new salt they purchased in the Mahratta district, and that"they 
would be prevented from underselling the Company in their own districts 
by a heavy duty being laid on all salt that w r as exposed to sale which 
had not been bought of the Society. In accordance with his instruc¬ 
tion Mr. Grahamf accounted with the proprietors of the khalaris for 
the advances which they had made to the molungees, and ho proceeded 
to continue the boiling. 

About this time 15,000 maunds of salt wero sold at An and pm* 
at the rate of 2 rupees per maund. In May* there were required to 
bo exported to “Nawabgauj 20,000 maunds of salt; to Garagolah 
20,000 maunds; to Jamalganj, near Rungpore, 2,00,000 maunds; to 
Sundeah, near Dinagepore, 2,00,000 maunds; to Durbhunga 1,00,000 
maunds ; to Bajabaharry 30,000 hiaunds ; to Calcutta 30,000 maunds; 
to Gattal and Kanchannagar 2,00,000 maunds; to Patna 40,000 
maunds; to Chilmari 1,00,000 maunds; to Ranabahony 2,00,000 
maunds; to Anandpur 80,000 maunds; to Gaulparah 1,00,000 maunds.” 
The exportation was with a view that every country merchant should 
have ail equal share of tho trade after the salt had been landed at the 
aforementioned markets. All Europeans were to be excluded, and 
proposals wero to be received from country merchants only for the 
bale of the salt to be delivered as described above. No larger quantity 
of salt was to be sent up till the next season. Whatever proposals 
were accepted, payments were to be made as the salt was weighed oil. 

To§ the end of May 21,000 maunds of salt were sold at the 
Society's golahs at Anandpur. Golahs for the reception of 80,000 
maunds had been ereoted there. , , 

In June!! the sales of salt at Anandpur were forbidden by the 
Committee of Trade, apparently because they had disposed of the 
whole quantity of salt they had remaining there to 111© countrv 
merchants. 1IAt this time there were khalaris in Sabang, lfirkul, 
Half ai; besides those called the “ Lamprie ” khalaris. 


* From Messrs. W. I!. Sumner, H. Verelst, and H. Watts, to Mr. John Graham, dated 'or 
WiUinm, tho 3rd May 1700. „ , . , Jt c , P •«_ m*.., 

t From Mr Graham to William B. Sumner, Esq., Jlombers of the Committee of ' ratio, ■ 



y From Mr. Grahnm to William !i. Sumner, FI 1 ■, &c. : M*. 
dated Midnaport*, tho 7th duly 1766. 
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In August* * * § Mr. Graham was asked what proposals ho could make 
with regal'd to the contract to supply the salt of the next season, as a 
preference was to be given to the factories adjacent to the districts 
where the salt was made. The Committee hoped, from the experience 
Air. Graham had had in this branch, that his conditions would be more 
reasonable than those of the last season. It was accordingly published*}* 
at the Midnapore factory that the Company were ready to receive 
proposals for contracting for the ensuing year’s salt to be made in 
t he Midnapore province. Mr. Graham reported that the accounts of 
the last year’s boiling had not yet been adjusted with flie zemindars 
and molungees ; but as soon as they were, Mr. Graham would take 
the liberty to transmit such conditions as he might find it in his 
power to offer for carrying on the business in the ensuing season. 

Finally:}: he said : —“ I am sorry to find it is not in my power 
to tender you more reasonable terms than those of last contract for 
carrying on the salt business of this province in the ensuiug season. 
The contracting prices with the zemindars and molungees are so much 
eubanced by the heavy expense of land carriage from the khalaris to 
Anandpur golas, the boat hire from Birkul, &o., to Calcutta, and 
the precariousness of that passage, as to leave, I may safely say, but 
a very moderate equivalent for the trouble and risk of the contractor 
with the Society. On the same terms, however, I am willing to under- 
hike the business of the ensuing year, and agreeably thereto to deliver 
ns follows:—At Anandpur golahs 70,000 maunds; at Calcutta from 
Birkul, Balaai, 1,30,000 maunds; and from Lamprie khalaris 20,000 
maunds : in all 2,*^0,000 maunds.” 

In September§ Mr. Graham's offer to undertake the provision of 
the ensuing year’s salt on the same terms as last season was accepted. 
The salt produced in the pergunnahs of Mayauachara, Sabang, and Dan- 
tamutta, was to be delivered at Anandpur into the Society’s golahs 
at the rate of Sonat Iis. 86 per 100 maund3. The salt produced iu 
the pergunnahs of Birkul, Balsai, Mirgoda, Kakrachar, and at Nafri, 
was to be delivered into the Society’s golahs at Calcutta at the rate of 
Sonat Its. 83 per 100 maunds. The whole delivery, both at Anandpur 
and Calcutta, was to be completed by the 31st August 1767. The salt 
was to be as pure as it was collected from tho pans. Mr. Graham was 
to have no claims whatever to balances or bad debts either from the 
Society or molungees, but should, at the expiration of his contract, engage 
to deliver in a list of such balances and bad debts to the committee 
that the Society might reap the full benefit thereof in preserving their 
authority over the molungees who were to continue their work. The 
committee would make advances in three equal payments: the first to 
be completed within the month of October, the second within the 
month of December, and the third within the month of February, 


* From Messrs. W B. Sumner, H. VereluL, and It. Marriott, to Mr. J;*hn Or.Uuan, di\tcd Fort 
William, the 11th August I7C6 

f* From the Resident to William B. Sumner, Esq., &c., Membesa of the Committee >3f Trade, 
dated Midnapore, the 17th August 1766. 

X From tho Resident to William B. Sumner, Esq., &c., Members of tho Committee of Trade, 
dated Midnapore, tho 22nd August 1766. 

§ Fsom Messrs. W, B. Sumner, H. Verelil, It. Marri ft, Claud Russell, and Charles FI yer, 
to Mr. John Grab .on, dated Fort William, the 12 lb September 1766. 
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ould any part thereof remain due after the time for the delivery of 
the salt had elapsed, Mr. Graham was to allow the Society an interest 
on the same after the rate of 10 per cent, per annum, to be calculated 
according to the periods of the advances. Mr. Graham was not to be 
bound by any penalty for the delivery of a certain quantity, but he 
was to deliver to the committee all the salt that should be made in the 
before-mentioned districts, and he was to sell none to any other 
person whatever. 

In this year the Government wrote* to Mr. Graham thus'“ The 
privilege of granting dmtucks we have determined to confine to- the 
President and the Chiefs of the subordinate settlements. You must 
therefore apply to the President for whatever dustucks you may have 
occasion for, which we do not see is liable to any inconvenience, as it 
cannot be attended with a delay of more than two or three days.” 

In April 1767 the Resident, Mr. Yansittart, was directed to take 
charge of the Society’s salt as soon as it was transported to Anandpur 
by the contractor, but the Government saidf :—“ As wo imagine its 
being immediately disposed of might interfere with our sales at Patna, 
as the beparecs carry it through the jungles into the Behar province, wo 
must request you will wait our further orders before you make any 
sales except for the supply of the Midnapore and Jellasore provinces. 
The quantity that you dispose of for the consumption of those parts, 
you will please to receive the bazar price for.” Subsequently it was 
directed:}: that if the Resident found that it would not be possible to 
prevent the beparees who traded towards Patna getting salt in a 
clandestine manner, he should supply them with that article from the 
Society’s golahs at Anandpur. 

In June attempts§ were made to stop the salt merchants from 
going into the Mahratta country: many of them pretended to go to 
Anandpur, and followed the road loading there, but afterwards tooiv 
an opportunity of moving away to the other country. The most 
efficient manner of stopping them was, on their return, by seising 
their salt, provided perwannahs were granted to those merchants who 
who penned through the jungles and bought their salt, from the 
Company, signifying that they did so. Since the jungle zemindars had 
stopped any from going through their country, most of the Patna salt 
merc hants passed to the Mahratta country without the bounds of tho 
Midnapore district, by tho country of Patkum and Singbhoora, which 
.t within the limits of either of the two provinces. However, 

not altogether unsuccessful,|| for in 
salt traders’ bullocks laden with salt 
of Jagannath J>hal, zemindar of 


were no 

the action of the zemindars was 
tho same month 200 Mahratta 
were stopped owing to tho fidelity 
Gbatsila, who by no means would allow 


JDhal, 

them to pass through his 


* I'tom Clin'. W . B. Sumner, H. VereK R. M«nM« U. 0 W. 

Tl'om.iu Kciwftll, a Oil ChmvlfH to Mr. John Graham, anted Fort William, tins llth 

°f I' .Y.m John Curlier, Hand Unroll, Tbomw KoNall.and Chart™ Kloyer, to Mr. John 

Vnnmttart, datH Kurt William, Ok* Sth Ajiril !7t»'/. r v . 

t From M. sr3 . John C.iu. r, Claud Kussoll, aiul Charles Hoyar, to Mr. Gooigu Vaiihil.au. 

Fort Willi.im, the Qth M ty J7C7. . T 

S From J Fcr^usson to CM.*'. V iu .ittart, E«q.. dat 1 C J. rampur, th«* 1 • 11 ! ' • 

|| Fro:. J. Forgtuwon to GfO, Vausittart, l'.oq., d.trd In. wan.|m», »la /Hi *» 
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iountry; they were obliged therefore to attempt the Balarampur road, 
and were stopped by the Jhatibunni zemindar’s people. And later on 
a great many more bullocks laden with salt were taken. 

Mr. Fergusson,* in describing the seizure, said :—“ I wrote you 
“ some time ago that I had taken several of the salt-smugglers, I have 
“‘also since taken several, the whole may amount to between four and 
“ six hundred bullocks, for the greater part of these were a good deal 
“ stunned to find us so well acquainted with price of this counterband 
“ salt, though they took pains to represent it much more. However, on 
“ the proposal of Rs. 160 per 100 maunds being made, most of them give 
“ up their salt at the 50 without hesitation, requesting that they might 
“ be allowed the hasil, &c., which was taken from them on the road. 
“ This .occasioned a new inquiry, and I found that the generality of the 
“ zemindars did not pay the due regard to the salt perwannahs sent them, 
“ and that some were led into this by the connivance of Balarampur 
“ Tanedar, who instructed the beparees to say that the salt was mine. 
“ This produced a scrutiny into the Tanedar’s conduct, by which it 
“ appeared that he had encouraged and made a perquisite of the trade 
“ during his whole residence here, for which I immediately dismissed 
“ him. Likewise, in order to secure the zemindars from being guilty 
“ of conniving at the escape of these people, I have taken a written 
“ promise from them that they will pay Rs. 15 for every bullock loaded 
“ with salt that escapes their vigilance, as also for every bullock whioh 
“ is loaded with salt within the Company’s pergunnahs in their charge ; 
“this last being intended against the Moharbhanj Rajah. I also, for 
“ security’s sake, have placod peons at avenues where they will be aptly 
“ and easily stopped. For this service there will be five peons necessary, 
“ independent of the revenue ones according to your former order. 
“ All these beparees are either residents of this jungle itself or of 
“ Bishnupur.” 

Inf another quarter also seizures of contraband salt were made. 
Two thousand maunds of salt were seized in Calcutta, which were said 
to have been imported from the Mayanaohara Raja’s districts. A further 
quantity was reported to bo loading in order to be smuggled away. 

It appears proper to give in this place an extraetj from tho 
Hon’ble Company’s general letter dated 20th November 1767 “ F° r 

this purpose we direct that the salt trade be laid open to the natives in 
general under the following regulations:—That all the khalaris or salt¬ 
pans within the Company’s jurisdiction in the Calcutta pergunnahs and 
Company’s lands, and the provinces of Burdwan, Midnapore, and 
Chittagong, be put up to public sale at their respective capitals and 
sold to the best bidder, five khalaris in each lot, and that no person be 
allowed to take more than thirty lots, whioh we judge will enable him 
to r*tuko about 45,000 or 50,G00*bazaar maunds of salt in the year ; 
and that two months’ notice be giveu all over tho country before tho 
sale begins, and all Europeans are hereby expressly prohibited from 
being bidders at such sales or bolding any of the salt-works in their 


* From J. Ferjcusson to Geo. Vlmsittnrfc, dat n d Bslarampm', tho Int July 1767- 
t From JaiAm Lawroll to Goo. Vanaiitnrr, Eg 4 .. <hcod Calcutta, tho 22nd January 1748. 

X Enclosure to a letter from Edward Babor to Kjchatd Becber, Collector-General, dated 
f'ort Willinta, the lltli Augunt 17$H. 

24 
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,.onds, either directly or indirectly.” However, to the carrying out of 
these orders a persistent opposition was made. It was stated* * * § by the 
Resident:—“ I pxpect that many petitions will be presented to me by the 
zemindars in consequence of these orders. The khalaris are included 
in their sunnuds, and they have been used to look upon them as their 
own property. I believe there are some of them to whom it will be 
found necessary either to grant some equivalent or allow a deduction 
in their rents. "However, it will be time enough to settle this matter at 
at the next tushkis.” In some measure to obviate the complaints 
that would undoubtedly be made by the zemindar, it was proposed! 
that no one should be allowed to contract for above a limited 
quantity, and that the contractor should engage to carry the salt 
to one of the public markets which had been fixed upon. TheJ 
zemindars directly urged that the khalaris—some of which yielded 
200 maunds and upwards, some between 200 and 150 maunds, 
while others less than 150 maunds—formed a part of their zemin- 
daries, were included in their sunnuds, and had ever been considered 
as their own property, and that it was merely by the profits thereof 
that they were enabled to pay the Company’s malgoozaris; that 
considerable quantities of salt were due from them to different mer¬ 
chants, and large sums of money had been lent them upon the credit 
of their khalaris ; and that if their khalaris were now taken away from 
them it would he totally out of their power either to pay their revenue, 
fulfil their contracts, or satisfy their creditors. The same people being 
ryots of the zemindars and employed in the business of cultivation, 
as well as that of making salt, many disputes would probably arise 
< ruing them between the zemindars and the purchasers ot the 
khalaris. They eventually succeeded? in bringing home their objections, 
for the “ outcry ” of the salt khalaris was deferred by orders|| passed m 
October 1768, and eventually abandoned altogether. 

In October 17681i certain new regulations to be observed in the salt 
trade were promulgated. The Government said “ As the salt made last 
year ie now moving from the churs, and no duty hath yet been established 
on it, nor any regulations made regardingthe disposal of it, ^ 

“ The Board are of opinion that previous to their resolutions 
on the Committee’s letter this circumstance should be first attended 
to, and the same having been maturely considered— 

“ Agreed that wo write to the Resident at the Durbar to recoin- 
mend to' the Ministers to issue their orders for putting in execution 
the regulations we propose with regard to the disposal of this salt, 

and which are as follows:— „ ^ 

“ Thai a duty on it of 30 sicca rupees per 100 maunds ho eoLlectea 
at Hooghly and Rajaharry, and that the Government officers 


* From the Resident to Richard Becher, Esq., dated Midnapore, the 22nd augurf1^®. 

t K.on iho Resident to Richard Bucher, Esq., dated Midnapore, thegtod A 

t From the K.*idi,nt to Richard Be- her, Er<j., (K • d . Isdnf poro. tho oOth * *R ' ; ] { 

§ From Richard Becher, Collector-General, to Geo. Vausitturr, Esq., dated Uku , 

0CU> |f r From 8 'the Resident to Richard Becher, Esq., Collector-General, dated Midnapore, l«ih 
0e "f"St from Fort William C<m»lt,tion, 7tb 

fr on Richard Bi due. Collector-General, to Geo. Vaiwit-t 1* •; dated Calculi a, u*ouo. 
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the receipt 

thereof, specifying the quantity of salt, the person it belongs to, and 
the amount of duties collected, which shall then pass to the different 
marts it may be intended for free of every other duty, and that 
this duty be collected as the salt is brought to either of the first- 
named places by those who import it. 

“ That the strictest orders b§ given to all other chokies not to 
collect any further duty or toll on any salt for which such 
perwannahs shall be produced ; and to prevent any smuggling, all 
salt attempted to be passed without such perwannah shall be confiscated. 

“ That the most public notice be issued in all parts that after 
the payment of the above duty no other shall .be collected under 
pain of the severest punishment: and 

“ In order that the intention of these regulations, which are meant 
solely for the use and convenience of the natives, may not be frustrated— 

“ Agreed that we recommend to the Resident at the Durbar that 
at the same time he proposes them to the Ministers, he will also most 
earnestly recommeud to them to prevent as much as possible a mono¬ 
poly at any of the markets. 

“ As there are frequently means found by individuals to convey 
salt out of the provinces of Midnapore and Burdwan over the hills 
into Bohar, and in order to prevent this practice— 

“ Agreed that the Collector-General bo desired to write to the 
Rajah of Burdwan and Resident to grant perwannahs for all salt that 
may be sent through that district on the persons to whom it belongs 
paying the stipulated duty of 30 sicca rupees per 100 inaundr’, and 
to give public notice that all salt which may or shall be foiling with¬ 
out these perwannahs shall be confiscated ; that the Collector-General 
be further desired to issue these regulations to the Resident at 
Midnapore, that the like precautions may be taken in his district, and 
to transmit them also to Chittagong. 

“ Agreed also that we acquaint the Chief of Patna with these 
regulations, and desire that he will request the officers of the Govern¬ 
ment there to take such measures as will most effectually prevent 
any salt being brought into the province of Behar in a clandestine 
manner, and to seize and confiscate whatever quantity may by any 
means be conveyed into the province without those perwannahs a id 
that it be particulaidy mentioned to the Resident at the Durbar, tho 
Collector-General, and Chief of Patna, that these restrictions are meant 
only for the salt that was made last season, and not that belonging 
to the Committee of Trade, which wall always bo distinguished by 
its having had a dustuck . 

“ The Board then proceeded to take into mature consideration 
the orders and directions of the Hon ble tho Court of Director- con¬ 
tained in their letter of the 20th November 1767, regarding the salt 
business, and it is their unanimous opinion that the khalaris in these 
districts should not be put up to sale—an opinion that they are the 
more inclined to from the consideration that though 1 , they cannot 
act up to the literal orders ol the Court of Directors without an evident 
disadvantage to the Company, yet that they shall not deviate from 
tho spirit and meaning of them, and that by the regulations they 
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employed in the collection of this duty grant perwannahs on 





^nbvr propose for carrying on the salt trade, they shall be enabled to 
put it on as equitable and just a footing as the Court of Directors 
have proposed without subjecting them to the inconveniences that 
they have hero pointed out, and these regulations are — 

44 That every zemindar or landholder whose churs or khalaris are 
granted to him by sunnud, and also all farmers on lease, shall continue 
to enjoy the benefit of working the#n, but they shall be restricted by 
bond and penalty not to dispose of a larger quantity than maunds 
to any one purchaser ; they are to keep an account of every sale, which 
must be weekly transmitted to the sudder or head cutcheries of Burdwan, 
Midnapore, and Chittagong, there to be recorded and reference made 
on any scrutiny which may be deemed necessary in regard to persons, 
quantity, or price, which may serve to prevent monopolies. 

“That an entire freedom be granted to all other merchants, 
natives of the country, of the castes of Moors or Gentoos, for renting and 
working all other khalaris 'whatever, provided no one person, directly or 
indirectly, makes a larger quantity than maunds 50,000. The restricting 
in quantity we deem more consonant to the wishes of our masters than 
in khalaris, they being of such different sizes as to yield from 100 to 
300 maunds each ; and in order to encourage the molunghis to their 
duty, to diffuse amongst the merchants this liberty, and to prevent 
confusion or disputes one with another, every merchant himself must 
engage in his service the molunghis, whom he must bring to the nearest 
public eutcherry to be examined whether they are free from all other 
engagements ; and it is voluntarily that they themselves enter into hia 
service, when their names and residence must be registered, with the 
name and residence of the merchant to whom they engage, which 
engagement is to last for one year only; and the zemindar of each 
district is directed to lend every assistance to secure to such merchant 
the attentive service of such molunghis, and, again, to see that the 
merchant strictly conforms to his engagements with the molunghis; 
and in case any one merchant should seduce, or attempt to seduce, any 
molunghi from another merchant, he shall be fined as the case may 
merit. The molunghis thu9 engaged for one year shall not he liable, 
after the expiration of that year, to be called upon for further services 
by the merchant, unlesB voluntarily, and for no balances whatever after 
the expiration of the approaching season. But in consideration of the 
very heavy balances due from the molunghis to the merchants on 
account of the last year’s advances, they are to have the preference of 
the molunghis’ services for this season. The above register of merchants 
and molunghis to be sent weekly to the general head cutcheries in order 
that publio license may be granted to the merchants for entertaining 
the molunghis registered. The officer of each district is also to keep an 
account of all salt made therein, and by whom, and to send the same 
to the head ouiohery, there to be recorded weekly; and it is strictly 
recommended, to prevent as much as possible any one family or 
set of merchants combining together or in any shape establishing 
a monopoly. 

“ No salt to be removed from any chirrs without a rowannah from 
the Eesident or Colicctor-General specifying the proprietors’ names of 
such salt, the quantity, and number of boats on which it is transported 
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by water ; if by land, the number of bullocks, and bj’ whatever means 
else it is transported. 

“ That weekly returns of the rowannahs granted by the Collector- 
General shall be transmitted to and enterod by him in a general 
register, and that peons shall be sent with the rowannahs, as at present, 
with the dustucks and registers kept of the arrival of salt at the 
different markets in the Company’s lands, to be transmitted weekly to 
the Collector to be entered in his register. 

“If any boats are found smuggling salt, the same be confiscated 
to the Government, boat and salt; any boat having salt on board hoist¬ 
ing English colours, pretending to an English dustuck, or having more 
salt on board than specified in the rowannah, shall be liable to confis¬ 
cation together with the cargo, and the Nabob’s ministers will seize the 
same as forfeited to the Government. 

“ That all salt produced at Ingellee, Absadaul, &c., districts, and the 
Company’s lands, shall be carried to and landed at Bally Creek, which 
is found upon a survey by Mr. Rennell to be a very proper plaoe; 
that all salt produced to the eastward shall be brought to Rajabaharry, 
which hath also been reported to us very proper for lodging the salt at. 

“ That the sum of 30 sicca rupees per 100 maunds shall bo the 
duty to be collected from the importer on all salt brought to Bally 
Creek or Rajabaharry in order to secure to the Company the stipulated 
revenue of Rs. 81,00,000, which upon a calculation this duty will afford, 
even should the season prove unfavourable for manufacturing salt. 

“ The Board agree in opinion with the committee that the price of 

salt at these two places should not exceed more than HO sicca rupees 

per 100 maunds. But, as we have resolved, the duty of 30 sicca rupees 
per 100 maunds shall be levied from the importer, and not the purchaser. 

“ That the prico of salt shall be fixed at 140 sicca rupees per 100 
maunds. 

“Agreed that we transmit a copy of those regulations for the last 
as well as the ensuing season to the ^Resident at the Durbar, and desire 
him to recommend to the Ministers to adopt and follow the same. ’ 

A considerable quantity of salt was usually conveyed* every year 
from the M:ahratta districts through the western parts of Midnapore 
into the Behar province. Inquiries were made whether this salt was 
to pass duty free, or whether the duty of 30 rupees per 100 maunds was 
to be collected upon it. In the Midnapore chakla there were ofheors 
belonging to Ilooghly who collected a duty of about 3 rupees pei 
100 maunds upon all the salt which passed through the country. It waa 
asked whether this duty was to be paid henceforth, or whether those 
offioers were to be removed? Inquiries whether the salt tiunspoitocl 
from the khalaris (always under perwannah) to Calcutta was to proceed 
duty free, or whether the usual customs were to be levied on it at the 
several ehaukis in Burdwan, in the Calcutta lands, in the Ilooghly and 
the Hijli districts, were also made, it was orderodf that immediate 
notice should be given that all salt brought into or conveyed through 


* From (ho Re i dent to Richard Bechet, Faq., Collector-General, dated Midnapore, tho 
t* From Richard Becher to Geo. Vausifctarfc, fisq.i dated Calcutta, tbc 4th Rovexubei 1703- 
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^RV'AOHy part of the Midnapore province, either from the Mahratta districts 
or elsewhere, would be subjected to the duty of 30 rupees (sicca) per 100 
maunds. On payment of this stipulated duty perwannahs were to be 
granted exempting it from all other duties. Any salt found without such 
perwannahs was to be confiscated. Respecting salt produced within the 
Company’s districts, the perwannah to be given with it freed it from all 
duty except what should be requifed at the established marts. 

A third place,* called Kalmabandi, for collecting the established duty 
on salt in the same manner as at Bally Creek and Rajabaharry, was fixed 
upon. The restriction which obliged the proprietors of salt to Bring 
all that was made about the districts of Hijli to Bally Creek was taken 
off. The liberty was granted them of carrying it to any of the 
established markets that might best suit their interest or convenience. 

Dustucks f used to be given for transporting salt into the Behar 
province after the payment of the established duty, and perwannahs 
also for the removal of salt from the khalaris. Lists of these were 
transmitted to the Collector-General. But* there were so many differ¬ 
ent roads into the Behar province, as well to the westward of the jungles 
as through them, that the salt merchants from the Mahratta districts 
could easily find their -way thither without paying the duty of 3 sicca 
rupees per 10 maunds, in spite of any endeavour Mr. Yansittart might 
use to prevent them. The putting a stop to the illicit trade must 
depend, it was said, upon the officers in those districts keeping a very 
good look-out after whatever salt might be brought there without being 
furnished with proper dustucks. Mr. Alexander, the Collector-General, 
su^gested§ the confiscation of the salt transported from the Mahratta 
districts not furnished with proper dustucks on its arrival in the Behar 
province. 

The Board were of opinion|| that no further duty than the 30 
per cent, should be collected on salt, and they further approved of the 
proposal to collect the duty on the granting of the perwannahs for the 
removal of the salt from the ohurs, in the same manner as was done by 
the native Government. If the salt made on the Company’s lands was 
allowed to be removed from the churs before the duties were collected, 
it was apprehended that it would bo impossible to prevent considerable 
quantities being smuggled, and the Company deprived of their 
revenues. 

In January 1770K the Resident wrote that the restrictions in the 
way deterred every one from attempting to transport any salt to 
Calcutta, and consequently the Company would lose their duty this 
c eason ; but Mr. Yansittart resolved to collect the 30 per cent, at the 


* From Edward Babor fco Richard Becher, Esq., Collector-General, dated Port William, the 
Novemhnr 17H8. , . 

f From Edward Bnber to Jau.es Alexander, Esq.. Collector-Geueral, dated Miduapore, tho 
24th .Tunuary 17(39. . ..... .1 

X From the Resident to Juror* Alexander, F.:q., Collector-General, dated Midnapore, die 
1st April 1700. _ 

S From Jam :; Alexander, Collector-General, to Geo. Vanaittart, E.*q.. dated Calcutta, tno utn 

AP "|| Extract from Consultation, tbe kt Aogwt 1760, Iwing enclosure t-> a JeO-ir tom Cl»tw 
Riifwdi, C'fdloctor-Oenernl, to Geo. Van sitter?, E?q», No. 30, dated Sdvd January 1770. 

«r prom the Resident to Claud Russell, Esq., Collector-General, dakei Midnapore, the 2brd 
January 1770. 
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alaris, and to grant dust neks specifying that he had so done. Orders 
were solicited that salt furnished with these dus tucks should not he 

obstructed at any of the chaukis. , , T 

The duty* of 30 per cent, on salt was levied from the 1st January 
1770. The amount of this duty collected in Midnapore and Jellasore 
up to October of the year 1770, and which had been accounted for m the 
Company’s treasury, was, for maunds 29,285, Company s rupees 
10,191-3.t It was Rs. 16,453 for the whole year-. 

There were khalaris, capable of being worked in devuttar, and 
similar kinds of laud, and also throughout the several pergunnahs of 
the Midnapore and Jellasore provinces In devuttar, «*•» 
there were 18-V khalaris, such as might probab y yie 
200 and upwards in the year, and five such as might yield ^tween 
200 and 150, all of which were situated in Sabang, Mayanacliai, 
Birkul, and Mirgoda. Throughout the several pergunnahs of the 
Midnapore and Jellasore provmces, that is in Sabang, Mayanacliar, 
Balsai, Kakrachar, Birkul, Mirgoda, there wore _ ^ha. 

producing maunds 200 and upwards, 431+fr producing between 200 
and 150, and 20914 producing less tlmn 150 maunds total^ UK 

the greatest number of khalaris being in where rt was 55^ 

and the next greatest in Sabang, where it was 2/4^. ^not quite 

clear why two different statements are given m the records- one of the 
khalaris on revenue-free lands, and the other ot those on revenue pay¬ 
ing lands. But as it was probable that the propnetors of he O rmcr 
lauds got rents'from Government or the contractors the veail v 

their lands, and those of the latter mere y a deduobon tom the ye^y 

jumma they paid into the treasury, so long as the R^ent worked 
the Mmu directly for the Company, this circumstance may have 
created the necessity for the submission of two different statements. Iso 
<vifianation or remarks are given in the records themselves. 

1 In 17711 it was feared that the mortality amongst the molunghecs 
occasioned by the late famine would he the cause of a decrease mthe 
quantity of salt to he produced in the year, and esfamated that 

the very utmost produce of the year would not exceed 1, .0,000 maunds 

oi salt m below y ^11 exemplify the extent ^ whiob 

Government official, engaged in commercial transaction. on then ‘ 

account •_“ In obedience to the orders contamed m your regifiattons 

for the conducting of the U,. du^upon f 

of these provinces is collected at the khalans, ana 6 

by the Resident upon the duty being paid; and when fjTCoUector- 
Jld in Calcutta aid transported thence, rt w. «- J £* » 

General to grant rowannaha in exchange for these dustucks. Agreed ly 


to 


Olaud Rnssell, Esq., Collector-General, No. 3, dated Midnapore, 


# From Edward Baber 

collooted in siccu currency. 

J F?o.i; Joha Onctier paries Ployor, John tod, 
dated Fort William, the l-Eh Marchl/ /*• r ti 
§ From Edward Baber to the Hou’blo John ( artier, 

to ***£ *c, Mo»Wf th, Coaling Commit 
of Revenue, dated Mtduapore, the 14th September 1771. 


md H. Have, to Mr. Edward Baber, 
resident and Governor, «%r.. Conncil, 






NUN/sr^ 


^-W %. 


( 192 ) 

custom I sent to Calcutta 34,250 maunds of salt, for which the 
Company have received 10,275 sicca rupees duty. As the dustucks 
which accompanied this salt have not been exchanged for rowannahs, 
I am therefore to request the favour of you, gentlemen, that if Messrs. 
Vansittart, Dorell, and Holland, my attornies, should apply for 
rowannahs in lieu of the above-mentioned dustucks , that you would bo 
pleased to grant them the same.” 

In April 1772* the Government wrote:— 4 * As the Directors seem 
desirous of establishing an entire freedom of trade in this article, we 
have it under speculation to adopt a general plan for carrying on this 
trade, upon the mode it is now conducted in the salt districts dependent 
on Hooghly. . 

“ To obviate any impediment or obstruction to this intention, which 
appears to us calculated not only to promote a freedom and diffusive¬ 
ness in this branch of trade, but also to produce a considerable increase 
of revenue to the Company, it is necessary to prevent advances being 
made to the zemindars, farmers, or molunghis by private traders with a 
view of establishing a claim to the next year’s produce of salt. We 
desire,, therefore, that copies and translations of the accompanying 
advertisement be circulated throughout every part as a check upon 
such engagement until we can come to a final determination upon this 
subject.” 

The advertisement referred to was as follows : — 

“ Notice is hereby given that the trade in the article of salt will, 
pursuant to the orders of the Hon’ble the Court of Directors, undergo 
a new and general regulation, which will take place iu the month of 
September next, with the produce of the salt-works which will then 
begin to be manufactured for the existing season. All persons, as well 
Europeans as natives, are therefore apprised that any advances made 
or imposed upon the zemindars, farmers, or molunghis, with a view 
to establish any claim or preference to the next year’s produce of salt, 
will be deemed collusive and invalid, and are consequently to be 
forfeited.” 

In the course of the year Mr. Baherf wrote:—“ I beg leave to inform 
you that it is full time to make advances to the molunghis, and they are 
very pressing to receive them. If they do not get some, they will be 
running away into the Mahratta districts, and then great deficiency 
in the salt will be occasioned. If you will give leave, I will make the 
necessary advances just to secure them, and hereafter, when you have 
fixed on the plan relative to this article, I will account with you for 
their amount.” 

Again, ho wrote* in the following month:—“ In obedience to your 
commands I have the honor to send you enclosed an accounts of the 
salt lands in these districts separated from the malgoozary. Although 




# From Warren Hastings, William Aldewy, P. M. Dacres, Thoe. Lane, Richard 

Barwull, Jam. Lawrcll, H. Goodwin, and J. Graham, to Mr, Edward Baber, dated Fort William, 
the 28th 4prii 1772. 

t From Edward Baber to the Ilon’blc Warren Hastings, President and Governor, 
Coum.il, dated Mi&bnpore, 3rd September 1772. 

t From Edward Bober to the Hon'ble the President, Am. Membora of the Controlling 
Committee of Kevenne, doted Midnnpore, the 4th October 1772, 

§ No account is lound among the records. 
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tlie last was a remarkably fine season for making salt, yet there were 
only 1,23,000 maunds made, and I can hardly suppose that a larger 
quantity will be produced this year. This is a considerable decrease 
compared with the produce of 1765 or 17G6, and must be greatly attri¬ 
buted to the effects of the famine; but the vicinity of theso provinces to 
the Mahratta districts renders this branch extremely liable to suffer, 
as the encouragement given by them to the molunghis is infinitely 
superior to any thing in the Company’s territories, and most of them 
are themselves proprietors of the khalaris, and make the salt on tli&ir 
own account.” 

The salt which the farmers had agreed to manufacture on account 
of the Hon’ble Company* in the Midnapore districts was specified 
to be delivered in the lump at the khalaris, but as the lots could not 
be formed for the intended sale in Caloutta without information 
respecting the exact quantity to be delivered at each place, a distinct 
account thereof was required. The Eesident wrotef iu reply:—“In 
obedience to your commands of the 30th ultimo I have the honor to 
transmit to you an account of the quantity of salt to be provided at 
each aurrung agreeably to the contract with the Company. At the same 
time I beg leave to inform you that the price of the new salt is regu¬ 
lated according to that of the old, which is Us. 10 more in the 100 
maunds than the new; and according to this rulo the new salt is now at 
Its. 120 at Birkul, Balsai, Mirgoda, Lamprie, and Kakrachar, and 
135 eat Mayanachara, Sabang, and Mohar. 

“It is sold at theso places to the merchants of Behar, who come 
annually here to purchase it ; but as the season of their coming is now 
over, I don’t imagine above eight or ten thousand maunds can be 
disposed of at present. In the month of October they return again, 
and then the whole may be sold, or at least the greatest part of it, for 
Its. 130 and Ids. 145 the 100 maunds. 

P.8. —“An account of the quantity of*salt contracted for, and to 
be provided at the following places 

Birkul ... 

Balsai ... ... ••• • 

Mirgoda 
Lamprie 
Mayanachara 
Kakrachar 

Sabang talookdars. ... j ffokar " 

Total 

In July 1773J the zemindars and talookdars of the districts producing 
salt applied to Mr. Lewis for a renewal of their contracts, and request ;d 
that advances might be made them for salt manufacture, as the 


Mds. 
60,000 
15.0)0 
14,0(H) 
10,000 
15,000 
5,000 
16,000 
15,000 


... 1,40,000 



* From Warren Hastings, William Alderney, P. M. Dacro*, 1 hemps Lao 1 
James Lnwrell, H. Goodwin, J. Graham, William Lambert and Geo; go Yau.sitia 
linber, dated Fort William, the 80th March 1773. 

t From tho Resident to the Hon ole Aarreo Ha tings, President, 
Council of Retanne, datod Midnapore, the nth April 1778. 

t From iSnr.’Ool l.-wis to tbo lion’hlo the President, &<'■ • Mi mb 
Revenue. dated Muinnpore, the 27th July 1773. 


Richard Rirw'll. 
t, to Mr. Edward 

, Gentkften of the 

of tho Council of 


25 
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want of money. It was 
Midnapore districts at an 


molungees wero leaving the districts for 
customary to make the advances in the 
earlier period than in other parts, owing to the necessity the contractors 
were under of making their advances to the molungees to prevent 
their going into the Mahratta territories. 

In April 1773* * * § Mr. Robert Reid had been appointed agent to 
receive the salt on account of the Company from the zemindars of the 
district, for which service he was to receive an allowance of Rs. 300 
per mensem in lieu .of all other charges. From a later partf of the 
records, however, it is seen that he used to get besides batta at 1G per 
cent, of his allowances. Mr. Reid was apparently the first salt agent 
appointed for the manufacture of salt in Midnapore or adjacent 
districts. 


In December 1773* the Resident was informed by the Superin¬ 
tendent of Klialsa. Mr. Vansittart, that Madan Gropal • having been 
appointed to the charge of the districts of Hijli, Mysadul, &c., 
should he have occasion to* apply for the Resident’s assistance to 
prevent salt from being clandestinely conveyed away from those parts, 
or in any other resjiect to enable him to execute with success the trust 
which had been committed to him, the Resident was to grant it 
to him. 


In 1774§ it appears that salt used to be kept in heaps covered by 
mats, and the erection of golabs was suggested. Finally Rs. 4,600 were 
allowed the salt agent for erecting golahs for 1,40,0U0 maunds of 
salt. || 

In April 1774^1 Government, in the Revenue Department, ordered 
that the salt remaining in the golahs should be weighed off and 
ascertained, in order that the accounts might be rendered perfect and 
prevented from blending in any shape with those of the new year, 
when weighed it was agaip to bo deposited in golahs belonging to'the 
contractors, to whom an allowance of one rupee per 100 mauuds per 
mensem was to be made for golah hire, and the purchasers were to be 
charged with one rupee per 100 maunds per annum for golah hire, 
and one rupee for servants’ wages and wastage, and were also to be 
at the risk of inundation and other accidents. 


• From Messrs. Warren Hastings, W. Aldcrsey, P. M. Dacres, Thos, Lane, J. Lawrell, * 
H. Goodwin, J. Graham, and VV. Lambert, to Mr. Edward Baber, dated Fort William, the 13th 
April 1773. ' %.♦. 

f Copy of the Auditor's remarks on the Midnapore account-, being enclosure to n lettor from 
Messrs. Warren Hastings, William Alderney, P. M. Dacres, James Lawrell, II. Goodwin, 

•I Graham, Geo. Vansittart, aud iN r G rue her, to Mr. Samuel Lewis, dated Fort William, the 
Jolh April 1774. 

£ I rom George Vansittart, to Mr. Samuel Lewis, dated Fort William, the 2i.d Decem¬ 
ber 1773. 

§ From Wnrren Hastings, William Alderney, P. M. Dacres, James Lawrell, II. Godwin, 
J. Grnhtmi, Ge rge VanSittar*, and W. Lambort, to Mr. Samuel Lewis, dated Fort William, the 
111h January 1774. 

jj From* Warren Hastings, A. Champion, Willi .m Aldersey, P. M. Ducrns, Limes Lnwrell, 
if. Good vin, J. Graham, and Geo. Vansiiturt, to Mr. Samuel Lewis, dated Fort William, the 1st 
February 1774. . 

^[[ From Messrs. V arren Ha-ting's, V illiuQ Aldorscy, P* M. Dacres, James Lawrell. 

If Goodwill, J. Graham, Geo, Vuumtta.t, uud A. tfrueber, to Mr. Samuel Lewis,dated Fort 
V iiliuio, the 1 ill Apiii 1774. 

Circular, Revenue Department 






CHAPTER IX. 


EXCHANGE, CURRENCY, AND MINT, &c. 

Period 1704—74. 

No account of the Company’s earliest connection with the district 
would he complete that did not attempt to show the utterly debased 
coinage of the day, the great inconvenience that always, and absolute 
loss that sometimes, attended commercial transactions, and the means 
adopted by the Government to obviate, or-at least alleviate, these evils. 

It was stated* in November 1864 that short-weight rupees were 
in circulation, to stop which 30,000 new Arcot rupees were required to 
be sent to the Midnaporo factory. In February 17051* Mr. Watts 
promised to keep the accounts according to the method pointed out, by 
which the revenue charges and collections were kept separate from the 
commercial transactions. But he said, “ I am at a loss what batta to 
add to the Alla Siccaes to reduco them to current rupees ; but if your 
Honor, &c., wilLsend me a report what the following species turn out 
in your mint, with the charges of coinage deducted, a batta may bo 
fixed to correspond pretty nearly with the books of the presidency :— 

100 Sicca weight of Baginnis. 

100 ditto of Bazce lluekum. 

100 ditto of Gia Sauls. 

“ The following is an account of the sirf charged to the different 
species of rupees to make them Alla Siccas: - 


100 Sicca weight of Sicca 

... Es. 6*1 percent. 

100 ditto 

of 4 San 

... „ 7-13 

• 100 ditto 

of Sonat 

... „ 90 

100 ditto 

of Bagennis ... 

... ., 9'11 „ 

100 ditto 

of Gia Sauls ... 

... „ 911 .. 

100 ditto 

of Bazee Buckum 

... „ 9-11 „ 


“ Exclusive of this additional sirf, there is a deduction of bat hi on 
the two last articles to bring them to sicca fineness, viz.— 

On Bazce Ruckum ... 12 8 per cent. 

OnGiasauls' ... ... 6‘4 „ „ 

Mr. Watts further explained that though a batta were fixed on the 
Alla Sicca, yet thero would always bo some loss in proportion to tho 
different species that might be received. However, this might easily 
be adjusted by a separate account being sent annually with Hie books 
of the different species of rupees received and disbursed. 

* There were current at this time besides other descriptions, the 
following three kinds of rupees, Sic : is, 5 Sans, and also some called 
4 Sans and Sanwadts (Sonats.)t 


* From Hugh Watts to the Hou'ble Henry Vansifctart President and Governor, 
oi the Pouncil, Hat', i Midnapore, the *22nd No vend >• r, 1764, 

f From Hi gh Watt*‘to the Hon’ble John Spencor, President and Governor of tlio 

Cornell, dated Midnaporo, the 6th February 1766. . 

X 1, Vi. i!u-h Watt* to Mr. Francis Hobertsou, Pay Muster t • Du? Detachment under Major 
Ch.iinjiiuu, dated Midnapore, the 1st "March 1766. 
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In reply to his address Mr. Watts was advised in the following 
terms :—“ You will perceive the impossibility of stating the assay 
and mint produce of Gear Saul, Bazee Ruckum, and Bagennis rupees 
as • required by Mr. Watts from the followiug explanation of those 
terms* : — 

“ Gear Sauls consist of Patana and counterfeit Arcot rupees 
greatly debased, but in no fixed or certain degree ; accordingly it 
scarcely ever happens that two parcels shall agree in the assay, and of 
consequence the produce must be various. 

“ Baz6e Ruckums are a mixture of Baranees, Lucknow, Arcot, 
and other rupees, all short weight, the standard of which rupees being 
widely different, the produce will depend on the proportions of each in 
the mixture. 

“ Bagennis rupees are also a mixture composed of Bombay, Patna, 
Dacca, and Muxadabad rupees, and likewise of French and English 
A rents, all short weight, the produce of which must be uncertain for 
the reason assigned above. 

“ These are the mixed parcels which in the mint we call paunch 
mail , from their being supposed to contain five different species of 
rupees, and which it was customary to value 3 per cent, better than 
A roots, although I have known them riso to 4 and sink to 1, 14, 
or 2, only finer than Arcots.f 

In March, Mr. Watts sent to Fort William • 100 Sicca weight 
of Gaya Sal, 100 Sicca weight of Baze Kakam, and 100 Sioca weight 
of Bajins rupees, and he made the following request:— 

• 44 1+ am to request you will send me reports of the alloy and. 

coinage in Arcot rupees by which wo shall be able to fix pretty exact 
batta between them and current. 



Mr. Hay, Acting Secretary 
to the lioard, Fort Wil¬ 
liam, dated Midnapore, 
the 10th January 1781. 


* From Alexander Campbell, Esq., Mint Master, to the Hon’ble John Spencer, President and 
Governor, &c., of the Council, dated Calcutta, the 24th February 1765. 

f From the records of a later year is obtained the following description of Nakra Bajina 
rupees:— 

« These Kocra Bijinis rupees are eo called in allusion to their relation to Arcots— Nor .>■* mean¬ 
ing n. deficiency in standard weight, and Bijinis an t . lality ot 
From the Collector to standard fineness to the Moorshadabad Arcot rupees. In the class 
of Nocra Bijinis rupees ave included .the Arcots of Calcutta, NBior- 
shedabad. Madras, and Pondicherry, the Patna and Dacca Sonants, the 
rupees of Bombay and Surat, the Agra and Char vary rupees, 
although these last are esteemed of equal fineness to the Siceas.' 

“ Whatever species of rupees has from one pice to one anna in 
the rupee of more alloy than the Moorshedabad Arcot are classed under the name ot Bazee Ruckum, 
and bmi'Ii a* have from one to two annas alloy are styied Gnr Sauls. The troops here arc new.* paid 
in the Bazee Ruckum or Cur Saul specie, but in the Nocra Bijinis; and as these are fluently 
'deficient, in weight, before they aro issued they arc pnt into the scales and made equ,l o Sicca 
weight, uid for every hundred Sicca weight is added a batta of 10.12.3. At the same rite and 

value ' hey ave rrreived .o the collections, they are issued m the disbursement.;, and the run- y no.v 

(and all along ) l o b in receipts and disbursements, stands rated at the same batta as ic did id tuu 
year 1/ 6, when Mr. Graham first settled the batta. , . nn0ftM 

‘ ! A:'the Nocra Kijinia rupoea aro iho principal cnrrency of these oistricte. ! „ 

then, iho fittest and most desirable, as goirr tlw greatest way n expenditures ho.e, »n<t 1-fan 
c'ui('i‘ivo no loso can accrue to the troops, unle*^ such hoard or want to remit ■ 
in other part:; of Bengal where Siccus may answer bettor.” lT , n .... ,n„ ,_ 

« * * The troops here lmve for years been paid in tlm mode they now are, and I fftn i ally ><*, 
no cause for the representations mode to the Board of the lv'.ivy loss sustained by ^ * dcis o 

the nuves issued fir the pay of the troops.'’ r ,. r 

l From Hugh Watt. to the H.*n‘bU-. John Spencer, President aqd Governor, &c., M the Council, 

dated Mtduapore. the 9th March 17U5. 
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“ I recommend the coining species into Arcot rupees, as I imagine 
tlie loss arising from extracting the alloy to make them equal to Sicca 
standard may be saved.” 

In December 1765* the following information and orders were 
transmitted to Midnapore :—* 

“ We are to advise you that Sicca rupees of the sixth and seventh 
years of His present Majesty’s reign have been lately coined and issued 
from the Nabob’s and the Hon’ble Company’s mints, but a? they 
have both been circulated nearly at the same time, we have deter¬ 
mined, in order to prevent the inconveniences and difficulties which 
would ensue from falling the batta of the six San Siccaes in the usual 
manner immediately to 13 por cent., to keep them at 15 per cent, till 
the 1st of March next, and from that time at 14 per cent, till the 1st 
of June, after which they will pass current at 13 per cent., and the 
Sicca rupees of the fifth year, which are now at 13 per cent., will at tho 
same time fall to Sonnauts, and pass at 11 per cent, batta.” 

In 1766 the Select Committee establishedf the following batta 
of rupees for the receipt of all the collections in the district* to be made 
public in every cutcherry. Every oppression of the zemindars on the 
ryots was to be removed: — 


7 San or Siccas 100 (D 

6 ditto ditto @ 

6 ditto ditto <3) 

Sonats ...' <$ 


6- 4 per cent. 

7- 4 ditto 
7-13 ditto 
9-6 ditto 


Nakra Rupees, Sicca weight 9-14 ditto 


discount Alla .. 

.Rs. 93-12 

ditto 

. „ 92-12 

ditto 

. „ 92-3 

ditto 

. „ 9010 

ditto 

. 90-2 


Heretofore an imaginary batta of 22 per cent, was made use of to 
convert tho Alla siccas iuto current rupees ;J but the Government said§:~ 
“ The general estimation of the Alla siccaes to the coins of the oountry, 
and the value of^ sue!) coin compared with the current rupee, we find 
bring the exchange between the Alla siccaes and the current to about 22. 
per cent. You are therefore to look upon the Alla Sicca mentioned in 
each teshkees to be 22 per cent, superior to the current rupee of 
Calcutta, and establish tho batta at that rate.” 

The Resident in February 1868 reported!) that the greatest part 
of the collections (for the Resident, &c.,) was in Nakra rupees—that is to 
say, in rupees of various sorts, differing both in weight and alloy. 
“ Of these,” he wrote, “ no particular account is procurable, and there¬ 
fore the exact value cannot be ascertained. Ail the information I can 
give on the subject is that 1,000 Nokra rupees are usually reckoned in 
the Jellasore province to be worth eighty-five Dussmassa rupees or Arcot, 
and in the Midnapore province to be worth eighty-seven and a half. ' 


# Prom Lord Clive, W. B. Sumner, W. Tenicr, Jolm Carnnc, H VerelsC and Ii. Watt a, to 
Mr. John Graham, Resident at Midnapore, dated Fort William, tho 9th December 

f From H. Verelat to Mr. John Graham at Midnapore, dated Cal cotta, the 1/th Murob 17«'V 
j i-Y 0m the Rod dent to Harry Verc-ist, Kbq., <fec.,Geutl men of Council at Port William, dated 

jRirku! the 19th April 1700. , ~ 

K w. B. Sumner. H. Watts. Claud Rusaeli, W. AldorSoy, Thomas Kel&dl, Charles Moyer, to 
Ife John Graham at Midnapore, d#ted Fort William, the dud Jaiw 170& 

|j From lb- Resi lent t . Charles Floyer, Ksq., Secretary to the Select Committee, dated Mtdn*. 
pore, the 13th February 1708. 
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It appears* that silver was very scarce in Calcutta in this year, and 
yet remittance of money to Calcutta by bills seemed most for the 
Company’s interest, as the receipts turned out 2 or 3 per cent, less than 
the invoices: for instance— 


C. Its. A P. Rs. A. P. 

Invoice tlie 1st ... 1,11,340 1 3, credited in Calcutta ... 1,08,19G 13 9 
Invoice the 2nd „ ... 1,11.774 1 6 ditto ... 1,09,510 4 6 

Invoice the 3rd „ ... 56,110 3 6 ditto ... * 54,675 5 6 


2,79,724 G 0 2,72,382- 7 9 


By June of the next year, 1769,t matters had come to such a pass 
that the prevailing and increasing scarcity of specie, and the. many 
difficulties and distresses the merchants laboured under from this 
inconvenience, having been strongly represented to the Government, and 
its assistance to relieve them having been earnestly requested, the 
Government were induced to propose to the Nabob and his ministers 
the establishment of a gold currency. They acquiesced in the proposals, 
and established a currency on such a plan, as would relieve tho 
distresses complained of and prevent the fatal* consequences that 
seemed to threaten the country in general from this ruinous evil. 
Accordingly an advertisement was published, as the Government said, 
“in order to carry this plan into execution within our jurisdiction,” 
and the same was ordered to he made public at each Residency. The 
advertisement ran as follows:— 

“ Whereas the prevailing and increasing scarcity of specie hath 
been greatly complained of, and the many difficulties and distresses the 
merchants hath laboured under from this inconvenience hath been re- 
presented to the Hon’ble tho President and Council, and their assist¬ 
ance for a relief from this ruinous evil been earnestly requested, 
they have been pleased, in order to obtain redress for this grievance, 
.and to remedy this evil, fully and particularly to sot forth to the 
Nabob and his ministers the distressed situation of this settlement 
and the country in general. # . ... 

« In consequence of which representation His Excellency hath 
thought proper to establish throughout these provinces a gold currency 
on the following plan and regulations“ That a gold mohur be struck 
of the fineness of the ancient Delhi mohur coined in the first ten years 
of the reign of Mahomed Shah, of the standard of Carats 23 grs. 
but to weigh seventeen annas Sicca or 17 dwt. 23J grs. troy, which 
jahall be issued and received in all public and private disbursements 
and receipts whatever at 16 Sicca Rs. each Mohur, this standard being 
found to be the most just and equitable proportional value. between 
gold and silver ; that for convenience and despatch of business t.iis 
coin shall be issued with subdivisions of halves; quarters, eighths, and 
sixteenths, each ox which are to hear the same proportional value as 
the mohur. And that all gold delivered into the mint be coined in the 


# From tilt Itc-bidcnt to 10. hard Bfttifafcr, Esq., Cullector-Gwipml, ikU:d Midnapore, tho 19th 

t r rom If, Vends*. I *l»n CVrter, T Alexander, and Charing Floyer, to Mr. George Yansittart, 
Krhiqua at Midnapore, dated Fort Wilhaiu, the 17th Juno 1700. 
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following proportions: 
not exceeding— 


-Supposing one hundred of mohurs, a number 


‘ Halves 
Quarters 
Eighths 
Sixteenths 
Mohurs 


“25 Pgs. 

18 „ 
18 „ 
18 „ 
21 * 
100 „ 


25 in whole mohurs 

36 

72 

144 

336 

613 


“ But if any person or persons be* discovered in attempting to 
make a variation in the established value of the mohur and it s sub¬ 
divisions, or.detected in clipping or melting it down, or obstructing the 
currency thereof by refusing to accept it in payment, he or they shall 
be punished with the utmost severity. And as the scarcity ot silver 
brought on the inconveniences which the new coinage is intended to 
remedy, the Nabob lias thought proper to prohibit the exportation 
of it from these provinces in consequence of orders he has received 
from His Majesty the .King of Delhi for that purpose. 

“ In consequence of the establishment of the gold currency, the 
collection of the Honorable Company’s lands, and all payments to 
their treasury will be received indiscriminately in gold or silver, and 
a tender of payment in all money-transactions, bo^k public and 
private, shall be equally valid in tbe now gold currency as in any 
specie of the silver rupee.- 

“ As it is hoped many conveniences will result fa merchants and 
the public in general from the foregoing plan, the Honorable the 
President and Council direct that it shall take place - within their 
jurisdiction from this day, and that the Mint Master shall not- refuse 
to receive any gold whatever for assay in coinage, and that he shall, 
when applied to by any merchant or others, direct to be made the 
assay of any gold brought to him for that purpose, and every quan¬ 
tity assayed shall have the seal of the Mint Master ox* Assay Mastei 
fixed upon it; and a certificate shall likewise be given under the 
hand of the Assay Master specifying the assay, that the proprietor of 
such gold may know at all times its real value, and have it in Ins 
option to coin it or not. And for the encouragement and relief of the 
merchant who shall have gold for coinage, the Honorable the I resident 
and Council have abolished in their minis all duties on the goUl 
coinage except one per cent, to defray the expenses ot it to the 
Company. 

“ Notice is therefore hereby given that any person or persons 
residing.under the protection of the British flag, who shun in an} 
respect deviate from the aforementioned regulations ‘Uid iestfictions, 
if natives, they will bo subjected to the laws of Ihe country^ tor - ucli 
offences ; if Europeans,they will immediately forfeit .the Company's 
protection, and be sent to England by ' he first opportunity. 

“ py order of the Honorable the President and Council. 

In July Mr. Vansittart complained* that the Company would 
suffer loss if he continued to receive the 8th and !Hk dans at id and 


* From Grorfto VwwitUrt, Eiq., to Jamm Alexander, w v, Collect.ir-Gmctu!,- 
port), tho lltlj Jiny 17UU. 


Hid Midna- 






WHISTS 



^ 16 per cent, after it was ordered that the batta on Sicca Es. was to 
fall. The batta* * * § actually fell from the 1st June 1769. Again in 
August 1770f the continuing to take the 10 San Sicoas at 16 per 
cent., it was said, would prove a loss to the Company; but previous 
to this, in April 1770, the Government were forced to change 
their policy from sheer inability to conduct currency operations under 
the existing system. Mr. John Peiarce, thrf provisional Eesident at 
Midnapore, was directed to make his remittances as much as possible in 
specie, as the scarcity.of money made it difficult to recover payment of 
private bills of exchanged 

The following circular of the Eevenue Department was promul¬ 
gated in 1772§ :— u AVe desire you will observe it as a standing order 
that you do in future remit your collections to us in the same species 
of rupees as you receive them from the farmers, and that every 
remittance bo accompanied with a particular invoice specifying each kind 
of rupee and the rate of batta it was received at. You will likewise 
keep a vakeel at the khalsa, and direct him to transmit an account 
of receipts for all your remittances agreeable to the amount they 
may turn out in Sicca rupees, by w r hich receipts alpno you are to debit 
the khalsa, and you are not to complete your treasury accounts till 
these credits are ascertained/’ In February 1773|| the Eesident wrote:— 
“ The collections have always been remitted to the presidency in the 
specie they were received from the zemindars. * * * Before the resi¬ 
dency of Mr. Graham an imaginary batta of 22 per cent, was made 
use of to convert the Alla Siccas into current rupees. But as that 
calculation was found frequently to produce a false amount of current 
rupees, when compared with the Company’s established batta on the 
different species, he adopted a method that was approved by the then 
Select Committee, fixing the batta by which the rupee was actually 
received and converted into Alla Siccas and Calcutta currency, as 
follows:—Eleven San Sicoas 100 batta 6-4-0, Alla Siccas 93-12; 10 San 
Si.,caa 100, batta 7-13; Alla Siccas 92-3; Sonnaut 100, batta 9-6; Alla 
Siccas 90-10;‘Nocra Beginis (or short weights, to make full weight of 
Alla Siccas,) 100, batta 9-14; Alla Sicoas 90-2. The short weights are 
divided into three classes, viz. Nocra Biginis, Gursals, Bazee Euckum. 
These different species of rupees are all weighed, and an equal 
deduction made for tho deficiency of value between them and the 
standard Sicca rupee.’ Then there is a deduction made of Es. 9-14 per 
cent, according to Mr. Graham’s regulation to bring them into 
Alla Siccas. The Nocra Biginis are rupees of various sorts, but of 
good silver, and therefore only receive a deduction for shortness of 
weight, os it is in w eight only they are wanting. The Gyasaulfl are 
rupees coined by private persons not in the established mints, and 


* From Jiiin^8 Alexander, Esq., Collector-General, to George Vansitturt, Eq., dated Calcutta, 
fate lOtit July 

t From ih R i.'oiidonfc (Mr. Edward Bitter) to William Wynn,', Esq., dat' d 18'li August 1770. 

% From ( md liu-sell, Collet tor-Gemral, to John Peiarce, Provisional Resident at Midnaporo, 
dated Calcutta, the 24th April 1770. „ 

§ Fiorn Wn'ien Hastings, Uobort Barker, and Thomas Lane, to Mr. Edward Babor, Evi¬ 
dent of Midnapore, dated Fort William, the 4th Ur o;nV-r 1772 

|| From Edward Baber to the Iicu’ble War reft Hastings, President, &c. 3 of tho Council of 
Revenue, dutod Midnapure, the 18th February 1773. 
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being a very base coiu, they uudergo another deduction besides that 
for deficiency of weight. This deduction or batta is 12-8 per 100. 
The Bazee Ruokum are various sorts of rupees deficient both in weight 
and in fineness, but not so base as the Gyasauls. However, on account 
of their baseness, they also undergo another deduction besides that of 
deficiency of weight, which is 6-14 per cent. It is not in my power to 
ascertain the bazar or current batta. There are not any shroffs of suffi¬ 
cient property in the provinoe to change more than a small sum; and 
if any person wants to change Rs. 500 or Rs 1,000, he is obliged*to get 
it done at some piace in the Bengal districts/' In May 1773* the Resi¬ 
dent wrote,—“ Ghirsaul rupees of every kind have from time immemorial 
bore a discount in this province of 12-8 per cent, on account of tho 
serf, besides the usual allowance for batta. Every species of rupees, 
when short of weight, become Nocra Biginis, 97-8 Sicca weight of 
which are reckoned 100 Dusmussa rupees. Bazee Ruckums are of four 
kinds—Yiziery, Gunzey, Pattolia, Pattania. They bear a discount of 6-4 
percent, on account of the serf, after which they are considered as Nocra 
Biginis." 

In April 1773f a general bank for. the province of Bengal was 
established under Government patronage. The object of the institution, 
and tho system of its operation, will be best understood from the 
following circular letter and regulations which it has been deemed 
expedient to copy in cxten&o :—“ We have for some time past had under 
our deliberation the scheme of establishing a genoral bank in Bengal, 
and being persuaded that the measure will prove of the greatest utility 
and convenience not only to the Company in drawing the receipts of 
their revenues from the out districts to the presidency, but also to 
private merchants in making their advancos to the aurungs, and 
otherwise in facilitating and rendering secure the course and circula¬ 
tion of their trade, we have determined to adopt it. Y on will therefore 
roceivp herewith a copy of our regulations, and of the tables of batta 
and exchange, to all which we enjoin your strictest attention and 
conformity. 

“ The persons who have been chosen managers of the bank are 
Baboo Huzzoory Mull and Ray Doleb, and their names as here 
expressed are the firm of their house. When they depute an agent to 
your station, you will receive due advice of it, and we require and 
expect the.t you afford them protection and support and all ron^mablo 
assistance, not only in the beginning towards fixing and opening Uieir 
house or factory, but also at every future period in carrying on then’ 
busxne^e . 

“ You will observe from the table of rates that no batta what¬ 
ever is obargeabie on Siccaes, and to this circumstance we think it 
proper to direct your particular attention, as wo are invariably deter¬ 
mined to support the regulations which were adopt ed in 1771 respect¬ 
ing the coinage, and to enforce the currency of the Sicca rupee, 




* From .Samuel Lewis, Ic j , to the Tie 
tho Council ot Revenue,—dated Muiu v. 5, e 
t Prop tVaircp Ha i:ngd, W- Aldc-rst 
JAtuea Lawroll, H. Goodwin, F. Graham, W 
Resident at Mnlnapore, dated Fort \\ iill.cn.. 


’bio Wan*n 11a 
tho 25th May 177 
i J\ M. Pacres, 
Lambert, Gcorjfo 
tho 23rd Apiii 17' 


j-ifTflj Fremdeut, <feo. Members of 

Thomas Lane, Richard Bar ndl. 
Van lit tart, to Fdward Baber U < . 


26 
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jgmuing with those of the 11th Sun, free from batta, discount, or 
deductions of any kind. 

“ In many of the districts a collection is made under tho heads of 
wuzun and kifayet-kum-wuzun. The regulations of the bank are 
not meant to affect this collection, which is in fact an article of revenue 
which the zemindars and farmers engage to pay along with their mal- 
goozaree, and either is or ought to be consolidated with it. And in 
general to prevent misconceptions of our present orders, we think it 
necessary to declare that the objects of the bank are to regulate the 
zemindars’ and farmers’ payments with the sudder, and tho Collector.-’ 
payments with tho agent of the bank according to the tables, but not to 
make any alteration in the ryots’ payments to zemindars end farmers. 

“ Neither ore the present regulations intended to effect the privi¬ 
lege, already granted to several of the zemindars and farmers, of 
paying their rents in Calcutta, unless upon their application it should 
hereafter he withdrawn, in which case you will be duly advised. 

“ Should there bo any species of rupees not mentioned in the table 
current in your district, we desire you will subjoin them, and adjust 
the batta with the agent of the bank on tho most equitable 
footing, transmitting us advice thereof for our confirmation. 

“From this order, however, we except the rupees oalled Wusuloe 
and Dunsook, the receipt of which have long been prohibited at tho 
public treasury. 

“ Rates of exchange agreed to be allowed the Bank for making the 
remittances from the different districts , calculated according to the bed 
information obtainable of the expense and risk , and allowing for the change 
of the agents of the Bank in the districts . 

lay is i per cent. 

•• • $ » V 


Hooghly 

2 days’ journey from Calcutta, at 

, 2 annas 

Nuddea 

4 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

JrBSore . . 1 

Burdwan ...) 

5 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Midnapore ... 
Beerbhoom ...^ 

0 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Bishmipur .. > 
Moorshedabad ) 

8 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Packet 

10 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

1lacca ... ) 

Kajmehal ... i 

12 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

i linage pore ... 7 
Pumean ...) 

16 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Rungpore ... ) 
Boglepore ... ( 

18 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


one 


1 st.—“ That a principal house or bank, under the conduct of 
or more responsible shroffs, be established at the presidency, tin oug 
which oil the remittances of the revenues shall be made from Ue 
districts of the province, and an inferior house under the charge ni one 
. ,t more gomostahs, dependant on the principal in each dis ric 01 

< 0i ' 1 “That the Collectors shall not exchange the rupees which they 

receive ia payment of their collections, Hit shall pay them to s io a 
or goxnaatahs of the houses established in their districts i 
specie in which they were received, taking their bills on 


m the same 
the capital 
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house at the presidency for the amount payable in Sicca rupees at the 
fixed and ancient batta of the khasana aumera , or Eoyal treasury. 
That the Collectors shall receive the payments from the farmers at 
these rates of batta, and that tables thereof shall be affixed in overy 
cutcherry of the districts for the information of the farmers. 

3rd . — “ That a table of hoondian or commission of exchange shall 
be formed and agroed upon with the shroffs or managers of the bank, 
in which the commission or percentage on their bills shall be ascertained 
according to the distance, risk, and charge of transporting the sums 
in specie, if necessary, to the presidency, or from place to place, or to 
the facility of remitting the sums by bills in the districts. 

4th.— “ That for facilitating the means of exohauge and preventing 
the loss which the country must sustain in the currency and circulation 
of its specie by the continual transportation of the rents in money to the 
presidency and to the city of Moorshedabad, in which a largo share of tho 
collections still centre forthe payment of thoNabob’s stipends, the charges 
of the brigade stationed at Berhampore, and the provision of the Cossim 
Bazar investment, all merchants and others who may have dealings 
in the country shall have liberty to make tho remittances to the aurungs 
through tho channel of the said bank; and to that end fables of i ho 
rates of hoondian which the merchants shall pay for bills shall be 
affixed at each cutcherry of tho districts, and in the most public places 
of the presidency and Moorshedabad; that a fixed time for payment 
of the bills after sight shall be decreed by Government and inserted 
in the bills, which shall be punctually and sacredly adhered to; that 
the bills shall always be drawn payable in the same species which shall 
be paid into the bank, and no percentage claimed besides the hoondian. ’ 

In June 1773 Earn Loehan was appointed* the agent forthe 
general bank in Midnaporo, and tho Government repeated their 
expectations that Mr. Lewis would afford him protection and support, 
and all reasonable assistance, as well in the beginning towards fixing 
and opening his house or factory, as at every future period in carrying 
on his business. 

In December 1773 certain new regulations for facilitating the 
business of the bank were framed t on the occasion of the bank officials 
preferring certain complaints to the Government in the Revenue 
Department. The Collector, Mr. Samuel Lewis, was required to pay 
most implicit obedience to the new regulations, and he was warned 
that any attempt to counteract or obstruct the business of tho bank 
would be noticed with the severest displeasure. The complaints were 
embodied in the following representations : — 

jRepresentations of the Managers of the Bank. 

I t .—“ Gomastahs have, according to orders, been sent into the 
districts with instructions to receive the money of the collections in tho 
species in which they are paid by the farmers, and, deducting 




* From W. Alderney, P. M. J>ao■ s, Thomas Lanm II (Joodwii J. Graham, W.Umby t. nod 
Oeorg© Vansiitart, to Mt. Saiinml I-eWiB, Collects ut Mulnaj'inv. JnUd Vuit VV ilium, the 'll 
duutj 1773. ,, y i 

t From Wnren H.-jt-ings, W. Alderaov, P. M. Dar.ro*, .l.urn* Cmvfil, ) urJ.mu, 
W 0I »,! U«org«‘ to Mr. Sirnuol Uwi*. Collector ol duM i »r*. 

'Ilium, tin Uud December 1773. 
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There are various rates of coinage in the mint of Moor- 


ablished allowances to the zemindars and other expenses, to grant 
hills for the balance payable at the presidency. This regulation has not 
boon observed; the payments are not made to our house as received 
from the mofussil, but in Sicca at the time that bills are required. At 
Linagepore in particular another house has been established under the 
firm of Durmehimd, Kunumchund, who carry on a trade in interest 
and pass pants in payment of the revenue. 

2 nd.—“ It has always been a custom among the shroffs to recoive a 
fee (called pa> twan) upon payments made to them in Siccas, on which 
they receive no other emolument from batta or exchange, but merely 
pass the money through their house to the public treasury. The chief 
part of the payments in Calcutta are of this sort; but we have not 
hitherto exacted a pautwan, although many farmers have offered to 
pay it, choosing to be previously furnished with your orders. The 
custom formerly was half per cent. ; we now wait your orders. 

3rd .—“ The Government have positively forbid the levying of batta 
upon loot , and mullet Sicca rupees that are much defaced will not 
pass without batta. On this we request your final orders, which wo 
shall faithfully observe. 

ML— 
shedabad: 

One rate for the money of the Sircar. 

Oue rate for Juggut Sett. 

One rate for other merchants. 

Should we be desirous of coining money at that mint, we desire to 
know at what rate of duty and charges we are to pay. 

§tk .—‘‘At some places ihe gomashtas are required to attend in 

E orson at the cutcherry and then write their bills. This discredits tho 
auk. Let it be ordered that the agent shall write the hills at the house 
of the bank, and send them from thence to the Collector.” 

The new regulations were these :— 

« Having* maturely considered the representations of tho managers 
of Iho bank, resolved that the following additional regulation? be now 
established for the better conducting of that branch 

—“ That all payments shall be made at the provincial counoils 
and colleetoiships in tho following manner:—As the ehnlans arrive 
from the mofussil the farmers shall carry them to the cutcherry. The 
provincial council or collector shall then send a peon with the farmer 
or i• i-vakeels to pay the amount into tho bank, who shall return 
the succeeding day with a pant for tho same, which shall be carried 
to credit. These pants shall, at the close of each kist, bo adjusted 
between the bank and the provincial council or collector, and a bill 
granted by the former for tho amount upon Moorshedabad or the 
y- w.V'uey, after deducting zemindars’ allowances and the exp-ms^ 
of the public establishments. 

4 Tho pr ivincial council should in like manner regulate the 
payment of tho rents at their subordinate districts where the oollections 


* Fxirnet of tb'» Procct’diuiM of tho ' ounoi! m Krvcmi*, h«M ».l Fort William, tho 2tilt 
rpi-mltr 1773, taitiff rh«* eurlowiro to n Usttn won Wnrrsn H tinting*. VV. Ald^r/ov, P M. Dn cre\ 
Jamoi Lnwr«li. J. Gi 7 ih*nt, VV. f.umburt, nod F VnimUart, to Mr. Snmuel Lttwitf, Collector at 
Midtiaporc, dated F t William, the uPU Dccombwi 1/73 
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are made by the naibs, and instruct tbo managers of the bank where 
they are to station agents for that purpose. The peons employed on this 
service to be the monthly servants of the cutcherry, and to be 
positively prohibited from receiving any fee or reward from tho 
farmers. 

2nd . — “That the zemindars’ allowances shall remain, as before 
directed, a deposit in the bank for the orders of the President and Council, 
and that the amount of the established expense shall be supplied by tho 
bank in any species of rupees the provincial council or collector shall 
require: provided such species has been received by the bank in tho 
payments from the farmers. 

3rd .—“ That the advances required for tho Company’s investment, 
which are to be made in consequence of orders to tho provincial councils 
or collectors, shall in like manner be supplied in any species of rupees 
demanded, provided such species has been received by the bank in 
the payment from the farmers, but that the advances for the payment 
of the troops shall bomiade in Siccas. 

\th .—“That no hoondian shall be allowed by the provincial 
council or collectors, or charged by the bank on the sums furnished 
for the public expenses, or the investment advances, but that such 
charge shall be solely confined to the remittances, to the presidency 
and Moorshedabad; and in these the Board deem it unnecessary to 
make any distinction in tho rate of hoondian for the reasons already 
recorded in Consultation, the 23rd Apiil. 

5 tk .—“ That should the farmers plead their inability to pay their 
rents without the aid of a merchant or shroff, and as they are restricted 
by the first regulation to the pants of the bank, the managers of the 
bank will engage to assist, in this respect, such as. are men of character 
at the interest of two por oent. per month, excepting in Calcutta, where 
they are to take no more than the customary rate cf one per cent. 
The two per cent, allowed in other places where they must provide 
funds to answer their demand to supply the deficient circulation of 
money, the Boat'd deem equitable and equivalent to their risk. 

3th .—“That as by this mode of receiving the rents the hank will 
in fact become the kuzzanchees or treasurers of the several districts, 
the provincial councils and collectors shall immediately regulate 
their treasury offices to a proper standard, retaining only such servants 
ub are necessary for stating the accounts, whioh are still to bo kept 

in the usual manner. • # 

7 th .—“ That the bank shall be at liberty to receive the customary 
allowance of pautican from such farmers as are voluntarily disposed 
to pay it, in return for the support of credit, or facility in discharging 
their revenues, which they derive from their intercourse with tho 
bank, but that they shall not* be authorized to exact such dues 
against the free will of the farmers. 

Sth. — “ That the orders prohibiting the collodions of bat to up r m hot 
and mullet Sionas shall be invariably adhered to. "When rap -os are 
much defaced and will not pass without batta, the managers of the 
bank shall produoe samples of them to the Board, who will determine 
thereupon, and give directions for their recoiuage, if they shall bo 
judged unfit to continue in circulation. 
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9 th .—“ That when the managers of the bank are desirous of coin¬ 
ing money in the mint of Moorshcdabad, they shall be permitted to 
do it at the rates which wore formerly paid by the house of Juggut 
Sett. 

10/A. —“ That upon adjusting the pants of each kist an account 
current shall be interchanged between the bank and the provincial 
; council, collector, or naib, and the bank shall send from their house a 
* bill for the sum which is to* be remitted, but their agent shall not 
be required to attend the cutoherry in person for this purpose ” 

In February 1774* the following order was passed:— “ The Bazee 
JRuoknms, Nockra Biginnis, and Gursaul rupees, must for the “present 
be received by the agents of the bank on the batta which was before 
customary in the Uidnapore district; and if application should he 
hereafter made to us by the agents of the bank, we will tako the 
subject into consideration. ” This was in consequence of the Collector 
having reportodf that many complaints had been made to him by the 
rayats of the hardships they suffered from the valuation put by the 
agent of the bank on the rupees current in the district. 


# From Warren Hastings, M, Hampton, W. Alderpoy, P. M. Dacres, James Lawrell, 
IL Goodwin, J. Graham, and George Vansittarfc, to Samauel Lewis, Collector of ^lidnapore, 
dated Fort William, the let February 177-1. ... 

f From Samuel Lewis to the Hon’ble the President, &c., Members of the Council of Revenue, 
dated Midnapore, the 21st Jauuaiy 1774. 






CHAPTER X. 




MISCELLANEA. 

* Period 1764—1774. 

In the foregoing chapters an attempt has been made to give come 
account of the geographical limits of the Midnapore province in the 
last century ; of the historical events, the petty struggles for extension 
of dominion, and the conquests of the Company in relation to the 
district during the early period of its rule in India ; of the revenue 
settlements and fiscal administration; of the Company's commercial 
transactions; of its salt manufacture aud salt trade ; and of the Currency 
and ooinage. In this*chapter it is not intended that any particular 
method should be followed in the treatment of the subjects discussed. 
Such an intention, even if formed at the outset, could not he 
consistently sustained, for the subjects now brought to the reader’s 
notice possess a boundless degree of diversity : matters that relate to 
pure history are handled side by side with the social topics oT the day, 
the mode and style of the correspondence amongst officials are noticed 
in the same breath, with an explanation of the demeanour considered 
becoming by the Company in its servants. Statistical memoranda are 
brought face to face with transfers of officials, and so on. It is possible 
that, owing to suoh treatment, this chapter will possess as lively an 
interest for the general reader as the most engrossing of those that 
have gone before. Little or no preparatory reading or experience is 
required to render intelligible what is now written; and so not only 
officials possessing a hold on the district, but people who have never 
visited, nor are ever likely to visit Midnapore, will find something to 
amuse, if not to instruct. 

In the year 1764* the Nabob, in whose favour the Comp m;, bad 
declared, had engaged to make good the losses of the merchants 
living under the Company's protection, so far as the*accounts should 
he passed and approved by the Governor and Council. Accordingly 
there was the following ad vert isementf issued by order of the Hon’blo 
the President and Council of Fort William :— 

“All Company's servants and other merchants residing under the 
Company's protection are hereby required to deliver in to tlio 1 loirbio 
tlie President and Council estimates of the losses they havo sustained by 
the late troubles in the country in goods or money, specifying the prime 
cost and charges of what has been lost in goods. The Hon'hle tho 
President and Council will form themselves into a committee to receive 


* Copy of proceedings of tlr OonMBittoc of Ut; titutiou, heM tho ICth March 1701, being tho 
uohmtro t<» n Irttor from W. Majeodit, Secretary, to Mr. Ausolm lb minium. Koiilonl at Maltin' 
pnry «J.it J Fort William Cumin.'tc oi Kestitutiou. tho 10t‘> March 1701. 

t Advertisement by order of tho Hou'bio the l'ruiideiit and Council of Kurt William, iind 
January 1764. 

(Hd.) J. (m aijvm. 

$$cretary, 
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9/A.—“ That when the managers of tbe bank are desirous of coin¬ 
ing money in the mint of Moorshedabad, they shall be permitted to 
do it at the rates which wero formerly paid by the house of Juggut 
Sett. 

10/4. — “That upon adjusting the pants of each kist an account 
current shall be interchanged between the bank and the provincial 

* council, collector, or naib, and the bank shall send from their house a 

* bill for the sum which is to* be remitted, but their agent shall not 
be required to attend the outcherry in person for this purpose” 

In February 1774* the following order was passed:— “ The Bazee 
'Ruokums, Nockra Biginnis, and Grursaul rupees, must for the "present 
*be received by the agents of the bank on the batta which was before 
customary in the Midnaporo district; and if application should be 
hereafter made to us by tbe agents of the bank, we will take the 
subject into consideration.” This was in consequence of the Collector 
having reported! that many complaints had been made/to him by the 
rayats of the hardships they suffered from the valuation put by the 
agent of the bank on the rupees current in the district. 


* From Warren Hastings, M. Hampton, W. Aldersev, P. M. Dacres, James Lawrell, 
Tf. Goodwin, J. Graham, and George Vansittart, to Samnuel Lewi5, Collector of lilidnapore, 
dated Fort William, the 1st February 177*1 ... 

f From Samu. l Lewie to the Hon’blo the President, &c. ? Members of the Council of Revenue, 
datod Midaapore, the 21st Jauuuiy 1774. 
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CHAPTER X. 




MISCELLANEA. 

* Period 1764—1774. 

In the foregoing chapters an attempt has been made to give come 
account of the geographical limits of the Midnapore province in the 
last century ; of the historical events, the petty struggles for extension 
of dominion, and the conquests of the Company in relation to the 
district during the early period of its rule in India ; of the revenue 
settlements and fiscal administration; of the Company’s commercial 
transactions; of its salt manufacture and salt trade ; and of the currency 
and ooinage. In 1 his*ehapter it is not intonded that any particular 
method should be followed in the treatment of tbo subjects discussed. 
Such an intention, even if formed at the outset, could not be 
consistently sustained, for the subjects now brought to the reader’s 
notice possess a boundless degree of diversity : matters that relate to 
pure history are handled side by side with the social topics oT the day, 
the mode and style of the correspondence amongst officials are noticed 
in the same breath, with an explanation of the demeanour considered 
becoming by the Company in its servants. Statistical memoranda are 
brought face tofaco with transfers of officials, and so on. It is possible 
that, owing to such treatment, this chapter will possess as lively an 
interest for the general reader as the most engrossing of those that 
have gono before. Little or no preparatory reading or experience is 
required to render intelligible what is now written; and so not only 
officials possessing a hold on the district, but people who have never 
visited, nor are ever likely to visit Midnapore, will find something to 
amuse, if not to instruct. 

In the year 1761* tho Nabob, in whose favour the Company bml 
declared, had engaged to make good the losses of the merchants 
living under the Company’s protection, so far as the*accounts should 
be passed and approved by the Governor and Council. Accordingly 
there was the following advertisement! issued by order of tho Hon'bio 
the President and Council of Fort William :— 

“All Company’s servants and other merchants residing under tho 
Company’s protection are hereby required to deliver in to tho fluid bio 
the President and Council estimates of the losses they have sustained by 
the late troubles in the oountry in goods or money, specifying the prime 
cost and charges of what has been lost in goods. Tho LLon’ble the 
President and Council will form themselves into a committee to receive 


# Copy of proceedings of tli« Committee of lie:dilution, lie! • tho ICtb Mnrvh 1/01, Mug ihe 
,nelo-uv fc't a lite r from V. . Al.ijendm, Sociot-v.-v to Air. An-i.iiu LVnunmm, lMidcnt Multm- 
pore, mind Fort William Cutmjihto ot Kesiiuitioii, th»' 16th March 1701. 

t Advi.rtisoxneat by order of the Hou'blo tho l*ru«idwit m.d Council of F< rt, \\ ilium, UuJ 
January 1764. 

(Sd.) J. Ol’.AHVM. 

S$cj‘itarp, 
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ami inspect such estimates, and will meet, for the first iime on Friday, 
tho 20th of this month of January. And after that they will continue 
to meet every Friday until tho end of the month of April, by which 
time it is expected that all accounts will be delivered in.” 

The Committee formed in consequence, and called the Committee of 
Restitution,* * * § ordered a price-current to be drawn up under the provisions 
of the IVtli Regulation, a copy of which was to be sent to Mr. Beaumont 
for the further information of those who might have claims*.upon 
the fund. From this price current, by which all claims for restitu¬ 
tion were adjusted, it is seen that tea was valued at Rs. 8 per catty 
first sort, Rs. 4 second sort, Re. .1-8 third sort; tobacco at Rs. 10 
per maund; salt, Persian, at Rs. 150 per 100 maunds; Madras, Rs. 100 
per 100 maunds; Sindia, Rs. 200 per 100 maunds; Hijli, Rs. 150 per 
100 maunds ; sugarcandy, Rs. 16 per maund; cotton, Rs. 24 per maund. 
Subsequently, with reference to the various claims that were preferred, 
the G Dvernor and Council were obliged to observe*)*, — “ When we proposed 
to tho Nabob that such a stipulation should be made, we had no 
thoughts of requiring more than the restitution of the principal and 
interest, by no means intending to charge the Nabob with the expected 
profits, which in some oases will amount to 100 per cent, or more.” The 
Nabob, it # was said, had made the Company the judges, and they felt 
themselves bound to act with due consideration of his interests. 

Later in the year the following proclamation was made 


“Fort "William. 

“ Committee of Restitution , the 29 th June 1764. 

“ Notioet is hereby given that the time for receiving claims for 
losses sustained during the late troubles is further prolonged to the end 
of the ensuing month, and that none will be afterwards admitted hut 
for such loss 'm as shall have been before noted to the Committee and 
referred by their orders to a further iuquiry. 

“ By order of tho Committee, 

“ W. Majendie, 

“ Secretary” 


At this time§ each battalion of sepoys consisted of ten companies, 
two whereof were grenadiers. In each company were ono subadar, 
two jemadars (of whom one was oolourman), three naiks, one drummer, 
and 60 sepoys. There was also an adjutant-with the rani: of jemadar, 
but he was to be a supernumerary, and to be stationed to no company. 
To the battalion there were five sircars, five watermen, one writer, one 
linguist, one head and two inferior armourers, three European officers, 


* From 'V. Mnjendie, Secretary to the Committee of Restitution, to Mr. Anselm Beaumont, 
U nd.i.t ut Midnnpore, dat.d F<at William, tiu i7tU February 1704. . 

t Cof«v .-,f Fro, ceding or the CVmurittco of restitution Iv Ul on the lflili Maroh 1701, bemar tlio 
urn to a letter from Mr. Mnjendie, Secretary, to Mr. Anselm Boartmaat, holdout at 
Alilnapoie dated Fort William, CouiiniUeo of Restitution, the 16tb Maveh 170J*. 

T Knclosnre forwarded to Mr. Anselm Be.uimont, Resident m Midhapro, w>tn a letter from 
lleni v VniiMttiuri,.(•_.}.»« Spencer, Warren Ih-tirig*, II. AVatta, -’itunuol MiddRton, K. Loyc-lei, 

and .1. Buulvir, dnltd Fort Willi iui, tho 9th July 17^* i 

§ Fi > 1,1 Henry Vaunt turl to tho ihddeui ut Midnaporo. dated Fort W tlhflm, the 14tU 
March 1704. 
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and 11 vo sergeants, ono of whom was sergeant-major. The doctors 
were struck out because it had been proposed to have a European 
surgeon’s mate for oach battalion, but as some castes of sopojs would 
not take medicine from au European, it was thought that there would 
always be a necessity to have one or two black doctors.* The troops 
stationed in Midnapore were on the same footing as those stationed at 
other subordinate factories. On all occasions when they were ordered 
into quarters no batta was to the allowed the officers or men. 

It is learnt from the records of 1764f that the Nabob was pleased 
to grant a subsidy to the British troops ; that there occurred a mutiny 
in Behar in the army there, and that to pacify them the first dividend 
liad to be given at once there. It was then decided that it siiould bo 
given elsewhere also. Seven twenty-fifths of the rates were to he issued 
at once. This was the proportion that had already been received, and was 
ready to be divided. The whole subsidy amounted to Rs. 4,00,000, and 
the whole number of shares was calculated to bo 10,000 ; therefore each 
share would come to Arcot Rs. 40. A commandant got ten shares, or 
Rs. 400; asubadargot eight shares, or Ito. 320; a jemadar got four 
shares, or Rs. 160; a havildar two shares, or Rs 80; a naik got H 
shares, or Rs. 60; a sepoy got one share, or Rs. 40. The amounts ordered 
to be disbursed immediately being seven-tvventy-fifths of theso sums 
respectively, were Rs. 110, Rs. 88, Rs. 44, Rs. 22. Rs. 16-b, and Rs. 11 
respectively. Til#letter of the 1st March 1764, from which this informa¬ 
tion is obtained, is mutilated; but it can be fairly inferred from it that 
a bonus was given to European troops also,' and seven-twenty filths 
of their respective shares ln\d arrived and were to be distributed. I 1 or 
a private seven-twenty-fifths of a share amounted to Rs. <77-15-1 ; 
a corporal got 1 $ shares and a sergeant got two shares. In November 1»64 
Sicca Rs. 8,211-12, or current Rs. 9,525-10, the second dividend due to 
the sepoys stationed at Midnapore, were ordered to bo disbursed;} and 
this donation was accordingly issued, but apparently only to those 
sepoys who had been in service from two to five yearsg. 

The Resident was told|| in 1764 that it was inconvenient to send 
Arcot rupees, and that the military was to bo paid iu any other specie 
in which the revenue might be collected. 

It may not be deemed out of place to mention here thal certain 
objections were made by the Government in 1769 to the gram <>» batta 
to'the sepoys belonging to the Midnapore factory on commac^ in the 
western jungles. The pergunnah sepoys wore to roccivef their lull pay 
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out any deductions whatever. They were not to receive any batta, 
and the Company were to be at the expense of their clothing. The 
officers were to receive off reckonings until the first of September 17G9, 
but from that time they were not to draw for any more. The Kesident, 
however, recommended* * * § that the batta should be continued to the 
sepoys belonging to the factory, because provisions were in general 
dear in the "west of the district, and it was sometimes impossible for 
the sepoys while on that service to subsist without their batta, unless 
by contributions from the zemindars, which opened a door for many 
irregularities and unavoidably occasioned a loss in the revenue. It 
was urged also that the western jungles were very unhealthy, and 
this was an additional argument for granting the sepoys some 
indulgence. There was seldom more than one company 6n command 
to the westward, and the expense of granting them batta would amount 
scarcely to more than that of their clothing. The long standing and 
. i the Midnappre battalion might be ooi r d to plead in 
its behalf to prevent it from being put upon the same footing with those 
■which had been lately raised expressly for the perguimali service. It 
was eventually decided! that half batta should he allowed under the 
name of gratuity, and be drawn among the contingencies! for the sepoys 
who were engaged in “scrambling amongst the jmigln hills/’ hut not 
for any of those who were at fixed stations. The sepoys were to 
regard the allowance as an indulgence, not as a matter of light; and 
it was not extended to the sepoys at Balarampur, Ghhatna, Janpur, and 
Narsingligar, which were looked upon as a kind of fixed camoiiments. 
11 was only to be granted to those wjio would be stationed at 
llaldipukhar and Barahabhum. 

In February 1770 Mr. Cartier wrote$ to Mr. Vaiisittart saying that 
a? many of the Company’s battalions were very deficient,in their 
complement of men, and as the districts of Mid impure and Jell a sore 
could furnish a number of go -d recruits, agoats should be employed 
on the recruiting service, and a body of men raised with the greatest 


expedition. 

Apparently,|| the Midnapore province was not a bad recruiting 
fit-id—at least * there was no difficulty in obtaining recruits, for rice was 
scarce, but it was a matter for complaint tlmt the inhabitants of this 
jurl of the country were in general rasher low in Mature. Mr. Vaiisittart 
allowed any to bo received on condition they were strong bodied men 
ittid were live feet four inches in height, the standard observed in the 
battalion at aliened in Midnapore. Captain Forbes, who was at least 
one of the officers directed to assist in collecting recruits, got together 
, between 600 and 800 men, and drew f r, and received at various times 
sum , which am.oi.ated io C. Us. 3,‘300, from he trcasury.1I 


* I’rom tli. m.' 1 . nl to the IJon’blo Harry Yrrelii!. Pi uddeul unu Cioveruor iu Council, 
dated M ulnanuf . the Mh Sept< mbor 1799. • 

F I'Voiij n • Kosiih’ut to Claud Uuss<dl. Esq., doft .1 Midnaporo, fho 3rd January 1770. 
j I'iufo ibo !■»Vidcut to (.’laud iiu- idl, Fury. rial d Midnnjr re the .‘ira January 177e. 

From tli-' lCn.l i*_ to ('apt iin Forbes, dat ’d Midnaporc. «ho Sth January 1770 

§ From John t’urtiei to . . g* Van >• tint, E-‘q„ dated Calcutta, the 2ft tto Februtuy 1770. 

(I )‘n»ratho IFsidnnfc to the U.«n bl .Mm Cartier, Esq.. President and Goverdft* of Fort 
William, dntod Midnapore, tlm PMmturv 177 f ». 

HI From th«- K«:«hioru to lOoh.trd Jhnw dJ, F q„ Military Pnytnnslor-Goncral, Fart 
William, i ned Midnapjfe, the lUlhAlijjuilt 1770. 
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matter of a cognate character it may be stated that three 
hundred stand-of-arms were urgently required in the beginning of 
1770,* * for iliere were said to be not ten serviceable firelocks in 
garrison. There were six officersf in 1770 at Midnapore, Captain 
Forbes, Lieutenants Groodyaf, Rooke, Nun, Burke, and Bateman, 
attached to tho battalion of pergunnah sepoys. This number was 
two in excess of those for whom accommodation was available. An 
application was therefore made by Mr. Yansittart to Mr. Cartier for 
permission to build a bungalow or house for the residence of the Wo 
superfluous officers, if tho whole number of six were to remain* It 
is not stated what the result of the application was. 

There were a number of tom-toms attached to each company, and 
tho trumpeters were reduced to one to each grenadier company. J It may 
be thought a fact interesting enough to be told that the average 
amount of the military disbursements in the Midnapore province at 
this time was Rs. 13,300 per mensem. Lieuteuant Goodyar’s battn for # 
February and March amounted to Rs. 23G, and the sepoys' gratuity 
for two months to Rs. 800.§ 

It was established!! as a standing rule to bo observed at the subor¬ 
dinate factories that no servant of the Company, civil or military, or 
any other person whatever residing under their protection, should bo 
permitted to correspond with the officers of the Government, or to pay 
them visits in person, without leave granted them by the Chief of the 
factory, who was aloiie to manage all transactions with the Government 
according to former orders issued from Calcutta. 

From a lottery apparently from the Nabob to the Company, it is scon 
that daks had from of old been stationed from Choonakhali to Jellasore 
to bring now’s from those parts, and tho zemindars, faujdars, and other 
officers of Burdwan and Midnapore, &c., were to supply tho ^aid daks 
with necessaries. 

In September 1764** Mr. Parker Stabley was appointed assistant 
at tho Midnapore factory in the room of Mr. Steers, deceased. 

In November it was saidff that one of the military gentlemen 
understood surgery, and an indent was submitted for iio f runouts 
apparently for his use, “ as the Europeans gave expression to frequent 
complaints.” 

In December 1764JJ an Assistant Engineer was wanted to “oversee ” 
the building of the factory house, the materials for which were all ready. 


♦ From tho Resident to John Cartier, I' a q., dated Midnapore, tlio 6ih February 1770. 

f From th<f Resident to the llon’blo J. Cartier, President And Governor, &c., oi tho Comnnl 
of Fort William, dated Midnapc.ro, <lie 6th January 1770. , 

X From the Resident to Richard Harwell, Hsq., Military Paymaster-General at Port William, 
dated Midnapore, tho 10th April 17705 

§ From J. IViav f to Lii.etti u mt Goody nr, dat'd Midnapore, tho 20th April 1770. 

j| From H. Y:\nsittJirt, J. Spencer, W. Hastings. 1 • Marriott,, II. Wult'i, S. Middh 1 m, and 
R. Leyceater, to Mr. Anselm Beaumont, Resident .it Midnapore, datrd Fort Wdllimu, tho ; lui ll S\ me 
1701. * „ , t , 

* Copy of a h-Hor from the Nabob, dated Fort William, the 3rd. September 17< I. Am:;’ an 
enclosure to a lotU-r from T. Chahum to Mr. Anselm Beaumont, Resident at YidfiupoiO. d »tcd 
Fort William, the 8rd September 17;' l. 

••From II, Viwenfturt, W. H things, 8. Middleton, R L-yrestm end J hu Burden, to 
Mr. Anselm Beauuv-nt, Residr-nt at Midov. ote, <i it* tl Fo.t William. I he 3ul tu.pl -d .r 176-1. 

tf I roiu the Kmidonl t; the Hon * !e H Ynnsittjrt, President and Cove;nor, &c„ oi tho 
COlWeil at Fort William, dat- d Midnrpou;, llu> 3‘Ind November 1701. 

1 X From tho Resident to the iJotWblo J Spencer, l*r« sidcut and Governor of the t .juuutl, 
dated Midnapoio, tho 11 tli December 1764. 
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In March. 1765* * * § •* Mr. Hatley was allowed lls. 100 (Areot) for his 
way charges. 

In Aprilf Mr. Edward Fenwieke was appointed assistant at the 
Midnapore factory. 

From a letter dated tlio loth July 1764, but which ought to be 
1765 apparently, it is seen that Mr. Watts was to join Mr. John 
Francis Lewis Durand at BalasoreJ without loss of time for the execu¬ 
tion of his commission in restoring the French factory at Balasore to 
that gentleman, who had been appointed Commissary for receiving it. 

On the 22nd July 1765§ another Commissary, one Mr. Maxwell, on 
behalf of the English nation, was appointed (apparently "because 
Mr. Watts|| could not conveniently leave his factory owing to press 
of work), and Mr. Watts, from Midinapore, advised Mr. Durand, at 
Balasore, that that gentleman would proceed by water in a day or two 
to Balasore. 

Mr. Watts in 17651) reduced the monthly wages of coolies from 
Vieea Es. 2-13 to 2 Sonat rupees per mensem; but as rice grew dearer 
he said he Avould be obliged at times to make them a small allowance 
on that account. 

The 41 * rains in 1765 were generally heavy and .continued, but for 
about fifteen days in August they were incessant, eo much so that 
the violent torrents from the hills caused the Subarnrekha and Kaasai 
rivers fo overflow their hanks in so extraordinary a manner that the 
oldest men did not remember to have'seen. The country about 
M idnapore was laid under water, and most part of the August crop 
was destroyed, besides several tracts of cultivated land laid waste. 

Weft are informed from the records of the years 1765-1766 that 
there were no accounts at the Midnapore factory relating to the fort 
and buildings “ remaining there” of an older date than November 1763. 

Messrs.# Hatley and Fen wieke were recalled to the presidency at 
the same time that Mr. Watts’ appointment as Chief at Midnapore 
was cancelled, that is in the end of 1765. 

In the year .1766 Clive, Carnac, Yerelst, Sumner, -Marriott, 
Russell, Watts, Aldersey, Kelsall, and others, With the occasional * 
omission of a name or two, used to append their signatures con¬ 
jointly to the letters to Mr. Graham, sometimes styling themselves 
u Your loving friends,” and at other times “Your most obedient 


• * From J. Spoucer, O. S. Playdell, and G. Gray, to H. Walt-?, Eeu., Resident at Miilnapiv, , 

dated tori William, tlm2Ut Match 1705. 

t From-J Spencer, C. S. I'lfiydcU, J. Burdett, and G. Gray, to H. Watts, Eiq., Resident 
a* Midnnpotf;, dated Fort William, the 22nd April 1706 

1 1 rum W. B. Summer, C. S. Playdell, Iv. LoyceWer,*and G. Gray, to II. Watts, Esq., 
.Uuiduit i Midmipr.-iv, dated Fort William, tli*. 1 uth July 1761 (a mistake apparently lor i76f). 

§ From W, 0. Summer, S. I’laydolh R. Boyces . \ .i Burdett, and G« Gray, tu 
H. V nttp, Ktjq., Resident at M: inopore, dat' d Fort William, the 22nd July 1765. 

I] From II. Walt j to J. F. L. Durand, Esq., at Balasore, dated Midnapore, the 2 It it July 
1705. 

% From FI. 1 to the llon’We J. Spencer, P>. sideut a d Governor, <£c., oi the Founeil 
of Fort William, dated Midnapore, t i»e 10th January 1765. 

•* From the IF jideut ro William B. Sumarr, Esq., &c., Council of Fort William, dated 
Midnapore, the 2 l*t Augntit. 1705. 

ft From i(. Walts to the Hoq'bln Robert Lord Olive, Preadout and Govornor, ao., Council 
ol Fori William, dulod Midnatiaie, the IHth November l/Ho. 

( j I /or I mi ( ilVi U illi t.'u !i. vu'.itu c. I r«rne «u»d H !.«• • Hugh Wal l», 

Ecq. p liiUvd Foil William, tho 7th October 1766. 








humble servants,”* or “Your most obedient servants.” An indivi¬ 
dual writer generally subscribed himself “ Your humble servant.” 
or “ Your most obedient servant,” or “ Your most obedient humble 
servant.” It is not clear in what cases the subscription “ Your loving 
friends” was preferred to the more modern style. But in the begin¬ 
ning of all letters ending with the former subscription. Hr. Graham’s 
official designation of Resident at Midnapore is always noted. It is 
generally omitted in the case of letters having the latter subscription. 
It is presumed, though on very imperfect data, that where Mr. Graham 
was addressed purely with regard to a matter affecting tbo good 
government of the country, the subscription “Your loving friends ” was 
adopted; w r here arrangements with regard to private trading or private 
business were discussed, the other styles were more frequently used. 
It is certain that both styles wero in use at the same time. 

Sornef five years previous to the time Mr. Graham was stationed 
in Midnapore, he had been Resident at Burdwan, whoa ho and 
Mr. Sumner settled the Burdwan province after a scene of great labour 
and application. The very advantageous revenue of Rs. 32,50,000 
was settled, although it was only the first year of possession. How¬ 
ever, with a desire to free the Company from all attendant expenses, 
and to realize the aforementioned sum to thorn clear revenue, addi¬ 
tional proposals had been made to the Burdwan Raja to defray the 
expenses of the Resident and servants, who might be employed on tin* 
part of the Company, as well as of Collectors, should they have been 
found necessary to send into the Afferent pergunnahs. The Raja assent¬ 
ed, and in this light the allowances made by him had been received both 
by Mr. Sumner and Mr. Graham, and the Company were through the 
whole course of the year put to no kind of expense. W hen this 
circumstance became known to tbo Company they saidj :— “ The making 
our servants dependent on the Rajah for their allowances is in itself a 
dishonour to, and quite inconsistent with, the nature of our service; nor 
can we look on it in any other light than depriving the Company of a 
great sum from their revenues, for if the Rajah had not paid this 
vast sum to our servants he might and ought to have paid so much 
addition to the annual revenue for his provinoe.” Therefore the pay¬ 
ment so mado since the transfer of the provinoe td the Comp am w as 
ordered to he refunded. Mr. Graham explained that the allowances in 
question were not mado in the light of gratification on account ot private 
expenses alone, as the Hon’ble Company thought whenthey^ ordered 
them to be retrenched. Mr. Graham had received^ for bis share 
Rs. 7,100 in eight months, and he objected to the refund, because it 
had not exceeded the charge he was at. A considerable detachment 
had been kept at Burdwan several months, and all the officers belong¬ 
ing to it were invited in turn to a public table maintained by 


&r., Gentlemen ui (ho 


* This subscript n was comparat ively rare 

f Fr >m (ho Kcddont to the Right Mon'blo Lord Cliv.\ Piv idi u'. 

St l< et ComioiUet’al Foi t William, (laie^CalrultA, tho 3rd Ootobor 17^). 

T Kitract from the Uon’blo Company’a g< noraJ letur, dated the *.Mth Docimilvr 170m b »» 
warded by covering loiter to Mr. Jehu Gr iliauj, Re-ident at .V idouporOj dated hurt ’.Vititui’i, 
fho lath September 17HO, u gr.. U.'livo, Johu Cnrntu;, and H. Vorulrt. 

# From (ho K« ' i hmt to Aimndov Campbell, Esq., Secretary to t 
William, dn? d JMidn«p*»re f the 7lb er> mb. r 17Uti 


opuro^d 
> the Scloct Commit! 
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:v; March 1765* Mr. Hatley was allowed Its. 100 (Areot) for 

way charges. 

In Aprilf Mr. Edward Fenwicke was appointed assistant at the 


(St 

jrhis 


Miduapore factory. 

From a letter dated the loth July 17G4, but which ought to be 
1765 apparently, it is seen that Mr. Watts was to join Mr* John 
Francis Lewis Durand at BalasoreJ without loss of time for the execu¬ 
tion of his commission in restoring the French factory at Balasore to 
that gentleman, who had been appointed Commissary for receiving it. 
On the 22nd July 1765$ another Commissary, one Mr. Maxwell, on 
behalf of the English nation, was appointed (apparently "because 
Mr. Wattsll could not conveniently leave his factory owing to press 
of work), and Mr. Watts, from Midinapore, advised Mr. Durand, at 
Balasore, that that gentleman would proceed by water in a day or two 


to Balasore. 

Mr. Watts in 1765^f reduced the monthly wages of coolies from 
Vicea Es. 2-13 to 2 Sonat rupees per mensem; but as rice grew dearer 
he said be would be obliged at times to make them a small allowance 
on that account. 

The** rains in 1765 were generally heavy and .continued, but for 
about fifteen days in August they were incessant, so much so that 
the violent torrents from the hills caused the Subarnrekha and Kaasai 
rivers to overflow their banks in so extraordinary a manner that the 
oldest men did not remember to have r seen. The country about 
Miduapore was laid under water, and most part of the August crop 
was destroyed, besides several tracts of cultivated land laid waste. 

Weft are informed from the records of the years 1765-1766 that 
there were no accounts at the Miduapore factory relating to the fort 
and buildings “ remaining there/’ of an older date than November 1763. 

Messrs4 $ Hatley and Fenwicke were recalled to the presidency at 
the bame time that Mr. Watts’ appointment as Chief at Miduapore 
was cancelled, that is in the end of 1/65. 

In the year 1760 Clive, Carnac, Verelst, Sumner, -Marriott, 
Bussell, Watts, Aldersey, Kelsall, and others, With the occasional 
omission of a name or two, used to append their signatures con¬ 
jointly to the letters to Mr. Graham, sometimes styling themselves 
“Your loving friends,” and at other times ‘‘Your most obedient 


# From J. .Spencer, 0. S. Play dell, and G. Gray, to H. Watty, Esq., Residont at Midnapore, 

dated Fort William, thuSUfc March 1766. „ .. 

T From J Spencer, C. S. I'lnydoll, J. Burdeit, and G. Gray, to H. Watts, L?q., R- ident 
a* Midnnporo, dated Fort William, the22nd April 1766 

t Vrum W. B. Summer, C. 8. Playdcll, R. L©yoe*»ter,*and G. Gray, to II. Watts, 
Resident r Midmipnn.-, dated Fort William, tlic- V,fcb July 176* (a mistake apparently 'or l76|). 

§ From W. B. Summer, 8. Playdell, It. Loycesu.r, J Burdi-tt, and G« Grey, tu 
IT. V M<r. nv,., iWi lull at U; '.nopore, dat <\ Ft William, the ::;hid July 176“-. 

I! 1*rum il. WaibtoJ. F. L. Durand, Esq., at Balasore, duc^d Miduapore, tbe 2Uli duly 


•i From U. V- to tin UmPble J. Spencer, Pi.^ident . nd Governor, Ac., of the Council 
of Fort \ . iili&tn, timed Midnapore, \ ne 10th January 1765. 

••From the K indent ro William B. Snoinrr, Esq., &c., Council of Port William, dui• d 
MiTrmpore, tho 2lfel August 1765. 

ft From II. \Y»of- to the Hon'blo Robert Ford Clive, President and Governor. «o.» Loaned 
nt Fort Will lain, dated Miduainitc, tho l«th No^> mbor I7H^ ,, , w 

If Y roll , | 1?l | U lil, .hi It .... m,.: ; .»H H I,«•>.■, ><• ll'U'h Walla, 

Ksq., dated Fort Williaui, Lho 7tb October 176B. 
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servants,”* or “Your most obedient servants.” An indivi¬ 
dual writer generally subscribed liimself “Your humble servant/’ 
or “ Your most obedient servant,” or “ Your most obedient humble 
servant.” It is not clear in what cases the subscription “Your loving 
friends” was preferred to the more modem style. But in the begin¬ 
ning of all letters ending with the former subscription, Mr. Graham’s 
official designation of Resident at Midnapore is always noted. It is 
generally omitted in the case of letters having the latter subscription. 
It is presumed, though on very imperfect data, that where Mr. Graham 
was addressed purely with regard to a matter affecting the good 
government of the country, the subscription “ Your loving friends ” was 
adopted; where arrangements with regard to private trading or private 
business were discussed, the other styles were more frequently used. 
It is certain that both styles wero in use at the same time. 

Somef five years previous to the time Mr. Graham was stationed 
in Midnapore, he had been Resident at Burdwan, when ho and 
Mr. Sumner settled the Burdwan province after a scene of great labour 
and application. The very advantageous revenue of Rs. 32,o0,000 
was settled, although it was only the first year of possession. How¬ 
ever, with a desire to free the Company from all attendant expenses, 
and to realize the aforementioned sum to them a* clear revenue, addi¬ 
tional proposals had been made to the Burdwan Raja to defraj' the 
expenses of the Resident and servants, who might be employed on the 
part of the Company, as -well as of Collector , should they have been 
found necessary to send into the different pergunnahs. The Raja assent¬ 
ed, and in this light the allowances made by him had been received b th 
by Mr. Sumner and Air. Graham, and the Company were through the 
whole course of the year put to no kind of expense. AVhon this 
circumstance became known to the Company they saidj :— “ The making 
our servants dependent on the Rajah for their allowances is in itself a 
dishonour to, and quite inconsistent with, the nature of our service : nor 
can we look on it in any other light than depriving the Company oi a 
great sum from their revonues, for if the Rajah had not paid this 
vast sum to our servants he might and ought to have paid so ranch 
addition to the annual revenue for his province.” Therefore the pay¬ 
ment so mado since the transfer of the province td the Companv was 
ordered to be refunded. Air. Graliam explained that the allowances in 
question were not made in the light of gratification on account of private- 
expenses alone, as the Hon’blc Company thought when they ordered 
them to be retrenched. Mr. Graham had received^ tor his share 
Rs. 7,400 in eight months, and he objected to the refund, because it 
had not exceeded the charge he was at. A considerable detachment 
had been kept at Burdwan several months, and all the officer^ belong¬ 
ing to it were invited in turn to a public table maintained by 




humble 


• This subscription was comparatively rare 

fFrwm On) to the night Hon'blo Lord Olivo, Pro idc-u'., &\. u milkmen J 

Select Committee at Fort William, (Uie'bCalcutta, the 3rd October 1730. 

y I\.\ ract from iL-** Hon*blo Gotnpacv 1 .' genoroJ Nt'.-r, dated the iMHi December I70,ni - 
warded by covering letter to Mr. John, thum, lit ideM at Mitlnttporo v <Utjd Fort U*i • 
»ho lU»h September 1700, u'gaed Clive, John Cwrn.ic, and H, Verolrt. 

f From die iv -i lent io Alexander Campbell, Ksq. f Secretary to the Select Cvutmmeo m V r‘ 
William dnf«d Mh!n*pore, the 7tb ‘November 170b 
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mo. No part of the allowance had been converted to his own 
I>nvote emoluments. The T<:.ja lm<l joiitl Its. 27,070,* out of which 
the allowance to the Commanding Officer and wages to banians had 

amounted to La. 14,0/b, and the pay to cutcherry servants aud otlier 
expenses of llio factory to Es 5,000. 

It appears from the Burdwan casli accounts! that the Chief got 
Es. 15,000 per mensem, the second Es. 1,500, and the third Es. 1,1500 
and the military officer Es. 500,altogether Its. 75,000per annum. In 
lieu of these sums the Company decided that the Chief should receive 
Es. 0,000, the second Es. 1.500, and the third Es. 1,000 for alLchar^ 
and expenses whatever per annum. They said that “these are to be 
the future allowances to the servants who it may be found necessary to 
employ on that service. If any of the servants refuse to refund what we 
deem so unjustly obtained, we order you to dismiss them from our service 
ami they must be sent to England to answer for their conduct to us 

A magazine! was being- built in January 17<57 in the Midnapore 
fort at an estimated cost of Es. 5,200. 1 

When Mr. Georg- Vansitfart was appointed to the charge^ of the 
Mulnapore residency; Mr. Graham wont to Burdwan, in March 1767,|| 
In the same month Mr. John Peiaroe was appointed*! an assistant at 
Mulnapore. Eail\ in the year also Mr. Claud Russell was appointed** 
Collector-General, apparently to perform the same duties as the late 
supervisor. When Lord Clive left town, on the 26th January 1767,ft for 
England, he was succeeded by Mr. Harry Verelst. Mr Graham, the 
Resident of Midnapore, begged leave!! to congratulate Mr. Veralst on 
bis accession to the Government, and to offer Ins warmest wishes for the 
succ( as and prosperity of the Hon’ble Company’s affairs under bis 
admin iteration. 

In May 176?§3 the grenadier companies of the pergunnah battalion 
of sepoys stationed at Midnapore were ordered up to the cantonments 
at Lankipore. 

Tn December 1767|||| Mr. Portsmouth was deputed to make a 
survey of the Midnapore province. 




* Fr m 111'- Resident 4o Alexander Campbell, FNq. % Secretary t., the Select CoDimitloe, 
at Fori William, dated Midnapoiv, the 7th Nuvrmber 17(10. 

■| Fnelosui t forward, (i ith a letter from Olive, Canine, and Verelst, to M r. G rahara, Resilient 
nl Midiaipore, doted Fort Willmm. the IfSth Se ten.ber 1700. 

1 From tlio Resident to the Right. Hon* Me Lord C! v«\ President and Governor, and Gent l ecu in 
of Council at Fort V\ din n. dated .Miilunpnro, the 10l.h January 17r»7. 

From H Wreldr, Richard Smith. Francis Sykes. Claud Rir Wl. ’William Aiders.:?, Thoryuis 
Ft l ill. and Alexander Campbell, to Mr. John G; abaci, Resident ni Mwlnaporo, thiicd FoC. 
WiIIi.-mo, the ‘2nd February 1107. 

j) From John Graham to Claud Russell, I’aq., Colloctoi-Gtaor»l, dated Midnapore, th 2Jtl* 
March 1707. 

i-r.i.n fT Ver. 1 Riel) *vd Smith, Claud Russell, Willinm Aldereoy, Tbotmu Kobmll, Charle. 
Flnj^r, nnd Alinrun 1* r Campbell, t. Mr. John Graham* at Midnapore, dated Fort William, (ho 
fnii \i.m-h j/07. 

** 1‘ r °m ii ^ vrel- ! , ichard Smith, Fran •?< Syl;. Claud RursrJl, William Alderr y, Tliomiei 
L* nil, und AK-xuu.i. :* Campbell, to Mr. John Graham, Resident at Mitfnaporo, dated Fort 
M f r.,rn ? * he 2nd February 1707. 

tt Fr in ll V i ivFt. ti. Smith, Francis Syk ?.i, Ola- > Russell, William Alder?. Th'-mns Kolenll, 
i )d Alexander Campd ll k i , Mr. John Graham, Rcsiderft ut Midnapore. ii Cvdlfon William, »]*© 
Umi Fcbrurry 17t?7. 

Tf ] rom th- l‘c Won to the 1 >n'bi ■ Uany Y.-ielsfc, President and Gorernotv Ac, of the 
Count tl iit Fori William, dated Mhli.',iofe, tin-<Jtli February 17 G 7 . 

! rnm J furry VeruUfc to Georg** Van dtlart, Frrp, dated Fort William, tb HJln M j fV *7. 

I |i From J ' . ’ ;- V ere) at t > Mr. G. V?\nifif.lurR dated Fort William, the Oth Itot'oinbur 1707. 
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Tt may interest the render to know that to all the gentlemen 
writers in the Company’s service tbo following letter was addressed : 

“ Gentlemen,— I am directed by tlio Hon’bio the 1 resident and Council 
to acquaint you that the undermentioned extracts from the proceedings 

of the Committee of Inspection are entirely approved of b.> them, and 

that they expect an implicit obedience be paid to the directions herein 

00 ' lia ‘”ui—With respect to the servants necessary to be kept by a writer 
without a family, the committee are of opinion that he saouM bo 
allowed two and a cook ; one for tlio immediate caio o ^ ^ or to 
.« of his effects, and anoth, 'id him ^hen g ’ &r 

t in the charge of his effects and house m case of sickm 
“ 2nd. —It is recommended that an order be issued that no wi t, 
shall be allowed to keep a home without tlio 

Governor, or ho permitted either ol himself or jointly with oth- 

^ ee P « is further recommended that the writers bo enjoined to 

my. exercised their interfere,,™ . 
strange manner. Mr. Verelst wrote from Belvidere in iSovembei to 
the lie si dent, Mr. Yansittart, in the following terms, t 

“Pir -in consequence of some regulations which have been kM; 

. 

^ho n a } ennsi (1 p ra! lo^i uimbe rsl mil 'have ^eVlaMhoMoi, you will please 

to send them hither under guard.” ,, , M| , 

In Mav 17091: Mr. Vuusitturt was at the seaside at biil.ul. 

.. 

irm Mr r ojhjj cSlti.S!* 

also Militaiy Paymaster. Mr. Yansittart was relieved eaily ml,70,t 


• from Six,con l)roy, Secretary, to OonU.men Writer* iu the Conipar 

ditto,1 1 oft Willi,uu, the oth Nov.itubw I/O, ., iMviJcre the 27th N.«emh.-t IV,7 

! 1 -. 1 " Wi 

Uirk §V!:™ VTJtiu to John Cartier, E*q- 


, th. 27 th November IV,7. . 

„„1 Council lovt Wihum, Uni I 


j proir* imp w -- 

n I'.on John Oar nr. Cle.nl lita-ell. at.J • • ’ tr > 

rt»Sjna M oro,.Ut. i Fort W.lham, th"^tf U ( ‘;n,trl« Flow., U 

*\ iron* Jobii Curt us* C!a»*»i l **- » Wiili.un tin? ti -it P*» »••«*» r i*•>*». 

Mr. O. YwwitUrt, iW-.-nt ni Mutnajiuco dat If duU-t Cfctaitta. «k 

*» jd n , m .UniotJ AleitmlrtT, CVIItfitM-UOnfnrii, 

.tg..f.o.',.i.t;tfct. ... . 1U 1 , to Mr John Pciartv, I',or,Mono' '• '•>' 

From Cluuu KuBaoll, v.oii 4 • ' ' 

MidTiaporc, (' < »'''• ‘ ’■ - 1 - 1 ' Ay,il 17 ' w * 


WWtSTfty, 
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Peiaree, who became Provisional Resident. Mr. Vansittart, 
however, reverted* to his post as Resident in May of the year, and 
was succeeded! in September by Mr. Baber. 

The letter quoted below, addressed to the Resident, shows how 
eager for their personal aggrandizement were the servants of the 
Company, who were in other respects unquestionably honourable. For 
the whole tenor of his conduct would not lead the reader of these 
note - to suspect Mr. Fergusson, tlio conqueror of the jungle mehfds, of 
having been wanting in any of the qualities that become the conscien¬ 
tious and zealous soldier-civilian. “If my remaining in the jungles 
another year should he certain, I should esteem it a favour if you would 
not grant perwaimnlis for cutting wood to pciji black fellows, as if you, 
gentlemen, at Midiiapore choose, or any others who may obtain your 
perwannahs for wood, you will he furnished by me at as reasonable a 
rate as the black fellows cut it; and it is only by something in this 
way, which perhaps you will be good enough to. digest in a plan, that 
1 can foresee any considerable advantage by remaining, which, I am 
convinced, you had in your eye when you proposed my stay here. 
Believe me, always impressed with a due sense of your obligations, to 
bo, sir, your most obliged and obedient humble servant, J. Fergusson. 

In 1767§ head coolies got Rs. 4-8 a month each ; mates 11s. 3-8; 
coolies Rs. 2-8; 100 maunds of chunam cost Rs. 5G ; 30 seers of white 
ehunam cost Re. 1; 1 maund of jagri cost Rs. 4 ; 1 maund of copper 
cost Rs. G7; a head bricklayer cost Rs. 10 a month; a mate Rs 8; a 
bricklayer Rs. 6*4; a sawyer cost Rs. 7; a carpenter Rs. 8; a brazier 
Rs 5; coolies in another place are said to cost 11s. 2 per mensem. Tlio 
expense of the wood-work, however, was all included under the 
carpenters’ and-coolies’ wages. 

In October 1769 Mr. Vansittart reported!) that a considerable 
number of horses, brought chiefly from the northern provinces of 
Hindustan, passed every year for sale by the way of Miduapore into 
he Mnhratta districts. He said,—“ During the Nabob’s government a 
duty (mugra' was collected on the valuation oi‘ the horse, of per 
cent from Mussulman dealers, and 5 per cent, from Hindu dealers. 
Since the cession of Midnapore to the Company the duty had been 
discontinued, although no horses were allowed to pass without dastake 
being first granted.” Ho suggested that a duty of 3 or 4 per cent, 
might indiscriminately be levied upon all dealers, us the Company’s 
revenue would, be increased and no inconvenience would apparently 
result from it. 

In 1770*1 bullocks were hired at the rate of Rs. 9 for each pair per 
mensem 


* i )t >T» Jt.hn Cartier, » lutul KurbqH, Charles Floyer, John IU*wd, IT. Haro. J. JekylH nud 
Tli'jinrut I.ane, to Mr. Cienrge Vaubiltart, Resident at Midnapore, dated Fort William, L ie Oita 
May 1770. 


t 1 

1*'rmn Ed\ 

vitrd Uaber to C laud Russell, V. 

q., Odbcror-General, dated iviiduapore, the 21m 

I'inh 

er 177o. 



I F 

h \ • 

sr^usivjii to Oeoge Vansittart, K 

■ *1., d d< ’ Hidarampor, th*:- M 0lh August. 17(57. 


S To ihn Hmi hie Harry Vurdat, K**q., • idont And Governor, -fee., G iitlcn Hi oi Council, 

dated Midnupuic, tin' tltU March 17h7, from tlio L -id nr. (name no ^i . *n). 

|j p„ Jatiu* Alexander, laud Calr.ntt i. tlio 25Ui October 1700, from tho Id ddout (oatnu 
nrt giwm). 

* l r< ru Mr. Fieorcr to Lieutenant Ooodynr, dated Midnapore, the lilth April 17?c 
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would not be amiss to describe some of the amenities which 
characterized the correspondence, both public and private, that took 
place between officials who lived more than a century ago. 

Jn^ a strictly official lettor to the Collector General the Resident’s 
conclusion proceeds thus*,—“ Mrs. Bepher, I hope, is well. 1 Tbeg mv 
compliments to her, and am, &e.” In an official letter to “the Hoirblo 
John^Cartier, President and Governor, &o., of the Council of Port V/il- 
liam, > Mr. Vansittart, the Resident, wrote, besides touching on oilier 
matters,! “Accept of my congratulations on your accession to the govern¬ 
ment, and believe me, with real esteem.” In a letter addressed by the 
Midnapore Resident to Mi’ John Graham at Hooghly, commencing, Dear 
kir, occur these words!:—“ I have little nows to tell you but that yester¬ 
day, by a letter received from Gan jam, am informed that Colonel Wood 
has paid Captain Lennox, of the Anson , £1,000 for his passage home. The 
flay ho was to embark the Nabob arrested him through the Mayor’s 
P a S odas 45,000. vVood was left without house or furniture, 
and Lennox deplored he would not return him a shilling of the passage- 
money. Hard times for favourites. Adieu. Believe mo very sincerely to 
be yours.” Addressing Lieutenant Goodyar in April, the Resident 
said §: “ T hope you are perfectly recovered from your fever. Messrs. 

Forbes and Bateman are gone to Birkul, and our little doctor sets 
out tliis afternoon.” So that even in those early days it had grown to 
be tho custom for the Residents of Midnapore to look for an escape 
from the hot winds and dust of the station in the coolness and sea- 
breezes of the coast. 

Mr. Peioroe, the Resident, wrote to Mr. Cartier||<“ Hon’ble Sir, 
Lieutenant Rooke being desirous of accompanying Mrs. Rooke to 
Calcutta, where she isrgoing to lie-in, lie has asked my permission, 
ami I hope my granting it will meet with your approbation.” Such a 
subject would scarcely in the present day form the theme of an official 
commnnieation addressed directly the head of tho Government. 

^ # the 30th May 1770 tho Resident wrote to the Governor : — 
Give me leave, sir, to inform you that the Fori William occurrences 
for the month of April have not yet reached this faotory, which 
circumstance! have mentioned to the Town Major in two letters.” 

In * 17/0 the head of the Government is found to write to tho 
Provisional Resident in Midnapore iu the following terms: - ' This will 
bo delivered to you by Mr. Lord, who I have permitted to g<> to Mid- 
impoio for the recovery pf a sum of money due to him from two black 
merchants resident in that province. Without your help I am sensible 
nothing is to be done; therefore I request it in his behalf, should he 
prove the lawfulness of the demand.” 




{J^ni Resident to Richard Beecher, Ken., dated Midnapore, tho 10th .July J7dS. 

17'V 1Ul to the Hon ole Jplm Cartier, dated Miduapore, tho Olh Jana- 

X From the Resident to John Graham, Esq., at Hooghly, dr.vl Midmioor,, tho Urd 
May 1770. * . 

§ From John Pfear™ to Lieutenant Goodvar, dait.i Midnnpon*. the 23rd April ?77‘>. 

11 From the Resident to tho Hou’blo John Cartier, Pro-iici.t, dated Midnapore. tho Kfth 
August 1770. 1 


* T From MY John Picavco, KrMdcnt, to the. I fon'ble John Cartier. 
<u I.. i William, dnti-d Midnapore, tK.- 30th May 1770. 

From John Curlier to Mr. Peiaree, dated hiti J une 177U. 


President and Governor 
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ii the year 1771 were introduced many important changes in the 
machinery appointed for thp transaction of business in the several 
departments.* In a letter written in March 1771 the Government 
said,—“ In conformity to the orders of our Hon’ble employers, we have 
instituted Committees for the control and direction of every depart¬ 
ment of the Company’s affairs in Bengal and Behar. 

“ Under the Committee of Acco.unts is placed all business which 
relates to accounts, and you are in future to transmit to them the 
accounts of your Residency, and to correspond with them* on all such 
matters as regard that branch; and whatever orders they may send 
y >u are punctually to obey and execute in the same manner as if they 
were sent by us. 

“You are to address them as follows:— 

“ To the Hon’bio the President and Members of tho Comptrolling 
Committee of Accounts.” 

Similarly there was formed a Committeof of Commerce, under 
whose superintendence was placed all business relative to the invest¬ 
ment. This Committee was to be addressed as “the Tlou’hlo the 
President and Members of tho Comptrolling Commit tee of Commerce. 
Likewise there, was instituted a Committee of Revenue, under whom 
was placed all business relative to the revenue : and Mr. Baber was to 
correspond in future with this Committee on all such matters as regarded 
that branch. lie was to address them as followsTo the Hon’ble 
the President and Members of the Comptrolling Committee of 
Revenue.” The§ creation of this Committee naturally entailed the 
abolition of the offico of the Collector-General. 

In || 1773 there was a Council of Revenue, consisting of a President 
and Members; and it is presumed that this Council and the Committee 
alluded to above were one and tho same body, for the style otjiddrc.^, 

“ Commit lee wf Revenue, disappears from tho records of 1/ 73, there . 
being apparently only one isolated instance^ in that year wlieio it was 
UF od? There was also a Board of ftevenue,** but it is not known what 
functions were performed by it independently of those, centred in 
the Committer or Council. It is likely that this Hoard was the khalsa, 
with a Superintendent, who was Mr.* John Graham in August 1773,ft 
succeeded by Mr. VansittariJJ ‘in November 1773, vho was succeeded 
l>y Mr. Law roll in 1774.§§ The khalsa supervised the proceedings of 

* John Cartier, Charles Floy or. »d H. iJ.trp, to Air. Edward Baber, lie-idem at Midrni- 

pore dot* 'i Fort Williiitu, the 14th March 1771. „ , 

t Fioin Join: Cirtier. 'i iCvl-ull, ChwleH Hover, ami J -bu Roed, to Mr. fcdwaui Baber, 

Resided at Midnnporu, dated Fort William, the Mth March 1771. 

X J rom John C: vi • r, Thomas Kolsall, Charles Moyer, and John Rood, to Mr. kdward Baber, 
Kudduut at Midnapore, dated Fort William, the 14th Mmob 1771. , , 

§ Mo. (ja, from Claud Kosvll, Collector bicinral, to Mr Ld ward Baber, Kumdout ».t l«u- , 
pore, dated Calcutta, the 4th March 1771. . . „ , ,, , .. 

Mom Edward Baber ’ <> the IWtdo Warren Hantin^ Ks*., 1 resident imd j •’niber.. ol 
the Conti-.‘d ,f RvVi'iiMc, dated Miduupore. the2nd January 1773. . . , . 

f From ti e Resident to the lWbl • the President mid the rostyf the Menibci - of Uie 
roinntroliimf CominiUf'o oi’ Revenue, dated Midnapore, the loth M«rdi 177J. 

From Samuel L wt* to William Aldei.*;. Kaip, mid Members ut the Hoard of Revum',, 

lO^Julm Grab n, ^upeiii.temlent ol 'he Kind 13 .mud -dtdni*. 

i J Il l’ll' j?Muniri V >0 Geo, Y..-r Mart, Kiq., Supcrililnideni of Hus KhuMo d.dul Mtdou- 

]H n V^From SnmufdYt V/ i.o Jam* l.awr. 11, h>q ■ > opermicudout of the KhaKMat©l Midnnporc, 
the I till January 1774. 
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Collectors of districts. There* * * § was also a Board of Inspection, compos¬ 
ed of President, and Members,! who looked after factory accounts, fort 
buildings &c. Mr. William AlderseyJ used to be addressed iu 1773 
ris Controller of Investments. This gentleman had officiated for 
sometime (luring the year as head of the Governments during Mr. 
Hastings’ absence from the presidency. In 1773|J there was also formed 
at the presidency a Board of Customs, consisting of John Graham as 
.1 resident, and Messrs. Stuart, Palk, Lloyd, Baber as members. 
Before 1 !) the close of 1773, it was directed that letters which had been 
hitherto addressed to the Committee of Commerce were in future to 
be addressed td the President and Council. On the cover of the 
letters was to be noted the service they were on by the word 
“ Investment.” 

I he student of history will know that Mr. Warren Hastings 
succeeded Mr. Cartier** as the head of the Government on the 13th 
April 1772. His proper title of Governor-General, however, does not 
seem to have been promptly familiarized to the various officials in the 
interior who had occasion to address him. He was still styled 
" President and Governor of Council. ” Mr. Baber, in writing to the 
Couneiltt in April 1772 (in reply to the letter by which Messrs!" Warren 
Hastings, Aldersey, Daores, Lane, Barvell, Lawroll, Goodwin, and 
Graham, acquainted him that the Hon’blo John Cartier, Esq., having 
resigned the Government of the Presidency, was, agreeably to the 
appointment of the Hon’blo the Court of Directors, succeeded therein 
by the Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Esq.,) said,—“ I have been honoured 
by the receipt of your letter dated the 13th instant, aquainting me with 
Mr. Hastings’ accession to the government, on which event 1 beg leave 
toofformy sincere congratulations and best wishes that his adminis¬ 
tration may be attend d with happiness and successfulness. ’’ 

Mr. Baber was directed^ to repair to the presidency, and was 
succeeded by Samuel Lewis in May 1773, about the time when Residents 
began to be called Collectors, though not with completo uniformiiy. 
On relieving Mr. Baber, Mr Lowing reported having received charge 
of the factory and colleotorship. * 




* From S.iimicl Lewis to the Hon’ble tiio President nnd Memb m of tin JBi ,ird of 
1 aspect ich, dated Midnipu.o. the 1st November 177 ». 

t b rojn iSaniJ'td Lewis to tlie Hon’ble tl;*.- 1 -ssidont and M onihors of tL- Board <*i Inspecti< u 
dated Miduapvic. tho 9th July 1773. 

X From ^uunol Lewis t» William Aldersey, Ksq.,- Controller of invcttineuta, dup-d 
Midnapore, tlie 21th December’1773. 

§ Prom Xm.uel Lewis to William Aldersey, Ksq., dated Midniiporo, the ]Pth Julv 1773. 

|j Prom Warren Hastings. William Alb- P. AI. Due. is, 1 • Jntio, K. 

James Lawrell, H. Goodwin, John Graham, W. Lambert, and Georfro Vaiisirtnrt, to Mr. Edward 
Baber, Collectof Midnnppre, dated Port William, tho 30tli March 177.s. 

Prom Warren BWingd, it. Barker, William Aide-! ..'. i\ M. Dactc-., Jam. Ti.wrrll 
H. Goodwill. John Graham, nnd Gooyo Van. -Dart, to Mr, Samuel Lewis, Kesid.mt at Mi.limror* 
dated Fori William* the "5th November 1773 

** From Warren Haating-y Wiilinm Aldersoy, f. M. Pnert Tbonnin I.aao. RMmrd BanvMl 
Jam> Law re 11, H. Goodwin, and John Gtabam, to Mr. Edward Labor. Resident m Al i.lur.i c' 
dated Fort illinin. tin* 13fh April 17.2. 

tf From tho Uouidynt to tho Hon’bl WYmroh Hastings, Esq., President n <d th verr r, Ac,, 
GcnMemon of Council, rjuiod Mid nap ore. tlie ljjth April 177:’. 

.i X i 'om WarveTi Hm A *s f V-bjuu- Aider.-, y, P. U. Du,r's J dU1 „ lauvrcll, II. Go i-v-g.’ 

se Van it F 1 .«rd Bub • i • - 

pure, dnti ,i Fort William, (ho Kith Uurcl 

Fi 'm Sunuirl i > i - tli. it /bid War *o H-i (in 1.. , Pro ddeni ami Govern >r, A, 
du< if Mn.uiiijKro, II ■ M r, 1773. 
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Two years previous Mr. Baber had been informed by the Govern¬ 
ment of the limitation of his allowances. They said*—“ In compliance 
with the orders of the Hon’ble the Court of Directors, we have resolved 
on a reduction of the allowances granted to our Residents of Burdwan, 
Miduapore, and Maldah; and we do hereby direot that in future the 
allowances granted to you as Resident at Midnapore be fixed at the 
sum of 1,800 Sicca rupees per annum ; this regulation to take place on the 
first day’of April next ensuing,” that is, 1st April 1771. 

A description of the Collector’s establishment as fixed in 1773 may 
not be deemed uninteresting. As stated already,! the Collector’s 
allowances were-Rs. 100 per mensem ; his two assistants got Rs. 400 ; t 
Udainarain, the dewan daftar, got Rs. 350, the naib Rs. 60, karkun 
Rs. 30, muharrirs Rs. 100, munshis Rs. 100, vakil at Calcutta tts. 50— 
total Rs. 690. The dewan daftar at Jellaspre, Biprapraaaud, naib dewan, 
got Rs. 175, karkun Rs. 30, muharrirs Rs. 50, vakil at Calcutta Rs. 30, 
two muTisbia Rs. 50—total Rs. 335. In the bakshi’s daftar two muharrirs 
got lts. 30, one sirkar Its. 10—total Rs. 40. In the khazanchi’s daftar 
one cash-keeper got Rs. 25, two tahwiidars Rs 40, five muharrirs Rs. 75, 
twopoddaxs Its. 20—total Its. 160. .For contingencies, Bengal paper, ink, 
and wax, there were allowed Rs. 50, oil Rs. 40, wax candles Rs. 30, mats, 
&c\, Rs. 10—total Rs. 130. One nazir got Rs. 30, three naibs Rs. 22, 
thirty-two peons Rs. 128, one thanadar. at Jellasore Rs. 20, four daftris 
Rs. 13, five watermen Rs. 11, one kotwal Rs. 15, four mehtars Rs. 7, 
one mashalchi Kb. 3-8, three farhashes Rs. 9, chief’s servants, o.c., got 
Rs. 150—total Rs. 408-8. Separate charges for the western jungles 
and Bhelorachar pergunnah were, for thana Janpur, one telisildar 
Rs. 30, one thanadar Rs. 20, two muharrirs Rs. 18, one jemadar 
Its. 6-total Rs. 74. For thana Balarampur one thanadar Its. 20, 
one naib at Satna (Chhatna) Rs. 15, one muharrir Rs. 12, one jemadar 
its, 6—total Rs. 53. For Bhelorachar one telisildar Rs. 15, muharrir 
Its. 10—total Rs. 25. The expenses of the faujdari adalat were limited 
to Rs. 375 per mensem, and those of the dewani adalat to Rs. 65 per 
mensem. + The Collector was to disburse the amount in future under the 
head of charges collections thus,—Faujdari adalat Rs. 375, dewani 
adalat Rs. 65, no detail of the expenditure being given in the records 

It appears that the establishment of servants for the collections in 
Midnapore was formed from the ono framed by the Council of Revenue** 
for Khhiiaghur, a few deviations only being made. A separate 
establishment of tehsiklars .aud other servants tor the western jungles 
•was deemed requisite on account of the distance they were, and the 
nature of the inhabitants, who were said to be a mere set of freebooters ; 
and If there were not. some person to remain amongst them on the part 
of the Collector, they would not pay a rupee of their rents. As 


* from John Cartier, Thomas Koleall, Cbarha Floycr, John Recti, ami H. Hove, t Mr. 
IMw.trrl Hater, Rr lidcnt at Midn&roro, dated Fort William, the 18th March 17/1. , 

f J* nelop.uro to >\ letter from Warren William Mersey, l M. Onci e; , J n 

Harwell John (irahntu. Vi) I mm Lambert, and Georgo Vamitto’ t, to Mr. Samuel Lewi*, holla: or 
ni Miduapore. dated Fort W'iJIjam, tho 4th Mot 17/3. 

t JRcrcntu ]> pa,’tmenf .—From Warren l(n un^.;. William Aldtwr, 1* M. Dacrea, 1 bourn? 
JUnOf B. ( (hem, John Of ahum, William punWt, and George Vauttttart, to onniuei 
l.eww,I oIIccUm of Midiiapor", rlnt'-i Fort William, tho l**t June 177.1. . . , 

From Kdward Ualmr t. the Hon'hie Warren 11 noting®. Prurient, , Member of (U* 
Council of 1 •vonwe, dated Midnapore, the 2nd January 1773 
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Bheloracliar was a pergunnah situated on the western side of the 
Subamroklia amidst the Maharattas, it was therefore necessary that 
somebody on the part of the Collector should be there. 

In 1772 it had been decided* that no charges for hedgerows or 
boats, or other specific articles, were to be allowed .in future for the 
travelling expenses of Company’s servants; a fixed simi was substituted 
in lieu of them. The allowances wore adjusted from “ calculate 99 of 
the rate of boat-hire, the number of boats required, batta to servants 
to and from tho different places, together with their respective distances 
and situation. A few instances may be cited. Burdwan was said to be 
£0 miles distant from the presidency, Midnapore GO miles: a Resident 
for travelling to either of these places got Arcot Rs. 200, an assistant 
Es. 100. Maldanvas said to be 200 miles, and they got, Rs. 600 and 
Rs. 250 respectively. Chittagong was said to be 285 miles, a chief, not of 
Council, got Rs. 900 for going there; members of Council at the factory 
got Rs. .700 ; assistants Rs. 350. Dacca was said to be 250 miles; a chief, 
not of Council, and the others got fts. 800-, Rs. 600, Rs. 300 respectively 
for going there. The servants sent down to Hijli for tho despatch of 
ships to Europe and other occasional services were allowed batta at the 
rate of Rs. 12 per diem tor a junior merchant or factor, and for a writer 
at the rate of Rs. 6 per diem. The following rates were fixed upon for 
the travelling expenses of the several Collectors or others who might be 
employed occasionally at any of the places mentioned. To or from 
Jessore, which was said to bo; 70 miles, Collectors got Rs. 200, assistants 
got Rs. 100. To or from Beerbhooin, said to be 90 miles, they got Rs. 200 
and Rs. 100 respectively. To or from Nuddea, said to be 54 miles, they 
got Rs. 200 and Rs. 100 respectively. To or from Comercolly, said to 
bo 140 miles, they got Rs. 400 and Rs. 150 respectively. To or from 
Purneak and Rungpore, also Bkagulpore, said to be 260 and 265 miles 
respectively, a member of the Board employed on any occasional services, 
supposing that he required two assistants, was allowed at the rate of 
Rs. 1,000 per mensem in lieu of every expense whatever. In 1773 the 
Board of Inspection decided! that the following rates should bo made 
applicable to members of Council w’ho were by the Company’s orders 
appointed to hold the chiefships of the subordinate factories. To or 
from the durbar the President got Arcot Rs. 1,000 ; tour from Dacca a 
chief, heiug a member of Council, drew Rs. 2,000; to or from Chitta¬ 
gong: Rs. 2,500, and so on. 

Tho present opportunity seems a suitable one to explain tho limits 
of expenditure in other departments which the Government thought jit 
to introduce about this period. Midnapore factory was said to differ 
very much from the Residences of Collectors.! Ever since the Company 
had a fort and factory in Midnapore there was an establishment of 
artificers and 720 coolies, who wore constantly employed about the 
buildings the Company had there, and in carrying the cloths of the 

* ttwrd of cticr*. - Extinct «>•' rho piocco.tiiis-3 o' thu Hoar! of Inspection, dnti.l IDlli 
May 177ii, forwarded with n lotto: fmm William Alciorsoj . P. M. Dacrr-H. Thom. « Lane. Uidmul 
Bar veil. II. tioodwin, and X bu Graham, to Mr. Samuel Lewis, Ke-idmu r»t Mnlunporo, dat' d 
Fur* William, tin? 1st July 1773. 

f Extinct from iho proceedings of tho Board of InapeutioDj dated 1st July 1773. fov warded tn 
tho Boflideni oi Midnapore -n fh.' 1st July 177• i. 

1 i -r»r , Urn Uuidui’ to the 1 km 'bit: Warren I'a-linno rrtuideW. &£,, l Vu ileum n of 
the Council of Bovenm-, dated Midnapore, the 4lb January 177-5. 
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investment and the treasure which were sent to Calcutta via Gangakhali, 
ns also in clearing the grounds* and roads about the factory and forts 
and through tho jungle, which would otherwise have been" choked up 
in a few months. The Government prohibited! any charges for new 
buildings and repairs without previous sanction, and wished to curtail 
the large expenditure on account of -the entertainment of coolies and 
artificers, who cost about Rs. 1,800 per menseib. Mr. Baber said that 
extreme inconvenience would bo caused if they were dismissed, because 
when occasion required they would not be available, as all the 
tolerable artificers and most of the coolies would repair for employment 
to Calcutta; the rest would spread themselves over" the tho country to 
the same end; that without pressing and distressing ryots by taking 
them from their own work coolies could not be had. *1)clay also would 
ensue in getting them together. As to artificers, it would be necessary 
to send for them to Caloutta. It. was hoped, however, that a considerable 
reduction in .the number of coolies employed would take place before 
the rains set in. 1 heir total dismissal, and the abolition of the permanent 
establishment that ba$ hitherto been entertained, were deprecated as 
fraught with the greatest inconvenience. 

In July 1778+ the number of coolies to be employed was reduced, 
and the charges of repairs at. Midnapore were henceforward restricted 
to Bs. (j00 per mensem, iu full of workmens wages, coolies, stores, 
sirkars’ allowances, and every other expense. 

In June 1778,§ as the indulgence of surgeons granted to the several 
collectorships was found to resull in a very heavy expense to the 
Company, the Government came to tho resolution "that they should 
receive only their established pay, and he allowed no contingencies 
whatever. Such medicines as were wanted were to be purchased at 
their own expense by the Collectors, at whose application the surgeon 
had been appointed; any articles that were not so procurable were to ho 
indented for from the presidency. Tho Resident in reply said,) that ho 
would take particular care that no expense accrued to tho Company on 
his account oy the surgeon fixed at liis Residency. A Mr. Cunningham 
was appointed surgeon in the room of Mr. Gardiner in March 1778.11 
Finally, in March 17<4, the Load of the Government wroto 
personally to the Resident the following letter, which necessitated still 
further reductions in the expenditure of the Midnapore establishment,^ 
“The Council having lately formed some regulations for regulating 

— f 1 ' '■ ■ — 

* Revenue Deparfment .— From Warren Hast! tvs, H. darker. William Alderney, and Thomas 
Lams to Mi. Kdwai.l BaW, Kcsident nt Mi.In a* ore, dated Fort William, the 6th February 177,3. 

. 1 K\ .. i ).Vu . !•> tin- Hon hl> Warren Hastings, Vr^iueut, &c., of tlio Con : 1 
of ft emus dated Midnapore, tho ldtli February 1773. 

t L { -wi >J' hi ion .—Jffrlract of the |-r c dings of the Beard of Inspection, dated 5s.b Jmv 
for warded vtiHi a ! *ter from William Aid y. 1* M. Ltacrp.i, Thomua Lone, .and J.hn 
Lridmiii. t'i Mr. Samuel Lovis, Ucmloit at. Midi, ipore, dated Fort William ’hr* 5th J.-lv 177V 

§ Li - iU :.. J{, venue J)ep irttn-nt .—From Warren Hr, ing . V. iliinm Aldcrsoy, KM. Harrc*. 

L < Soodwm, John CLdham, and George Vomritturt, to Mr. Samu-A Lewi*, Collector of Midnapore, 
dated tort Wilburn, the lf»tli Juno 1773. 

|l Frotn Samuel hr.vT:^ to tho fion’hh Wnrren Itruiings, President, Ac.. Membcta of flm 
Coimril of P* vobue, due I Midnunoro, Hie 124 th .June 1773. 

IF From tViirroii Hutting#, Willinui Abhrsoy, F. M. Il:ior«o ( Thoroux Lime, .1 Luwrell, 
ll ti... iwiii, John it lian. Wilinm Lau.I.ort, and (leorgo Vansutart, to Mr. Kdwiird Haber, 
Bowdout at Midnnpme, di’t( d Fort William, ihoSdth March 1773 * 

■*'“ From Wan n 1 i s iuu to Samuel Lewis, B«|., Kv.odeutut .' idm:pore, dated Fort William 
the 7th March 177*1. 
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and limiting all military expenses, such of the general orders as aro 
transmitted to you by the Town Major you will be pleased implicitly 
and punctually to obey. I am led particularly to address you on 
this subject, as I observe that the military expenses and extra charges 
run'the highest at all the factories and residencies where sepoys are 
stationed, and that in particular they are unlimited and extravagant 
at Midnapore. In looking over the military disbursements of your 
Residency, I find the Company charged with a deputy commissary of 
stores, who is a commissioned officer, a conductor, and a magazine 
sergeant; I find also pay and allowances charged for a military 
paymaster to pay one single battalion of sepoys, an allowance to the 
surgeon for attending the sepoys above the pay of his station, with a 
train of contingencies in these several departments; a numerous 
establishment of lasoars and artificers, irreguftir charges for draught 
and carriage bullocks, which ought to have been furnished and paid 
by the contractor, and an unauthorized demand for building canton¬ 
ments, without any permission having been previously obtained for 
incurring such an expense. I positively direct that all the above 
charges shall bo struck off immediately on the receipt of this letter; 
that Lieutenant Bolton shall bo ordered to' join his brigade, and the 
sergeants employed as conductor and magazine sergeant sent up to the 
presidency, if they do not belong to any particular corps, which in this 
case they must be ordered to join. The‘stores you will take care of 
without this unnecessary expense, and I enjoin 3-011 to be careful in 
future to prevent every unauthorized and extravagant charge, whether 
for contingencies or under the pretence of allowances.”* The la-scam 
and artificers formerly attached to the several divisions of pergunnah 
sepoys,'and continued on pay at the factories at Patna, Muradbog, 
Burdwan, Midnapore, Dacca, and Chittagong, were dismissed, and no 
further charges incurred under that head after the 31st March 1774 
were to be allowed. 

The subject of retrenchments may be dismissed with a notice which 
perhaps may not be uninteresting to junior Civil Servants of the present 
day.f “ The Board remarking that a considerably amount is allowed 
.monthly for the stipends of inunshees to instruct junior servants of the 
Company in the knowledge of .the Persian language, to prevent the mis 
application of this indulgence, and to ensure the purpose intended by it-* - 

Resolved that these allowances do cease eutirebv from the 30th 
of this month, and that none be hereafter renewed but such as shall 
be ordered by the President in consequence of fresh applications; and 
to such only as he shall judge entitled to them cither by a heart y 
disposition to apply to tho study of the Persian language, or by 
producing proof of their having already obtained a proficiency in it ; 
and that it be declared that those v bo shall make a considerable 
progress in this language shall be recommend -d to tho notice of the 
of the Court of Directors.” 


* Knelosure to a Jett.v from the Town Unjor to tl.o Resident At Midnwvo. dn •) tuh 
Maivh 1774. ' 

t Swim f/nr/vrfiVw.—prcici.v.ling« nf tho itnard of In region, dun.i ‘M i 
.'• ul 1771, forwarded with :i lettfv from W ren Hasting. U’iHunu Alder-ey. 1*. M. I mcw*. 

u I. ivroll, II. noodwm, John Graham George Vamditurt. Xiclmhu (iraaber. t,. Mi. S.m.uii 
Wk It- . \ nr at M'duiiuore, <hb\\ Jbort William, the 9J*‘ A^Ml 1771. 






In December 1771 it was reported that the fort at Midnapore 
was in a very bad condition, and was in want of 4 a thorough repair* ; the 
beams and bargars of the godowns had all gone to decay, and would 
have to bo entirely changed,’ consequently, the terrace of the ramparts 
would have to bo taken up and new laid. It was estimated that not 
less than Its. 15,000 would have to be expended in repairs. The 
godowns were* the Company’s only warehouse in Midnapore. 
Accordingly, Mr. Penmau, the Deputy Civil Architect, was ordered! to 
proceed immediately to Midnapore to examine the state of the Jort 
and to prepare an estimate. In accordance with this requisition 
Mr. Penman submitted! an estimate, amounting to 13,500 Arcot rupees, 
4 to repair the godowns or ramparts as they were before with beams, 
burgurs and terras, together with rebuilding part of the cross walls 
that have given way ^liich supported the beams.” Mr, Baber was 
immediately to commence the repair. It seems thoro was a dry ditoh§ 
to the fort in which wore palisades, the fort being tenable only 
against horse. These palisades required repairs,|| and they had to be 
carried round the fort, being fixed or sunk three feet in a brick • wall 
eighteen inches thick, within the ditch or covert way of the fort ; 
they had also to bo laid over with a fixture of tar, dammer, and 
mustard oil, which appeared to be necessary for the preservation of 
the timbers. By the month of June 1772 the reparation^ -of tho 
ramparts was eutirely completed, but thirty or forty barrels of tar 
were required for tho palisades and beams to prevent the attacks of 
white ants. There was a slight excess of Its. 190 in tho expenditure 
over the sanctioned estimate of 13,500 Arcot rupees. Forty barrels** 
of tar were ordered to be forwarded to Midnapore. 

On the subject of buildings and repairs the following circular was 
promulgated in the end of the yearft :—“ In order to prevent the 
superfluous disbursements for buildings in the several districts under the 
management of the Collectors, we now direct that you do not in future 
make any charges whatever for new buildings or repairs in your district 
without previously advising us of the necessity of such expenses.” 

In exemplification of the relations which subsisted in 1771 
between the Company and its employes, it has been deemed proper to 
give in this place an extract from a letter from the Hou’ble tho Court 
of Directors, dated the 10th April 17714! 


• l cm Edward Haber to fctut Hon’ble John Cartier, Esq., President and Governor, &c. } 
of 11 if: Council, dated Midiiaporj, the 2nd December 1771. 

t Vino John Cartier. Samuel Middleton, Willem Aldersey, and Joseph JekylJ. I/* 
Mr I’d . ird Hnboe, Kusidenr at Midnapore, dated Fort Wd’inm, the 3rd JVeomber 1771. 

X Fv >tm John Cartier, Samuel Middleton, William \Mt.r* v, l J . M. Dacm*. Thomas Lun<\ .*.< 
Mr. hido ml Haber, Resident at Midnapore, dotted Fort William, the 13th Jnnuory 1772. 

8 Fr,.i » Edward Baber to tho Uon’ble John Cart* r. President uud Governor, «&j., 
Gcntfrruen of C uuoil (d • ’• not given). 

|| From D. I annum. Deputy Ci\ il ArchY • . o the Hon'blo John Curlier, President 
nml Governin'. dan-d Fort VVUlianj. tho llth Mnroh 1772. 

*1 Ff u tho E .idrnt to the Ifon'blo Warren Hustings, Preeidont and Governor t 
OPTi l -iii' ii/l L’otinnl, dnt»d MMuapore. ?hr '25th Juno 1772. 

*• From William A Mersey, Richard fjinvoll, do mas Hnrfiu I’.Ti-i H. Gdnriwin, to Mr. Enwavi 
Haber, Bevident at MidimponJ, duto^i Fort William, tin 2nd luiy . 772. 

ft Cirri do*, IDtnmuo Department. — F.'-in Win* >n Hastjng-s, Robert Barker, VViUi-im 
AlJorsev and Thomas L ine, to Mr. Edward Halier, Ueeidont nt Midtiapn<o, •! ited Fort W r il iam, tho 
7tb November 1772. 

XT Extract of a letter from tlu 'lou'hk the Court of Director •, dated tlio 10th April 1771. 
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Para. 85.—“To remedy several defects in the engagements which 
have been formerly entered into with us by our servants both civil 
and military, and by surgeons, free merchants, free mariners, and others 
that are now or may hereafter be employed by the Company, or 
permitted to reside in India under our license and protection, wo leave 
thought proper (with the advice of our standing counsel and solicitor), 
to add some clauses to the covenants usually ontered into by the 
civil and military servants and free merchants, in order to restrain 
them from assisting foreign Companies, or supplying country powers 
with warlike stores; and to prevent them from remaining in India 
beyond a time limited, after proper notice given them to depart. 

86 . “ With the same view we have thought it necessary that all sur¬ 
geons and free mariners should enter into covenants with the Company, 
nearly to the like effect as the restrictive clauses above mentioned. 

87. “ But that all our civil and military servants and surgeons, 
or assistant surgeons, as likewise free merchants and free mariners, 
now in India, may be put upon an equality in their covenant engage¬ 
ments with the Company, with those who shall go from England this 
season or hereafter, we now send you by the ship Cokbrook such a 
number of covonauts as upon a calculation made we deem sufficient to 
be entered into by the persons under the above descriptions that may 
be employed in, or reside at, or under our presidency of Bengal upon 
the receipt of these advices. And it is our positive order and direction 
that each of the above described persons be, as soon after the Cole- 
hrooke’s arrival as convenient, required to sign one of the said covenants 
according to the rank and station he may be in; and should any 
person refuse a compliance with this our efrder, if he is in our service, 
he must be dismissed therefrom and sent home, or if under our protec¬ 
tion, such protection is to be withdrawn from him, and the poison so 
refusing to be sent to England. 

88 . “In the above paragraph you will observe wo have directed 
one covenant to be executed by each person, whioh covenant, alter 
being executed and witnessed by two persons, as to the sealing and 
delivery by the party, and one person as to the covenanter having 
previously read the same, must be forwarded to us by the first 
conveyance after execution; and upon our receiving the same, and 
security being giveu by two persons hero in the undermentioned 

set against the respective stations, we shall transmit a counterpart of 
each covenaut, with the Company’s seal affixed thereto, which counter¬ 
part you must duly deliver to the parties concerned; and here it is 
needful to observe that you must enjoin each person to desire two 
responsible persons in Englund to enter into the above security bonds. 

* The bond for llic Governor is to be in 
Each Councillor 

,, Senior Merchant ... 

„ Junior „ 

„ Factor 
„ Writer 

>t Surgeon or Ansi Pint Surgeon 
,, Free Merchant 
„ Mariner 
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rdingly* a parcel of covenants was transmitted in June 1772, 
to be signed by the Company’s servants and surgeons at Midnapore 
factory. Ally officers and surgeons in the military establishment also 
were required in July 1772 to sign a new set of covenants. The 
Town Major sent them to tho Commanding Officers of Brigades 
and of the several corps composing tho army, who were directed to 
require all the officers who wero under, their command to execute them 
without delay; and all officers and military surgeons were ordered to 
sign the same, to be returned as expeditiously as possible to the Tpwn 
Major of Fort William, that they might be delivered to the Secretary 
anu transmitted to Europe by the first conveyance; and all officers and 
military surgeons were informed that the Directors would, on the receiv¬ 
ing of them, transmit to Bengal counter covenants on the part of the 
Hon’ble Company. 

The* following letter will not prove uninteresting:—“ The Hon’ble 
tlm Court of Directors having been pleased to direct that all the mem¬ 
bers of our Council (the ('kief of the Moorshedabad Council excepted) 
si tall remain at the presidency, they have, in order to compensate for 
the loss they might sustain by being deprived of the advantages of 
t rade which their stations at the subordinates would have given them, 
directed that the Council, though resident in Calcutta, arc to pursue 
and maintain their right to trade in every part of the country, so as 
not to interfere with the Company’s investment, aud the Directors 
empower them to prevent tho out-factories from interrupting their trade 
in any manner under the severest penalties. And they likewise order 
f hat if it is true that tho Chiefs of particular districts have kept the 
whole trade to themselves, it is a monopoly which has their disapproba¬ 
tion, and must be at all events entirely abolished. 

“ We do therefore direct that strict obedience be paid by you to 
these orders of the Court of Directors, and any in fringement of them 
will meet with our highest resentment, as we are determined to main¬ 
tain, pursue, and preserve to all people under our Government a free and 
uninterrupted trade throughout every part of the country. And that 
no person may under pretence of ignorance of these orders venture to 
monopolize any branch of the trade in the district under his charge, or 
throw any impediments in the way of any of their or onr agents, you 
arc to send to every person under your direction the substance of these 
ur orders with the most positive injunctions to obedience.” 

Tn§ March 1771 the 'Resident wrote the following letter to tho 
Collector-General :■—“ The number of merchants who came into this 
province from the adjacent countries to purchase rice increased the 
price so much, and seemed to be of go dangerous a consequence, that I had 
a general complaint preferred to me of the hardship of its being so 
dear at this season, and of the probability of a great scarcity in a 



A 


* From W I7ymp, Secretary, to Mr. Edward Briber, P idont at Midnapore, dated I 1 or 
William, tlifl 18lb Juno 1772. 

f Enclosure to a loiter from Robert Kyd, Town Major, to Edward Baber, Esq. at Mwnnporf 
dated Fort William, the lull JuK, 1772. . 

% From dolm ('• tier to Mr. Edward link., iitcid- ntat Mindnapmo, dated l oit \» dliftni, 
14fch March 1771. 

k Vmn n,Ur ^ fins#il! Kgq, ( Colleclor-Qonoral, du*. 1 MiduaponMhe'/tJi 
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§ From Edward Baber to Gland RoibcII, E 
March 1771. 




short time; hence I made a strict inquiry into the cause of this com¬ 
plaint, and found that what had been alleged by the merchants of this 
province and the other inhabitants was very just, and that much larger 
quantities were carried out of the province than the country could 
afford. I therefore issued an order prohibiting any rice to be pur¬ 
chased that was not to be sold again in the provinces of Midnap ore and 
Jellasore. I am very averse to all interruptions to trade, and think 
that nothing but necessity can justify prohibitions, and the present 
prohibition proceeded entirely from this cause. We havo had a very 
plentiful crop in some parts of the province, but in othors there are 
some heavy losses sustained at the latter end of the rainy season; and 
there are large tracts of land which cannot he cultivated, so that you 
will easily perceive the impossibility of the province affording supplies 
lor its own consumption and for the demands of the great number of 
purchasers. But what is very unreasonable, the purchasers come from 
two provinces, which are famous for grain—Hooghly and Burdwan 
I flatter myself that this measure will meet with your approbation, as 
it was adopted purely from the motive of ease to the inhabitants of 
these provinces. No exception was taken to the "Resident’s proceed¬ 
ings, and so the matter must have been allowed to drop out of notice. 
But in November 1772 the Government itself came to a resolution 
which can be best described in its own words :—“ We* have tliis dav 
cumo to a resolution of taking off all duties ou grain throughout the 
provinces till the first of Bhadun, or 14th of August next, iu ordor to 
promote and encourage the free circulation and export of this article 
during its present remarkable plenty and cheapness. We desire there¬ 
fore that you will make these orders as public as possible throughout 
the districts under your control.” 

li t November 1773 the Government wanted to know the quantity 
of grain in the provinces, as well the produce of former harvests 
remaining in store, as the expectations entertained from the. present 
crop. They* had laid an embargo on the exportation of grain, ftom 
which embargo the trade of the country wns suffering very much, nml 
they wished to remove it unless there should appear an absolute 
necessity for its continuance. The existing average prices of the 
different sorts of grain were also required, and prices-curront were to 
he furnished every month. 

in§ October 1772 Mr. Baber was ordered to make inquiry into all 
straggling Europeans who might either reside, or be only passenger -s 
in tha districts under his charge. He was to stop all such till lie 
received further orders, and ho was to return an account to tlio Boanl 
of such as were provided with proper certificates or passports from the 


* Circular , Revenue Department. —From Warren Hastings, R. Barker, V> 
. »«• ~ sidenfc 1 " ' 


con uaouugo, iv. ..Aiders*#, and 

Thom a -j Loan, to Mr. Edward Baber, Resident at Midnapore, dated Foit Wiiiiam, tho 17'd 
JNovember 1772. t 

f Circular. Severn* Department .Warron Hoistings, R. Barker, W.iKmn Aid. «•>, 
V. M. Docroi. James Lawroll, II. Goodwin, J. Graham, George VanUrtarq to Sir. Samuel Wui, 
Collector of Midnaj ore, dated Fort William, tlio IGlk November 177U. 

t Circulari ill-venue Department .—From Viirrcn Hm tin .William Alilerr. y, r. M. na-.r- ... 
J rimes law nil. H. (I odwm. -T. Graham, and Georp- Vans turt, to V- Scmnel l.ewia, Collect >r 
of Midi»ap'>rft, dated Fort-William, the Huh Ncvembcr 1773. 

( ro.n John Stewart, See clary, to Mr. Kdward liei.-er, Collector of Midu. r •: *, d; ud kvi* 
William, the Kith October 1772. 
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of the Board regarding them was known. In* November 1773 an 
exact list of every European not a covenanted servant of the Company, 
residing within the districts, with an account of his employment, &c., 
was required by Government. 

Ahoutf the year 1773 zemindari chaukis, where tolls were exacted 
on merchandize conveyed from one place to another, wero abolished; 
but the Government did not mean that they should lose, any benefit 
arising from tho abolition, for they disclosed their intention to 
establish now chaukis at convenient places, and with this object in 
view the Board of Customs called upon the Resident for a report. 
They said*—“ You herewith receive a copy of the 1st and 7th reso¬ 
lutions of the Ilon’blo tho President and Council, for future establish¬ 
ment and regulation of the duties of the Government. In consequence 
we desire you will immediately furnish us with a full and distinct 
account of all the gunges within your district, digested into such a form 
as may most clearly elucidate the sources of the revenue arising from 
them, and more especially what portion thcroof comes under the head 
of ground rent and what under the head of duties. 

“ You will also please to transmit ns a statement of the phandees 
dependent on the gunges, prepared in like manner that we may adopt 
the necessary measures for abolishing them without delay, conformable 
to the orders of the Hon’hlo the President in Council. 

“We likewise desire you will inform yourself and acquaint us which 
you think tho most proper place for fixing the chowkies therein 
mentioned in the 7th resolution. Wo further request you will 
transmit u; the mort accurate information you can obtain oi the trade 
which is carried on by the track pointed out in the resolution, or, m 
other word?, we -wish to know from you tho articles of ti rac, their 
quantity and amount, computed to be annually ex ported thn igl* that 
channel.” The§ resolutions referred to were: (1) That all duties, tolls, 
fi cs or ground-rents collected at the gunges shall he collected as usual 
until the Board shall establish such new regulations regarding them as 
they may think necessary. But that all 

grain at the gunges shall be entirely prohibited, and to render thm 
prohibition the more effectual, that all tbe inferior chowkios belonging 
to gunges, known under the denomination of phandees, and at which 
road-duties have hitherto been collected, shall he abolished, and the 
practice which has too frequently prevailed of obliging me. d> ante to 
bring their goods to particular gunges or markets is hcielw ^ 
forbidden under the severest penalties, so that every merchant shad be 
at. iibi r; to curry his merchandize wherever he thinks proper for sale. 
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7. “ That exclusive of these custom-houses there shall be two 

chowkies erected to collect the duty on goods exported to the * * * 

through the passes of the hills bounding Midnapore, Bishnupur, 
Pachet, and Beerbhoom, and another for collecting the duty on the goods 
exported to the northward by the Sonassey merchants, who trade from 
Maldah to the upper parts of Hindoostan; the stations at which these 
chowkies shall bo fixed and the control they are to he under, W ho 
regulated by the Board of Customs. 5 ' The* Resident said that if there 
wore only to be two ohaukis established for controlling the trade 
through the western hills, Rangar, a place in the Behar province, about 
110 kos west, a little northerly from Midnapore, and Jagannathpur, 
about 30 kos north from Midnapore, or 12 kos from Bishnupur, were 
the properest for the purpose; but with these alone it would be 
impossible to prevent a large quantity of goods passing through the 
country 4< due tree,” whereas ohaukis at the following places would 
effectually prevent it, aiid by the difference of the collections make ample 
amends for the additional expense which would bo incurred thereby. 

Manbhoom, distant from Midnapore about ... 32 kos north-westerly, 

Chliatna ... ... ... 40 „ northerly. 

Barahabhuin... ... ... ... 40 „ westerly. 

Patkuru ... ... ... ... 40 „ ditto. 

“ Magamoysoia" ... ... ...46 „ northerly. 

No dustaks were honceforwardt to bo valid or to exempt goods from 
the payment of Government duty. The established* Government custom¬ 
houses were at Calcutta, Ilooghly, Dacca, Moorahedabad, and .Pal mi. 

It is but fail', however, to state that iu the early part of 177the 
ganj duties were placed ou a fair and equitable looting, and tho 
merchants were relieved from all plea of grievance. It was resolved 
bj r the Council of Revenue that no duties of any denomination should 
be levied at the ganjes excepting on goods which were actually there 
sold. Goods passing through the ganjes for sale at other ganjes 
were to ho liable to no demand or hinderanee whatsoever, or if tho 
merchant should, after his goods had been landed at any deter¬ 

mine still to convoy them to another market, he should have a right so 
to do without paying any duty, as he would he subject to the established 
duty at the place of sale. 

In April 1774 the following order!) was issued from tho Revenue 
Department:— 14 We desire you will furnish us with an a count of tho 
revenue received from the collection of rally darry duties‘at the inland 
chowkeys iu the years 1177 and 1176 iu the districts under your charge, 
and also an account of what was received from the collections in hunts 
and gunge.’. In the account of rahydarry duties you will, if possible, 


•From Samuel Lev. 0 t John Graham, lv:q.. President aitti Members of tho Bo-nrA of 
Cncinnit. U.tto.l Mi/lnannw* the 26th MflV 1773. 


■hii j Fort V^iiiiaui, tho l-.h Apnl 1V7-1 
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pguisli the amount levied upon grain and the amount le __ 
other articles. If you transmit us the accounts of the gross 
collections, it will further he necessary that the charges should be 
specified so as to exhibit the net revenue arising from the liver 
chowkevs which have since been abolished, and for which deductions 
have been allowed to the renters.” 

Amongst miscellaneous matters* * * § of minor interest, it may be 
remarked that in February 1771 among the stores required for the use 
of the Midnaporo factory and garrison wcro hour-glasses two, glue 
one maund, tar two barrels, wood-oil five maunds, Europe iron 100 
nuiunds, “ Bunion,” rattans, 20 hales ; sheet copper two maunds, Square 
iron 20 imuUKis ; griudfitoun 1 ; painter’s brushes 12; paiuis {euch as 
vermillion 20 seers, verdigrease 20 seers, Europe blue 1 maund); sail 
needles 100, canvas 20 bolts, “ Poorpatans.” 

In the years 1771-74f tho military disbursements at the factor/ 
during a month amounted on an avorago to 11,000 current rupees. 

The lies 1 dent always wrote to tho hood of tho Government, + 
addressing him by name, when he enclosed the abstract accounts of 
disbursements of the factory for the mouth. 

Die Resident was allowed § one held officer ’b dining tout, and two 
lined sleeping tents. These had become so old that in 1772 new tents were 
required. The Resident said that the touts had been originally furnishod, 
as it was necessary that he should vi.-it. different parts of the provinces. 

In 1773 there was one oompany]| under the command of a Subadar 
stationed at Jeliasore, “the frontier of the province to tho southward.” 
A company had been constantly kopt thoro for many years in order to 
prevent the encroachments of the Maharattas and tho desertion of tlm 
Company’s ryots. 

In the old times officials strangely touched on topics the most 
distinct from one another in one and the same letter. As au example 
might be cited the following^ “ In consequence of your orders I had 
this day the honour to receive from Mr. Baber the charge of this factory 
and colleetorship. As we are in great want of stationery, 1 roquost 
y/m will direct the suh-aocouutanf: to comply with the indent made 
from hence in October last.” 

I n 177‘) Mr. Randolph. Marriott wur stationed in Balasore, as the 
letter quoted below will show.** If is not apparent, however, in what 
capacity lie redded there:—“.Dear Sir,—I am favoured with your letter of 
the 13th, and return you thanks for your congratulation, You may depend 
nothing on my part shall be wanting to the establishment of an amicable 
< orrospoudenco between us. Agreeable to your request I now send you, 


* From J dward Haber to tlu* ilon'hk JolmCtirtiai, Proddout and Governor, &e.,of tL. i .-unni 
al Foit William, dutod Midnaporo, tho 24th February i771 

+ • •< !. Kii'.ford Kabor to the Ilon’bb* the President and the reit of the Mombms of th" Cqmp- 
tn 1 i’.ifr Comiuiiico of Uoveuue, dated MiJnupore, th< dtli dime and l(ith July 1772 

J From the JlcMilent t » tho ilun’blu Waneu Jiaetiugs, Presiduni aud , d»»ud 

Midnaporo, tho Mih May 1 7*3. 

§ F’- tm the Ke-'iJ.ont to the Ilou’Mc Warren Hastings, President and (b.veinor, Ac., 
GcmWumi of doom-il, dated Midiumore, 2 Iri Jimo 1772. 

|j Frvm SftuuK‘1 Ltnvir to th> llen’hlo Warrou- Jiar’.iog'i, President and Govt nor, A.c., 
dateu Midimi uro, tiiM ]2:h jnno 177S. 

51 1: ni S-nnuel .«.•• . o tn tho Hoo’hb* \\ nrrcii Hinting#, rr< iitdciii anu Oov nor, Ac.- 
Oenti .mnp of tli. Konnoil of it.* anno, (toted Mulung'. v. the lflt May 1773. 

v * From .>;» inucl 1 to Unnd ‘'oil 2.: un-. tL) d.i Mill” apart', th 1 - kltii Mu> . M. 
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under tlie escort of a naik and six sepoys, 2,000 Sicca rupees full weight, 
for which I request your bills on the Committee of Revenue.” 

In August* * * § 1773 the country between Midnapore and Oolaberiah 
was under water, and the roads were thereby rendered impassable; troops 
had to march to Calcutta through Burdwau by the Ashrafpur road. 

It had become the custom so early as 1773 to call for a statement 
of the cash balances in the Midnapore treasury on the last day of each 
month. In December 1773f it was stated that the receipts of the past 
month, together with what remained on the 31st October, were«but 
just sufficient to defray the expenses of tho Midnapore factory; and 
there was not any balance in tho treasury on tho last day of Novem¬ 
ber. The balance of cash in tho treasury on the last day of January 
was O. Rs. 48,569-1-94 

In March 1773$} Mr. John Poiarco was appointed to succeed to the 
colleotorship of “ Sircar Saxhun,” and Mr. John Taylor was appointed 
an assistant at Midnapore in his stead. In April 1773 both Mr. 
Samuel Lewis|| and Mr. Edward Baber ”<H wore addressed personally as 
Residents or Collectors of Midnapore, though, as shown above, tho 
former did not succeed the latter till 1st May J773. 

There used to bn two matwas stationed at Gongakhali for tho con¬ 
veyance to and from Calcutta of stores, treasure, &o. In July 1773 the 
Resident was requested,** * * §§ if there were no immediate occasion for (huso 
matwas at Gangakhali, to order them directly to Midnapore to bring 
some deer, which Mr. Baber hud left for the Governor. Mr. Alder soy 
further saidff,—“ There were two other matwas sent to you some tirno 
ago with stores. If these should not yet ho returned, be so good as to order 
{horn also to a. r sist on this occasion” (that is, the conveyance of tho deer). 

There wore six. houses}:}: belonging to tho Company at Midimpore, 
three for the accommodation of the Resident and assistant, and three 
for the officers of the sepoy battalion. 

The following notice^ may possess some intoro?t in tho consider¬ 
ation of the general reader 4 ‘ Notice is hereby given that on Monday, 


• From Samuel Lewi* to John Ratline, F ., d-.fed V. In&pore, tho Oth August 1773. * • 

t From Samuel Lewis to Mr. Richard Johnson, dated Midiiiip-irr, th»; nli ' 'rcmiibr IV 7.1. 

j From Samuel Lewis to Mr. Charles t.Wts, Accountant-Gum to tin) Revenue Depart* 
meat. dated Midnapore, the 0th February 1771. 

§ From Warr*m Hastings, William Aldcrsey, F. M. Dacros, Thomas Lam-, Lvms Liwr. ’l, 
Henry Goodwin, J. Graham, William Lamhe.i, and George Vainnll.irt, to Mr. I.I ward Hnli 
Resident at MidtiftjHTe, dated Fort William, the 20th March 1773. 

}j From Wnwn Hasting*, William AMcrsey, P. M. I Mercs. Jamoa La tv rull, J!. Goodwin, and 
William Lambert, to Mr. Samuel Lewis, U.sidont at Midnapore, dated Fort Wili.nm, the liilh 
April 1773. 

|j F .to J. Graham Robert Palk. and Char) * Lloyd, to Mr. Samuel Lew»«, CJVeior < t Mi.In.’, 
pore, dated Fort William. Hoard of Customs, the 21$r April 1773. 

*! F t ,m W.tn n liosiii William Aldersev, P. M. Diicrvs, Richard Ra.'wcll, Jarnos Fawrcll, 
IF Good win, Graham, VV. Lamhcit. and George Va: sitt&rt, t ■ Mi. L lward Haber, CoF-iur of 
Midpnpore, dated Fort William, thu loth April 1773. 

•i Uiioular, Revonuu Department, from Warrou Huttings, W. AMer/scy, I'. M Daerey. Lav.o, 
Gividvvin, thaJuin, to Mr. Fdward Buber, Collector of Midnapore, dated Fou WiLlmuj, iho : 7 h 
April 1773. . , t „ 

From William Aldersoy to Samuel Lewis, K.sq., Resident at Midnapore, dated r»»rt 
Wflliam, the 0th July 1773. 

ft From W.Iliain Aldorsey to Samuel Le« ; Fsq., Resident at Afidutpoi d..t<d Fust VV 
the 0th July 1773. . , 4 

££ ExlVncl ot tho proceeding; of tho Board of Inspection, datad 6th JuF 177 i, forward, i to 
Mr. Samuel Lewi:. Resident i*f Midnapore. \vi-h ft lolwr trom A iIlium Al l :- y. I M IGeres, 
Thuirni Lane, and »T. Graham, dated F »rfc William, Board of Inspection. dated Mb July 1773. 

§§ Endusure to u letter from T. Baugh, ^ . retafy to Mr. Samuel Lewis, Resident at Midna* 
pore, dated Fort William : the 9lh Dccombor 1773 
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the 17th of January 1774, will bo sold by public outcry, at the old 
play-house, by the Company’s auctioneer, the following houses belonging 
to the Hon’ble Company :— 

“ The house and garden of Dum-Dumma, a largo upper-roomed 
house, part pucka and part cutcha, in good repair, consisting of 
five bed-chambers, two closets, two hack-stairs, a hall, and veranda 
all round it, with a largo staircase. The chambers and closets 
below the same as above. Stabling for six horses and two carnages, 
a range of godowns, a separate cutcha building for a bath, 
another for a billiard-table. A largo garden, part raised, with a very 
fine tank, and surrounded with a ditch and a spot of ground to the 
east, and another to the south without the ditch, containing in all 126 
boegahs and 9 cottahs. 

44 The house and garden of Baraset .—An upper-room house, part 
pucka, port cutcha, contains four bed-chambers, two back-stairs, two 
halls and veranda, and great staircase to the south. A new cutcha 
detached building, consisting of a cook-room, bath-room, and bake¬ 
house, with a stable at some distance from the house, built of- posts 
and a straw chupper, very large and commodious, sufficient for ten 
carriages and four and twenty horses. A garden surrounded with 
railing, and a ditch and a tank, and a very extensive avenue in front, 
which leads to the public road, containing in all about 27 beegahs 
19 cottahs. 

The Old Council House .—A cutcha building in Calcutta, with a 
detached building for a godown, cook-room, &e., and a compound, part 
surrounded with railing, containing 4 beegahs 11 cottahs of ground. 

“ Cutwally .—Situated in the great bazar near the Nabob’s houso. 
Is a small compound with two cutcha buildings, one upper and lower. 

“ The new Foundry .—Situated in Durrumtollah bazar, near a mile 
from the river. Is an oblong plot of ground about 270 feet long and 
90 hi cad, in which there is 109 square feet of pucka building in sheds, 
shops, and furnaces in very good repair, being all built since the year 
1769. The whole is about 2 beegahs of ground. 

• * “ The Magazine yard .—Situated between the street leading from 

tho Government House and the old burying ground, the range of 
godowns belonging to Major R>rtiom on the south side, and the 
garden of the head-surgeon’s house and a house occupied by Captain 
Hog on the north. Is a plot of ground nearly a square of an hundred 
yards, two ados of which are covered with strong sheds in bad repair, 
od near the contre is a circular building of pucka 60 feet diameter, 
which has formerly boon used as a magazine. Then is also iu the plot 
a tank about one hundred foot square, and contains about six beegalis 
and four cottahs of ground, 

“Tit - conditions of the sale for current rupees to be paid two 
months after the day of the sale. 

<c I y order of the Hon’ble the President and Board of Inspect ion. 


Fort Willia.m, 

The 9/A December 17? 3. 


J. Bauoh, 

Secretary , Board of Inspection 


misr/ty 
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APPENDIX No. 1. 

Vide Page 11, Chapter L 

11. That* if any zemindar, talookdar, or cliowdry, shall resist, or cause to be 
resisted, any process, order, rule, or decree which shall at any time issm from the 
Court of Sudder Dewani Adalat, or any Court of Dewani Adalat, on 
proof thereof being made by oath to the satisfaction of the Judge of that Court 
from which such process, order, rule, or decree shall have issued, such Court may 
and shall call on such zemindar to answer to such charge; and if such zemindar, 
talookdar, or cliowdry shall refuse or neglect to make answer to the same, or if 
after answer given and the hearing of such evidences as ho may produce it shall 
be proved to the satisfaction of tho Court that he is guilty of such charge, the 
Court shall award and decree that such zemindar, talookdar, or cliowdry do from 
the time of the decree then made forfeit his zemindari, talookdari, or other lauds 
respectively, and every right and title which he or his heirs may have in or to 
the same; and if any such decree be made in any Court of Dewani Adalat, 
it shall be lawful for such zemindar, talookdar, or chowdry to appeal to tho Sudder 
Dewani Adalat; and if the Sudder Dewani Adalat shall confirm such decree, 
or shall make any original decree against any zemindar, talookdar, or chowdry 
on account of any resistance made or caused to bo made to any process, rule, 
order, or decree of the Sudder Dewani Adalat, the Judgo of tho Sudder 
Dewani Adalat shall, within one month, transmit to the Governor-General and 
Council, such decree with all the proceedings related thereto; and in case any 
zemindar, talookdar, or chowdry against whom such decree shall bo made in any 
Court of Dewani Adalat shall not appeal against the same within tho time limited 
for appeals, then the Court which shall have made such dec roe shall, within one 
month after the expiration of such limited time, transmit to the Govern* r-Gcurral 
and Council the said decree with all the proceedings belonging thereto ; prov Mod 
always that such zemindar, talookdar, or chowdry shall not be ousted or expelled 
from the possession of such zemindari, talookdari, or other lauds except by oi in 
virtue of an order from the Governor-General and Council confirming such decree 
and ordering and directing the manner in which the same shall be carried into 
execution, and to whom ihe possession of such zemindari, talookdiu i, or other lauds 
shall be delivered ; and that it be competent to the Governor-General and Council 
either to order such decree to be executed' or to change or commute such forfeiture 
for any sum of mono}' which the Governor-General and Council shall decree 
adequate to the offence for which a decree had been given. 

15. That the whole charge and expense of the Dewani Adalat be defrayed 
through the Sudder Dewani Adalat under the sanction and authority of the 
Judge of that Court, who is hereby authorized monthly to draw ior. and receive 
from the Klialsa treasury, the amount to be disbursed on this account. 1 bat to 
assist Jio Judge of the Sudder Dewani Adalat in the additional trouble which 
•will devolve upon him. as well in receiving as in accounting tor the several deposit 
fees before mentioned, end the receipts aud disbursements of the charge ami 
exponcc.. of the establishment of the Dewani Acb lals, ho be authoris'd to 
appoint a person to act under his direction as accountant nod treasurer to the 
Sudder Dewani Adalat and the several Courts of Dewani Adalat vvifh a 
salary oj 11s. l.'XX) per month, to be assisted wdh one writer with a salary of 
Iks. 300 per month, and one sircar with a salary of Es. 30 per month .—Rirai to 
Department. 

(A true extract.) 

J. Eai oh, 

BkiMary. 

♦ Extract of the Subsiding Regulation* for the Administration of Civil JiutiVo llmum.hom ihr 
Provmfcca, th ing th< ncioRire ir a letter fruiu U. Audrreon, Nanuiel (,'ivirters. and t, rotten, to 
Mi. John Ptituc*, Collector of Alulnapore, dated Calcutta, the ItUh April 17Bi. 
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APPENDIX No. 2. 

Vide Page 12, Chapter I. 

Having,* in conformity to tlie declared design of the late Government, when, 
as a temporary institution, they established the Provincial Courts, determined 
now to introduce a more permanent system by committing the charge and 
administration of the public revenues of these provinces to a committee composed 
of four covenanted servants of tho Company, to be resident at the presidency, we 
have accordingly resolved to dissolve the Provincial Courts, but that you and the 
other Collectors of the separate districts do continue in your respective stations 
during such time as we may think lit. 

It is therefore our directions that your official correspondence be henceforth 
with this new committee, of which we have appointed Mr. David Anderson 
president, and that you pay tho same attention to their orders as if coming 
immediately from us. 




APPENDIX No. 3. 

Vide Page 12, Chapter I. 

Thet Honorable tho Governor-General and Council having thought proper to 
intrust us with the charge and administration of all the public revenues of these 
provinces, we have this day assembled and entered upon the business of our 
department. 

As the Honorable the Governor-General and Council have also directed that 
the Provincial Councils should be dissolved, and that the chiefs should remain in 
the temporary charge of their respective divisions, we desire you will in future 
correspond with us and transmit us your monthly accounts, according to the 
established regulations. 


APPENDIX No. 4. 


Vide Page 12, Chapter I. 


1. That the Committee of Itevennc, Chiefs, and Collectors, be enjoined to 
observe the utmost regularity in issuing and enforcing their public orders, and to 
make it an invariable rule to take notice of all contempt of, or resistance to, the 
orders issued by them, and punish the persons proved guilty of such offences in 
such a ic nimer as may not affect the health, life, or limbs of the offenders. 

2. That in all cases where the zemindars or landholders are proved on 
satisfactory evidence taken on oath to have resisted any written process directed 
to tin m. ihey be required, by public advertisement affixed at the head cuteherrv 
of the district, and at the place where they reside, to appear to answer to the 
complaint witbiD a sufficient spf. ifiod time under penalty of confiscation of their 
lauds, and that in default of appearance their lands be actually confiscated, and 
be not restored to them without the express permission of the Hon’blc tlm 
Governor-General and Council, who have reserved to themselves the right of 
mitigating the sentence. 

3. That it has been represented to the Board that the zemindars m many 
parts of the country are suspected of conniving at robberies and murders, or 
being parties concerned in such offences, notwithstanding the public regulations 
by which they are bound to pr serve tho peace of the country within the limits 
oi tlieir respective jurisdictions; tho committee, chiefs, and Cm 1 lectori, bo author¬ 
ized. on information given, or on .veil-grounded and general suspicions, fo rnu u- 
such zemindars to be apprehended, and on their apprehension to publish adver- 
iisemenU giving notice thereof, and requiring all persons who have been robnecl 
within i hob* respective zemindaries to appear and give evidence thereo*. and m 


• Cirexdnr .— From Wnrron Ib stu z-i and Edw^d Wheler to Mr, John Pnorco, Collector of 
Mulnnpnn- uml .).‘linn, t, dated Od) ! *1. nary 1781, Fort V\ illiam. . c , c , , 

t Circular.- Krora tho Commit loo of Itevcnuo, oo ieting of 1). Artdoruon, * onnhiy're, o&tnuol 
Cbmand c‘, i rofh t, to John Pei h roo, E$q., Collector of MidiuqKJre, dated 20*n robmary 1781, 

. aUu r • by tho II -n‘ble tho Governor- f!e v ral and Council, dated U'lh Auguat 

788 . 










case evidence should be produced, that the zemindars be forthwith delivered 
over to the Foujdari Courts to take their trial, blit in case no witness should 
appear against them, that the zemindars apprehended bo released either with or 
without security, as circumstances may warrant. 

4. That wherever a zemindar is proved guilty of having abetted, practised, 
or connived at robberies or murders, none of bis family be permitted to succeed 
to the zemindari without the express permission of this Board. 

5. The Board, desirous to prevent the effusion of blood at the same time 
*hat it shall bo necessary to maintain the obedience which is due to its authority, 
direct that in every case where it can be done, a regular summons bo sarved on 
the person or persons against whom any force shall be detached, or otherwise 
notified to them, requiring their immediate attendance or such other submission 
as the nature of the case may require, and warning them of the consequences 
of their disobedience. But if the case should be of such a nature as will m*t 
admit of this precaution, as in the case of previous and declared contumacy, 
or of intended surprise, if, after such summons, direct resistance be made with 
arms against the detachment, it shall be in such cases (which must be as 
specially described as possible) directed to make use of actual force and put 
to death all such persons as shall continue in arms against it; and in every such 
instance special care must be taken to cause the leader or instigator of the sedition 
to be apprehended and brought to public justice, either by immediate pursuit 
or proclamation of reward for those who shall be the instruments of his apprehen¬ 
sion, and denunciation of punishment of those who shall abet or conceal linn. 


APPENDIX No. 5. 

Vide Page 15, Chapter I. 

Two cutcherries of justice to be established in each district, the Dewani 
lalat and the Foujdari Adalat. 

2. Possessions, inheritances, weddings, casts, debts, disputed accounts, 
trade, partnerships, hire, to be decided by the Dewani Adalat, but its authority 
not to extend to the inheritances of zemindars and talook dars ; their rights to 
bo determined by the Governor and Council. Murders, thefts, forgeries, perjuries, 
adulteries, all manner of crimes deserving death, and all violences and broils, to 
come under the cognizance of the Foujdari Adalat. 

3. The English Collector to sit in the Dewani Adalat with the Dewan and 
other officers of the cutchcrry on Mondays and Thursdays, and on other days if 
necessary, and no disputes to be settled but in the public cutchcrry. 

4. A cauzy and mufty and two moulvies to bo chosen to sit id the Foujdari 
Adalat to explain the laws and determine according thereto how far the criminal 
is punishable; but the Collector is so far to interpose ns to be careful that w itnesses 
be produced and examined, and impartial decisions made according to the evidence. 
Nothing to be examined or determined but in the public cutchcrry. 

5 Two similar cutcherries to be established in the capital, Calcutta, one t>> 
be called the Sadder Dewani Adalat, and the other the Nizam at Dewuni 
Adalat. 

6. Appeals from themofussil Dewani Adalats to be received in the Suddcr 
Dewani Adalat. Three ger,. omen of Council to compose a bench, bat as many 
to sit as may choose it. The Dewan of the Khalsu, the principal cahoongos, and 
the other officers of the cutcherry, to abend. 

7- A daroga on tho part of the Nazim, the head cauzy and mufty, and 
thn e moulvies. to sit in the Niznmut Adalat and revise the proceeding.* of tho 
Foujdari Adalats. Their confirmation .is necessary in capital ca oe. i'h y will 
prepare the sentences for tho Nizam’s orders, which being passed will be issued 
in the mofussil. The Governor and Council t^» interpose in this Adalat in the 
same manner as the Collectors in tho mofussil Foujdari Adalms. 

8. A separate dewani and foujdari cu«cherry to be established in Calcutta 
on the same plan as th so in the mofussil, each to bo superintended by a gentle¬ 
man of Council in rotation. 


r R^ulaiiuni of tin* Council com e;nin< th« Aduiiniitration ol Jtnlice baud .mioiijfat ibv 
record)* of '78o uud ligiKid J. .Secretary. 
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0. The Collectors must be always ready to receive petitions, and for the 
greater convenience of the petitioners a box to be placed at the door of the 
cutcherry, into which they may put their petitions when they please. The 
Collector to keep the key, and on cutcherry days to take out those petitions and 
have them read by the arz-beghy. 

10. Witnesses to be summoned from the farmers’ districts agreeably to the 
9th order of the former regulations, but people who aro concerned in the revenue 
not to he summoned in Baudun, Ausin, Augun, and Poos, unless in cases where an 
immediate examination is necessary. 

11. Disputes not exceeding the value of Rs. 10 to be finally decided by the 

head renter of the prrgunnah. . . 

12. Thp complainant s petition to be read and registered ; the defendant to 
be called upon for an answer by a fixed time; his answer to be read and 
registered ; the parties to be heard by word of mouth ; witnesses to be called if 
necessary ; and then a decision to be made. If the defendant evades or delays 
riving in his answer, the cause to he decided against him. 

13 . Complete copies of all the judicial proceedings to bo kept in the 
cutcherry. Copies of tho decrees signed and sealed by the Collector to be 
given gratis to the parties. Complete copies of rhe proceedings to be sent twice 
a montii through the Governor and Council to the Sudder Dewani Adnlat. 

14. The Collector to keep an abstract of the proceedings in English, 
specifying the names of tho plaintiff and defendant, the substance of the dispute 
and of the decision, tho dates of the receipt of tho petition and of the decision ; 
and this abstract also to be forwarded twice a month to the Sudder Dewani 
Adalat. 

15. Ho dispute to be heard of above twelvo years. Persons who, through 
litigiousness, leave one cutcherry and go to another must bo punished or fined. 

1G. The chout, dussutha, patchootra, and all other customs on money 
recovered, itlauc on the decisions, and all kinds of heavy and unauthorized fines 
to be totally and for over abolished. . 

17. The Courts of Justice may punish litigiousness and evasions by fin 
not exceeding Rs. 5, and inflict corporal punishments not exceeding 20 st-roL 
with a rattan. 

18. Old debts to be caused to be paid by a kistbundee without interest. 
The following rates of interest to be in future observed in the settling of debts, 
whether before or since incurred, viz.— 

On sums not exceeding Rs. 100 .Rs. 3-2 per month. 

On sums above Rs. 100 ... ... ... ... » 2 ,, 

Compound interest arising from adjusting tbe account within the time not to be 
admitted. If the interest bargained for in a bond should be more than the rates 
aboveuientioned, it shall be excused altogether. If the regulation shall be 
attempted to be evaded by any kind of deduction from the principal, the whole 
i trill bo forfeited: half shall go to the Government and half to the debtor. 

19. All bonds to be signed and sealed in the presence of two w itnesses. 

20. Creditors must not of themselves exercise an authority over their 
debtors, but must apply for redress to the cutcherry. 

21. In disputes of houses, land, limits, and such other matters as require a 

local investigation* an ameen should bo appointed with the consent of the parlies. 
If they cannot agree upon the same person, let one be appointed on behalf of 
cof h, and tho Collector will decide after examining the sooruihnul of each. Tho 
Collector to limit the time and the expense which is to bo defrayed by the party 
that is cast. , . 

22. In disputed accounts, &c., the Collector to advise the parties to eboo^o 

arbitrators, and their decision will bo as valid as that of the Dewani Adalat. He 
must, also endeavour to persuade creditable people to become arbitrators, but 
must not force anybody. "They must not tuke any fees. , 

23. Inheritances, marriages, cartes, and other religious matters o >o 
invariably decided according to the Mussulman la.vs where Mu*- omut jtie con¬ 
cerned. and according to rhe Shuster where Hindoos are concerned. t he 
MouIvies and Brahmin* arc in these cases to give a written declaration ol tim law. 

24 . Jumatf“rs not ^eroding U«. 600 the decreos of tue inofms. Dew am 
Adalat are to bo final. In mailers exceeding that sum an appeal may be mado to 
the Sudder Adalat. 
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25. The officers of the cuteherry fo give to the person whoso right is 
proved either a reasonable fixed sum in lieu of charges, or the full amount of 
them by an examination of his demand. 

26. Those who appeal to tho Sudder Adalat through a spirit of litigious¬ 
ness shall be punished at the discretion of the Court, by being made to pay 
considerable charges to the defendant for his trouble and expense. 

27. Complete proceedings to be kept in the Foujdari Adalat; copies to be 
sent twice a month through the Council to the Nizanmt and Sudder Adalat, and 
copies of capital cases to be sent besides immediately at the conclusion of the trial. 

28. The Collectors to keep an English abstract of the proceedings, specifying 

the name of the criminal, tho accusation, and tho sentence, and to transmit copies 
twice a month. # ^ y 

29. The mofussil foujdari courts may fine, imprison, employ *011 the roads, 
and inflict corporal punishments, but not put to death.. Capital cases must bo 
referred to the Sudder, and thence to tho Nazim, as mentioned in the 7th instant. 

30. Fines to be imposed for slight offences in cases in which op account of 
the rank, caste, or employment of the offenders corporal punishment would not be 
proper, but more than Its. 100 must not be collected without the confirmation of 
the Sudder, to which the circumstances must be referred. 

31. The confiscation of the effects of criminals punished with death must 
be determined by the Sudder Nizamut Adalat, for which purpose a list of the 
effects must be transmitted with the trial. 

32. The collecting cf the foujdari hazy jumma having been forbidden, 
olfenees in this respect are to bo tried by the Foujdari Adalat, but no further 
punishment to be inflicted than stripes or imprisonment, or a recompense to the 
oppressed. 

33. Cauzies and mufties having been granted wages by the Government 
are in future to attest papers and to perform their oifiecs at weddings, S:c.. v Ab¬ 
out fees, but they may receive any presents which may be voluntarily given them. 
If any one should break this regulation, he must be dismissed with ignominy. 

34. As the office for regulating weights lias of late fallen into disuse, 
it is in future to be executed by two naibs of the cauzy and inufty, who will 
for this purpose be appointed in each adalat; and these are to be so stationed by 
the Collectors that the ryots* may not have above a day's journey to get *0 them. 

35. Dncoits to be carried to their own village to undergo their punishment, 
their families to be made slaves, and the inhabitants of the village to he fined. 

36. Thanadara and pykes who neglect their duty to be dismissed or 
fined; and those who exert themselves in protecting the villages and .s fixing 
robbers, &c., to be recompensed by money or land or some other reward. 

37. The Collectors to hry before the Committee of Circuit any other 
regulations they may judge useful in their districts ; particularly they are to fix 
the fees of peons and pykes employed in tho two courts, and establish such rates 
and penalties that none of them may take any other gratuities from the parties. 

27 th September 1785. _ 


APPENDIX No. 6. 

Vide Page 16, Chapter /. 

The Eight Honorable the Governor-General in Council having this day fixed* 
the rate of commission to ho allowed to yon and all the ether collectors in 
addition to your salaries, T am commanded by the Board to communicate their 
sentiments and resolutions to you in a particular address. 

The income which is now annexed to your station is liberal, and such as, 
whh a prudent economy, ought to provide a fund for your necessary expenses as 
well as a recompense for your services; to furnish supplies for heedless extra 
vagance is wliat no Government can nor ought to do. It is with particular satis¬ 
faction that the Eight Hon’ble tho G-yernor-General in Council h.s j .-.-;ed re so¬ 
lutions removing every temptation to infringe tho e obligation*, which y urduiv 
to the Company and the prescriptions of the law have equally imposed, and t’ 
observance ol which ii is his Lordship's fixed determination invariably to eu force. 

* Pram John Duncan, Secretary to tho Council Chamber, Rovonuo Depart incut, to John 
Peiurco, Collector of MFoupore, dated tho IB!l» Tuly 1/87. 
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__ he very extensive influence which you derive from your different offices 
of Collector, Judge, and Magistrate affords you the opportunity of widely 
promoting the public good and the Company's advantage; and this consideration 
alone will, he trusts, have the same influence upon your conduct with the most 
solemn restrictions or minute regulations. An abuse of this power, either actual 
or by connivance on your part, will be productive of consequences highly preju¬ 
dicial to the Company and to the country. Eeward has now been annexed to 
responsibility, and no occasion, it is to be presumed, will ever occur to render the 
infliction of the penalties attending a breach of it necessary. 

By the public regulations you are restricted from the exercise of any trade, 
either directly or indirectly; but the general prosperity of the provinces requires 
that the internal trade should receive from you all the eneouragemont and 
protection yoif can give it. You are not from this to understand that any individual, 
eit her European or native, is to avail himself either of your name or influence for 
the assistance of his private commerce. This would indeed be a perversion of 
the orders of Government; and your own character requires the utmost caution on 
your part that no person really or apparently connected with you should desire 
any influence from such a connection to the advantage of his own concerns and to 
the prejudice of the trade in general, which must be a natural consequence of it. 
The Eight Honorable the Governor-General in Council has indeed particularly 
directed me to signify to you that he shall deem any Collector unfit for the 
office he holds who should prove unable to prevent the operation of the influence 
of his station in favour of those connected with him. The trade of a country 
can no longer prosper than whilst the protection of Government is generally 
bestow ed upon all concerned in it, and in this sense the orders of the Board 
must be received and understood. The spirit of this order further implies the 
necessity on your part of punishing, as far as the powers vested in you 
admit, any infringement of it, either in the persons in office under you or 
connected with you; and if any attempt should be made either by persons 
under this description or others, whom you do not suppose yourself author¬ 
ized to coerce or punish, your duty requires you to state the circumstances 
to the Governor-General in Council, that the interposition of his authority may 
correct the evils which your own pow r er is incompetent to redress. 

And finally, I am directed to inform you, with respect to the regulations in 
general presented for your conduct, that your continuance in office will depend 
upon :< due observance of them, and that the approbation of the Board will be 
freely bestowed wherever it is merited. 


AFPENDIN No. I. 

Vide Page 28, Chapter II. 

A comparative statement of the Relative Annual Value of the Hon 9 hie 
Company 9 s possessions and those of the Mahrattas. 

Went side of the Suburnrckhn. belonging to the Cbmpany. 


Pergnnnahs, &c. 


Nvni-.issaun, &c 
pore 

<ilifltfllU ... 


in thnna Jun- 


Tbana Patten had . 1 

Ohur Fnllaratah ... 

„ Bnrdeah . 

Roybunnenh. 

Jfinpottr. »lc., eight villages, Havil- 
Ihj .Jclitiaoru 

Belornulumr ... ... 


Zemindars, &c. 
Chakla Midnapore. 

Rajabunie, Rogonaut Byon 

J agarnauth .Dhur. 

Chakl <s <JvI laser e, 

^ Gory Bullub Roy ... 

Portaub Nora in Chovvdry, Ac. 
Jugut thorn Chowdhry, 

Total 


Tnshkis 

jumma. 

Rs. 

6.000 

4,( ) 00 


Relative 

value. 

Ro. 

10,000 

7,00 0 


1,009 1,700 


GOO 

2,010 

18.681 


♦ £76 

4,600* 

Oft .1,75 


* it ir> t/i olierved that thi* avenue numot he mUiscd during the disputes botw^n tko 
Muh.ubliuxyo Rajah and the r.» nindora of Brlonuthour. 
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East sido of the Suburarekhn, belonging to the Maliraltas. 


Pergunnahs, &c. 


Bogray 


Caumerda 


Pataspore . 

Shawbunder, 12 annas 


Zemindars, See. Tashkis 

jiimma. 

Rs. 

.. . Bridjoo Kishore Chowdry, Talook* 

dare .. .. 

f Maun Govind Chowdry . 

I Ootchevanundund Chowdry ... 

...<{ Bridjoonundund Chowdry ... ^ 0,800 

| Brkhoo Kishore Chowdry, See.. 

I Talookdars . J 

{ Briifyoo Kishore Chowdry . S 

Ram Narain Chowdry, &c., Ta- > 23,80*4 
lookdars ... ... * . ) 


J Kishen Churn Roy 
Ram Churn Putloic, &c., Talook- 
dare . 

Kismut Lapoo, villageDekooak ... Cunguram Chowdry 
Ditto Ootcrauary... Kishcn Churn Chowdry 

Dcpah, Keerchund, Ac., 35 villages Ootchevauundund Chowdry 
Duecun Dumboor village ... Ragonat Buyon 

Neccra Marra village . Ditto 

Binnapore, Ac. Ditto 

Ulserpore. Ditto 




2,000 

160 

160 

300 

20 

20 

140 

20 


Total 


Jellahobb, 

Th« 2nd August 17S2. 


Relative 

value. 

Rs. 


13,600 


40,000 


6,600 

300 

200 

COO 

00 

150 

1,000 

50 


38,801 75,860 

T. Chollet. 


APPENDIX No. II. 
Vide Page 28, Chapter II. 


I have received your favour of thel4tli instant,* enclosing a duplicate of 
yours of the 7th May. Mv long residence at Calcutta during the latter period 
was tho cause of my not having given you the information then. 

Of tho hinds belonging to the Company lying on the western side of the rive r 
Suburnrekha, and beginning at its southern extremity, are Cauntipaul. thirteen 
villages or mojaus belonging to the pergunuah of Lamporcbour, which pergunnah 
les about the spot called Ripley in Major Rennel’s map. The hustabood jumuia 
or mojoodaud ol the thirteen villages is about three thousand rupees; there is no 
distinct sudder jumma of these villages, which, with the rest of the pergmmah, 
belong principally to Asaram Chowdry. 

Belonging to the pergunnah of dellasore arc four small villages in the west 
of the Suburnrekha belonging to tiie Jellasore Chowdrv, and “affording him 
n mojoodaud pf about Rs 300. These and the aforomc o tinned thirteen village- 
lie southerly of Bilorachar, a pergunnah wholly situated on the western side of 
<he Subunut'kha, nearly opposite to Jellasore Raimi in Kennel's map by Davy, 
Multanny, Rajegaut, 1 and # therein mentioned, are villager belonging to * * 
east to west about four knss, and from north to south about five * and belongs 
to two zemindars. Jugul Churn and Buefanund Anuntram, Onnoongoe Vehiyty, 
ond Sevocram, a talookdar. The medium tashkis for the last ten year w as 
Rs. 1,802, but for the present year the tashkis is Rs. 2,019. The mojoodaud, 
or mofusail hustabood juinma, may be about Rs. 0,000. 

TbanaPuttcabad, about ukoss north-west of Jellasore and about a koss north 
of the boundary of Biloriehar. It V on the western side of the river, and 
consists of three ghurs. or country forts, their dependencies viz. Fulhotn, 
Durdea, and Roybnnnea, the lav w hereof is only put down by Kennel. tho 
medium tashkis for ton ye firs was Rs. 90b and for the present year is Re. 1.002. 
Gorvbullub Roy, brother to the Sudder Canoongo of Jellasora, with npifoinOvl 
remindnv by Mr. Georg 1 Vausiltart about 1708. The mojoodaud may be about 
Rs. 2.600. 


4 Frmn fho (Jollertnr to Mr. DuhOim, Fiop.iror of Rttpmts to th- KcV'.mw Dopin' :rnl, •’utrJ 
Midaapor* th«j 24tb August* 1782. 
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_ yabussaun is one of the pergunnahs in the western jungles forming the 
thana Janpore ; the Mohurbhunge Rajah is the zemindar. It is situated partly on 
the west and partly on the cast of the river; the extent, about three toss cast 
to west, and about six from north to south, is very woody. The medium tashkis 
for the last years was Ks. 5,324, and for the present year is Its. 5,293. The 
mojoodaud jumma, agreeably to the papers delivered to my tokedar by the 
Rajah’s naib, was Ks. 6,015. arising from Deomrar, Gopaulnapore. &c., 35 viilages 
on the south-west side of the river, and from Janporc, &c., 21 villages ,qu the 
north-cast side, the former share valued at Rs. 3,252 and the latter Rs. 2,763. Rut 
I should suppose the hustabood jumma altogether about Rs. 10,000. Still further 
north are the pergunnahs of Gliatsila and Barabhum ; the former is called 
Dalboom in Kennel's, and belonging to Juggarnath Dhal, the zemindar, whose 
present tashkis is mocurrer, or fixed at Rs. 4,000. The country from Narsingarh 
to Ilaldipukhur on the west of the river, and from Coarjeah to Allyapudna, is 
extensive, but of little value on account of the hills and thick jungles. 

Respecting the Mahratta lands on the east side of the river there is in the 
centre of our districts a large pergunnah called Pataspore in Kennel's map by 
Rury The lands are very fine and rich * * ; the extent from north to south is 
about four koss, and about three from east to west. Birjoo Kishoro is the 
zemindar, whose tashkis is about Rs. 3,500 * * *; the mojoodaud or hustabood 
jumma may be about Rs. 7,00O* ; is surrounded by the Company’s pergunnahs of 
both Midnapore and Jellasore cliakla. 

On the southern extremity of the Suburnrekha lie the two pergunnahs of 
Bog ay and Camraerdau, about six koss south-east o ‘ Jellasore, adjoining to our 
pergunnahs of Kakrachar and Bireool. Moisepore in Kennel’s is a village in 
Oammerdau. The extent of these pergunnahs from east to west is about two 
koss and from north to south about three koss. There is niuch jungle here; the 
revenue about Rs. * * payable at Balasore. The mojoodaud may be about 
Rs. 8,600. The whole is on the east side of the rivet. The estimated hustabood 
value of the Company’s lands as above being only about Rs. 17,200 on the western 
side of the river, and of the Mahratta lands on the eastern side about Rs. 78,000, 

Accompanying, sir, I beg leave to send you a copy of my former inquiries 
into the claims made by the Mohurbhunge Rajah upon some lands in the 
pergunnah of Biloru’har. 


APPENDIX No. 4, | 

Vide Page 34, Chapter II. 

SQUBAH OF ORISSA. 

The* chakla of Midnapore, bounded on the cast and north by the districts 
of Ilidjollee, Burdwan, Bisuonpore, and Padiete, iu Bengal; on the south and 
west partly by the sea of Balasore, bur chiefly by the river Suburnrekha, which 
empties itself there near Piphy, and from the western hills separates the whole 
click]?* mtho.- quarters from the zemindari of Mohurbhunge, dependent entirely 
on Cuttack, except for an inconsiderable tribute to the Company on account of two 
or t! r*‘o pergunnahs beyond the described limits. It contains 0,102 Brit i.sh squnre 
miles in ail its dimensions of jungly or cultivated plains in 56 pergunnahs 
composing the remainder of ####•■* 

CI11CARS. 

1. G .nlpara, consisting altogether originally of mrhals 28 rated.6,83.218, 

from whicli had been dismembered the pergunnahs of Tundock, Bugree, Raipore, 
tnd Sool.mji, or a dependency of Chatna 4 -127784 remains to Midnapore 21 rated 

6,66,138. , , L ,,« 4l 

2. Jellasore. originally of 22 uiehals. a,, already .staled, but with »lio 
dismemberments of Mcorgoda, Pa.aspore, <fec., *o Hidjullee and Balaeore, 
reduced with other deductions to wli >le and broken porgunnuhs 18—3,00,507. 


* lv traot ft,im an fin. lv«if. of thfi finanef*fl of Bengal, Ac., rklirorc’l into the High! Uon’blo 
iLe Rou-mor-G uncoil in Council, Secret I’rpartaumi, vu th» 30th Juuo 1787. 
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disadvantageous circumstances as that of ground, <fec., I have been revolving in 
my mind hew to lessen this evil as much as the service will admit of. * * * 

A poor .fellow with a gun-shot wound I took the freedom of advising to 
go to Midnapore for assistance. This I did from political as well as charitable 
motives, to convince those people as well of our humanity as of the various advan¬ 
tages which accrue from an intercourse with us. .My people 

having this day represented to me that as 1 leave this and they along with me, that 
a careful person was necessary in the style of tannadar. I accordingly'have 
constituted a tannadar, and* nobisinda Bui ram pore this day out oi unundnm 

Dass’s retinue to collect the rents, Ac., in my absence. I hope tins stop is not 
improper. This lat ter part I wrote with my Council beside me, though I am sorry to 
say that in the transactions of so polite a court a few barbarous expressions should 
be interspersed, such as pagan, nobisinda, &c. You will overlook, I hope, this little 
vein of gaiety, as it gives me much spirits to have hitherto acted so satisiactoiiJy to 
the person I am so desirous to please, and that, too, in the course of my public duty, 
that I can’t contain myself entirely. However, as my success has been totally owing 
to the fullness and propriety of your instructions and advices, T shall particu¬ 
larly make it my business to adhere to them as the only circumstance^ in which 
I can challenge to myself any merit on the occasion. * * * Offering ray 
best wishes and respect to Mrs. Graham and children, and compliments to the 
gentlemen, I always am, with real esteem and regard, 

Dear sir, your earnest well-wisher and servant, 

John Feeoiisson. 


Camp near Suphur, February 2 2nd, 17G7. 

Dear Sib, 

* * * I informed you in my last of the Suphur, Amcynuggur, and 
Mb.au Boroon zemindars having sent people to make submission in tlicir n.mio at 
Buiramporo; these people 1 dismissed with paun td their respective masters. 
# * * On our arrival at Ghoorcapara the zemindar paid us a very good 

attendance ; but next day, on our arriving at Hildnbunneo, whither he wont with 
us, be took a French leave of sans ccrcmonie. 

At Ghoorcapara arrived our peons from Cluitna with a letter ironi the 
zemindars, complaining heavily of five companies of sepoys who are eucai iped iti 
h,, neighbourhood, saying ho cannot possibilv milcurrow or bundhu.c :urrj-' while 
they are there, as his people have nil icft their houses and gone into the jungle. 
But by the intelligence of the peons this letter is >nly a mere pretext, m tin re is 
very good discipline kept in that sepoy camp, and none . of them go near this 
zemindar or country, they remaining on the Pachete Rajah’s side. * '* * no 

news?at all to be depended on from my people sent to Barah B'ioon, ] t his morning 
dispatched people with another p< rwaua, j-uling him in m^ud bow 1-mg he had 
had the former, warning him immediately to attend here, otherwise threatening 
him with military execution. # Whli best re- peels and wishes lor 

Airs. Graham and children, and compliments to the gentlemen, 1 am, with real 

Dear sir, your earnest well-wisher and humble servant, 

John Fbrgufbon. 


J.r.nbun't, l7(h March, 17b 7. 

Dear Suj, 

-f # * Gorin Irani Buxio, who I look on as a good soldier, h.H retained 
near 200 of his people besides 33 horse, Cartiekrnm 20, GouponeP I’eople hn\v 
increased to 5*> to-day, CoHianpure to 60, Mogul Boy with 150 men aileinis mo *■» 

t in favour, tlie Jiunbunio zommdur attends us with 
I" ) im-Ti; those I .VO neighbours of the Gutseela -mindin'beine lus noturt' onoinn'? 
u ml of lou,; standing, .! do not doubt will tnho 'his o]))iorlunuv oi granliying un i • 


re vonge. 


m my 


roust Unit neither motives 



WNisr/ff, 



Xll 


<SL 


-itUerost nor ambition sway me in the resolution I have at present taken, but 
that I have acted on lnaturo deliberation, you, who always have been my friend, 
will, J am sure, on this occasion be my advocate to tlio world if the event 
should render my judgment or discretion suspected. * * The deep impres- 
sk.n which that warm style in your li tters make on me it would be in vain to 
attempt to express; this, however, I must add, that I am conscious to myself of 
daily applying to the supreme source of all good for the success and prosperity 
of yourself and family. With my best respect to Mrs. Graham and children, 
I am, with real regard,* 

Dear sir, your earnest well-wisher, 


To John Graham, Esq. 


John Fecgusson. 


Gat seel a Fort , March 28th, 1767. 

Sir, 

My nddressing you on this occasion m in consequence of a letter of 
Mr. Graham’s bearing dak the 21st instant, which I have this day received, dcsir- 
ing that a ft or the 2d* h you should be addressed on all public subjects, as you 
bv* that time would have the charge of the province. Permit me, sir, before I 
cuter oil the head of business, though a stranger to your person, to congratulate 
you on this occasion, and to offer my best wishes that you may be happy and 
successful. Allow me also to hope that if (as shall be my constant endeavour) 
my conduct while under you should be suitable to your sentiments, that you will 
bestow on me some share of that favour which I so amply experienced under 
Mr. Graham. * * * The only distress which we feel here is sympathy for 
the few of us who suffered in tlu; different skirmishes, whom I would willingly 
send to Midn ipore could I do it without a strong detachment, a« I have neither 
medicine nor time to attend them properly myself. Provision, that is lice, dal, 
and sc It, we have sufficient for 12 months, 1 fit all the ghee was burnt in the 
general conflagration we found the fort in, and which we could not extinguish 
for want of water. 

I am, sir, your most obedient and humble servant, 

John Febgusson. 

To George Vanbittart, Esq. 


Dated* 

Sir, 

* * * A journal of my proceedings I have i.p to this day, but my 
compass went wrong the second day's march to this fort. I having it in my hand 
t0 observe our course when the enemy set on us, and my needle, from the firing 
i think it must be, flew of.its axis. This will in future make me very impt rfect 
in the course, and the want of a set of mathematical instruments renders me 
incapable of making charts. 


Gat serf (t Fort, 8th April 17 (57. 

Sm, 

# * * On this occasion I took on me to present the new Itajab a 
horse, - word * * * and several other things that are usual. I also gave u 
litl.hr pin! lie in ,*i present to an old Bainun, who is a. considerable man among the 
ryots * * * Amongst the deposed Bajah's effects there were four horses and 
jbree mnron. One horse and*one mare I gave as above; <d wlpif. ronuuiu-;, eu. is 
tWntble, mid I should widi.to keep, the rest eithu are or border on tattoo* 
* * • I urn. witl.i regard. 

8Sr your roost obedient and humble servant, 

J, I’KFior.usox. 


• WViUt'it apparently in .March la UaUtJclR. 


1 








* # # * 


4. Muscoory, originally 11 mehals, dismembered of BIrcool, Balshai, 
Shabunder, and Bkogray, was reduced to 7—163574. 


Total of the Ausil jumma of cliakla Midnaporo, 50. valued... lbs. 11,43,878 
Deduct ijosscssions anciently left to tlie zemindars, 9 ... „ 1,10,221 

Taskhis Toomauj jumma, or neat standard revenue A.D. 

1707, mehals 47 . ... ... „ 10,33,657 


The Aumily Velayty or Fussilee year of Orissa, as well as of Behar, should 
begiu at the autumnal equinox, now' happening on the 25th of September, but the 
year of account closed tlie 30th of April, being adopted in ail the published 
statements to be recurred to for drawing out a comparative view of the gross 
and neat collections of MidnajJore in a cycle oi 19 years of the Company s 
administration ; so in conformity to the general plan hitherto .followed, we -shall 
take that period from the 1st of May 1765 to the same day 1784, staring only 
the mexlium result for every six years, inexclusivc of the first jumalmndee, w hich 
is to be considered the original standard of the annual settlement concluded with 
the zemindars. 

ls£ year, 1173 or 1765-66. The neat demand on the country 



Es. 

Gross receipts 

... • 8,67,061 

Charges ... 

... 57,022 

Neat 

81,004. 


... 7,60,103 


38 . 1 

,, ... 

... 7.21,610, 


... 8,57,'Kil' 

,, 

... 1,06,614 

» 

... 7,60,417. 


Sicca Us. 

Was fixed at ... . 8,22,083 

First medium of six years from 1st May 
4 1766 to 30th April 1772. 

Second medium of six years from 1st 
May 1772 to 30th April 1778. 

Third medium of six rears from 1st May 
1778 to 30th April A7S4. , 


From the foregoing statement it ought to bo supposed that the portion of 
Orissa now in question under British rule having [alien much short of the 
standard revenue of 1707 hud been, in common W'ith the Mahratta dhision, 
greatly on the decline ****** 


APPENDIX No. 1. 

Vide Paye 57, Chapter IIP 
Mr. Fksgi'sson’s letters (1767.) 

Dcrhiva, February 3rd, 17<>7 


Dear Sir, 

* * I have had no direct answer as yet Cum the Jargong fellow 

# # # 

# * * The Col umpore zemindar has made his appr;*rauc< here, mid f mu 

told by i hem tied there* is no dth men! mry with him, n< h * ahmnb r.t 
M id nature This evening also I had a solem from GoupeneL Moraita and ' wo of 
his so us, one of which has Ivon with me Uds two days, arid h : , other tlun n 
rouxe to-morrow : I returned them all pane. 1 received all the things mentioned 
bt srojur sd dug out last night, and 1 cut a very deputy-like figure in ikeevcibng 
The bread also 1 hud last night. . = 

Wdh iii' r giro ful 1 ..art aud sincere regard, l am ol you ami lamuy n mo»t 
earnest well-wisher. 

John Dehgcsson 
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Jar (long Fort , 


February 17 th. 


Dear Sir, 

••• * ■>;•• x think Kyd’s letter overbalances Maxwell's. Your opening of 

my letter, or any of mine, would require no apology, for from you it would be 
a piece of freedom that would give me pleasure, as knowing that it would be to 
satisfy vour friendly curiosity in something regarding my advantage; if tins 
displeases you, scratch it out, for I was dreaming when I wrote, considering so 
|,, t( ! ca vcat. With best wishes and respects to Mrs. Graham and children, and 
compliments to gentlemen, with real regard, 

I am dear sir, your earnest well-wisher and humble servant, 

JOH2i FeBGDSSON. 


Camp in Bulramporc Thana, February 11 th 1767. 

# * * These people all plead poverty, and make such delay that 
there is some difficulty t - keep patience with them, yet I am the most stately 
nan in world, and do keep mine hitherto more than I thought myself capable 
* * * We have in attendance at present the Jambunie, who has at last 

,rof over the hundred rupees he stuck so long at. We have not absolutely s 
lull I believe that be cannot afford to give a courie above 700 Alali Sicca rupees 
* * Tliere are n’so the two Tauna zemindars and the Jatbunie, who looks some- 
tiling like a. gentleman. Alibis ryots, instead of running away like the otlieis, 
came in a body petitioning to see their master, as they called me, which I indulged 

i lmn in by goiug out of the limits of the encampment, where they iv ere. X was 

fu luted with a general salam and huzza from the others, to all^ ot whom in this 

- a. * * * The zemindar of Sankacooha lias 

been talked It. on the subject. Ho says he’d do what he can. and if that don't 
us- ho will give up his perguimah to any other who will take it on our 
tridis. I really think, frim what I saw of the country, that lie cannot Ln. in 
tbc same flourishing situation which his forefathers were m ,it I may jiu up 
TaVour° Mull’s Tuxeem jumma. Bulramporc Tanna February 14th (in a 

(. l-crintl_ * * * I cannot omit mentioning here the libeial supply 

of bread which arrives daily, as also that this day I dined on one of the best 


con hams ever I tasted. # 


llltlb lilts. Utij ‘ " 

# # I have got with me two ot your 


1,arcarn,bi ill over and above my own four. Your two are worth fifty o| my 
fellows, whom.-if Iliad not paid advance, I should certaudy have made beldar., 
of, they knowing nothing at all. However, they assist to (dl up a vacancy m oui 
stately processions. 

Uulrampore Thana, the 10 th February, 

at night, to be dispatched at daybreak. 

Dear Sir, 

T did myself the pleasure of addressing you on the 11th, 14th and on 
the 16th by a peon who brings you some wild beasts. * * I hopo you 

Vii'l her., good as order (he cul wall to send ns three or four washermen, we. tur 
is, tlm sepoys and camp adhor, ots, being much distrcrsod for want.; vve also wl 
a reinforcement c.f ten quires Bengalee paper tor the cugerie ehirz. for my moon-. 
i dices hold court twice a day. * 


Bulramporc Thana , the 10 th February 1767. 


Dr in Sih, 


* « ] .,>r intelligence we are informed that Pumudar •‘‘'hu* 

HI iomod this Q*toJ***n*, r * 1*0 

houriu-od H' so. u will only morons our liturols. lor Umvo ionfl.l. nu tumy 
JXU.n.W can I sec how a p;nn 1 of mtked, ill-fed, undismplmed san.w'H can 
at and against disciplined troops, though lur lnrenov. 
i„ g brave U Mows for so I hope mum arc, rattet 


But as tnf aversion to mak- 
by exposing themselves in 
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BuIranipore, 1 3th April 1707. 


Sib, 

T wait not to write on any other subject, but to add that I am ready 
with your orders to defend Patchait against the Nabob and all his forces, not to 
soy an upstart Eonjdar. 

With regard, I am, sir, your most obedient, 


J. FergussSn. 


Bulrampore , 29/7* May 1767. 

Sir, 

I have great reason to be satisfied on the score of 
though I have tho fever the whole day, it incommodes me little, 
able appetite and moderate sleep. Permit me to offer you 
the doctor tells me is the only animal you care tor, otherwise 1 
some others. 

With regard, I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

J. FeBGUSSON. 

To George Vansittabt, Esq. 


my recovery, as 
I having a toler- 
fine cyrus, which 
should have sent 


Bulrampore, 21$tf June 1767. 


Sir, 


Mv fever (which obliged me to address yon for several days in the 
Persian language,) having' now left me, I take the first opportunity of a.-qirunting 
you; and I request that anything in these letters u Inch may seem to herder bio 
much oi, freedom may V forgiven, particularly my applying to you fora dhye, toi 
mv own distress and hers together operating on me at the same time, and she hi lng 
void of help after several fruitless attempts to get one by means o, i.ua, 

I though; it best to apply to you, as your orders would have au ^^mto effect 
I being very weak request five days respite, m winch time I hope to to abb. to 
bring up any business that is behind. 

I always am, with regard, sir, your most obedient, servant, 

J. Febgusson. 

To George Vansittabt, Esq. 


APPENDIX No. 1. 

Vide Page 94, Chapter IV. 

Tn +l e firm of the Nabob* the canoe-ngo received, by way of mahioot, from 
the zemindars lis. 10,000. In 1178, when Mr. Verelsi was^ sup. m«or. .he tm 
to Midnnpore to make the settlement in conjum; uu. with Mr Grabs 
Resident These gentium n made many resumptions o' charges and allowances 
that had formerh aOended the collections of these revenues to the au.onn of 
V I i >3,00), V* K'btht v brought to the credit of tho mdikis, a i not gal ot hi 
articles, the above amount of Its. 10 000, e^oonjo a russooni, was mrfuded. to 

as made to hup of Rs. . ,100 yea 

to him from the treasury as a servant of Government, for the maintenance «.r 
hi'osclf Ins naibs, muHadiva, &f., belonging to the <innoi::o duller. Lb. 
c 8 rei . e ; VTl ! hr him distinctly and ( uelunvely n his i-inkm 

when all these lit rye nr teles v. ero s, i|u ; -slmv, 

atone with ih" nankar. ntssoom. &c. r of the other . . . m > W' «'it 

viu-n the rnssoom was delivered up io iIn-other canoongos, it w w still kmn be • 
from the canoongos of MidAftporc and Jrlbisor.*. 


* Extra.-! fr.'»n a lette 
William, dated Muluapoco, 


the Ool’cc .r, to the SA-rcltiry of the* Bofcrd of Ucvenur, Eort 


p from 
dio November 1777. 





APPENDIX No. 2. 

Vide Page 94, Chapter IV. 

The peculiar hardship of i he eanoongos of Midnaporo and Jell a sore* with 
regard to their russoom, which throughout the other provinces of Bengal were 
yearly drawn from the lands and kept as a deposit, claims the justice of the 
Honorable Board. The russoom of the Midnaporo eanoongos has been disbursed 
from the treasury ever since the time Mr. verehl abolished its collection from 
the districts and added it to tko jumma. The fact is, the Company by 
Mr. Verelst’s arrangement did give the eanoongos a salary to compensate them 
for the right of which they were deprived by the act of that gentleman—the 
right o!: collecting a certain cess from the country for themselves under the 
denomination of russoom for defraying the charges of their establishments. This 
salary or establishment ceased to ho paid to them of course upon the order 
which generally directed the detention of the russoom of all the eanoongos of 
Bengal, which evinces that the salary was an equivalent for the russoom, and 
depended on an acknowledgment of that right. It certainly rests with Govern¬ 
ment to make any exception it judges proper from a general rule, but this I do 
not apprehend to be the intention of Government in the present instances. In 
this p- r v. uasion alone l venture to bring the subject again before your Honorable 
Board, in desiring your positive orders in what manner I am to answer the 
reiterated applications of these men, who will not be persuaded that your 
justice will deny them a right they hold in common, and from which they only 
arc excluded, if 1 had actually, as I have often assured them, I had addressed 
your Honorable Board on their pretensions, whether 1 shall tell them that the 
benefit the Company have derived by the nonpayment of their russoom and 
above the current revenue is to be restored them, or whether the salary in future 
only from the termination of the year 1181 or committee settlement is to be paid 
to than. If the latter only, it would save me from much vexatious application 
if I could procure them an order under the seal of the Khalsa limiting me to 
such a line of conduct. 


APrENDIX No. 3. 


Vide Page 94, Chapter IV. 


Formcrlyf this part of the country was overrun with dinars or thieves, and 
being a froi f jungles, w*s subject to many invasion 

depredations, and the zemindars always lighting amongst themselves. In con.se- 
qiuuice of these troubles and the s< ubadars frequently <hanged, there was no fixed 
orniocumn* shei-Dtah, or regular account kept of 1 he revenues. Wherefore it 
w:n i bought •■xpetiioiit by the Sultan Act bar, win u he deputed Tor ul Mull to 
make ilie ttloinent here, io institute the oflice of canoongo ] >rpy ely to keep an 
uceount of the C‘ llections or wassbol of the settlement that had been made, and 
the pergunnah and kachari charges ; likewise a statement of the balances that 
might accrue ; and to report the causes thereof, whether from the dinars or the 
zcnrimlarM quarrelling amongst themselves, or absconding into the jungle > or 
amomrH their frontier neighbours. Such was simply and originally, as I under- 
i. origin and duty of the eanoongo's oilioe hero. For the support ( • < 
oilier of the Mi t n» pore cnnooUgo, as appears from the back of the first suximul 
granted at its institution, there wore 65 ullages settled as nanknr. I he <5>roaul 
jmimm or jumma of that period was about Ks. 2.(HO, as appears from the luxeem 
papers of the pergunnah in which the uankars are ; of these 55 villages, one was 
resumed in Mr. .InbnWs time. Besides tins, the ranoongo of Midnaporo culk-cis 
a dust ore frem : he different perounnahs of IV 6,200 yearly, and a. oi 

IV 7.-f«’ba vcir, payable from tin* treasury, aud the payment o’ wJj cn was 
lately suspended. la addition to this they have at sundry times procured trom 


> jfijtrftct fruai a liju -r from Poiarcn t-> die Honorable WtincM 
Oeih a), anil Mamba ’ Council, K-Ujt William, dnli-d Calcutta, ihe 1.5th No 
f Kxinn f from a M r fiow The <\\\n l-r i .lolui bhurvy h-ij, I rcaulmt, 
Ccvouuo Board, Uutflvl Mid import iho l’/lh Jauuary 178H. 
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several zemindars 37 villages The Jelhisoro canoongo possesses 13 villages as 
ancient nankar, the comaul jnmma Its. 845-12-0. In addition to this he has 
procured at sundry times from the zemindars 28 villages. The dustorc he collects 
from the pergunnahs is Its. 1,210 yearly, and his russoom, paid from the treasury, 
until lately suspended, was yearly Its. 2,080. From the Bengal papers delivered 
in by the canoongo, and make a packet herewith, you will perceive they have 
stated, exclusive of their dustore and russoom, the amount of their nankar ^ud 
villages to be, viz. Midnapore canoongo 91 villages containing 24,611- beeghas, 
yielding annually, agreeable to jumrnas stated by them, Ks. 14,792-3. And v! the 
Jciiasore ernoongos 11 villages containing 5,007 beeghas. yielding a comaul 
jummagf Its. 1,880 12, after deducting 1,006 beeghas lately resumed as haze 
zemin. The real quantity of beeghas hold by the canoongos cannot well bo 
ascertained without a hustabood; but I have reason to suppose the quantity much 
more considerable thar. is specified by them in their Bengal accounts. Because 
the Superintendent of the hazy zemin lands, when here, suspecting the like, 
brought it to proof by bust hooding the nankar of Jcrrymaldah, belonging to the 
Midnapore canoongo, and which turned out i t beeghas more than the account 
delivered in by him, stating it to contain only 3,698-2 beeghas. I do not find that 
the canoonco’s gomastns or mohurirs in the mofussil have received any lauds 



Midnapore canoongo did procure from Jeetnarain, the then zemindar mid grand¬ 
uncle to the present, 299-8 beeghas of lands as inohteraun for his gomastaships, 
Ac., there; but this moiiieraun the present canoongff, Kajuarain, having taken 
gilt a sunnud from the Bazy Zemin Office, lias appropriated u to himself. The 
canoongos possess no stimulus I believe from the Bengal Nabobs, except one, which 
the Midnapore canoongo has of J offer Ally Khan’s, and in this no notice is taken 
i f anv nankar, russoom, or dustorc. In 1173, when Messrs. \cr- 1st ami Graham 
made'the settlement, they made many resumptions, among' i others the allowances 
granted to the canoongos by tlie zemindar, and in lieu thereof settb cl a« russoom 
J*s. 7,400 yearly on the Midnapore canoongo, and Its. 2,080 on the Jellasoivone. In 
1179 the can oongo's dufter was removed quite, the nankar and russoom taken away, 
and thus continued till 1181, when it was restored along with the nankar, and a 
dust ore settled to be paid from the zemindars yearly ;t . the Midnapore canoongo 
Its. 6.200, and to the J'ellnsore canoongo Its. 1,210. But the payment of the 
russoom was withheld from both the canoongos until the year 1186, w hen they w ore 
ngain allowed to draw it. The canoongo's office is properl) a record of the *ottlc- 
rm-nts. viz. the collections, disbursements, and balances. They arc not possessed 
of any of the niinu . detail of the lands, or their mofussil jay bauds or 
juniraa. They take an account of wassool or collections as paid by the farmers 
at tlie zemindar's cutcherry, mid of the wassool as paid by the' ryots into the 
talookdar's cutcherry. What it separately collected by the zemindars or farmers 
they have no note of. There are no papers to be found in iiio caimuugo's office 
n in live to the hustabood or mofu -sil juwmaof any of the inched - , except in oistanix s 
where the Collectors had instituted a hustabood of any particular perguunah, or held 
any place k has ; then the ca noon go’s mohurrirs, being on the spot, would lake the 
opportunity of keeping copies with the amcen and depositing them in f heir shcrisias. 
The can>'ongo's shorisia is called the was ool sherista. and even this riicy do not 
keep in some of the larger zemindur mehals. Tin* zemindars and t ilookdars are in 
general the only persona in possession of the actual survey and moojodftuds of their 
• v,) i medals. As anarchy, au unsettled and lawless Government, has now given 
place to a regular well-settled and well-disciplined one, and sim y the Company's 
accession a rnocurrur sherista has been kept at the smldor cutcherry ol the Collc-.*- 
. i’s. v In cl the jtimma wassool kttrch baukco, and such local surveys as have b< 
made, are kept. This Change of circumstances has rendered the canoongo's office 
a bi 'den without any use, excepting serving nv depositories for copies of those 
papers thui are ki‘])t in the sudder miteherry of the Collectors, and, lik<* most of 
those old institutions of no furth*. 1 -* utility, may be abolished in my opinion with 
great mlviint-ftgc to the Company by i resumption.of the lands, dustorc, and 
russoom ns was the ease in an institution mittbhtdied at the ‘ante period by Torul 
Mull, mid proceeding from the same cause, an unsettled and lawless (JovovnmmP 
and td oi was the establishment of girdurs fixed at thana Narraugarb to prevent 
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depredations and keep in awe refractory zemindars, three sirdars were appointed ; 
and for the maintenance of a proper force of pykea, &c., under them, had a certaiu 
quantity of lands assigned from eight, pergunnahs as jaghirs under the 
denomination of Blioom Jaun and Batty lackey. This office being found useless 
was abolished in Mr. Burdetts time, and thereby an increase of Ks. 1,600 added 
to the revenues. 


APPENDIX No. 1. 


Vide Page 158, Chapter VII. 

An Abstract of Annual Expense at Mtdxapore Factory. 

From November 1763 to October 1761, inclusive. 

Ks. A. P. Ks. A. P. Rs. A. P. 

Charge, MidDftpore Factory— 

Ihi* bead contains all the charges of the Factory 
for these 12 months (the charges of the 
collections excepted), ami cotopnhenda the 
workmen’s wage* employed in building the 
Fort, the tost of materials, petty charges, &c. 

The i mount as collected from the monthly 

accounts i»... .. 69,736 11 3 

Cliunrm aud Juggroo dadney— 

The a « iunt of the advances for the - articles 

collected also from the monthly accounts . 12,091 2 9 

-- 81,827 14 0 

From November 1704 to October 17C5, inqlusive. 


Pay, Ac., allowances to the covenanted servants— 
Air. Walt’s way charges from Calcutta ... 

,, Fenwick’s ditto ditto. 

„ Hatley’s ditto to Calcutta 

Charges, Midnapore Factory— 

Comprehending the qxpenses recited above 


... 640 0 0 

... 108 0 0 

... 108 0 0 

-7.-0 0 0 

... 33,902 0 3 


Churls M.uw.al— 

Tina fuiuis a separuto head from May 
the amount is . 


1765, and 

. 6,026 6 6 

--- 30,928 6 9 


40,684 C 9 


N13. - In this year’s acyounls the expenses of Jaggree and cliunam is included under the 
foregoing beadd. 


J from Noumber 176.) to Juij; 1766, inclusive. 


Pay, Ac., allowances to the covenanted servants— 

Mr. Walt \ way chnrirrs to Calcutta ... ... 610 0 0 

„ Fen Wick’a dill- ditto... ... ... 108 O 0 

„ Gt iilmiu’s flu to from Calcutta . 640 O 0 


Chargei, Midnapore Factory— 

C.unprtd^mls, as in the preceding year, aud 
Amou>> > to... .... ... 17,798 15 0 


1,188 


0 0 


Charges general— 

Compu'houdi. as in the preceding year,, and 

amounts to... .8,165 3 9 

- 20,2 m , 2 9 

-—. 27,442 2 0 

, , —±..— 

Current rupees ... 1,49,934 7 6 



% 
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